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THOMAS BROTHERS

R YW - 4
An Independent Family Owned Funeral Directors

Enm'l_:y owned ﬁtnerm’ homes in Redditch, Bromsgrove,
Wathall, Alvechurch ¢ Alcester. We provide a friendly,
dt'gmﬁew' service paying .g)ea}zlattmztion to detail.

REDDITCH + BROMSGROVE
01527 547777 01527 83170

WYTHALL +« ALVECHURCH + ALCESTER
01564 822001 0121 445 3422 01789 330939

As Time Goes By

YOUR LOCAL FAMILY RUN
MEMORIAL SUPPLIER
Head Stones,
Cremation Tablets
Additional Inscriptions
and Renovation Work £l

Web: astimegoesby.org.uk
Email: kfporter@blueyonder.co.uk

Please call 01527 550505

To awrrange a home visit or to find oot our opening times
Unit 5, Dunlop Road,
Hunt End Industrial Estate
Redditch B97 5XP

“MEMORIALS THAT REFLECT A LIFETIME”

BRAMM|

British Register of Accredited
Memorial Masons

A. PULLEN
MEMORIALS

Additional Inscriptions & Renovations

SHOWROOM AND WORKSHOP
338 ALCESTER ROAD, BURCOT
BROMSGROVE B60 1BH

Tel: (01527) 876200

ALL Gé_AZING
LOCKSMITHS

All double glazing repairs
Misted/broken glass replaced
Doors & windows re-aligned

(© Anti-snap locks
\ 35 years experience
For free advice & 100% honest,

reliable service, call or text
Jason on 07789 761 412
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Editor’s Note

What a wonderful
Wake Day we had
once more. Thanks to
all who made it
happen - some more
detail about the day is:
on page 7. 7

Climate Emergency I’'m pulling the
magazine together in more of a hurry than
usual as my granddaughter’s school has
closed due to the extreme heat and granny
is needed.

I think we have to ask ourselves how we are
going to manage over the next few years
and why we aren’t prepared for times like
this? Trains are not running normally, and |
have heard that 3 in 4 MRI scanners are not
functioning. What other systems that we all
rely on are also failing as they aren’t
designed for this level of heat? We shall
hear in due course.

Is this another wake up call to radical action
for the planet and the following generations
or will we put it down to a freak weather
event?

A couple of weeks ago | attended a
screening of the People’s Emergency
Briefing, details of which you can find here:
https://www.nebriefing.org/expert-
briefings. Apparently it’s not too late to
make the necessary changes but we need
major system changes - the responsibility of
leaders. | am sure you already knew that
but it bears repeating. There are some
things we can do as individuals. I'm thinking
of changes to our diets to more plant-based
food without necessarily giving up meat
altogether, take fewer flights (I know I'm not
a good role model here - yet), plant trees,
drive electric cars and so on.

Each speaker talked about the
repercussions of global warming from the
point of view of their discipline and at the
end summarised what can be done by
governments and also what we can do
individually. It’s not too late yet, but, if we
don’t act, it will be a disaster for our
children and grandchildren. Here endeth
the lecture!

FECKENHAM CHARITY

Funds are dispensed from this
ancient charity to individuals and
organisations within the
boundaries of the Ancient Parish
of Feckenham, as the Trustees
think fit.

Closing date for the receipt of applications

30th September, 2026
Further enquiries / applications to:
Mrs J. Bate (Clerk to the Trustees),
‘Wychway”, Droitwich Road,
Hanbury, BROMSGROVE.

B60 4DB
Tel 01527 821285
judy.bate@hotmail.com

FECKENHAM EDUCATIONAL
ENDOWMENT

The endowment makes grants to young
people in the pursuit of further education or
training. If you are under 25 and live in the
Ancient Parish of Feckenham or the District
of Redditch you may be eligible for a grant.
Any such grants are divided on the basis of
4/5 to the Ancient Parish and 1/5 to the
District of Redditch. All applications will be
carefully considered. An individual may make
a maximum of three applications. The
decision of the Trustees is final,

Closing date for the receipt of applications:

30th September, 2026
Further enquiries / applications to:
Mrs J. Bate (Clerk to the Trustees),

‘Wychway”, Droitwich Road, Hanbury,
Bromsgrove. B60 4DB
Tel 01527 821285
Email: judy.bate@hotmail.com




A Heartfelt Goodbye to Much-Loved Headteacher

It’s hard to put into words just how much our
headteacher Mrs Jeannette Little has meant
to our village school over the past 16 years.
As she prepares to retire this summer, there’s
a real sense of sadness, but also huge
gratitude for everything she’s done.

She’s been at the heart of the school through
so many changes and challenges. From
leading the school through the uncertainty of
COVID, to the move from a First School to a

) full Primary, she’s always faced things with
calmness, care, and determination. With the introduction to Feckenham Primary of mixed-
age classes, she showed, not just that it can work but that it can really help children grow in
confidence, support each other, and succeed.

But what really makes her special isn’t just what she’s achieved, it’s how she’s made people
feel. She has always taken the time to truly know every child, understanding their individual
journey and making sure they feel seen, supported, and encouraged. Thanks to her, the
school has become a place where children feel safe, happy, and able to be themselves.
She’s also built really strong, genuine relationships with parents and families. Her door has
always been open, and she’s created a school community where people feel welcome,
listened to, and included. At the centre of it all is her team. Staff who aren’t just colleagues,
but like family, supporting one another and
creating a warm, caring environment that
everyone can feel as soon as they walk in.
Her love of baking and reading has brought
an extra spark into school life too. Whether
it’s sharing stories or bringing food into
learning, she’s made lessons memorable
and full of joy—things the children will
carry with them for years.

As she steps into retirement, she leaves
behind a school that reflects everything she
believes in: kindness, care, and a real love
of learning.

She will be missed more than words can
say.




STOP PRESS!

As this magazine heads to the printers the dust is
just settling after one of the most successful
Wakes ever. It's never easy to say exactly how
many people attended but it’s thought that well
over 1,000 visitors joined locals for a fantastic
afternoon out. There were certainly enough for an
entire pig to have been devoured early on - and
enough to fill the car parks to overflowing.

There was much for them to enjoy - whether it
was the creations on display in the new Craft
Village, the Arrow Valley Brass Band, the school's
Country Dancers, Professor Chandler’s Punch and
Judy show or the new local bands (including the
strangely named but highly entertaining “Binky’s
Maracas”). All the usual attractions were there of
course - games for the youngsters and not so
young, half a field full of shiny classic cars, huge
steam engines and the daft dog show. But, there
were some changes. Some things, like the bars,
had moved onto the Recreation Ground and a
brand new Performance Pavilion had sprung up to
accommodate not only the bands but also the
remarkable Thomas Trilby - juggler, stilt walker
and all round entertainer... and then there were
the Crimplene Crusaders - two forbidding ladies in
head scarves ready to enforce their strict moral
code without fear or favour. The ladies came from
Vamos Theatre - Britain’s leading full mask theatre
company, based in Worcester.

UP, UP AND...
Not all went to plan - the massed take off by hot
air balloons was again defeated by the weather
conditions up aloft - but most things appeared on
time - including the pig roast - tended all night as
ever by the steady hand of Malcolm Cookes and
his team.
The troupe of Morris Dancers has become a
traditional feature - conveniently as a lunch stop
on their annual tour.
The addition of the bands at the end of the
afternoon neatly rounded off the event - and a
jolly good time appears to have been had by all.

Phil Guise makes a cupie of -
new friends at The Wake

THANKS

None of this would have been possible without a
whole army of volunteers and Julian Bull,
Chairman of the Wake Committee writes: “V'd like
to say a massive thank you to the volunteers that
turned up to help us set up the Wake on the
Previous Weds, Thurs and Sat, and again with
takedown on the Sunday and Monday. Also a big
thanks to those that volunteered to staff the
events on the day. We definitely couldn’t do it
without you ! All in all it was a huge success with
big crowds, a lovely atmosphere as well as a great
day for traders and the Wake Committee who are
now very tired!”.

Feckenham Wake Committee is Julian Bull, Alan
Smith, Simon Statham, Erica Guise, lan Bellion,
Maggie Stephens, Simon Holmes, Jon Ratcliffe,
Charlie Willetts, Tom Mayo, Janine Lynne and Kay
Ramsden.... aided and abetted by the people of
Feckenha



Newshound

We have some new residents in the village,
Stuart and Karen Budd who have moved into
Forest Cottage. Here are a few words of
introduction to us:

We are both recently retired - Stuart as a
Forensic Crash Investigator for
Gloucestershire Constabulary, Karen as a
Management Consultant working with the
Government.

Originally we come from West London, via
Windsor and then Eldersfield (between
Ledbury and Hartpury) and now, very happy
to be in Feckenham. We thought we would
try village life having lived quite rurally for
the last 10 years and are looking forward to
being part of the community.

Stuart loves all things mechanical. He built a
little roadster from a set of paper plans and
custom builds old Harley Davidsons from
boxes of bits and parts that shouldn't fit but
he likes the look of so makes them work.
He's less keen on working with wood (or DIY
for that matter), although he keeps saying
it's about time he learnt. He is an avid music
fan, especially the 70s, and likes nothing
more than to listen to music all day while he
plays in his garage.

Karen is a craft wannabe - she paints/up-
cycles furniture, recently learnt to knit,
wants to learn how to use her sewing
machine that is still in the box, has recently
bought an old cast iron book press to use as
a flower press and has had drawing lessons
from her artist friend who lives in France so
she can eventually create pictures with the
flowers.

We have one daughter, Izzi, who has just
turned 20 and is just finishing her 2nd year
of a Zoology degree based in Cheltenham at
the University of Gloucestershire.

e SUNFLOWER
SOFT FURNISHINGS

Sunflower Soft Furnishings offers bespoke
curtains, blinds, and soft furnishings to
the Worcestershire area. Please contact
us to schedule a visit to our studio.
Home consultations available.

Unit 17 Stockwood Business Park
Stockwood, Redditch B96 65X

07976 640307 | 01905 381811
sunflower-softfurnishings.co.uk
Paddock Care & Cuttmngemces

Feckenham & surrounding areas
Orchards / large lawns also cut

paddock-care@outlook.com :
07970 710769

JOWBROOK GARDEN

Imaginative high quality landscaping
Patios & garden walls
Ponds & water features
Also Pond & Patio cleaning
Fencing & Hedge cutting
Local, friendly service, references available
Call Glenn - 07792 613020
glen.bowbrook@live.com




PARISH CHURCH of ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST

Vicar - Vacant following the appointment of Fr Glenn
to the Arch Benefice near Evesham.
Assistant Curate - The Rev Fiona Carter (unpaid
volunteer - part time only)

Church Wardens - Vacant.

Weddings and Baptisms please contact the Rev Fiona
Carter on fiona-carter@hotmail.co.uk
To arrange a Funeral please contact your Funeral
Director
For all other enquiries please contact lan Hunter,
Secretary to the Parochial Church Council preferably

PARISH CHURCH
OF

by email to secretary@feckenhamchurch.org.uk or ST.JOHN TtHE BAPTIST

07874 800108. FECKENHAM

Website www.feckenhamchurch.or.uk

Services for July 2026

5« July 10.30am Eucharist Rev Fiona Carter
12th July 10.30am Family Service Rev Fiona Carter
19th July 6.30pm Evensong Rev Fiona Carter
26+ July 10.30am Morning Prayer Rev Kay Dyer
Drop in
\SS Wednesday 8th & 22nd July at 10.30am \ .
e Il are welc;:nzéo(?:gfr?ée and cake) %

FECKENHAM ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
St John Fisher & Thomas More

Prayer and coffee morning at 10 am first and third Wednesday of the month
Everyone welcome

Mass will not be held at St John Fisher and Thomas More until further notice

Mount Carmel 6 pm Sunday Mass is now the Live Streamed Mass. Link:
www.eventcast.uk/live (Type the link into the browser)

Local contact: Phylis Mott, Feckenham. Tel 01527 89389
8
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Shirley’s Coffee Morning in aid of ‘ ZOOL
Feckenham Church Roof Cl, ®
tmate

It was a great success! The sun shone and
over 50 of you attended. We made a Air Condltlonlng SYStemS

grand total of £1325. What a result! It for your Home, Office or Business
couldn’t happen without all of your Mr Simon Baker

support, so thank you. Also a huge thanks Tel.: 01527 892823 or 07736 447705
to all the helpers and everyone who E-mail: simon@coolclimate.co.uk
donated. You have all been most Web: http://www.coolclimate.co.uk

generous. It was wonderful to see old
friends and new enjoying the party -

Feckenham you have done it again, hip

hip hooray!

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY
J  CLEAMING SPECIALISTS

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL

ECO FRIENDLY

FAMILY RUN SINCE 1980

The I am pleased to let you
Children’s  know that the box
Society holders of St John the
Baptist Church, Feckenham have
collectively raised a total of £902.79 for "
the Children’s Society this year. Many . ncco
thanks to all those who contributed. b
Mary Smith Box Co-ordinator www.WainwrightsCarpetCleaning.co.uk




The FeckenOdeon
Cinema Socety

TOUGH NUTS HAVE SOFT CENTRES

The school in the city of Matamoros, in north-
eastern Mexico, is one of the poorest performing
educational establishments in the country. The
battle-weary staff consider it a win if more than
half of the pupils just show up to class. Then a new
teacher joins the school and turns the tired, rote-
learned routine upside-down — literally. The kids
arrive to discover that Mr Judrez, or Sergio, as he
prefers to be called, has upended the tables and
turned them into lifeboats in the shark-infested
waters of the classroom. This comedy/drama
shows that even the hardest of hearts can be won
over by a mix of good humour and imagination.
{Mexico 2023)
RADICAL (12a)
Friday, 17th July at 8pm
(Doors & Bar open at 7.30pm)

The FeckenOdeon’s main season - our 25th -
begins in September. The programme includes the
following films - with more to be added as time
goes on:
MOTHER’S PRIDE
THE THIRD MAN
SAVE THE CINEMA
HUGO
THE SHEEP DETECTIVES
MINISTRY OF FEAR
FACKHAM HALL
There are full details at www.feckenodeon.co.uk
and in brochures available at the Village Hall, the
Village Shop and The Rose & Crown

Tickets for all FeckenOdeon shows are on sale
at The Village Shop and The Rose & Crown.

You can also book by phone on 0333 666 3366

or online at www.feckenodeon.co.uk

Feckenham Square

Management Committee
FUN IN THE SUN

This year's Fun on The Square is scheduled for
Saturday, July 25th starting at 6.30pm.

This is a laid back event for villagers. A chance to
enjoy our village green on (hopefully) a balmy
summer evening. There'll be no sales pitches or
pressure to spend money (apart from a raffle) -
just an invitation to come out and socialise, meet
old friends and perhaps make some new ones.

BRING YOUR OWN

This is a do-it-yourself affair. More of a village
picnic than anything else.
e We shan’t be selling booze - so bring your
own.
® We shan’t be selling food - so bring your own.
There’ll be a big barbecue all fired up and
ready to cook any steaks, burgers or other
meaty pleasures.
e [f you want to sit down - bring a chair.
e [fyou want to eat at a table - bring a table.

ENTERTAINMENT
We shan’t be engaging any trapeze artists or flying
in Madonna for a glamorous gig... but there will be
a bit of music. Sing along if you wish.

RAFFLE
Just for fun we'll be selling tickets for a
WHEELBARROW RAFFLE. There’s only one prize - a
wheelbarrow load of goodies. Winner takes all -
the wheelbarrow itself isn't included - but we
might help you push it home.

FUN ON THE SQUARE
Saturday, 25th July - from 6.30pm

FECKENHAM SCARECROW WEEKEND
10th and 11th October

The gentlemen of the fields are coming
back after a year off. Why not
spend your summer
planning and constructing
the most wonderful
3 scarecrow the village has ever
seen?... or just leave it to the last
minute as usual? You have been

warned. They will return!




Our June meeting was reaching views of Warwickshire
reminiscent of a primary school  and Worcestershire.

farm trip, as we visited Lucy and
Paul Harris at their farm, The
Green Farm B&B, in Netherwood
Lane in Crowle Green. We petted
donkeys, a ram, had a look at a
nature table, complete with fresh
barn owl pellets, and we saw a
broody hen tucked up in a pile of
bulk bags in the barn. That would
have been enough, as Lucy and
Paul talked to us about the history
of the farm and the delightfully
restored buildings. However, we
were there to see the meadows
that they have created over the
past few decades, and we weren’t
disappointed. 1

{| We are incredibly grateful to Lucy
% and Paul for giving us so much of
| their time, and sharing so much
knowledge and inspiration with
us.

£ Our next meeting is on Monday
4 20th July, and we will hopefully
g~ be going on a behind-the-scenes
e BN tour of S.E. Davis in Astwood

\ B> oy @ Bank, including their many pieces
I Bl 2 A of historic machinery and steam
The wildflowers (non engines. We will leave

have been introduced) were like a Feckenham village hall car park

jewelled carpet, and the at 8pm. Members are free and
butterflies (even at that time of guests are very welcome and are
night!) were numerous and encouraged to donate £5. For
beguiling. We all thoroughly more information, contact Jen

enjoyed looking for orchids in the jen@thecarys.co.uk .
grass and then looking up to far

11



Feckenham Squa [

WHATS ON IN

satu@ay 25th July

i

Brmg your oW

' Booze,

Contact jen@thecarys.co.uk for details
or call 07773 883 039.

tew

INSPIRING WONMEN

Next Meeting: Monday, 20th July

BEHIND THE SCENES
at S.F.Davis, Astwood Bank

Feckenham V|Ilage Hall

ANNUAL GENERAL

MEETING
Tuesday 7th July at 8pm

in the Back Room.
All welcome

CRAFT AND NATTER

onh the 2nhd Tuesday of each month
in the bar at the Rose ahd Crown
from 7pm
You cah come along with your Craft,
watch others - or have a g0 at |earhing
something new

Feckenham READERS GROUP

Tuesday,21st july - 7.45pm
This month’s book: / ’(3\ i

THE = i
NIGHTINGALE <

By Kristin Hannah
Information: C1527 892285

Send details of events for FREE llstmg to:




FECKENHAM

E’E@E&EN@@E@ SOCHELY

st T:uesd ay of every month from 8pm
NEXT DESSION Tuesday, ;rth ]u[v

| 'mafters that you try <
FeckenOdeon 2 Friday, 17th July at 8pm

Stock & Bradley Gardening Club Join us for our 25th Season of

COACH OUTING FILMS
to ASHWOOD NURSERIES at The FeckenOdeon
and DAVID AUSTIN ROSES for details of our programme

visit feckenodeon.co.uk

Wednesday, 8th July or pick up a brochure
Advance booking essential at The Village Shop, Rose & Crown or
Contact Rob Cole on 07544 832052 The Village Hall

Membership only £30 - includes 8 great films
and discounts at all other shows.

The FeckenOdeon Cinemas
at Feckenham Village Hall
Tickets for all shows from The Rose & Crown and Village Shop
Telephone Booking 0333 666 3366* Online Booking* & full information at

www.feckenodeon.co.uk

*Booking Fee applies to Phone and Online Bookings
#Phone calls answered by Ticketsource and charged at standard rates - NOT a premium line

BORDER MORRIS

--.":_ .'-__ o . r
Twice monthly Sessions Fecloenham’s Owi...

2nd and 4th Fridays - Tpm
n : &
Feckenham Parish Council

MEETING Listen at

Thursday, 2nd July - 7.30pm www.swansbrook.com
Feckenham Village Hall

(Back Room)  All welcome
Meetings include a Public Forum where
parishioners can bring matters to the attention
of the Council and ask questions.

whatson@feckenham.f9.co.uk or call 892130



Feckenham Archive - Marion Chute

A postcard of The Square in 1918

e Uillnae e

'i"%'@tauhm 115

Landscaping
Jeff Annand Contracting

Blockpaving - Ponds - Patios - Groundwork

& General Property Maintenance
Free Quotes
References available
Fully insured

Tel: 07968 668906
or 01527 894745

The Square Feckenham 1918

The Square was once a muddy
guagnire. The residents clubbed
togther to have it grassed over and
parked around.

Beauty £

by Elizabeth asrmsiogcH
Skln Therapist fridpping

Flexible appointment
fimes available
aphone: 01527 822698
Mabile: 07890 Q,W

Mictodemabiosion, W ond Collagen fifackls,  Cide Mil ouee
bio sculphwe, massage, gel nols, waxing, Clder Mill Lane, Bradiey Green
@yelosh finfing, manicure, pedicure and many morel Redditch, Worcestershire B94 6TH

14



Letter from Fred Hicks

I have been looking at the May Feckenham News -Archive
Article.

The top picture is of my Aunt, Alice Hicks at the shop in the
High Street.

The second picture | believe is of the old co-op which was on
the corner opposite Mrs Wattons shop

The reason is | worked for my Aunt and Uncle Frank for a year before they had to move due
to health reasons, selling the business to a couple called Faulkner who then sold it after a
short while to Pat and Carol Onions.

| remember that the shelves in the second picture are
too long to be in their shop and also remember the old
co-op building had shelves of that length. Also the chap
§ in the picture is not uncle Frank. A family called Buckley
was the manger there

_ Like you, | have a number of photos of the village.

| My mother had the other shop in the High Street: it was
next door to the vicar’s rooms (no longer there) .

| have an in-depth knowledge of the village with 28
ancestors buried in the churchyard

Feckenham Village Hall

COME AND JOIN US! (g e 1o Feckenham
Feckenham Village Hall, like most local S e | B96 6HS
organisations, is run for the benefit of the —0]527 802188
community by a small team of volunteers. The A traditional freehouse village pub

48 High Street

with Food - owned and run by the

committee members attend a meeting each month Clarke family

- just an hour of practical, down to earth business

which keeps the Hall ticking over. Members also Proper Pub FOOd
assist with day to day tasks, undertake some at Proper Prices
caretaking jobs and help run major events. None of Special Dishes - every day

Quality locally sourced meat

Full Menu available daily
Lunch & Evenings (not Sunday evening)

it is onerous and members do only as much as they
feel they can cope with.

Many of the current Committee have been doing Real Ales & Ciders

this for years and would welcome additional 3 real ales on hand pumps every day

volunteers to share the load. If you feel you could Traditional ciders - fine wines

help please come along to the AGM on 2nd July. WORLD CUP GAMES

We'll explain what we do and how you could showing in the Bar

become involved. If you can’t get to the AGM just Tuesday,?_'th Ju')-" in the Bar from 8pm - Free

email us at hall@feckenham.f9.co.uk and we'll get TRADITIONAL MUSIC

in touch straightaway. BICA BIKE RIDE - 17th - 24th July

FECKENHAM VILLAGE HALL Cycling the ﬁ;‘iﬁ“‘aﬁi oEJgﬂmd{ for charities
—cdEQIVE JENEIONS Y
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING Thursday 30th July - THEMED MENU
Tuesday 7th July - 8pm Pop in to the pub for details
in the Back Room www.roseandcrownfeckenham.co.uk

15



Feckenham

Parish Council

BATTERY STATION
The Planning Application for a Battery Energy
Storage System (BESS) at Wheaten Hill was due to
be considered by Redditch Borough Council’s
Planning Committee on May 28th. Just days before
the meeting the Planning Department decided that
it should be postponed. No reason was given and
no new date has yet been set. The applicant has
now submitted an amendment to the original
application. You can view the Application and
associated documents at the Borough Council’s
Planning website using reference number
25/00888/FUL. The Parish Council has submitted a
detailed objection to the proposal and this is also
available on both Borough and Parish Councils’
websites.

FLOOD ALLEVIATION

The Parish Council is still working on a solution to
the delays to work on the Plack Brook which was
due to take place this Summer. The Council will be
further discussing the situation with North Worces-
tershire Water Management.

FECKENHAM IN BLOOM

Feckenham in Bloom, the voluntary group which
looks after flower planting throughout the village,
was founded as a working party of the Parish
Council. The group has now decided to become an
independent, free standing organisation in its own
right. The Council will continue to support their
work and thanks the volunteers for their dedication
to making Feckenham a bright and beautiful place.

DEFIBRILLATOR TRAINING
There are a number of publicly accessible
defibrillators dotted around the village - including
the Parish Council funded one at the rear of the
Village Hall - but would you know how to use one
in an emergency? The Council is arranging a
training session to take place in the autumn. The
session will be run by Redditch and Bromsgrove
First Responders. They ran similar sessions two

years ago and made their training very
interactive and engaging. Please contact the
clerk if you are interested. We will let you know
when the dates are confirmed (and we’ll publish
them here in Feckenham News).

COMMUNITY SPEED WATCH

Community Speedwatch is a national, police-
supported initiative where local volunteers use
approved detection devices to monitor vehicle
speeds in problem areas. Volunteers log
speeding vehicles, and the police send
educational warning letters to the registered
keepers, while repeat offenders may face further
police action.

We have been informed that approval has now
been given for Community Speed Watch to
operate on Astwood Lane. If you're interested in
taking part please contact the clerk. The police in
conjunction with Safer Roads will arrange
training which includes an interview with our
local policing team.

NEXT MEETING
The next Parish Council meeting will be held on
Thursday 2nd July at 7.30pm in the Back Room at
the Village Hall. There is an “open forum” section
at the beginning of all Council meetings where
you can raise matters of concern or ask questions
of the Council.

GET IN TOUCH

If you have queries or need help with local
problems you are very welcome to contact the
Council. Initially you can call the Parish Clerk on
01527 892522 or Email:
clerk@feckenham-parishcouncil.gov.uk

NEED INFORMATION?
Visit the Parish Council’s website for information
about the Council, planning issues, local
organisations and useful contact details to help
you solve problems. You'll also find digital
editions of Feckenham News going back to 2012.
feckenham-parishcouncil.gov.uk

" |/
|
Welcome to our
website

L

8

“am

feckenham-parishcouncil.gov.uk
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REDDITCH
JOINERY

Bespoke Made to Measure Joinery
Doors & Windows

Can’t think what to do with your garden?
Let me help!

Claire Ellis
Complete Gardens

Design & Planting
Maintenance & Rejuvenation
Consultancy

& 07773 101750 or 01527 894745

Orangeries & Conservatories
Garage Doors & Gates
Oak Framed Porches
Bespoke Staircases
Listed Building Work

T: 01527 68179 M: 07852 177453
www.redditch-joinery.co.uk

Bennett Decoration

Tel: 01527 893162
 Mob: 0797 3627269
Free Estimates

REVIVAL

HEALTH & WELLBEING CENTRE

Mind | Body | Gym

Acupuncture | Physiotherapy | Osteopathy | Laser Treatment
Neurological Physiotherapy | Pregnancy Massage | Shockwave Therapy
Lymphatic Drainage | Sports Massage | Sports Therapy
Vestibular Rehabilitation | Women's Health | Indian Head Massage
Prehab & Rehab | Clinical Pilates | Gym Memberships | Personal Training
Yoga | Strong & Steady Classes | Parkinson’s Classes

To find out more visit www.revival-health.co.uk
01386 792126
info@revival-health.co.uk
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\Natural Stone,Tlle & Vinyl Floor Cleaning,
p Restoratlon Sealing & Pollshmg Specnallsts

Est 1999. Based in Shy, k, Nr Feckenham

/ >

~a

Telephone: Paul Godson 07899 790580 or 0800 197 3838
Website: www.tileandstonemedic.co.uk ‘
email: paul@tileandstonemedic.co.uk

@leaning & Restoration Services

BABIES NURSERY AGE SCHOOL AGE
SWIMMING LESSONS
Private, Purpose Built Pool Free Parking Highly Trained Teachers

01527 821978

www.chessgroveswim co.uk
info@chessgroveswim.co.uk

Chessgrove

Ditchford Bank Read, Hanbury,
Bromsgrove, Worcestershire B60 4HS




Village Shop - Alan Slater

The Great British Institution that isn't
Broken.

There are few things in modern Britain that
still work properly. Trains don't, the weather
certainly doesn't and judging by the state of
most supermarket self service checkouts,
neither does technology. Which makes the
continued success of our village community
shop frankly suspicious. Yet somehow our
band of cheerful volunteers armed mainly
with aprons and an alarming enthusiasm for
stock rotation has delivered another record
breaking financial year.

That's right. Record breaking in both sales
and profitability and | will be providing all
the details in my annual report to
Shareholders in September. However we're
not a giant corporation with management
consultants so there won't be a power point
presentation and | promise to do my best
and avoid any dreadful management speak
such as Customer Journeys, Off Ramping
and Blue Sky Thinking. No, we're just a
Village Shop where at least three customers
still pay with exact change and someone's
dog regularly attends the morning coffee
crowd. The real star of the last year,
however, has been the cafe veranda.

quick cup of tea, it has evolved into
something far greater... part cafe, part
parliament, part emergency weather shelter.
On most sunny mornings you'll find cyclists

refuelling heroically after cycling almost five
miles, walkers earnestly discussing blisters
with military seriousness and at least one
retired gentleman explaining how he could
still reverse a tractor more accurately than
anyone under forty. You get my drift, the
cafe veranda attracts a very mixed and
diverse clientele. It's popularity has become
so enormous that securing a seat on some
days if the sun is shining, requires either
excellent timing or the tactical awareness of
a Formula One pit crew.

And then there are the cakes. Nobody really
knows how many calories are contained in a
slice of Tracey’s homemade lemon drizzle
consumed outdoors in Worcestershire
sunshine, but scientific evidence suggests
they don't count if accompanied by village
gossip.

Of course, none of this happens by magic.
The Shop continues to thrive because of the
extraordinary support from volunteers,
customers and everyone who pops in for
milk and somehow leaves an hour later
having solved several world problems over
coffee. So as summer rolls on, do come
along and join us on the veranda. Financial
records may have been broken last year but
with enough cake and sunshine, there's
every chance we can break a few more.

To hell with Blue Sky Thinking, the sun is
shining so !I'm off for some Blue Sky
Drinking.... fire up the barbecue!

Direct Floors

fHome service
Carpets | Vinyls | Laminates | Wood Floors | LVT

Mobile showroom to your home
Save up to 30% on shop prices
Over 3000 samples on our van

Furniture moved & carpets uplifted lor DAP'S & disabled free of charge

01527-894777 ®

www.direct-floors.co.uk -_—
=
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An Organic Allotment - July

by Pete Delaney

July, | think of as the start of the proper
summer harvest season. By the end of the
month, my plate will be full of peas, broad
beans and courgettes, along with some 2nd
earlies potatoes.

It's been a slow start to the growing year
due to cold weather through most of the
spring and harvests are held back a bit. This
doesn't always mean they will go on longer,
getting gluts of veg instead as plants catch
up with the season.

In late June my beans are still climbing the
canes and need to grow some before
flowering begins. Haricot french beans |
grow in a row along side of my runners.
Between the two bean rows this year | have
planted a bed of mixed lettuce so as to use
the ground. Red lettuce, romaine,
butterhead and a few iceberg, which | have
not had much success with previously, as
they seem to be a delicacy target for the
slugs. I'll see how | get on this time round .

In my onion beds, the shallots are beginning
to yellow, by the end of the month they will
probably be ready to harvest. | pickle them
and put them away for winter. Garlic will
come ready to harvest not long after. | hang
them up drying in bunches on my shed. In
my cabbage net, Savoys, red cabbage and
sprouts are looking full of health and my few
greyhound cabbages are building heads.
This month | sow some spring cabbage in
trays, later transplanting them into their
own separate net. These | hope to nurture
through the winter to be ready for early
next spring.

| was even late with my usual polytunnel
indoor plantings this year. Losing early
tomato germinations to late frosts set me
back a little. Now tomato plants are looking
healthy and grow new side shoots as fast as
| find them and break them off. | am growing
tomatoes in bags and pots this year, | swop

the beds around with my cucumbers and
grow in pots one year to keep a three year
rotation with the ground in the
greenhouse.

Peppers | also grow in pots in the
greenhouse.

Back outside, in the middle of my plot my
sage bush is giving a great show of purple
flowers. | chop the leaves and the flowers in
with lettuce and mustard for a tasty salad.

Leeks planted out in June look strong, so
does my beetroot patch. All is on the grow
and the weeds are on the compost heap.
On the whole | find the summer harvest
season a satisfying and rewarding time on
the allotment. Good harvest.

NO DELIVERY CHARGE
ALSO BAGS FOR SALE

Telephone anytime:

01905 620034 o 7B 62949

YOGA

BALANCE YOUR MIND & BODY

Thursdays | 18:00pm

‘. 07532282282 Feckenham Hall
a Jessica Byatt Yoga & Meditation
©® @jossicabyatt. yogaandmeditation

FIRST
CLASS
FREE!

Tuesdays | 19:00pm
Stock & Bradley Hall
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Rob Cole’s Gardening Tips

Editing In the July Garden

Late spring is a delight in the garden -
everything is growing neatly, flowers and
buds are everywhere and nothing is
crowding its neighbour. But by the middle
of July things begin to fill out and flowering
stems go over. This is the time to start
editing.

We have never planted the native Foxglove,
but every year without fail we get spikes of
purple, white or apricot flowers out of
nowhere. We welcome their early colour
and height, but they start to set seed before
the topmost flowers open and it is
imperative to lift the plants before they shed
their huge quantities of seed, even though
there may be a few flowers still to come.
We pull out the entire plant, turn it upside
down into a large bag and cut off the flower
spikes with their seed pods. We then cut off
the entire root system into the bag, and
then cut up the remaining stems and foliage
into a wheelbarrow for the compost heap.
Jakoti shears are the perfect tool for this job
- far better than any secateurs and worth
every penny. The bags of seed stems and
roots go to the local tip. This way we can
build a compost heap that won't spread
unwanted seeds - even though you might
think your heap is getting hot enough, it
isn't.

A similar procedure is used for Papaver
somniferum, the Opium Poppy, which also
appears every year out of nowhere, but we
do also specifically raise seedlings of
'Lauren's Grape' each year, a form with
beautiful deep purple flowers.

Sisyrinchium striatum looks attractive when
in full flower, but is a hideous mess when it

goes over and when many of the leaves turn
black. So it too gets the top and tail
treatment well before it has a chance to
shed any seed. But again it appears
uninvited every year.

We grow a number of forms of Symphytum
for their excellent foliage, but by the time
that mid July arrives the sprawling flower
stems have elongated to smother adjacent
plants. We cut these stems out completely,
remove any remaining flowers or seed
heads and again cut up the remainder for
the compost heap.

By July, many plants in the garden have set
seed, ripe enough to collect, especially
Geranium pratense forms, but these plants
too are ready to be cut back if you don't
want the seed. This time we cut the whole
plant to the ground before cutting off the
seeding stems and chopping up the rest for
composting.

Deadheading also starts in earnest, and in
the case of Kniphofia we cut the whole
flowering stem down to the ground, cut off
the spent flower head and chop up the
remainder of the stalk for composting. We
find that cutting out the entire stem
encourages new flower stems, whereas just
cutting off the flower head leaves an untidy
jumble of spent stems and only a few new
stems. Delphinium and Aconitum both seed
prolifically and need cutting back well before
the seed ripens - if the seed pods have
turned brown or black you are too late and
you will inevitably spill seed as you cut them
down.

Roses, of course, need constant
deadheading - another good reason not to
grow them !l Oooops, sorry.
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Stock and Bradley Gardening Club Report

CLUB MEETING — Wednesday 3rd June 2026 was a talk by Helen Picton entitled ‘Montana
and Beyond — Clematis’. Helen is one of our regular speakers and is best known for her
nursery and garden at Colwall, near Malvern, which is famous for Michaelmas Daisies. She
gave us valuable advice on selecting, planting, and pruning Clematis, and showed many of
the varieties which are available for different seasons of the year.

NEXT CLUB EVENT — COACH OUTING, Wednesday 8th July 2026, is to John Massey’s garden
at Ashwood Nurseries in the morning, followed by a visit to nearby David Austin Roses in
the afternoon. Pre-booking is essential and all members have been given full details. If you
haven’t booked yet, there is still time!

ANNUAL PLANT SALE was on Saturday 9th May in the Village Hall, from 10:00am to 12:00
noon and was another resounding success! The final result, after all expenses, was a profit
of £1,650.63 — a remarkable achievement. Thank you to all who donated and helped in so
many ways.

Club meetings are normally held on the first Wednesday of each month at the Village Hall, Church
Road, Bradley Green starting at 7.30pm, and are free to members for an annual subscription of £5.00
for 2026. Visitors are made very welcome and may attend for £3.00 per meeting.

If you require any further information, ring Rob Cole (Chairman) on 07544 832052.

BOOK AN E
TAG anmm

OUTDOOR ACTION & FUNFOR KEE"

CALL MARK TREVERTON (]1527
mark@-shooting4iun.co.uk 575'141

Oaklands Outdoor Activity Centre, Hanbury, B60 4HS




The season rolls on with the firsts striving to
gain a foothold in the division and pull
themselves towards safety, the seconds,
sitting mid table with some decent wins and
the thirds competing gamely in a higher
division. The ul5’s have been involved in
some close games and the new ul0’s side
has started brightly.

The World Cup is upon us and the clubhouse
with its two large-screen tv’s is open for all
England games plus the normal weekend
and match nights, memberships are
available giving access to discounted drinks
and all are welcome.

It is with sadness we note the passing of a
club stalwart in Barbara Baylis. Wife of
Dennis, a founder member of the club, Barb
was a fixture in the club for many years. In
the golden age of cricket teas she was a
leading light on weekends with preparation
and home cooking, closely followed by other
members of the family. A formidable force in
her own right, Barb was known to have
remonstrated with Dennis as he sat on the
roller, rolling pin wagging, after Dennis’s
black Labrador had eaten the cakes just
baked for the following day’s tea, much to
the amusement of the players cowering in
the dressing room.

Barbara & Dennis were keen bridge players
in their later years and Barbara spent many
hours in her allotment at the foot of the
lane.

Barbara had 4 sons who all played cricket for
the club and were the mainstay of the side
for many years. Dennis, Simon & David
predeceased her. She is survived by Kevin,
Tim & Sarah plus her grandchildren. Our
condolences to all of them.

Well batted Barb & thanks for the
memories.

Dave Powell
Decoration
1: 07747 691461

for Quality painting and

decorating

Based in Feckenham
davidpowell253@gmail.com

Fencing

Groundworks - Foundations

Equestrian — Agricultural — Domestic
Free estimates — over 25y experience

Based locally in Bradley Green

WD & NM Willison Ltd

Mob: 07825034320

Email : wwdandnmitd@gmail.com

ANDREW SMITH
CHIMNEY SWEEP

Traditional and Power Sweeping
Clean, reliable and fully insured
smoke test, CCTV and certificates,
Evening and weekend appointments

also available Member of the

Institute of Chimney
Sweeps

Based locally in Inkberrow
Phone: 01386 793248
Mobile: 07789 721303

Feckenham ¢
GARAGE 8

%MOT Testing Station

Servicing & Repairs to all makes

01527 892483
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%RAY BR

TREE SURGEONS .

TREE SURGERY - HEDGE TRIMMING - :
LOPPING, PRUNING - STUMP REMOVAL =>

Tel: 07970 263779

or 01527 892828

184 THE RIDGEWAY, ASTWOOD BANK FULLY INSURED - NPTC CERT.

Are Your [Locks Behaving Badly ?

NO CALL OUT CHARGE * FREE ESTIMATES
SAME DAY SERVICE * NO VAT ON LABOUR
NO CALL CENTRES OR HIDDEN COSTS
All Types Of Door & Window Lock Problems
Locks Opened, Serviced & Repaired
Outdated Locks Upgraded To Current Standards
High Security Anti-Snap Locks Fitted
UPVC Multi-Point Lock Repair Specialist
Jammed & Dropped Doors Realigned & Adjusted
FIX AN ISSUE BEFORE IT BECOMES A PROBLEM
Home Security Crime Prevention Advice Del

Additional Door & Window Security ;
Including Garages, Sheds, Gates & more

A Family Run Business serving Worcestershire
Traditional Skills & Workmanship for 30 Years
For More Help & Advice Contact Stewart

A THE LOCKSMITH ¢

LOCAL - RELIABLE = INDEPENDENT
01905570999 0787144 2011
www.worcestershire-locksmith.co.uk

WHY REPLACE YOUR DOOR WE'LL REPAIR
“ AS GOOD AS NEW "

Coffee Shop with Veranda
Locally-sourced Products

, Cakes, Beers and Wines
Household Essentials

CORNELL

M Established Over 40 Years
Chimney Sweep

Clean & Efficient - Brush & Vacuum

Competitive Prices - Cowl Fitting

Graeme Butlin
OXL21 44585 5913
0754 587 6475

46 Oxford Road, Moseley, Birmingham B13 9ER




