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June

3rd S&B Gardening Club
4th Parish Council Mee�ng
5th Grand Coffee Morning
15th WI

Readers Group
20th Feckenham Wake

July

8th S&B Coach Trip
17th FeckenOdeon2
25th Fun on the Square

Regular Sessions
Mondays Dance Academy
Tuesdays Tai Chi
Wednesdays Playgroup (term �me)
Thursdays Bridge; Hatha Yoga

Second Monday of the month: Mobile Library
First Tuesday of the month: Lunch Club, Feckenham Sessions
Second Tuesday of the month: Cra� and Na�er
First and Third Wednesday: Community Choir
Second Wednesday: Art Club
Third Monday of the month: WI
1st and 3rd Fridays : Erstwhile Morris Dancers
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Editor’s Note

The funeral of Lionel Hill is covered
elsewhere but I would like to thank the
team of villagers who made the event go
like clockwork. The green was mowed in
readiness for the marquee to be erected,
cars were moved and the Square generally
�died up. It was quite an event with over
500 people in the church and on the green
and a huge screen brought in so all could
see and hear the service.

In other news of the Village Green. I heard
that the mower finally gave up the ghost
and a new one has been purchased.
Keeping the green and the village looking
lovely is quite a job especially over the
summer when watering rotas will be in
place. If you would like to lend a hand
with watering, let me know and I’ll put
you in touch with the relevant person.
Also, please support the Scarecrow
Weekend as this is the main fundraiser for
the Village Green Without it we couldn’t
afford to maintain the wonderful asset
donated by Lionel.

I’ve been looking at using AI in the form of
ChatGPT to help with edi�ng and I don’t
think I’m out of a job as yet! It was very
good at producing an advert for Shirley
Harman’s coffee morning - see next page -
but when I asked it to give me a run down
of the results of the local elec�on held this
month it was seriously inaccurate, so I
looked up the list myself. Here are contact
details in case you have issues to bring to
their a�en�on.

We have three borough councillors:
Barndon Clayton (Conserva�ve)
brandon.clayton@redditchbc.gov.uk
Craig Warhurst (Conserva�ve)
craig.warhurst@redditchbc.gov.uk
Roger Benne� (Reform)
roger.benne�@redditchbc.gov.uk

We also have two county councillors:
Sue EacocK (Reform)
seacock@worcestershire.gov.uk
Roger Benne� (Reform)
rbenne�3@worcestershire.gov.uk
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Our May mee�ng was very educa�onal, on
several fronts, as we were treated to a talk
and demo from long-�me Feckenham
resident and ex-farrier Mar�n Wilkes, at his
beau�ful farm down Berrowhill Lane.

We started off by having a chat with Mar�n
about his life and the history of the farm and
the surrounding fields. It was fascina�ng to
hear about the old names (such as
‘Obstockin’!), and if anyone has a map of the
field names, we’d all love to see it, so please
do get in touch. We then crowded into the
workshop to watch a demonstra�on of two
shoes being made. It is always a delight to
watch expert cra�smen at work, and we
learned so much as Mar�n talked us
through many of the intricacies of making
shoes from scratch.

With mugs of tea, and various cakes, we
then held our AGM. I was delighted and
honoured to be elected President again, and
we are all very grateful to Maggie Meixner
for remaining as Treasurer, and Emily Peters
as Secretary.

Our next mee�ng will hopefully be warmer
and drier, as we will be visi�ng a beau�ful
wildflower meadow in Crowle. We will leave
the village hall car park at 8pm on Monday
15th June. Members are free and guests are
very welcome and are encouraged to donate
£5. For more details contact Jen Cary at
jen@thecarys.co.uk.

Feckenham WI
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CHURCH SERVICES

FECKENHAM ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
St John Fisher & Thomas More

Prayer and coffee morning at 10 am first and third Wednesday of the month
Everyone welcome

Mass will not be held at St John Fisher and Thomas More un�l further no�ce

Mount Carmel 6 pm Sunday Mass is now the Live Streamed Mass. Link:
www.eventcast.uk/live (Type the link into the browser)

Local contact: Phylis Mo�, Feckenham. Tel 89389

PARISH CHURCH of ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST

Services for December 2025Services for June 2026

Vicar - Vacant following the appointment of Fr Glenn
to the Arch Benefice near Evesham.

Assistant Curate - The Rev Fiona Carter (unpaid
volunteer - part �me only)
Church Wardens - Vacant.

Weddings and Bap�sms please contact the Rev Fiona
Carter on fiona-carter@hotmail.co.uk

To arrange a Funeral please contact your Funeral
Director

For all other enquiries please contact Ian Hunter,
Secretary to the Parochial Church Council preferably
by email to secretary@feckenhamchurch.org.uk or

07874 800108.
Website www.feckenhamchurch.or.uk

7th June 10.30am Eucharist Rev Fiona Carter

14th June 10.30am Family Service Rev Fiona Carter

21st June 6.30pm Evensong Venerable Paul Taylor

28th June 10.30am Morning Prayer Phil Tricklebank ALM

Coffee Stop

Tuesday 9th June at 2.00pm to 3.45pm.
Take a break before or a�er school. Toys for children.

Drop in
Wednesday 10th & 24th June at 10.30am - 12.00pm.

All are welcome (coffee and cake)
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Reverend Fiona Writes…

So, we are already in June the year goes so
quickly. It is so lovely to see everyone’s
gardens in bloom.

I expect you are all thinking about holidays
now. Many of you will have booked to go
away and it is nice to have something to
look forward to. I hope you can have a
period of relaxa�on during the summer
even if you are not going away. We all need
to be able to re-charge our ba�eries.

We will have celebrated the birth of the
Church at Pentecost at the end of May 50
days a�er Easter. And we have entered the
season of Pentecost.

Pentecost celebrates the �me that the Holy
Spirit descended on the twelve disciples of
Jesus. And because of this encounter with
the Holy Spirit, they were able to speak in
different languages which caused
Chris�anity to spread. The disciples were
gathered together in one place when a
strong wind filled the house. They saw what
seemed like tongues of fire res�ng on each
one of them and they were enabled to
speak in different languages.

This feast of Pentecost fulfils Jesus’s promise
to his followers that he would send them an
advocate - the Holy Spirit. We also receive
the Holy Spirit when we are bap�sed
whether as a baby or an adult. This is a

biblical thing to do as we are told when we
want to become a Chris�an to repent and be
bap�sed, and we have the assurance that
we have the Holy Spirit to help us and guide
us in our lives.

It's not only at bap�sm that we receive the
Holy Spirit. We can ask the Lord any�me for
the gi� of the Holy Spirit to help and guide
us, because Jesus is for us, and he only
wants the best for us. But bap�sm is an
outward declara�on of our faith.

So, Pentecost is considered to be the birth
of the Church when the community of
believers empowered by God’s spirit were
able to spread the Good News of Jesus. The
Church grew from a handful of believers and
spread throughout the world. So, it is a very
significant �me for the Church.

We also have the Wake in June which is a
lovely community �me with events for
everyone and teas in the church. We love
having the village coming into the church
and there are strong links between the
church and the community, we are very
fortunate here in Feckenham. The Wake has
strong historic roots and has been
celebrated for centuries in our village. The
weekend of the Wake we have Evensong in
the church on June 21st at 6.30pm.
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Feckenham Archive - Marion Chute

Some more from Eric Styler These look like Wake Days to me – rather more energe�c day
than it is now! Time to bring back the Feckenham Olympics? The other game looks more
like my cup of tea but I’m not sure what it is!

It looks as though
the weather was a
bit less kind in the
final photo, or were
headscarves
mandatory back in
the day?!
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Village Shop - Alan Slater

A Load of Balls!

If you've ever wondered what keeps a
village �cking - aside from mild gossip and
an unhealthy interest in who parked slightly
over a yellow line - the answer is of course:
the Village Shop. Not just a place to panic
buy milk or items that you don't really need,
though everyone likes a reduced bargain.
It's more than a biscuit depot as it has once
again proven to be the bea�ng heart of our
community, or at the very least, it's slightly
irregular but enthusias�c pulse.

Let's start with the
Cricket Club. For the
next three seasons
the Shop has
decided that what
our cricket club
really needs - apart
from perhaps
improved ba�ng - is
balls. Lots of them,
brand new ones, not ones that look like
they've been chewed by a Labrador or been
run over by a Ford Fiesta but gleaming new
shiny red ones. Having to provide two new
balls for every match in the season is a
major expense for the Club and we are
pleased to help.
But The Shop doesn't stop there. Oh no, The
Shop has its fingers in more pies than the
WI Bake Off. This month we will be involved
in the Wake - our proud annual tradi�on of
slightly lopsided bun�ng and cakes that
makes you feel that you have wandered
onto the set of Midsomer Murders. We will
appropriately be sponsoring the ever
popular - and poli�cally incorrect - Punch
and Judy Show. The Wake is a colourful,
lively and only mildly chao�c event and is
without doubt a highlight of the Feckenham
calendar. The Horse Show also benefits. A
lovely event where everyone pretends to
know the difference between a gelding and
a pony and the riders can pretend they're at
something much grander than a field that
was un�l the previous day, full of sheep.
And who could forget the Scarecrow

Weekend? A �me when the Village
collec�vely decides to build unse�ling
human replicas and dot them about the
place. Again with the Shop’s financial
support, these straw-filled nightmares will
con�nue to thrive, confusing passing
motorists and alarming small children for
years to come (I'm s�ll receiving therapy
a�er last years event). I'm not sure if it's a
charming rural tradi�on or a set of a low
budget horror film but either way, these
vaguely human shaped objects certainly
a�ract a load of people to Feckenham and
provides the Shop with a bumper weekend
of takings.

Then there are the flower tubs. Overflowing,
immaculate, burs�ng with colour and civic
pride, silently judging anyone whose
hanging basket contains nothing but regret
and a dead petunia. The Shop is responsible
for sponsoring some, happy to keep them
blooming as it sends out the message that
as a Village "we care ".

What makes the Shop special isn't just its
willingness to fund these things - it's that it
does so while s�ll managing to sell slightly
squashed bread and vegetables that are on
life support. It's a delicate balance between
part retail outlet, part philanthropic
powerhouse and part unofficial village HQ.
You go in for a loaf of bread and come out
with a scented candle, a birthday card for
someone you don't know and a vague sense
that you've just funded half the Parish! But
remember - you are not just shopping,
you're funding cricket balls, horses,
scarecrows and an en�re village's sense of
pride and the very engine that keeps our
glorious village running.Not bad for the
price of a pint of milk!

And finally … Margaret Green our champion
kni�er, raised over £900 from the sales of
her Easter Bunnies. A truly remarkable
achievement and all the money will go to
fund the salary of a midwife in rural East
Africa. She says a big thank you to all who
have given support.
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An Organic Allotment
by Pete Delaney

Midsummer is almost on us!

Spring and early summer this year certainly gave
some challenges through the main sowing and
plan�ng season. With an extremely wet couple of
months in February and March followed by a
long dry spell in April and May. Frequent late
frosts experienced in April con�nued well into
mid-May. l lost young crops of runner beans,
haricot beans and some tomato plants to an
extreme frost late last month. Other sowings and
plan�ngs began slowly rather than spring forth,
some struggling to take root in early May’s cold
condi�ons.. Potatoes, which seemed to take their
�me emerging from the earth, also suffered frost
damage late in the season. They at least
recovered and l am earthing up around healthy
plants again. Onions are at last looking like they
want to grow, shallots next to them have thrived
regardless of the late cold spells, garlic along side
that, was sown in November and are looking like
mature plants, on course for the �me of the
season.
Beetroot has finally taken hold and l am pinching
some outer leaves that l am adding to my salads
of romaine le�uce and mustard, both of which
have served me well all Spring despite the
unusually cold condi�ons. Newly planted out
le�uce beds and other plan�ngs and sowings l
have covered with cloches or ne�ng. It seems
late in the season for half the plot’s crops to s�ll
be covered up.
My second sowing of runner beans and french
beans are at last climbing canes, although along
with slow to get growing this year broad beans
they will be late in flowering. Peas missed the
cold spell through late
sowing and are growing
strongly.
In June l always plant
out leeks that l have
raised in pots to about
pencil size in the green
house, dibbing holes in a
prepared and fed bed,
dropping the leeks into
their respec�ve holes,
leaving the back fill to
happen naturally.

In the poly tunnel l have replaced early damaged
tomatoes and, along with cucumbers, have
planted them in prepared and fed ground.
As with last year l am going for it with peppers,
raising 10 pepper plants in large pots. Last year l
was ea�ng peppers un�l December.
Problems in my fruit net l have also put down to
the cold dry condi�ons in May. My gooseberry
bush has only greened up in its centre and l shall
be pruning it hard at the season's end.
Raspberries also have been slow to green and
grow new shoots, although my grape is showing
good health. l had my first 4 bunches of grapes
from the young plant last autumn.
So all in all it seems to be a late season, the only
plants totally unaffected by the weather
condi�ons are of course the weeds, l didn't see
any dock leaves or ne�le suffering any frost
damage and they carried on thriving across the
plot, hey hoe.
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Rob Cole’s Gardening Tips -
May - My Favourite Month

Praise for Annuals

There are many annuals which perform as well as our precious perennials, maybe more
trouble - but well worth it.

Two annuals which we used to grow for both
our garden and for our plant sales were
Anchusa leptophylla (le�), a so� blue, and
Ompahalodes linifolia alba (right) which is a
good clean white. Both are about 30cm tall and
are easy and reliable to germinate - we used to
sow them in early March, cold outdoors, in 20-
cell plug trays, a few seeds in each cell, and pot

the plugs on into 10cm square pots when they were large enough.
We would have flowering plants of each by late June.

A recent find was seed of Lavatera 'Ruby Regis', a typical mallow
flower in a deep ruby pink, being sold by Mr Fothergill Seeds. It
turned out to be spectacular and bushy, with lots of flower from late
June onwards. It sets plenty of seed, as most mallows do, and this is
now the third year of growing it from home saved seed and there
has been no varia�on.

Californian Poppy is another good and easy annual which we
have been growing for years. Most seed offered by the seed
companies is Eschscholzia californica, but back in the nine�es
we came across Eschscholzia mari�me prostrata in a strain
called 'Golden Tears' (le�). It is much more compact than E.
californica and does not get long and gangly as it matures. The
flowers are, admi�edly a li�le smaller, but are in scale with the
plant and are the same golden yellow with a deep golden orange

centre. We do grow Eschscholzia californica too, including 'Red Chief' and 'Ivory Castle'
along with some mixed double forms.

Finally, a good annual for cu�ng is Calendula 'Indian Prince', a
lovely form of the Pot Marigold which not only has the typical
bright orange petals, but also a deep red staining on the under
surface. I have saved the seed progressively over the years since
my first packet of bought seed, but the seedlings are now
becoming quite variable, some good and some not so good -
though they s�ll make an a�rac�ve small vase. But it's probably
�me to invest in a fresh packet of the real thing.
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Stock and Bradley Gardening Club Report

Our May mee�ng at the Village Hall was a talk by Nigel Hopes en�tled ‘Trees and Shrubs
for a Small Garden.

NEXT CLUB EVENT – Wednesday 3rd June 2026 is at the Village Hall is on Wednesday 3rd
June 2026 and will be a talk by Helen Picton en�tled ‘Montana and Beyond – Clema�s’.

The subject for the monthly compe��on is ‘A Clema�s Flower’.

ANNUAL PLANT SALE was on Saturday 9th May in the Village Hall and was another
resounding success! Full details next month.

COACH OUTING – Wednesday 8th July 2026 - is to John Massey’s garden at Ashwood
Nurseries in the morning, followed by a visit to nearby David Aus�n Roses in the
a�ernoon. Pre-booking is essen�al and all members have been given full details. If you
haven’t booked yet, there is s�ll �me!

Club mee�ngs are normally held on the first Wednesday of each month at the Village Hall,
Church Road, Bradley Green star�ng at 7.30pm, and are free to members for an annual
subscrip�on of £5.00 for 2026. Visitors are made very welcome and may a�end for £3.00
per mee�ng.

If you require any further informa�on, ring Rob Cole (Chairman) on 07544 832052.
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The cricket season is now in full flow &
records are being broken by many teams
around the leagues, other than ourselves it
seems.

The Firsts look set for a long season on
paper but performances are decent &
strength in depth is coming in players
returning and improvement will surely
follow. The Seconds have started well in a
higher division and the Thirds similarly are
playing higher. Many youngsters are playing
in the 3 Saturday teams and the future is
bright, proof being Sam Cur�s’s maiden
hundred opening for the Firsts against
Martley, opening and remaining not out at
the end. Finn Davies, at the second a�empt,
landed his second career hat trick at the age
of only 17.

The bar is now fully stocked with our new
range from Camden brewery including the
pale ale and Hells Lager, Robinsons cider,
Guiness, Carlsberg and always in stock are
Bewdley real ales & our own recipe, The
Feckers.
We’re open Thursday to Sunday and all
other match nights.

Upcoming fixtures are:
6th June, 2nds v Inkberrow
13th June , 1sts v Brockhampton
20th June, 2nds v Old Halesowenians
27th June, 1sts v Astwood Bank
If you can only a�end the one of those,
obviously we could do with support in the
last one against our near neighbours &
bigger cousins!
Finally, the old warrior himself con�nues to
lead us forward by scoring 99 not out for
Worcestershire over 70’s v Wiltshire. He
heroically jogged a single with 4 balls to go
to lose the strike and his chance of another
century, and with it the purchasing of a
celebratory jug….or so he thought!
Well ba�ed Joe!

As the World Cup is approaching, the club
boasts 2 large screen TVs & another on the
balcony in peak hours, perfect for your local
celebra�on for England’s euphoric progress.

Feckenham Cricket Club




