


THOMAS BROTHERS

R YW - 4
An Independent Family Owned Funeral Directors

Enm'l_:y owned ﬁtnerm’ homes in Redditch, Bromsgrove,
Wathall, Alvechurch ¢ Alcester. We provide a friendly,
dt'gmﬁew' service paying .g)ea}zlattmztion to detail.

REDDITCH + BROMSGROVE
01527 547777 01527 83170

WYTHALL +« ALVECHURCH + ALCESTER
01564 822001 0121 445 3422 01789 330939

As Time Goes By

YOUR LOCAL FAMILY RUN
MEMORIAL SUPPLIER
Head Stones,
Cremation Tablets
Additional Inscriptions
and Renovation Work £l

Web: astimegoesby.org.uk
Email: kfporter@blueyonder.co.uk

Please call 01527 550505

To awrrange a home visit or to find oot our opening times
Unit 5, Dunlop Road,
Hunt End Industrial Estate
Redditch B97 5XP

“MEMORIALS THAT REFLECT A LIFETIME”

BRAMM|

British Register of Accredited
Memorial Masons

A. PULLEN
MEMORIALS

Additional Inscriptions & Renovations

SHOWROOM AND WORKSHOP
338 ALCESTER ROAD, BURCOT
BROMSGROVE B60 1BH

Tel: (01527) 876200

ALL Gé_AZING
LOCKSMITHS

All double glazing repairs
Misted/broken glass replaced
Doors & windows re-aligned

(© Anti-snap locks
\ 35 years experience
For free advice & 100% honest,

reliable service, call or text
Jason on 07789 761 412
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Editor’s Note

You may be wondering
what’s going on with
our local post box on
the “bulge” at the
corner of Turton
Gardens. It turns out a2
that we shall be without
our postbox for a
number of weeks while our new solar-
powered postbox is installed. The new look
is going to be similar to the two centuries
old traditional one with innovations
somewhat altering the iconic look. The new
design with solar panels on the top of the
postboxes powering a digitally-activated
drawer, allowing customers to deposit small
parcels. Items as large as a shoebox can be
posted. It also features a barcode scanner,
which opens a drop-down drawer. Royal
Mail customers can use the service using
the Royal Mail app, can request proof of
posting, and tracking of their parcel.

the village towards Alcester. What an
amazing and eclectic stock there is to see.
It’s been there for six or seven years already!

Next, | went for a bike ride in the sun. What
a joy seeing blossom emerging and the trees
coming into leaf. | belong to a ladies’ cycling
club. Four of us headed to the Pantry at
Rush Farm in Stockwood. Look for the sign
on the left as you drive along Earls Common
Road towards Inkberrow. What a delightful
place! Good coffee, excellent cakes and
organic produce to buy and an ethos that
cares for the environment.

Isn’t it strange that one can live in an area
for many years and not be aware of local
businesses. | visited two this week. First was
to Tinks Trove on the Saltway going out of




Letter to the Editor

Dear Feckenham News Editor

| enjoyed reading John Fletcher's memories
of life in Feckenham in the 1960s, many of
which | shared. John mentioned Chester and
Phyllis Smith, proprietors of the garage. |
thought your readers might like these two
photographs (if usable) of Chester and Phyl
outside the garage. They lived in the house
to the left of the garage, next door to Mr
Peake’s amazing bird garden.

"Fill it up Phyl!", was the cry when we drew
up to the pump in my Dad's old Morris
Minor. In those days we wouldn’t dream of
doing it ourselves; self-service was unheard
of.

Happy days.

Harriet Stewart-Jones
(41 High Street from 1955 to 2011)

48 High Street
_. Feckenham

: s | B96 6HS
_01527 892188
A traditional freehouse villa Ee pub

with Food - owned and run by the
Clarke family

Proper Pub Food
at Proper Prices

Special Dishes - every day
Quality locally sourced meat

Full Menu available daily
Lunch & Evenings (not Sunday evening)

Real Ales & Ciders
3 real ales on hand pumps every day

Traditional ciders - fine wines

EASTER WEEKEND
Open all Day Good Friday to Easter Monday
Egg Hunt in t_he garden 3pm on Easter Sunday

Tuesday, 7th April - in the Bar from 8pm - Free
__TRADITIONAL MUSIC

Thursuay, 16th A nl 'r' m
CHARITY

Thursday 30th April - SPANISH MENU
www.roseandcrownfeckenham.co.uk




Feckenham Wake Update

You probably know by now that 20th June is
the date for this year’s family friendly
festival of fun (ok too many f’s..)

What you may not know is that we are
ringing the changes this year with new
attractions, a revised layout and even live
music late afternoon/early evening.

I would like to thank in particular our new
committee members Kay Ramsden and Tom
Mayo for stepping up and offering their time
and ideas. Thanks also to Feckenham
Charities and to the Parish Council for
donations towards our purchase of a couple
of new pagoda style marquees.

Last but not least we will need some
additional volunteers this year to help with
new attractions. Watch out for a Facebook
post from Maggie Stephens who will be co-
ordinating volunteers. All aspects of the
Wake are delivered by volunteers to benefit
the village, so please consider helping us on
the day with a couple of hours of your time.

Julian Bull

Beautiful flowers for special events

www.wrenandbramble.co.uk

Call Clare on 07548 832771 @ (Q@wrenandbramble

Yool
CCLima te

Air Conditioning Systems
for your Home, Office or Business
Mr Simon Baker
Tel.: 01527 892823 or 07736 447705

E-mail: simon@coolclimate.co.uk
Web: http://iwww.coolclimate.co.uk

Paddock Care & Cutting Services

Feckenham & surrounding areas
Orchards / large lawns also cut

07970 710769

JOWBROOK GARDENS

Imaginative high quality landscaping
Patios & garden walls
Ponds & water features
Also Pond & Patio cleaning
Fencing & Hedge cutting
Local, friendly service, references available
Call Glenn - 07792 613020
glen.bowbrook@live.com




Feckenham

Parish Council

SOLAR FARMS
As we reported in March, The Roundhill Solar
Farm planning application has been withdrawn.
This means that the associated applications for a
major cable route running approximately parallel
to Moors Lane and along Rockhill Lane have also
been withdrawn.
However, as we go to press news has arrived of
plans for a large solar farm to be situated on the
outskirts of Redditch. Although the main facility
would be outside the Parish the intention would
be for the connecting cables to be routed into
the National Grid switching station at
Feckenham. We await further details.

YOUR COUNCIL TAX BILL

Residents will have received their annual Council
Tax demands. It might not have escaped your
notice that the Parish Council's share of the
payments (the precept) has increased this year.
This is because the costs of running the Council
have increased, the costs associated with the
Council’s statutory obligations have risen and
there has been a need to set aside money for
large capital projects. If you'd like to know more
about the Council’s finances please feel free to
contact the Clerk.

It's worth pointing out that the only paid position
associated with the Council is that of the Clerk.
Councillors are not paid and do not claim any
allowances.

SPEED BOLLARDS

Some years ago the Parish Council, supported by
County Councillors, organised the installation of
traffic calming bollards on the B4090 through the
village. These “lislon Satellite and Milestone
Islands” (as they're officially called) proved to be
successful at encouraging drivers to slow down.
The striped poles/bollards have now become
faded and it has been decided to refurbish them

by the purchase of new “jackets” which fit over
the existing structures. The Parish Council had

ntended for the work to be undertaken by the

Parish Lengthsman but it now appears that only
County Highways staff will be permitted to do the

j

ob. We await a starting date,

UNITARY COUNCILS
At the meeting on 5th March the Council was
informed that it had been asked to comment on
the configuration of the new unitary authorities.
The Council felt that there was very little
information on the role Parish Councils would be
expected to play in the new set up - and that
decisions had already been made at higher
levels. It was felt that there was little pointina
consultation exercise at this stage in the process.

NEXT MEETING

The next Parish Council meeting will be held on
Thursday 2nd April at 7.30pm in the back room
at the Village Hall. The first part of the evening
will be taken up with the Annual Parish Meeting
during which progress reports will be presented.
Everyone is welcome to attend. There is an
“open forum” section at the beginning of all
Council meetings where you can raise matters
of concern or ask questions of the Council.

GET IN TOUCH

If you have queries or need help with local
problems you are very welcome to contact the
Council. Initially you can call the Parish Clerk on
01527 892522 or Email:
clerk@feckenham-parishcouncil.gov.uk

NEED INFORMATION?

Visit the Parish Council’s website for information
about the Council, planning issues, local
organisations and useful contact details to help
you solve problems. You'll also find digital
editions of Feckenham News going back to 2012.
feckenham-parishcouncil.gov.uk

Welcome to our
website

=

h
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feckenham-parishcouncil.gov.uk
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PARISH CHURCH of ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST

Vicar - Vacant following the appointment of Fr Glenn
to the Arch Benefice near Evesham.
Assistant Curate - The Rev Fiona Carter (unpaid
volunteer - part time only)

Church Wardens - Vacant.

Weddings and Baptisms please contact the Rev Fiona
Carter on fiona-carter@hotmail.co.uk
To arrange a Funeral please contact your Funeral

Director .

For all other enquiries please contact lan Hunter, I)AR[SH(.FP.H URCH
Secretary to the Parochial Church Council preferably : P
by email to secretary@feckenhamchurch.org.uk or ST.JOHN TaE BAPTIST

07874 800108. FECKENHAM

Website www.feckenhamchurch.or.uk

Services for April 2026

3rd April 2.00pm Good Friday Service Rev Fiona Carter

5th April 10.30am Easter Eucharist Rev Linda Nicholas
11th April 10.00am - 12.00pm Messy Church (Sat) Rev Fiona Carter

12+ April 10.30am Family Service Rev Fiona Carter
19th April 6.30pm Evensong Rev Fiona Carter
26th April 10.30am Morning Prayer Phil Tricklebank ALM

Drop in (in church

Wednesday 8+ April and 22nd April at 10.30am - 12.00pm.
All are welcome (coffee and cake)

;Ssm Coffee Stop AN
Tuesday 14+ April at 2.00pm to 3.45pm. ==
g Take a break byefore opr after schgol. Toys fo’: children. ‘“«-%_?—/

FECKENHAM ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
St John Fisher & Thomas More

Mass will not be held at St John Fisher and Thomas More until further notice.

Mount Carmel 6 pm Sunday Mass is now the Live Streamed Mass.
Link: www.eventcast.uk/live (Type the link into the browser)
Local contact: Phylis Mott, Feckenham. Tel 893898
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Reverend Fiona Writes...

Easter: A Story that still chnges lives

Easter sits at the very heart of the Christian
faith. Even for those who only occasionally
attend church, it remains one of the most
familiar and deeply loved seasons of the
year. The flowers return, the days grow
longer, and churches are filled once more
with light, music and hope. Yet Easter is far
more than a welcome break from winter, or
a date marked by chocolate eggs and family
meals. At its core is a story that continues to
speak into our lives today.

The events of Holy Week take us on a
powerful journey. From the joy of Palm
Sunday, when crowds welcomed Jesus into
Jerusalem, through the sorrow and silence
of Good Friday, to the astonishing joy of
Easter morning, we are reminded that life is
rarely straightforward. The Easter story does
not shy away from pain, loss, or uncertainty.
Instead, it meets them head-on and offers
something profoundly different: hope
beyond despair and life beyond death.

On Good Friday, Christians remember the
crucifixion of Jesus. It can feel
uncomfortable to dwell on suffering, and
many would rather move quickly on to
Easter Day. But the cross speaks into the
realities of human life. It reminds us that
God is not distant from our struggles but
knows them from the inside. Grief, injustice,
fear, and loneliness are all present in that
story. For anyone who has experienced loss
or hardship, Good Friday quietly says, “You
are not alone.”

Easter Day, however, does not end in
sorrow. The empty tomb stands as a

powerful symbol of renewal and possibility.
The resurrection is not simply about what
happened long ago; it is about what
continues to happen now. It speaks of fresh
starts, of forgiveness, and of the belief that
even the darkest situations are not the end
of the story. This is why Easter has endured
for centuries and why it still matters today.

In our busy and often uncertain world,
Easter offers a moment to pause and reflect.
It invites us to consider what needs
renewing in our own lives: relationships,
faith, hope, or perhaps simply the courage
to begin again. The message of Easter is not
that life will be free from difficulty, but that
love and hope are stronger than anything
that seeks to overwhelm them.

Our churches mark this season with special
services, music, prayer, and celebration, but
Easter is not confined to a single Sunday. Its
message carries forward into everyday life
— into acts of kindness, care for neighbours,
and the quiet determination to believe that
goodness still has the final word.

Whether you come to church regularly,
occasionally, or are simply reading this
magazine out of interest, you are warmly
invited to share in the Easter story. It is a
story of light breaking into darkness, of love
overcoming fear, and of hope renewed — a
story that continues to change lives, perhaps
even our own.

May this Easter bring you peace, joy, and the
promise of new beginnings.

EASTER LILIES

A reminder for anyone who would like to make a donation towards
Easter lilies in memory of loved ones, to be included in the floral
decorations in church for Easter Sunday to please send their
contribution to Angela Fletcher 12 Mill Lane, Feckenham B96 6HY Tel
No. 01527 893231 (cheques should be made payable to Feckenham
PCC). Thank you everyone and we look forward to seeing the flower
groups displays of lilies and spring flowers filling the church once again!

Margaret and Marg Co-ordinators.




ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETINGS

will be held in St John the Baptist Church, Feckenham
on Sunday 3~ May 2026 following the10.30 am Eucharist

For the election of two churchwardens, two representatives to the Redditch & Bromsgrove
Deanery Synod and two representatives to the Parochial Church Council.

The Meeting will consider reports on the Electoral Roll, Proceedings of the Parochial Church
Council, Activities of the parish, the Redditch & Bromsgrove Deanery Synod and the
Financial Statement for 2025.

The formal notice of the meeting will be displayed on the church door for at least two
Sundays before the Meeting.

lan Hunter
PCC Secretary)

Children’s Society Collection Boxes

Bennett Decoration

Painting & Decorating

The boxes are due to be opened in April. If
you have a box, please pass it to Mary
Smith, the box co-ordinator. Boxes can be A
handed over to Mary at a church service. (
Alternatively she can be contacted on 01527 I
550826 to arrange collection or drop off. In
addition, Jo Warrilow has kindly agreed that
boxes can be dropped off at her house
(Timber End Cottage, next to the village car
park) at the beginning of April. Many thanks
in advance.

Interior & Exterior
A First Class Work
Tel: 01527 893162

Mab: 0797 3627269
Free Estimates
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Feckemham's Own...
-

Listen at
www.swansbrook.com

ARE YOU RECEIVING US?
This summer Swansbrook Radio will celebrate 10
years on the air. We pushed the big red button at
The Wake in 2016 and since then we’ve been a
fixture - broadcasting 24/7, 365 days of the year
(366 in leap years).

Our weekly programmes have just clocked up 500
editions. If you were to be foolhardy enough as to
want to listen to the full catalogue of lan Bellion’s
“Happy Hour” it would take you 21 days without
a break. We're not suggesting that you do such a
thing - that way madness lies - but our entire 10
years worth of output is available for you to delve
into through the “On Demand” page of our
website at swansbrook.com

HOW TO MAKE WHOOPEE?
How should we celebrate our big anniversary?
Should we have a big on air party? Should we
have fireworks and a regatta on the waters of the
Swansbrook? Should we get wildly drunk and
disgrace ourselves over the airwaves? All of these
things may well happen - but we think that the
best way we could celebrate would be by
introducing some new voices, new producers or
new organisers to add to the mix and to ensure
that the station continues to serve the village in
years to come,

GET IN TOUCH

So, if you have ideas, want to appear on the air,
want to produce shows, want to write scripts - or
help us run a radio station - now’s your chance!
All it takes to set the ball rolling is an email to
radio@swansbrook.com - we’d love to hear from
you and welcome you as part of the team.

LISTEN TO THE SWANS

Go to www.swansbrook.com and follow
the instructions you'll find there. Most of
our programmes are available for you to
play ON DEMAND - listen when and where
you like - as often as you like.
FECKENHAM’S OWN Local Radio

www.swansbrook.com

Our March meeting was a sociable craft and
natter session (or just natter!). It was a
lovely opportunity to find out more about
each other, our skills and what we’re
working on. We also discussed our
upcoming meetings and the new
membership year ahead, looking forward to
our AGM in May.

Our April meeting is a trip to Kington &
Dormston village hall for a quiz with other
local W.I. groups.

Our subs are due at the end of March - it’s
£47 for the year, which equates to just £3.90
per meeting and 4 W.I. Life magazines.
Anyone interested in joining should contact
Jen Cary jen@thecarys.co.uk 07773 883 039.

Can’t think what to do with your garden?
Let me help!

Claire Ellis
Complete Gardens

Design & Planting
Maintenance & Rejuvenation
Consultancy

& 07773 101750 or 01527 894745

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY

L

W ‘

‘ J  CLEANING SPECIALISTS
T s DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
EAN it ECO FRIENDLY

"J@“' _...
" camrere FAMILY RUN SINCE 1980

ncca

MATIORAL EAAPEY ELLINLSS MABEUTIEN

www.WainwrightsCarpetCleaning.co.uk
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WHAT'S ON IN

TheWNri

INSFIRING WORNMERN

Next Meeting: Monday, 20th April

QUIZ NIGHT

at Kington & Dormston Village Hall
Contact jen@thecarys.co.uk for details
or call 07773 883 039.

ERSTWHILE

-

BORDER MORRIS

Twice monthly Sessions
at Feckenham Village Hall

2nd and 4th Fridays - Tpm

Feckenham Parish Council
Annual Parish Meeting
followed by an Ordinary

MEETING

Thursday, 2nd April - 7.30pm

Feckenham Village Hall
(Back Room)  All welcome
Meetings include a Public Forum where
parishioners can bring matters to the attention
of the Council and ask questions.

CRAFT AND NATTER

on the 2nhd Tuesday of each month
in the bar at the Rose and Crown

from 7pm

You cah come alohg with your Craft,
watch others - Or have a 20 at learhihg

something hew

Feckenham READERS GROUP

Wednesday, 8th April - 7.45pm
This month’s book: M’{g\y“
SMALL  £57

THINGS 8
LIKE THESE -

By Claire Keegan
Information: 01527 892285 o

Send etails of events for FREE listing to:

AN EVENING WITH

HANNAH
BRINE

singer, songwriter,
and composer

3lth May - 3tock & Bradley Village

Ell
¢ . shvh.org.uk »

Feckenham



FECKENHAM

( ‘: \ MUSICMAKING
WE ROSEQ CROWN
irst Tuesday of

every month from 8pm

rEcRENODED
THE 100 YEAR OLD

MAN WHO CLIMBED /
0UT OF THE WINDOW

NEXT SESSION: Tuesday, 7th April

Stock & Bradley Gardening Clb
NUTS ABOUT
NARCISSUS

A Talk by Pip Smith

Wednesday, 1st April - 7.30pm
Stock & Bradley Village Hall

Annual Plant Sale

Saturday 9th May 2026
10.00 - 12.00

At Stock & Bradley
Village Hall -

B96 6RW

Feckenham's Own..

Listen at
www.swansbrook.com

ROBERT
ELMS

The FeckenOdeon Cmemas
at Feckenham Village Hall
Tickets for all shows from The Rose & Crown and Village Shop
Telephone Booking 0333 666 3366* Online Booking* & full information at

www.feckenodeon.co.uk

*Booking Fee applies to Phone and Online Bookings
*Phone calls answered by Ticketsource and charged at standard rates - NOT a premium fine

whatson@feckenham f9.co.uk or call 892130

CIRIEM/A
SOCIETY




Jessica Byatt: Yoga and Meditation

| moved to this beautiful village 6 years ago
and have been your local Yoga teacher at
Feckenham Village Hall since 2022. | have
been practicing for 16 years and continue to
be inspired to help others through yoga.

Yoga in Sanskrit means to yoke, to unite,
bring together the body, mind and spirit or
connect to the |

individual self.
Originated from
traditions in India
over 5,000 years
ago, written and
rewritten in
philosophical texts,
and now universally
evolved into
different styles.
Including Hatha,
Restorative and Yin,
Chair Yoga and
more. With
components of

physical movement, postures, mindfulness
meditation and breath control. Today it is
popularly westernised to more of a physical
practice and perhaps less authentic and
more ego focused. Many assume it is just
about complex shapes, or touching your
toes and being super flexible. Or having a
certain body type, be a certain age or
gender to practice. Taking us away from its
traditional roots of uniting the self.

Yoga is accessible for all, including
beginners, seniors and those with a
disability. It can be adapted to suit the
unique needs of the individual. Yoga is a
versatile practice online, in person and can
be practiced almost anywhere.

Yoga has proven and scientific benefits in
supporting us:

physically, emotionally and mentally
flexibility, mobility and strength
posture, balance and alignment

in the ageing process, chronic pain and
injury prevention

with sleep, fatigue and energy levels
to balance the nervous system

with anxiety and depression

in reducing stress and high blood
pressure and more

Yoga is an individual journey that continues
off the mat, it has no limitations and can be

what you choose it to be.
Beauty f

by Elizabeth asrmsiogcH

Skln\ Therapist fridpping

Flexible appointment
fimes available
lephone: 01527 822698
Mobile; 07890 978059
Microdematrasion, I.\*‘I. Collagen lift fackals, Cidler Ml Houser

bio sculphue, massage, gel o, waring, Cider Mil Lane, Bradiey Graan
@yelosh finfing, manicure, pedicure and many morel Redditch, Worcestershire B94 6TH
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N A Jones
Plumbing & Heating Ltd

Specialists in Aga Rayburn appliances
We service Gas and oil appliances

Supply and fit e-control and electrickit
; electric conversions to your existing
Doors & Windows Aga Cooker

Orangeries & Conservatories Supply and install
Garage Doors & Gates preloved/refurbished Agas

Oak Framed I_Dc)rches Free quotes for replacement Gas & Oil
Bespoke Staircases boilers

Llsted Buﬂdlng Work . . .
www.najonesplumbingandheating.co.uk
it] }'cf 1l Email:_najonesplumbingandheating@gmail.com

Tel 01562 752659
Mob 07770698073

Bespoke Made to Measure Joinery

T: 01527 68179 M: 07852 177453
www.redditch-joinery.co.uk

REVIVAL

HEALTH & WELLBEING CENTRE

Mind | Body | Gym

Acupuncture | Physiotherapy | Osteopathy | Laser Treatment
Neurological Physiotherapy | Pregnancy Massage | Shockwave Therapy
Lymphatic Drainage | Sports Massage | Sports Therapy
Vestibular Rehabilitation | Women's Health | Indian Head Massage
Prehab & Rehab | Clinical Pilates | Gym Memberships | Personal Training
Yoga | Strong & Steady Classes | Parkinson’s Classes

To find out more visit www.revival-health.co.uk
01386 792126
info@revival-health.co.uk
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The FeckenOdeon
Cinema Socety

#

"

OUT WITH A BANG

Based on the internaticnally best-selling novel by
Jonas Jonasson April's film in FeckenOdeon 2 tells the
unlikely story of a 100-year-old man whe decides it's
not too late to start over. He climbs out of his care
home window and heads off into the unknown.

For most pecple it would be the adventure of a
lifetime, but Allan Kariszon's unexpected journey is
not his first. For & century he's made the world
uncertain, and now he is on the loose again. Fast,
funny and explosive! (Sweden 2014)

THE 100 YEAR OLD MAN WHO CLIMBED OUT OF
THE WINDOW AND DISAPPEARED {15)
Friday, 17th April at Bpm

¥ gy
UNITED IN SONG
As WWI rages on, the Choral Society in a small
English town has lost most of its men to the army.
The Cheoral’s commitiee is determined to press
ahead with new recruits. They engage a driven new
chorus master, Dr. Henry Guthrie — recently re-
turned from a career in Germany. As conscription
papers start to arrive, the community discovers
that the best response to the war is 1o make music
together. Scripted by Alan Bennett, this heart
warming film stars Ralph Fiennes, Mark Addy and
Alun Armstrong. (UK 2026)
THE CHORAL (12A)
Saturday, 25th April at 7.30pm
Tickets for all FeckenOdeon shows are on sale
at The Village Shop and The Rose & Crown.

You can also book by phone on 0333 666 3366
or online at www_feckenodeon.co.uk

Feckenham Village Hall

THE PARTY’S OVER - FOR NOW

The Village Hall's season of live shows ended on
22nd March with the remarkable Bingo Murder
Mystery “Eyes Down”. What a season it’s been!
Theatre, Big Bands, Classical music and a real live
rock star - all live and on stage right here in
Feckenham. The Hall's Committee is most grateful
to those people who've appeared to lend a hand
with setting up and clearing up as well as those
who help by selling tickets and publicising the
shows. Mention must also be made of the Hall’s
own team who build the stage, man the bar and do
all those things that make the shows possible -
some (but not all) of them are pictured below as
they prepare to open the doors at the recent

LOOKING AHEAD

The Hall is working on the next season - starting in
the autumn. There will be another three Live and
Local shows. This Arts Council funded scheme
currently serves 12 counties and is now working to
book and allocate hundreds of different
performances. We'll find out which shows we've
got during the summer. The Neil Coley Big Band is
already booked to return in December and we're
expecting to host an outdoor show some time
during the summer. Watch this space for details!

MEANTIME IN BRADLEY GREEN...
Our colleagues at Stock & Bradley VH have one
more Live & Local show this season. On 30th May
they welcome singer songwriter HANNA BRINE
and her band - visit sbvh.org.uk for details.

Feckenham Village Hall Improvement Fund
Draw. Carried out on 3rd March 2026.

March:

1st (£25) 30 Michael & Phyllis Mott
2nd (£15) 5  Louise Burn

3rd (£10) 156 Dan & Hannah Harris
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\Natural Stone,Tlle & Vinyl Floor Cleaning,
p Restoratlon Sealing & Pollshmg Specnallsts

Est 1999. Based in Shy, k, Nr Feckenham

/ >

~a

Telephone: Paul Godson 07899 790580 or 0800 197 3838
Website: www.tileandstonemedic.co.uk ‘
email: paul@tileandstonemedic.co.uk

@leaning & Restoration Services

BABIES NURSERY AGE SCHOOL AGE
SWIMMING LESSONS
Private, Purpose Built Pool Free Parking Highly Trained Teachers

01527 821978

www.chessgroveswim co.uk
info@chessgroveswim.co.uk

Chessgrove

Ditchford Bank Read, Hanbury,
Bromsgrove, Worcestershire B60 4HS




Village Shop - Alan Slater

On a recent trip to Solihull I was dismayed to
see how many independent retail outlets
had ceased trading since my last visit there
just three years ago. Many of those
disappeared businesses had been run by the
same families for generations but had no
doubt succumbed to the pressures of
internet shopping and crippling increases to
their business overheads. It is sad to witness
the changes that have occurred in recent
times to our shopping centres and
traditional High Streets that now all appear
the same. To my untrained eye, all that's left
are rows of hairdressers, tattoo parlours,
tanning salons, charity shops and numerous
opportunities to buy a coffee. | realise and
accept that the face of retailing is changing.
After all you can't get a tattoo or get your
hair cut by computer but I've always enjoyed
a stroll down a high street and browsing in
the windows of traditional outlets such as
the butchers, ironmongers, outfitters and
greengrocers. A recent article in this
magazine recalled the numerous shops that
existed in Feckenham within our
generation’s memory but have long gone,
We are left with just one..... The Village
Shop.

Fortunately the majority of villagers do
support us and we are grateful that they do.
After all, who wants to get in the car and
drive six miles when there is a need for a
bottle of milk or half a dozen eggs. Our shop
adds great value to our village, so the simple
message is... use it or lose it. Our Buying
Team in turn adhere to the same principle
by supporting local small businesses
whenever possible as a large number of our
suppliers are based within a 15 mile radius
of our village.

Now that Easter is almost upon us, the Shop
has been appropriately decorated by Rhian
and Lisa so thanks ladies for making the

shop look so appealing. Our champion
knitter Margaret Green has also been
working overtime to provide a lovely
selection of knitted Easter Bunnies that are
being sold in support of Project Morogoro,
the charity that provides midwifery care in
East Africa. Complete with a Cadbury creme
egg, they make a unique gift for the kids/
grandkids and all the money raised does go
to the charity.

We have recently added to that list by
stocking a new range of ready meals
produced by the Wyre Food Company. Ideal
to freeze or consume on the day. A selection
of popular dishes can be found on display at
our deli counter. So when you're out of ideas
for the evening meal give them a try.

As we are about to enter our busiest six
months of the year | unashamedly make my
regular appeal for more volunteers, just so |
can allow a few of the existing Team to go
on holiday. If you fancy doing a couple of
hours a week in a very friendly atmosphere
then please do call in and have a chat and
we will be delighted to see you. No previous
experience needed.

We will see you soon | hope and as always,
thanks for the continued support of your
local shop.
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An Organic

Allotment

by Pete Delaney

The weather in the pre-Spring months has
continued to make it difficult to be on the
plot and preparing the ground for Spring
sowings and plantings. Lots of rain and a few
late frosts have set things back and | shall be
playing catch up through out this season. In
March | was still preparing beds in which |
have normally sown early crops such as
potatoes and onions. Still, plants usually
tend to catch up with the season in the end.
| always think of April as the hungry month:
as | finish last year's late crops, such as
parsnips and leeks, while still awaiting first
harvests of this year's new ones, mostly
lettuce and other early salads.

As | finish eating last year's parsnips, | begin
sowing this year’s crop. Parsnips are a fussy
germination. The ground should be kept
moist but not soaking and the seed doesn't
like it too cold. | cover the beds with glass
sheets (old windows in frames). The glass
keeps the ground and the seed warm and
protects the bed from too much rain, so that
| am in control of the beds’ watering, | am
always happy when I finally see the first
parsnip shoots.

| sowed second earlies potatoes in mid-
March and | shall hope to be earthing up
around their heads by the beginning of this
month and, by then, | shall have sown my
main crop spuds to BT
join them. As | say, |
have put them in the
ground a little later
than usual due to the
early season wet
conditions. This has
also been the case
with my Jerusalem
artichokes.

Broad beans are
growing in the pots in
which | sowed them
indoors and will soon
be ready to plant out.

Out on the plot garlic
is showing strong and
autumn planted
romaine lettuce,
wintered in a cold

frame will, by the end of the month, have
some heads ready for harvest. Although by
then | shall have harvested several outer
leaves from them.

Also in March | sowed in beds onions and
shallots, both of which | have usually already
planted the sets in late February.

In early April | shall sow in the poly-tunnel in
pots or trays, peas, summer cabbage and
sprouts and any other brassicas | wish to
grow, indoor cucumbers and tomatoes,
sweet corn and peppers, courgettes,
pumpkin and butternut squash. All to grow
on until they are ready to plant into larger
pots or prepared beds.

Under a cloche outside | shall sow the first
of this year’s lettuce and salad leaves such
as mustard and with repeat sowings at
intervals during the summer. Radicchio |
bring up under
cloche cover. It's
bitter leaf is a
favourite in my
salads when the
heads have tightly
formed in late
summer.

In April | also sow
runner beans,
haricot beans and
French string beans.
Allin pots so as to
be ready to plant
out in May.
Beetroot and chard |
sow straight into
pre-fed and

) prepared beds

| covering with glass
or plastic cloche
until late frosts have
passed.

So altogether there is plenty to do down the
plot... and soon | shall be preparing beds for
all | have sown into pots this month, and as |
say, aside from April's usual busy agenda,
there is all the catching up after this
season’s early wet conditions, and no matter
what the weather, the weeds of course are
thriving.
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Rob Cole’s Gardening Tips -

Spring Foliage

April is a time of year when any splashes of
colour are welcome in the garden, and even
more so when the colour comes from long
lasting foliage rather than short-lived bloom.

My first two choices are both Iris, a genus
more renowned for its flowers than its
foliage, but these two both have good
coloured foliage in April. Iris pallida
'Variegata' has typical leaves, but strongly
striped in pale green, gold, and cream. The
foliage stands at about 450mm, and the soft
blue flowers overtop the leaves to about
750mm.

Iris 'Glory of Amlwch' is my second choice
and is a plant rarely offered. | bought ours
at Beacon Nurseries in Eckington,
Gloucestershire (now closed) in April 2003
and have never seen a plant for sale
anywhere since. Its new foliage is a pale
creamy yellow, eventually deepening, and
ending up green by about July. Itis short
growing at about 600mm, and has pale
yellow flowers. The name, | think,
commemorates the village of Amlwch on
Anglesey, and | would love to know its origin
and raiser.

A number of plants have spring foliage
appeal which is transient. One such plant is
the Honeysuckle Lonicera caprifolium 'Anna
Fletcher', which has round leaves through
which the stem penetrates (perfoliate). In
early spring, before the stems extend, the
layers of leaves are close together and give a
most unusual foliage effect. Another such
plant is Valeriana phu 'Aurea'’ which shines a
brilliant yellow in the Spring when its new
foliage emerges, but by the time its loose
heads of small white flowers appear it is
time to cut it back hard and enjoy another
round of emerging leaves later in the year.

For a foliage plant, Veratrum nigrum takes a
lot of beating, and in spring the fresh and
pleated leaves are simply stunning. It is very

slow to bulk up for propagation, and even
slower from seed - but worth the wait if you
have the patience.

Although lots of people despise the
Loosestrife, we find that the variegated form
Lysimachia punctata 'Alexander’ is a lot less
vigorous than the roguish species, and its
new creamy coloured foliage is strongly
flushed with pink for a longish period in
April. It eventually turns to green and
cream, and then its yellow flowers appear
and last until August. A long season of
interest.

feckenham

allotments et

YOUR OWN FRESH VEG...

If you want to grow your own fruit, veg or flowers
this is the time of year to start! Start digging and
planting now - and you'll soon see the fruits of
your labours.

We currently have one small plot available at the
Moors Lane Allotments. Our rental rates are
remarkably reasonable and you could start
straightaway. Just call 01527 892130 or email
falgssec@gmail.com for more information.

Landscaping
Jeff Annand Contracting

Blockpaving - Ponds - Patios - Groundwork
& General Property Maintenance

Free Quotes
References available
Fully insured

Tel: 07968 668906

or 01527 894745
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Our next meeting at the Village Hall is on Wednesday 1st April 2026 and will be a talk by
Pip Smith entitled ‘Nuts About Narcissus’. He will describe his passion for the Narcissus,
giving us an insight into its history, the breeders, the cut flower industry, the various
types of Narcissus and ending with some recommended varieties.

NEXT CLUB EVENT — Wednesday 1st April 2026

The subject for the monthly competition is ‘Three Daffodil flowers (the same or different)
— with foliage’.

ANNUAL PLANT SALE

Our Annual Plant Sale this year will be on Saturday 9th May in the Village Hall, from
10:00am to 12:00 noon — put a note in your diary now!

Club meetings are normally held on the first Wednesday of each month at the Village
Hall, Church Road, Bradley Green starting at 7.30pm, and are free to members for an
annual subscription of £5.00 for 2026. Visitors are made very welcome and may attend
for £3.00 per meeting.

If you require any further information, ring Rob Cole (Chairman) on 07544 832052.

LANDSCRAPING
E GROUNOWORKS

Specialising in a range of services including:

* Landscaping [ ;= Ground

Please contact Scott and his team at
admin@scglandscapes.com or call
07540476568 if you would like to discuss your
garden plans, or would like more information about
our company portfolio.




Feckenham Archive - Marion Chute

Such a familiar photo, kindly
sent in my Michael and
Phylis Mott. A nativity play
from the early 1980s..
Probably all captains of
industry now!

Feckenham Cricket Club

Spring is in the air & the smell of cut grass
brings the arrival of our summer sport, & as
soon as we can see the tarmac through the
water on Astwood Lane for the full stretch
from School Lane all the way to Rock Hill
Lane we know we’re through the worst.

In March we held a hugely successful night
at the Village Hall with Skabucks playing, it
went down a storm & thanks to all who
supported from the village.

The clubhouse is slowly going through a
refurb & we have been lucky enough to have

been donated two large screen TVs to go
with Sky Sports & the upcoming World Cup.
Thanks also to all our new members & also
all of our sponsors for the coming season,
Davros Steel, Badger Windows, the Village
Shop, Chessgrove & Serious Sport.

Let the season commence, come & enjoy
some occasional decent cricket & the odd
comedy roadshow, our bar is open
weekends & on match nights and we have
food vans every Friday from May onward.

ANDREW SMITH
CHIMNEY SWEEP

Traditional and Power Sweeping
Clean, reliable and fully insured
smoke test, CCTV and certificates,
Evening and weekend appointments
also available

Member of the
Institute of Chimney
Sweeps

Based locally in Inkberrow
Phone: 01386 793248
Mobile: 07789 721303

Feckenham

GARAGE

%MOT Testing Station

Servicing & Repairs to all makes

01527 892483
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YOGA

BALANCE YOUR MIND & BODY

FIRST
CLASS
FREE!

Tuesdays | 19:00pm
Stock & Bradley Hall

Thursdays | 18:00pm
L. 07532282282 Feckenham Hall

° Jessica Byatt Yoga & Meditation
©® @jessicabyatt.yogaandmeditation

fHome service
Carpets | Vinyls | Laminates | Wood Floors | LVT

| 25 Direct Floors

Mobile showroom to your home
Save up to 30% on shop prices
Over 3000 samples on our van

Furniture moved & carpets uplifted for OAP'S & disabled free of charge

01527-894777
o

www.direct-floors.co.uk

Dave Powell
Decoration
07747 691461

for Quality painting and
decorating
Based in Feckenham

davidpowell253@gmail.com

SUNFLOWER
B;EE SOFT FURNISHINGS
Sunflower Soft Furnishings offers bespoke
curtains, blinds, and soft furnishings to
the Worcestershire area. Please contact
us to schedule a visit to our studio.
Home consultations available.
Unit 17 Stockwood Business Park
Stockwood, Redditch B96 65X

07976 640307 | 01905 381811
sunflower-softfurnishings.co.uk

Fencing

Groundworks - Foundations

Equestrian — Agricultural — Domestic
Free estimates — over 25y experience

Based locally in Bradley Green

WD & NM Willison Ltd

Mob: 07825034320
Email : wwdandnmitd@gmail.com

HARDWOOD

5LOGS

FOR SALE
NO DELIVERY CHARGE
ALSO BAGS FOR SALE

Telephone anytime:

01905 620034 o 781 952949

TAPCAST

computer services

Local, trusted IT support done remotely & onsite

IT Support + Microsoft Office 365 & Cloud
Remote Working Solutions = Computer Equipment
Security Services « Backup & Disaster Recovery
Call 01386 792196
jane.neal@tapcast.co.uk

RTI

COLOR CODE MOTORS LTD

Accident repair specialists

www.tapcast.co.uk -

Colour matching 100% guaranteed

Fleet & commercial vans
Complete restoration & fibreglass work
Fully equipped purpose built work shop
Established 35 Years

Telephone: 01527 854155

Email: colorcodemotors@btconnect.com
Unit A, Green Lane, The Slough, Studley, Warks. B80 7EY
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TREE SURGEONS .

TREE SURGERY - HEDGE TRIMMING - :
LOPPING, PRUNING - STUMP REMOVAL =>

Tel: 07970 263779

or 01527 892828

184 THE RIDGEWAY, ASTWOOD BANK FULLY INSURED - NPTC CERT.

Are Your [Locks Behaving Badly 7

NO CALL OUT CHARGE * FREE ESTIMATES
SAME DAY SERVICE * NO VAT ON LABOUR

All Types Of Door & Window Lock Problems
Locks Opened, Serviced & Repaired
Outdated Locks Upgraded To Current Standards
High Security Anti-Snap Locks Fitted
UPVC Multi-Point Lock Repair Specialist
Jammed & Dropped Doors Realigned & Adjusted =
FIX AN ISSUE BEFORE IT BECOMES A PROBLEM Coffee Shop with Veranda

Home Security With Crime Prevention Advice L‘?CG lly-sourced PTOdUC_*S
Additional Door & Window Security Deli, Cakes, Beers Oﬁq Wines
Including Garages, Sheds, Gates & more Household Essentials
A Family Run Business serving Worcestershire

Traditional Skills & Workmanship for 30 Years
For More Help & Advice Contact Stewart

A THE LOCKSMITH ¢

LOCAL + RELIABLE * INDEPENDENT
01905570999 07871442011

www.locksmithworcestershire.co.uk

WHY REPLACE YOUR DOOR WE’LL REPAIR
“ AS GOOD AS NEW "

M Established Over 40 Years
Chimney Sweep

Clean & Efficient - Brush & Vacuum

st it RS CORNELL.
(|

Competitive Prices - Cowl Fitting

Graeme Butlin
OXL21 44585 5913
0754 587 6475

46 Oxford Road, Moseley, Birmingham B13 9ER




