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May

6th S&B Gardening Club
7th Readers Group
9th S&B Plant Sale
14th Parish Council Mee�ng
18th WI
22nd Feckenodeon 2

June

16th Coffee morning
20th Wake

Regular Sessions

Tuesdays Tai Chi
Wednesdays Playgroup (term �me)
Thursdays Bridge; Hatha Yoga

Second Monday of the month: Mobile Library
First Tuesday of the month: Lunch Club, Feckenham Sessions
Second Tuesday of the month: Cra� and Na�er
First and Third Wednesday: Community Choir
Second Wednesday: Art Club
Third Monday of the month: WI
1st and 3rd Fridays : Erstwhile Morris Dancers
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SAVE THE DATE

Friday, 12th June 2026

Grand Summer Coffee Morning
in aid of

Feckenham Church Roof

Lionel Hill 1937-2026
I was saddened to hear that Lionel Hill of
Dunstall Court died recently. You’ll see some
detail later in the magazine about how he
helped us take over the Village Square but
there was much much more to him.

Lionel‘s connec�on with Feckenham began
when he and Helen bought Dunstall Court
from the Barre� family.

He was appointed MBE in the Queen’s New
Year honours list in 2002 in recogni�on of
his outstanding commitment and long
service to Young Farmers Clubs. He went
onto to serve as FNYFC president from 2006
to 2011. His commitment to the
development of young people led him to
support th Feckenham Youth Clubs in the
Village Hall which at that �me were well
a�ended by children from Feckenham
School. On a memorable occasion he
supplied a ligh�ng system at very short
no�ce to save an outdoor fundraising
concert from total darkness.

Lionel was also a pioneer the use of wood
chips of willow and poplar at Dunstall Court
to heat his house and other buildings,
installing a wood-burning boiler in 1992 fed
by his own planta�ons. The advantage of
burning plants is that the carbon dioxide
produced is offset by the CO2 taken out of
the atmosphere when the plants were
growing.

Lionel will be remembered for his farsighted
for philanthropy; na�onally recognised, a
man of the village and of the people.

Lionel’s funeral will take place at Feckenham
Church at 11 am on 13th of May 2026

Editor’s Note Obituary

Spring seems really to
have sprung while I
was away for a few
weeks. I’m si�ng
looking at my garden
and can see some
sweet li�le wrens
who seem to be
exhibi�ng ma�ng behaviour. I get lots of joy,
each morning watching the birds at the
feeder and have had a greater spo�ed
woodpecker and a buzzard amongst many
other species. I am trying to encourage
wildlife and am leaving a part of the lawn to
go wild as a mini-meadow. Recently I’ve
been deba�ng whether to stop feeding the
birds for the summer. Guidance from RSPB
asks that households stop feeding birds to
prevent the spread of a disease called
trichomonosis which has led to reduc�on in
the numbers of finches because the parasite
survives on warmer bird feeders. So,
reluctantly, I’ll be pausing from 1st May �ll
the end of October.

I have to say that I
had a wonderful
holiday in Japan at
cherry blossom
�me but I really
think our blossom
is also spectacular.
We don’t celebrate
it in the same way -
perhaps we
should.
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April CHURCH SERVICES
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CHURCH SERVICES

FECKENHAM ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
St John Fisher & Thomas More

Prayer and coffee morning at 10 am first and third Wednesday of the month
Everyone welcome

Mass will not be held at St John Fisher and Thomas More un�l further no�ce

Mount Carmel 6 pm Sunday Mass is now the Live Streamed Mass. Link:
www.eventcast.uk/live (Type the link into the browser)

Local contact: Phylis Mo�, Feckenham. Tel 89389

PARISH CHURCH of ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST

Services for December 2025Services for May 2026

Vicar - Vacant following the appointment of Fr Glenn
to the Arch Benefice near Evesham.

Assistant Curate - The Rev Fiona Carter (unpaid
volunteer - part �me only)
Church Wardens - Vacant.

Weddings and Bap�sms please contact the Rev Fiona
Carter on fiona-carter@hotmail.co.uk

To arrange a Funeral please contact your Funeral
Director

For all other enquiries please contact Ian Hunter,
Secretary to the Parochial Church Council preferably
by email to secretary@feckenhamchurch.org.uk or

07874 800108.
Website www.feckenhamchurch.or.uk

3rd May 10.30am Eucharist Rev Fiona Carter
Followed by Annual Parochial Church Mee�ng

10th May 10.30am Family Service Rev Fiona Carter

17th May 6.30pm Evensong Rev Fiona Carter

23rd May (Sat) 10am-12pm Messy Church

24th May 10.30am Morning Prayer Phil Tricklebank ALM

31st May 10.30am Eucharist Rev Fiona Carter

Coffee Stop
Tuesday 12th May at 2.00pm to 3.45pm.

Take a break before or a�er school. Toys for children.

Drop in
Wednesday 27th May at 10.30am - 12.00pm.

All are welcome (coffee and cake)
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Join us on Saturday 23rd May

10-12pm St John the Bap�st
Church,

Feckenham

and

2-4pm St Ma�hias & St Church

Astwood Bank

We will be finding out about

Jesus through cra�,

food and our celebra�on �me.

Messy Church is for everyone,
Just turn up and join in.
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Feckenham NewsMay 2016

I wonder if it is generally known that back edi�ons of the magazine are available via the
Parish Council website.

Since there was space this month I looked back a decade and found these snippets. I recall
the WW1 commemora�on including the wonderful Suite for the Fallen Soldier later in the
year around Armis�ce Day. We s�ll see the plaques on the homes where soldiers from the
village lived: larger ones for those who sadly did not return. The trees, a�er a lot of ini�al
concern are thriving.
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Feckenham Archive - Marion Chute

We have just been given a selec�on of photos belonging to the late Eric Styler. The village
shop when it was on High Street looks like as welcoming a space as the current one. Who
remembers this?
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Village Shop - Alan Slater

Why the Shop is be�er than Lanzarote

Having just returned from a week’s spring
break, my travel experience made me
wonder why on earth I bothered. Take your
belt off, take your shoes off, stand in the
body scanner and now thanks to new EU
rules I had to stand in an hour long queue to
be finger printed and biometrically
photographed. My passport was then
checked three �mes before being allowed to
go and find the taxi rank. Added to which
the horrendously over priced airport food,
the delayed flight and the surly customs
officers from Vladimir Pu�n’s Charm School.
I have decided to spend the summer months
in Feckenham. There is the tempta�on to go
away this month but my advice is to resist it
at all costs.

May is a month designed specifically to
annoy us. It's that awkward �me of year
when the weather can't decide whether to
give you sunstroke or a mild case of
hypothermia, and the Government decides
we need two bank holidays just to ensure
nothing actually gets done. But here in
Feckenham, we have a solu�on to the
general chaos of spring: the Community
Shop. Now usually when people hear the
words “community" and "volunteer" they
think of a draughty hall filled with people in
hand-kni�ed cardigans discussing the
tac�cal placement of a raffle prize. But our
Shop is different. It's run en�rely by people
who have given up their own �me to ensure
that you can buy your cupboard
essen�als and a newspaper
without having to drive to
Redditch, which as we all know, is
a fate worse than being stuck in a
li� with a man who wants to talk
about his pension.

This May, whilst the rest of
Worcestershire is busy ge�ng
stuck in traffic trying to reach a
garden centre or the
aforemen�oned hellish airport,

you can simply stroll down the High Street
to our Shop and Cafe. We have local honey
that hasn't been flown in from a giant vat in
a distant desert, and bacon that actually
came from an animal rather than a
chemistry set. Our Cafe verandah is the
perfect place to sit and watch the world go
by, or more accurately, watch a tractor or a
horse go by very slowly. It's much more
relaxing than a flight on a budget airline, and
the coffee is significantly be�er.

However, there is a catch because, as you
probably know, the Shop is run en�rely by
volunteers and we need more of them. If
you have a few hours to spare - and, let's be
honest, you do - why not join the Team? It's
much more produc�ve than shou�ng at the
news, and you get to wear a very stylish
apron. So this month, ignore the lure of the
big supermarkets and their "deals" on things
you don't need, come to the Feckenham
Community Shop. It's local, it's friendly and
unlike airport security systems, it actually
works.

Finally, our customer policy is always to
welcome children and animals (not
necessarily in that order), and last week we
were delighted to welcome a host of
children WITH animals !!

It was lovely to see so many youngsters out
enjoying themselves in the fresh air and
there wasn't an iPad in sight! Though we did
sell out of carrots.
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An Organic Allotment
by Pete Delaney

May, the first of our summer months. At
last, this month, the danger of late frosts
finally passes. April this year gave us several
sharp frosty mornings and l was keeping my
young salad crops shut up in my cold frame.
The romaine le�uce l have been keeping
warm in the cold frame all winter in an
almost dormant state, have now sprung into
life and are supplying me with plenty of
salads from the large outer leaves, whilst
also building good healthy heads along with
giant mustard, which is hot and spicy and
the two make a lovely spring salad together.

Onions sown in March
are thriving now in late
April/early May. At this
�me of the season l
keep my onion crops
covered with a tent of
fine ne�ng or plas�c
cloche as a protec�on
against the onion fly,
the fly takes to the air
at this �me seeking
onions in which to lay
their eggs, when they
hatch the young pupae
eat away at the
structure of the onion’s
neck, eventually causing the plants to keel
over and die. I suffered them one season
and it was very disheartening. This year l
have covered onions with the same scaffold
net as l use as cabbage ne�ng as it has a
�ght hairy weave. I remove the cover from
the onions once mid-May is passed. The
onion fly breaks out over the late spring
moon, so l think the danger will be past
once the month reaches the new moon in
mid-May.

As May progresses it becomes a month of
plan�ng and repo�ng. Leek seedlings l
transplant from trays into their own small
individual pots to grow on un�l l shall plant
them out in to a prepared bed in June.
Young peppers l transplant into the larger

pots that l intend to grow them to frui�on in
the greenhouse. Also in the poly-tunnel l
prepare the ground ready to plant cucumber
and tomatoes, feeding the beds with much
good compost.

I sow early carrots from late April/early May
keeping an eye on the late frost, and cover
them with fleece if necessary. I wait un�l
May though to sow the fussy to germinate
parsnips, as they seem to like the ground a
li�le warmer, although the seed doesn't like
dried out ground so l endeavour to keep it
lightly damp. I cover the parsnip bed with
old windows in frames laid over the top of
the bed to keep the soil warm.

This month l fill in my runner bean trench in
which l have been throwing compostable
materials to feed the bean crop. I lay a run
of strings to show where the edges of the
trenches were to make sure l plant the bean
plants where they will benefit most from the
composted feed. I wait �ll the second half of
the month to plant out the bean crop, when
all chance of a cold spell has gone.

I sow a first crop of beetroot in late April and
cover them with a cloche and then l follow
that up with a second sowing in May. O�en
the May sowings soon catch up with the
earlier sowing and they tend to be ready to
crop at about the same �me later in the
season.

From mid-April and on through May l sow 2
or 3 waves of different salad leaves straight
into pre-prepared beds. This gives me salad
crops throughout the summer season.
Once l see the hawthorn/mayflower is out l
feel confident in no longer having to cover
sowings and seedlings from the cold and
danger of late frost.

… and of course whatever the weather or
temperature the weeds seem to thrive, so
along with sowing and plan�ng, May is a
strong month for hoeing.
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Rob Cole’s Gardening Tips -
May - My Favourite Month

A�er a winter of bare soil and a gentle awakening in early spring, May brings with it a
wonderful fullness in the garden. Not everything is in flower, but the poten�al is building -
there are so many plants which look good as they are emerging and the sight of swelling
flower buds is upli�ing.

Herbaceous paeonies are par�cularly good when the new shoots are emerging, most
adop�ng a deep scarlet hue before they expand and change to green. But, of course, it is
the flower we are really wai�ng for, and May is their starring �me.

I tend to favour the smaller, single flowered species such as
Paeonia veitchii which copes with the wind and rain which can
damage the bigger, blousier types. The woody tree paeonies are
much less affected though, and we have an unnamed, double red
form which grows well surrounded by Persicaria bistorta 'Superba'
which is o�en in flower at the same �me and is a perfect partner.

I think Irises are only successful in a larger garden - in a small garden their flee�ng flowers
are not a good use of limited space where every plant has to earn its keep - but we s�ll grow
a number of them. One of the best performers is Iris 'Ola Kala', a golden yellow, which in
most years has a second flush of flowers later in the year. Ola Kala is apparently a Greek
expression for 'all is well' and is reputed to be the source of OK as a confirma�on. Two
other Iris we par�cularly enjoy are 'Jane Phillips' and 'Roule�e'.

Iris 'Ola Kala' Iris 'Jane Phillips' Iris 'Roule�e'

Finally, the many forms of Heuchera start to flower in May and I think that only a few of
them have flowers worthy of the
wonderful foliage colours and drama�c
effect.

So for the rest I cut off the flowering stems,
and I think the plant looks so much be�er.
See the difference



21

Stock and Bradley Gardening Club Report

CLUB MEETING – Wednesday 1st April 2026

Our mee�ng at the Village Hall on Wednesday 1st April was a talk by Pip Smith from Droitwich en�tled
‘Nuts About Narcissus’. He described his passion for the Narcissus, giving us an insight into its history,
the breeders, the cut flower industry, the various types of Narcissus and ended with some
recommended varie�es.

NEXT CLUB EVENT – Wednesday 6thMay 2026

Our next mee�ng at the Village Hall is on Wednesday 6th May 2026 and will be a talk by Nigel Hopes
en�tled ‘Trees and Shrubs for a Small Garden’. Nigel is one of our regular speakers and is Head
Gardener at John Massey’s wonderful garden at Ashwood Nurseries.

The subject for the monthly compe��on is ‘Tree or Shrub Blossom’.

ANNUAL PLANT SALE

Our Annual Plant Sale this year will be on Saturday 9th May in the Village Hall, from 10:00am to 12:00
noon – put a note in your diary now!

Club mee�ngs are normally held on the first Wednesday of each month at the Village Hall, Church
Road, Bradley Green star�ng at 7.30pm, and are free to members for an annual subscrip�on of £5.00
for 2026. Visitors are made very welcome and may a�end for £3.00 per mee�ng.
If you require any further informa�on, ring Rob Cole (Chairman) on 07544 832052.



22

Feckenham Cricket Club

The season is upon us & as I write this we
are preparing for our first league fixture
a�er an unseasonably dry spell of weather.
It hasn’t all been plain sailing as we
currently have a new landmark of a
marooned roller in the middle of the
ou�ield & if it’s s�ll there as you read this
then we really are in trouble!
The bar is open all weekend, from 5pm
Fridays, 3pm Saturdays & 1pm Sundays &
there’s nowhere be�er for a summer beer.
We are also open 6-9pm Thursdays during
our training sessions & all poten�al new
members please pop down & introduce
yourselves. We are also open match nights
during the week, par�cularly Wednesdays
where we have games 3 in every 4 weeks.
Finally it is with sorrow we recently heard of
the death of our neighbour, Lionel Hill of
Dunstall Court. A heavy hi�er in the area
both for & on behalf of the village for many
years, a friend to all who held events around
the area with free parking and in any other
way he could help. Rest in peace, sir, well
ba�ed

FeckenhamWI

Our April mee�ng was a bit unusual, in that
we took part in a Group ac�vity. This is only
the third or so �me we have managed to do
so, since we formed 4 years ago. It was a
quiz, involving teams from 4 different local
W.I. groups, at Kington & Dormston Village
Hall, and it was lovely to spend some �me
ge�ng to know each other. We managed to
field two teams of 4 - The Feckenham
Floozies and The Feckenham Four - and we
didn’t come last and we didn’t come first,
which we’re very pleased with.

Our next mee�ng is on Monday 18th May,
and we shall be visi�ng Mar�n Wilkes’ farm
on Berrow Hill Lane for a talk on his life as a
farrier and a look around his fascina�ng
workshop. We will be leaving the village hall
car park (on bicycles or in cars) at 8pm. It
will also be our AGM that night, which

normally lasts around 15 minutes. New
members are always welcome - it is £47 for
a year’s membership, which includes 4
magazines and discounts at several places.
Guests are also very welcome and are
encouraged to contribute £5. For more
details, contact Jen Cary 07773 883 039.
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