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March

4th S&B Gardening Club Mee�ng
5th Parish Council Mee�ng
7th Midland Sinfonia
11th Readers Group
13th FeckenOdeon 2
14th Skabucks
16th WI
21st Crime Preven�on Event
22nd Theatre in the Village Hall
28th FeckenOdeon

Regular Sessions

Mondays Dance Academy
Tuesdays Tai Chi
Wednesdays Playgroup (term �me)
Thursdays Bridge; Hatha Yoga

Second Monday of the month: Mobile Library
First Tuesday of the month: Lunch Club, Feckenham Sessions
Second Tuesday of the month: Cra� and Na�er
First and Third Wednesday: Community Choir
Second Wednesday: Art Club
Third Monday of the month: WI
1st and 3rd Fridays : Erstwhile Morris Dancers
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Editor’s Note

Winfields

There was an
interes�ng mee�ng to
discuss the future of
the Winfelds site. If
you are interested in
the outcome, and
would like to be on the steering group,
please contact Alan Smith as detailed on
the next page.

Bloomin’ Lovely

I know it’s very Bri�sh to dwell on the
weather but this month it’s been so wet
that it is really affec�ng our lives.
Astwood Bank, just up the road, has been
in the news as the one of the we�est
places in England at �mes with a near-
con�nuous streak of rain. As of mid-
February 2026, the village recorded over
40 consecu�ve days of persistent rain.

It is so hard to get out and about on the
paths which are water-logged and
slippery, but ever the op�mist, I have
spo�ed signs of spring colour,
par�cularly no�ng the very pre�y daffs,
planted by Feckenham in Bloom,
emerging long Church Walk and the plant
pictured on the front cover. I asked our
resident expert, Rob Cole, to iden�ty
them and here’s his reply:

“It is Cyclamen coum - and a par�cularly
fine colour. It could have been planted,
but ants take the seed because it has a
'sugary' coa�ng, so it might have spread
from a nearby garden. It is a very robust
plant and will take any frost that nature
cares to throw at it, even when it's in
flower. Colour varies from dark pink, to
pale pink, to white, and the leaves vary
too and can be quite silvery in some
varie�es. It makes a lovely early
flowering garden plant, especially with
snowdrops and Winter Aconite.”
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I should like to extend my personal
thanks to the Parish Council in liaising
with the owner of the Winfield’s Site and
Building, and facilita�ng a preliminary
mee�ng prior to the Parish Council
mee�ng on February 5th. I’m sure others
feel the same gra�tude.

My feeling from that mee�ng was that
there was general agreement that the
offer by Joe Winfield was very welcome,
needed much further work to define a
way forward but had the poten�al to
provide our community with fantas�c
addi�onal local facili�es and
opportuni�es. This would not be without
the risk of �me being invested to li�le or
no outcome.

I believe that to develop, the ini�a�ve
needs a new and separate working group.
The task may simply be to understand the
commercial and contractual model that
the owner envisages. It may be that the
task extends further into researching and
developing further partners who wish to
establish commercial ventures on the
site. Possibly some frac�on of the site can
house our own, even new, community
enterprises; given that the village already
has several valued community businesses
with which we would not want to

compete or compromise.
We should not look a gi� horse in the
mouth, at the same �me we should fully
understand the poten�al costs and risks.
This can only be done with further work
and collabora�on by ourselves and with
Joe. It can best be achieved by a number
of individuals joining together into a
Working Group and only be done in a
�mely manner if that Working Group is
small, say less than six people, even
though that constraint would put a higher
work load on each person. So the
individuals need to be able to invest
considerable �me and effort. I am not self
appoin�ng myself to be part of that
Group, but it needs to be formed. Can I
suggest that if there is anyone interested
in inves�ng �me and effort into a
venture, with poten�ally no useful
outcome, that they contact the Chair of
the Parish Council, Alan Smith,
(alansmith@feckenham-
parishcouncil.gov.uk) who will collate
interest and arrange a hand-over mee�ng
for the Group to assume ownership of
the whole proposal.

Mar�n Strange
Treasurer, Feckenham Village Square
Commi�ee
FeckVAT@gmail.com

Winfield’s Site and Building
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CHURCH SERVICES

FECKENHAM ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
St John Fisher & Thomas More

Mass will not be held at St John Fisher and Thomas More un�l further no�ce.

Mount Carmel 6 pm Sunday Mass is now the Live Streamed Mass.
Link: www.eventcast.uk/live (Type the link into the browser)

Local contact: Phylis Mo�, Feckenham. Tel 893898

PARISH CHURCH of ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST

Services for December 2025Services for March 2026

Vicar - Vacant following the appointment of Fr Glenn
to the Arch Benefice near Evesham.

Assistant Curate - The Rev Fiona Carter (unpaid
volunteer - part �me only)
Church Wardens - Vacant.

Weddings and Bap�sms please contact the Rev Fiona
Carter on fiona-carter@hotmail.co.uk

To arrange a Funeral please contact your Funeral
Director

For all other enquiries please contact Ian Hunter,
Secretary to the Parochial Church Council preferably
by email to secretary@feckenhamchurch.org.uk or

07874 800108.
Website www.feckenhamchurch.or.uk

1st March 10.30am Communion Rev Fiona Carter
Families welcome

8th March 10.30am Family Service Rev Linda Nicholas

15th March 6.30pm Evensong Rev Fiona Carter

22nd March 10.30am Morning Prayer Phil Tricklebank ALM

29th March 10.30am Palm Sunday Eucharist Rev Fiona Carter
10.15am from the car park for procession

Drop in (in church)
Wednesday 11thMarch and 25th March at 10.30am - 12.00pm.

All welcome (coffee and cake)

Coffee Stop
Tuesday 10thMarch at 2.00pm to 3.45pm.

Take a break before or a�er school. Toys for children.
All welcome (coffee and cake)
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Feckenham Village Christmas card
and other charitable giving

The church is delighted to report that
thanks to the generous dona�ons
received, both for gree�ngs in the card
and other dona�ons, £1,355 was sent to
Shelter to help support their work with
homelessness and we have had a le�er of
thanks from them.
The Church funded the cost of prin�ng the
card and our thanks to Gilly for arranging
all the gree�ngs on it. In addi�on, the
Church has always made dona�ons to
other Chari�es to demonstrate God’s love
with generosity and acts of kindness. In
2025 dona�ons were made to The Royal
Bri�sh Legion, the Salva�on Army, Crisis,
and the local Chari�es, Nightstop, Acts of
Kindness (Redditch food bank) and Where
Next. The amount we can give depends on
the level of general fund dona�ons we
receive.
In addi�on, £690 was sent to The Leprosy
Mission in October, from the net proceeds
of the concert organised by Clare Furey.
The Church has also supported the Make
Christmas Special Toy Appeal with over 50
new toys being collected in Feckenham
and taken to the distribu�on “shop” in
Redditch Town Centre. In 2025 this Appeal
supported 1,520 children from all areas of
Redditch, urban and rural, a 47% increase
on the previous year. It is led by the
churches in Redditch and supported by all
the churches in the surrounding area plus
support from Kingfisher Centre
Management providing the retail unit free
of charge, Redditch Borough Council and
Corporate partners such as Tesco & Coffee

#1 ac�ng as dona�on hubs.
Feckenham village church con�nues to be
a collec�on point for the Redditch Food
Bank, with regular deliveries to the Food
Bank of the donated food. The church is
open every day to enable this to happen.
A big thank you to everyone who
contributed in any way to any of these
charitable giving appeals.

Hudson Slater
arriving to join
the Messy
Church session



10

This group has been set up for people
who would like to share a cra�, cra� with
others, just come along and watch or,
maybe, have a go at learning something
new. Wwe meet up on the second
Tuesday of each month in the Rose and
Crown bar from 7pm would be lovely to
see you. Don’t be shy!

Cra� and Na�er

The Safekeep by Yael van der Wouden

There were mixed opinions about this
book. The consensus was that the first
half was rather slow but when we
reached the second half and the “big
reveal” it took off. Most of us weren’t put
off by Chapter 10 which the author and
our host warned us about. You’ll have to
read the book to understand this
enigma�c message!
Set in the early 1960s in the Netherlands,
we didn’t warm to the characters -
perhaps the author’s inten�on. At the
heart of the book was the central
character’s isola�on and reac�on to loss
as well as the posi�on of a daughter
caring for a mother whilst her brothers
le� the family home. We learned a lot
about what had happened to property
owned previously by Jewish families. A
new insight for many of us.

Children’s Society Collec�on Boxes

The boxes are due to be opened in April.
If you have a box, please pass it to Mary
Smith, the box co-ordinator. Boxes can be
handed over to Mary at a church service
during March/April or at the Church
Drop-in on the morning of Wednesday 25
March 2026. Alterna�vely she can be
contacted on 07748 185166 to arrange
collec�on or drop off. In addi�on, Jo
Warrilow has kindly agreed that boxes
can be dropped off at her house (Timber
End Co�age) at the beginning of April.
Many thanks in advance.

Readers Group
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Newshound - Jen Cary

I’ve been persuaded to briefly return to
being Newshound to interview and
welcome to the village Alex Richardson
and Philippa Rowley. They moved into
Number 6 Alcester
Road in early
November, and
managed to
decorate and unpack
just in �me to
welcome their
beau�ful first child,
Edith, in early
January. They
brought with them
their dog Frank, a
sandy-red wire-
haired Vizsla, and their two cats; a white
one called Stuart and a black and white
one called Antony. Alex is from Webheath
and is 36. He’s a self-employed financial
advisor, specialising in tax and pension
planning. He used to play cricket and now
enjoys golf. Philippa is from Kinver and is
34. She is a solicitor specialising in
conten�ous probates. They chose to
make their family home in Feckenham
because it’s beau�ful, the countryside is
so lovely and they wanted to live in a
village with a great community with good
pubs. Since they arrived they’ve been
struck by how welcoming and friendly
everyone has been and they are looking
forward to joining in more with village
ac�vi�es.

If anyone else would like to put a li�le
piece in the Feckenham news about
either moving to the village or a
significant life event, you can either
submit it yourself to the editor (details on
the front cover) or you can contact the
Editor and she’ll arrange for someone to
come and interview you. If anyone would
like to take on the role of Newshound,
you would be very welcome. Please
contact the Editor for details.

70thWedding Anniversary
Congratula�ons

Many congratula�ons to Pat and Carol
Onions who celebrated their 70th

(Pla�num) Wedding Anniversary on 11th

February. This is a truly wonderful & quite
rare achievement. The occasion was
celebrated with a cake at the Family
Service on 8th February and captured in
the a�ached photo. There was more cake
and flowers at the drop-in in church on
the actual day and the bellringers rang a
celebratory quarter peal before Evensong
on Sunday 15th February.

Pla�numWedding
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Feckenham Archive - Marion Chute

Many thanks to Shirley Harman for these brilliant blasts from the past demonstra�ng
how the Village united against the powers that be! Here uni�ng to save a tree in the
newly built carpark. Always a new ba�le to fight!
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And the spectacular struggle that meant the Village now owns the Square. This ar�cle in
the Birmingham Post in 1995. (This is difficult to read without a magmifying glass though

worth it. Otherwise, find it on line and enlarge the picture on your computer.)
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FeckenhamWI

We were very grateful to Feckenham
resident, Sarah Bayliss, for leading us in a
beau�fully relaxing introduc�on to
medita�on session for our February
mee�ng. I’ve never seen the group sit so
s�ll, and so quietly for so long!

Medita�on is such a broad topic, so in the
very limited �me we had Sarah for, she
just touched on what got her into it and
the mental and physical benefits of it. She
then led us through two medita�ons, one
a body-scan and the other a mindfulness
of breathing exercise. And although some
of us have unsuccessfully tried
medita�on in the past, or were a li�le
scep�cal to start with, all of us le� the
session feeling deeply relaxed and more
connected and calm.
Our March mee�ng (16th) will be much
more cha�y and physical as it is a cra�
and na�er session. Please come along
with anything you’re working on or need
help with, from a complicated kni�ng
project to just sewing on a bu�on. We’ll
be in the back room of Feckenham village
hall - doors open at 7.45 and we will start
at 8pm.

As it is the last mee�ng of our current
programme, next year’s subs will be due.
These stand at £47 for 12 mee�ngs next

year. For anyone wishing to join, please
contact jen@thecarys.co.uk or message
Jen Cary on 07773 883 039 for details.
You can pay on the night by card, transfer,
cash or cheque.
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Village Shop - Alan Slater

At last the rain has stopped, no doubt
temporarily, and the sun is out at the
moment. Since the start of the new year
the weather has been absolutely awful
and I'm sure many of you have been
going s�r crazy not being able to get out
of the house. So fingers crossed maybe
it's �me to put on some warm clothing,
sturdy foot ware and venture outdoors
for a bit of a leg stretch. There are some
lovely walks to be had around our village
and Richard Fletcher, a stalwart member
of our Sunday volunteer team, has been
devising Feckenhams Boxing Day walks
for as long as anyone can remember. I
asked him to suggest a short circular walk
star�ng and finishing at the Village Shop,
something that is fairly easy and can be
completed within an hour. This is what he
suggests:

Star�ng at the Shop, head down the
Droitwich Road, past the water wheel and
turn right into Berrow Hill Lane.

A�er passing the detached house on
your le�, turn right onto the bridle path.
Follow the path round and down to the
Bowbrook and cross on the footbridge.
Pass the Old Mill on your right and
con�nue up Mill Lane to the Square.
Turn right onto the High Street and then
right again at the Lygon Arms.

You will then be back at the Village Shop
in plenty of �me for a well earned cup of
excellent coffee and a slice of delicious
homemade cake. If you are walking your
dog you will also be welcome and we can
also provide a doggie treat for your four
legged friend. Richard has also kindly
provided a map of the walk and we have
copies available in the Shop should you
require one.

So no excuses, unless the weather
changes again, we look forward to
seeing you in the very near future.
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An Organic Allotment
by Pete Delaney

vegetable ma�er and muck to compost
and feed the runner beans when l plant
them later in the season. The sooner the
trench is started, the more composted
the material.
In prepara�on for cabbage and sprouts l
shall make a ne�ed bed, the net to keep
out bu�erflies, l use scaffold ne�ng as it
has a �ght rough weave that the
bu�erflies cannot penetrate, they will
exploit any gap to get in and lay their
eggs on the brassicas. The young
caterpillars can decimate a crop when
the eggs hatch out.
The brassica crop l grow in an area
chosen in line with my crop rota�ons,
cabbage, sprouts, cauliflower and all
brassicas should not be grown again in
the same bed for at least three years. l
actually run a five year rota�on plan with
all crops across my plot.
The non stop job on the plot of course,
which l always men�on, is weeding. As l
men�oned, when the days get longer
than the nights all plant life gets a boost,
weeds spring up and grow rapidly, so it is
the job l try to keep on top of.. if l can
keep up with em! Good sowing and
growing.

At last we are entering the month that
has the spring equinox in it. By the end of
this month the days will be longer than
the nights and all our plant life gets a
boost of spring growth.
Hopefully this month will give us be�er
weather than the first half of February's
long rain experience. Which made it
almost impossible to work the plot. Beds
remained undug and l held back on
forking compost feed into the soil as all
the goodness would be washed out in
such a prolonged deluge.
Early plan�ngs such as potatoes, onions
and shallots and Jerusalem ar�chokes are
all later than usual as l prepare beds for
them. In previous years l usually have
them in the ground by this month.

Jerusalem ar�chokes
were a plen�ful crop
for me again this
winter, and a good crop
of parsnips. l harvested
the last of both of
those in mid February.
Broad beans are all in
pots germina�ng as l
write in February, by
early march they

should be breaking soil.
In the greenhouse in March l like to start,
in pots, cabbages, sprouts, and other
green brassica, to bring on to plant out
later in the season. Also leeks in trays,
they need a long growing season and l
sow peppers early as l find it prolongs the
harves�ng season later in the year with
more �me for the fruit to ripen.
Back outside this month l shall dig a
shallow trench where l plan to grow
runner beans, into which l shall throw
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Rob Cole’s Gardening Tips - Two Seasons of Interest

Whether you have a small garden or a
large one, it is always valuable to grow
plants which have more than one season
of interest. This interest can be because
of the stem colour, drama�c emerging
foliage, the beauty of the flowers, the
Autumn leaf colour or the seed heads or
fruit which brighten gloomy winter days.

One of my
favourite
shrubs is
Viburnum
plicatum f.
tomentosum
'Dart's Red
Robin' which
unfailingly
gives a good
account of
itself throughout the year, but especially
in spring and autumn. It is a deciduous
shrub with a rather �ered habit. In late
May and early June it is covered in flat
heads of clean white flowers, which
assume a pinkish �nge as they mature.
They last for about four or five weeks
before falling gracefully. In early
September it is clad in a mass of rather
pointed red berries which eventually
mature to black by the start of November.
Not only are the fruits a�rac�ve in
Autumn, but the leaves turn to a deep,
dark, plummy red before they begin to
fall in December.

If your interest is in perennials rather
than shrubs, the many species and

cul�vars of Paeony fall
into the mul� season
category. I can
thoroughly
recommend Paeonia
mlokosewitschii (le�),
Paeonia tenuifolia
(red), and Paeonia
cambessedesii (pink)
all of which have
startlingly maroon

leaves when they are first emerging,
classy flowers, albeit soon over, big shiny
black seeds which are displayed as the
seed pod opens, and good autumn leaf
colour.

The variegated form of Loosestrife,
Lysimachia punctata 'Alexander' is much
less vigorous than the straight species
(which is o�en regarded as a bit of a
weed), and is especially spectacular when
the clumps of new shoots are emerging in
Spring. At this stage they are a very
showy shrimp pink, only changing to their
normal green and cream variega�on as
the flowering
stems rise up.
The bu�ercup-
like flowers are
yellow and
merge nicely
with the
variega�on on
the leaves.

To finish, I can recommend another
smallish deciduous shrub, Euonymus
alatus 'Compactus'. It has a nice neat
habit, and the leaves are �dy and a fresh
green. The flowers are rather
inconspicuous, but come September they
have yielded a mass of pinkish-red fruits
which split to reveal bright orange seeds
which eventually emerge from the
capsule and hang on li�le threads before
eventually dropping to the ground. But it
is the autumn colour of the dying leaves
in October and November which sets this
shrub apart -
the colour is
the most
amazing
bright red,
completely
outshining
everything
else in the
garden.
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Stock and Bradley Gardening Club Report

CLUB MEETING – Wednesday 4th February 2026

Our mee�ng at the Village Hall on Wednesday 4th February was a talk by Diane Clement
on ‘Alpines in the Wild and Cul�va�on’. This was a welcome return by Diane who is an
ac�ve member of the Alpine Garden Society. Her talk led us on three walks in the Swiss
Alps, and showed us the wild plants to be found there, many of which have been
introduced as familiar garden plants.

NEXT CLUB EVENT – Wednesday 4th March 2026

Our next mee�ng at the Village Hall is on Wednesday 4th March 2026 and will be a talk
by Oli Johnson who will give us a talk about Morton Hall Gardens, where he is Head
Gardener
The subject for the monthly compe��on is ‘A Flower from a Bulbous Plant’.

ANNUAL PLANT SALE

Our Annual Plant Sale this year will be on Saturday 9th May in the Village Hall, from
10:00am to 12:00 noon – put a note in your diary now !

Club mee�ngs are normally held on the first Wednesday of each month at the Village
Hall, Church Road, Bradley Green star�ng at 7.30pm, and are free to members for an
annual subscrip�on of £5.00 for 2026. Visitors are made very welcome and may a�end
for £3.00 per mee�ng.
If you require any further informa�on, ring Rob Cole (Chairman) on 07544 832052.
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Feckenham Cricket Club

As we glide towards March, the
sur�oards are out on both the lane and
the ou�ield. Despite it seemingly being a
dry winter, un�l the snow hit us, it
doesn’t seem to have stopped raining
since.
Prepara�ons build up speed towards the
season’s start at this �me of year and on
the odd dry day the birdsong fools us into
believing we’re nearly there. Endless
years of working on cricket grounds have
taught me that just when everyone thinks
we’re through the winter there’s usually a
bite in the tail. I’ve been to Cheltenham
races in snow too many �mes to be
fooled!
The 14th of this month we welcome the
highly regarded Skabucks to the Village
Hall for ska and reggae covers. Tickets are
selling out fast so please get in touch to
avoid disappointment.
The league is scheduled to start mid April
and the bar will always be open at
weekends and from 2.30pm on Saturday
games. Why not, when the weather
improves, pop down and enjoy a �pple
whilst watching some well known and
slightly more weathered faces take a walk
to the wicket with a bat and then trudge
back 5 minutes later, older, more forlorn
and undoubtedly wiser for the
experience. Our faith grows ever stronger
with our kids for the future!
Always looking for new players, new
social members & ever more inspira�on.

Feckenham
Cricket Club

proudly present

Feckenham Village Hall, High Street,
Feckenham B96 6HN

Saturday 14th March 2026

Doors open 7.30pm – Band start at
8.30pm

Tickets £10 in advance, £13 on the
door

Tickets Available from Feckenham
Cricket Club, Mill Lane, the Village
Shop or telephoning 07980309844
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