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Regular Sessions

Mondays Dance Academy
Tuesdays Tai Chi
Wednesdays Playgroup (term �me)
Thursdays Bridge; Hatha Yoga

Second Monday of the month: Mobile Library
First Tuesday of the month:
Lunch Club, Feckenham Sessions
Second Tuesday of the month: Cra� and Na�er
First and Third Wednesday: Community Choir
Second Wednesday Art Club
Third Monday of the month: WI
1st and 3rd Fridays : Erstwhile Morris Dancers

February

4th S&B Gardening Club
5th Open Parish Council Mee�ng
7th Village Hall Show
13th FeckenOdeon 2
16th WI
17th Readers Group
28th FeckenOdeon 1

March

7th Midland Sinfonia
14th Skabucks
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Editor’s Note

It’s now half way
through January as I
write, gone are the
mid-winter
celebra�ons and also
the snow - in the
mean�me at least. We
are le� with grey
damp days when, for me, the urge to be
in the outdoors is at its lowest ebb and,
to be honest, I feel rather guilty that I’m
not ge�ng fresh air. Those early January
jobs such as clearing out, sor�ng
Christmas paraphernalia and making
Seville orange marmalade are done. This
is when some people have their worst
symptoms of SAD (Seasonal Affec�ve
Disorder). Keep a look out for those
friends and neighbours who might be
feeling low and don’t take the glib reply
when asked if they are ok as the reality
they feel. Maybe now is a be�er �me for
resolu�ons rather than at New Year.

I have to thank a few people. Many of my
neighbours have said how pleased they
were to receive a Christmas card from
the pupils at Feckenham School. So
thanks to them and their teachers. I, for
one, would love to hear more about the
school. My children had such a good start
there. Thanks also go to the Village
Square Commi�ee and their helpers who
made The Square so pre�y for Christmas
and organised one of the best of Carols
Around the Tree I can recall. The mix of
tradi�onal carols and some pop songs
was lovely.

This month I have been sent some
“Ramblings” by John Fletcher who was
born in the village and knows it well. It’s
a rela�vely long piece and gives a
descrip�on of what the village was like in
the 60-70s as well as a sense of the
con�nuity of the village as a strong
community. despite changes that have
happened over the years.
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April CHURCH SERVICES
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CHURCH SERVICES

FECKENHAM ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

Mass will not be held at St John Fisher and Thomas More un�l further no�ce.

Mount Carmel 6 pm Sunday Mass is now the Live Streamed Mass.
Link: www.eventcast.uk/live (Type the link into the browser)

Local contact: Phylis Mo�, Feckenham. Tel 893898

PARISH CHURCH of ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST

Services for December 2025Services for February 2026

Vicar - Vacant following the appointment of Fr Glenn
to the Arch Benefice near Evesham.

Assistant Curate - The Rev Fiona Carter (unpaid
volunteer - part �me only)
Church Wardens - Vacant.

Weddings and Bap�sms please contact the Rev Fiona
Carter on fiona-carter@hotmail.co.uk

To arrange a Funeral please contact your Funeral
Director

For all other enquiries please contact Ian Hunter,
Secretary to the Parochial Church Council preferably
by email to secretary@feckenhamchurch.org.uk or

07874 800108.
Website www.feckenhamchurch.or.uk

Sun 1st Feb 10.30am Eucharist Rev Fiona Carter

Sun 8th Feb 10.30am Christingle Family Service Rev Fiona Carter

Sun 15th Feb 6.30pm Evensong Rev Paul Lawlor

Sat 21st Feb 10.00-12.00 Messy Church All welcome

Sun 22nd Feb 10.30am Morning Prayer Phil Tricklebank ALM

Drop in (in church)
Wednesday at 10.30am - 12.00pm on 11th and 25th February

All welcome (coffee and cake)

Coffee Stop
Tuesday, February 10th between 2-3.45pm

All welcome (coffee and cake)
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FUTURE-PROOFING FECKENHAM CHURCH
Preserving Feckenham’s church heritage and community access.

In the December 2025 issue, Andrew Fisher outlined the project that is in prepara�on for
repairs to the roofs of the church. We thought it would be useful to elaborate on the
nature and extent of these repairs and the steps being taken by the PCC, supported by
the Friends, to develop the project and the a�empts to secure funding.

As many village residents will know, the roofs are not in good condi�on. There are leaks
in various places and in 2022 there was a fall of plaster from the ceiling of the nave. The
precau�on was then taken to fix ne�ng to the underside of all the plaster ceilings
between the ra�ers as a temporary measure. As well as re-�ling, the project will include
replacement of all the ceiling panels and re-applying the stencilled mo�fs in each bay.

The illustra�on is an extract from one of the architect’s drawings showing the profile of
the nave and north aisle roofs.

The first phase of the project, the nave and north aisle roofs, ceilings and some
stonework repairs, will cost in excess of £300,000. We are in the process of applying to
the Heritage Lo�ery Fund for £250,000 towards this total, and the remainder from other
sources.

The Heritage Lo�ery Fund likes to see
its grant aid to churches benefi�ng the
community as a whole. Although the
primary func�on of the church is as a
place of worship, it has an important
place in our community, with many
other varied uses. This will be an
integral feature of our applica�on.

It also helps our cause if we can include
le�ers of support for the project. Any
such le�ers or emails would be much
appreciated. Emails should be sent to
secretary@feckenhamchurch.org.uk

Nick Reading
Friends of Feckenham Church

Addendum

The repair works, both external and internal, means that the church will have to be closed
for the dura�on of the building contract. The PCC is looking at temporary alterna�ves for
worship and other ac�vi�es. In the mean�me the PCC has decided that no bookings for
events will be accepted for 12 months from April 2027. This will, in par�cular, apply to
weddings, which are o�en arranged years in advance.
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The Season of Lent: A Time for
Reflec�on, Renewal, and Hope
As winter loosens its grip and the first
signs of spring emerge, the Church enters
one of its most meaningful seasons: Lent.
This forty-day journey (excluding
Sundays) leads us to the joy of Easter,
invi�ng us to pause, reflect, and renew
our hearts and minds in faith.
The forty days of Lent recall the �me
Jesus spent fas�ng in the wilderness,
resis�ng tempta�on and deepening His
reliance on God. This period is not simply
about abstaining from luxuries; it is about
spiritual prepara�on. Just as Jesus turned
to prayer and Scripture, we too are called
to draw closer to God, se�ng aside
distrac�ons and focusing on what truly
ma�ers.
Lent has long been associated with
fas�ng, prayer, and almsgiving. Many
choose to give something up—perhaps
chocolate, social media, or another
comfort—as a way of prac�sing self-
control and remembering Christ’s
sacrifice. Others take something on:
commi�ng to daily prayer, reading
Scripture, volunteering, or suppor�ng
charitable causes.
Here are some prac�cal ideas for this
Lent:

• Prayer: Set aside a few minutes
each day for quiet reflec�on or
use a devo�onal guide.

• Acts of Kindness: Make a
conscious effort to help
someone each day.

• Giving: Support a local food
bank or a charity close to your
heart (in the church we have a
basket for food bank
collec�ons).

• Learning: Read a Gospel or join a
study group.

You may no�ce purple vestments in
church during Lent. Purple symbolises
penance and prepara�on. The absence of
flowers and the simpler music reflect the
solemnity of the season, reminding us
that Lent is a �me to strip back and focus
on essen�als. Details of Lent services are
in this edi�on of the Feckenham News.
Though Lent is o�en associated with
sacrifice, it is not a gloomy season. It is a
�me of hope and transforma�on.
Through prayer and reflec�on, we are
reminded of God’s boundless grace and
the promise of new life. As we journey
through these weeks, let us encourage
one another, share in fellowship, and look
forward to the light and joy of Easter
morning.
A Prayer for Lent
Lord Jesus, as we walk with You through
this season of Lent, help us to turn away
from all that distracts us and draw closer
to You. May our prayer and fas�ng
remind us of Your sacrifice, our prayers
deepen our faith, and our giving reflect
Your love. Prepare our hearts for the joy
of Easter, when we celebrate Your victory
over sin and death. Amen.

May God bless you all this season of Lent

Rev’d Fiona

Reverend Fiona writes…
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FeckenhamWI

Goodness - When was Alcester Road quite so empty! Nothing but a distant bicycle on the
road and a character just visible coming out of one of the houses on ‘Ragley Row’,
originally built for the workers on the Ragley Estate,

Feckenham Archive - Marion Chute

As we all made our way into
January’s mee�ng, there was
much more talk of what people
had had for dinner than there
normally is, no doubt prompted by
our speaker tonight, the
nutri�onist, Func�onal Medicine
Prac��oner and den�st, Keeley
Nicholas.

Keeley gave us a fascina�ng talk on
brain health and specifically how
nutri�on plays a role in our
cogni�ve func�on. I think we all
came away with new informa�on
and a much needed reminder to
eat be�er and generally take
be�er care of ourselves! Lots of us

took her leaflets away with us and
I’m in no doubt she’ll be seeing
some of us soon for a face to face
clinic in her Inkberrow prac�ce.

Con�nuing the wellbeing theme
into February, our next mee�ng is
on Monday 16th February and we
shall be trying out sound bathing.

Our mee�ngs are every 3rd
Monday of the month in the back
room of Feckenham village hall.
We’re a friendly bunch and always
welcome guests and new
members. Our sessions are free
for FeckenhamW.I. members and
guests are £5.
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There are a few ‘foreign rescues’ in
Feckenham and some people have asked
me how the process works.

Condi�ons in the shelter where Genie was
before rescue.

Genie began life in Bosnia when she was
found begging in a cafe and taken to a
‘shelter’. The shelters are really just
holding centres and the future for the
animals is bleak.

Genie was collected by the volunteers
who try to take dogs that they hope to re
home. The descrip�on that I saw on
Social Media was for ‘Oceania, a young

lab x who was frightened and frozen in
the corner of a cage. At first all she knew
was hunger and fear but gradually we
saw her gentle and loving personality
revealed’. The charity that she came from
also provided our last, much loved, dog
and so we felt confident in dealing with
them.

Once you express an interest in a dog
there is a ques�onnaire to fill in that
includes whether the dog will be le�
alone in the day, are there other animals,
children, whether your garden is fenced
and cri�cally how old you are! In our case
our son had to agree partnership as we
were over 70. Once all this is done then a
small deposit is taken and your dog is
reserved. Normally a home visit is then
organised and, as we had had a home
visit before, the charity accepted a video
showing where our dog would sleep and
the garden.

At this stage the charity has had the dog
vaccinated, wormed and tested for heart
worm and brucellosis, she was also
neutered, checked for behaviour with
children, checked with other dogs and

From Sarajevo to Feckenham - a dog’s journey
Marion Chute
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described as submissive and playful with
other dogs. Sounded perfect to me!
Then the long journey to the uk is booked
in a bespoke fi�ed van. As you will
appreciate the journey is broken several
�mes and all the dogs are microchipped
and have passports with veterinary
records for border crossings. We paid the
veterinary, transport and kennel fees at
this point

On arrival in the uk, the exhausted dogs
spend 48 hours in DEFRA kennels. Then
we are invited to meet the ‘happy bus’ to
collect our new members of the family.
There is a uk post adop�on team who will
help with any ques�ons or problems and
they sent us some �ps to help us through
the early weeks. We picked up Oceania
(immediately renamed Genie) and it was
a very weird but exci�ng experience!

The arrival of Genie is obviously just the
beginning. Her personality has been
gradually revealed from that silent
shadow at my heels and two months in
she has learned how to play with toys,
chase and retrieve balls and usually come
to the whistle. She’ll always be a
Labrador, with that food focus which
makes her quick to nick any that she
comes upon. She is s�ll a gentle and

lovable girl and we are looking forward to
introducing her to the beach and many
other new experiences.

You never quite know what you are going
to get but the charity did help us as much
as possible.
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My name is John Fletcher and I was born
in the front bedroom of the middle, of
what then was three co�ages, on the
Droitwich side of the old coaching inn
called the Black Boy almost opposite the
Community Shop on Droitwich Road. The
middle co�age was lived in by my
grandparents, Bill and Winifred Glover,
the top co�age by a Mrs Owen and the
bo�om one by Tom Fox.

It was 3rd April 1948 and my mum, Iris,
and dad, Jack, were living with my Mum’s
parents. When my mother went into
labour my father was dispatched to
Astwood Bank on his motorbike to fetch
the midwife, Nurse Woolridge, a
formidable figure who apparently hated
men – despite them keeping her in her
job for many years!

At some point in the proceedings my dad
was sent to make a pot of tea which I
imagine would have seriously challenged
his culinary skills based on what I
observed when I was a li�le older! He
was away somewhat longer than Miss
Woolridge expected and when he

returned with said tea she asked him if he
had been to India to obtain it! I had the
pleasure some 20 years later of Miss
Woolridge delivering my and my wife’s
first child and she would have been
subjected to the same wait when I was
sent in the same quest as my dad!

Anyway, I duly arrived and was registered
as a 12.15am birth although my gran and
grandad, mum and dad, all thought I was
born earlier at 11.45pm on the 2nd April!

We lived in Feckenham un�l I was about 4
years old when we moved to The
Mayfields in Redditch and then a�er 3 or
4 years to Heathfield Road in Webheath
where I lived un�l I married in 1968.

I spent every weekend back in the village
with my grandparents and when I was
about 7 or 8 years old I was allowed to
catch the R9 bus fromWebheath to
Redditch bus sta�on, walk about 50 yards
and get back on the same bus which was
now the R9 to travel to Feckenham via
Astwood Bank arriving just before
10.00am! My nan would ‘keep an eye
open’ for the bus and as soon as it arrived
she would start cooking my bacon and
egg. Nice thick slices of bacon cut from

The Ramblings of a guy born in Feckenham back in the 1940’s!
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cured pig kept in the cellar complete with
fa�y rind and its hair!

John Smith, the son of Chester and Mrs
Smith (I do not recall her Chris�an name)
was born either the day before or the day
a�er me at what is now the community
shop, then Feckenham Garage. We
became good friends later and I
remember Chester building smaller racing
cars which John, and some�mes me,
were able to drive around the orchard at
the rear of the garage.

You will, no doubt, be aware that John
was killed in a road accident in France in
1969 (I think) and the gates into
Feckenham churchyard were erected in
his memory. There is also a memorial
garden beside them in memory of John’s
grandmother who lived in the village (in
the High Street I seem to remember!) for
many years and was a well respected and
loved lady.

I have a cousin, Richard, who lives down
in Mill Lane adjacent to the cricket
ground.

I remember 7 (Yes Seven) shops in the
village namely Co-op (on the corner of
High Street and Alcester Road), Mrs
Wa�on’s shop (opposite the Co-op),
Bakery (High Street below entrance to
the Catholic Church), the Post Office
(close to the Village Hall and owned by
Mr and Mrs Hicks), a butchers shop
somewhere near what is now a road
junc�on High Street/Turton Gardens, a
Sweet Shop (between the Butchers and
Village Green) and the ‘Top Shop’
(opposite the Village Green on High
Street – the guy who owned it ran a
Morris Traveller vehicle I remember!).

I had many friends in the village including
John Smith, Jo Palmer, Roger Hawkes and
brothers, Mar�n Crowe, Neil Johnson, Jo

(Peter) Davis, John Davis, Pete Masters,
Andy Bray, John Hicks (his brother Fred
now volunteers in the Community Shop)
and more whose names I just cannot
recall!

My grandfather, Bill Glover, was well
known around the village and I guess was
something of a horse whisperer! When
he was much younger he apparently went
to Argen�na to purchase horses for
various wealthy persons (but that may
have been before he lived in Feckenham).
I vividly recall him killing chickens round
the back of the Black Boy in Droitwich
Road and hanging them to bleed
(somewhat gruesome!) and I went
ploughing with him around the village
when he used horses to pull the plough!
He also took me harves�ng in the season,
catching rabbits in the blades and taking
them home for my nan to put them in the
stew-pot which was always on the range
fire in the lounge.

My grandad, apparently, enjoyed a pint of
beer (or several!) and each day, just
before lunch would go into the Lygon Pub
to partake! My nan told me that he went
in there to have his haircut and at my
young age of about 8 or 9 it never
occurred that might not be the reason as
he was as bald as a coot!

I used to love watching Feckenham’s
football team, never missed a home
game and the football field to me was
‘the theatre of dreams’, never mind Old
Trafford! Peter Williams, whose wife ran a
ca�ery in Droitwich Road very o�en took
me to the away matches. I recall Jake
Slade, a barrel-chested centre-half not to
be ‘messed’ with was one of my heroes
(he also had a pig-swill round which he
did every Saturday morning!), Dennis
Farmer played at centre-forward, Pete
Williams played at le�-half and took the
penal�es and there are other guys I can



picture in my mind but I cannot recall
their names!

My nan and I took walks around the
countryside outside of the village. Down
Mill Lane, over the river bridge, turn right
and come out in Berrow Hill and then
back home was one of my favourites!

At some �me my Grandad, who was
working part-�me for Redditch council,
planted daffodils in the grass verges on
every road entering the village and I like
to think that those up by Berrow Hill and
possibly others are related to his
plan�ngs some 70 years ago. He also
took over the maintenance of the sewer
beds which were situated about three
fields behind the Rose and Crown. He
grew excellent vegetables there and he
and my father won prizes at Feckenham
and Webheath Flower Shows.

I well remember the motor-cycle
scrambling on two sites towards Bradley
Green with Jeff Smith, Vale-Onslow and
one of the Biddles fromWebheath plus
many others taking part and I can sense
the smell of the fuel as I am wri�ng this!

FeckenhamWake with all the trac�on
engines and stalls on the Green was
another highlight on the calendar and
much enjoyed – par�cularly the Pig
Roast!
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I loved my �mes in Feckenham and when
my nan died when I was about 13 it was
one of the saddest days of my life. I
con�nued to visit my grandad un�l he
died several years later. They are both
buried in Feckenham Church Yard.

I have been connected to Feckenham
Cricket club for the best part of 40 years
as Secretary, Treasurer, 3rd Team Organiser
and la�erly as Auditor! Both our sons
played at Feckenham with Andrew
serving as 1st XI captain for several years
and Paul, our youngest son, (who died 15
years ago), was 3rd XI captain for a few
years. Steve Daniels, who lives in Turton
Gardens, has been with the club for close
on 65 years!

My wife and I a�empted to move into the
village, down Mill Lane, about 30 years
ago but that did not work out
unfortunately.

However, my wife, Sue, enjoys a coffee
and me a piece of bread pudding or a
scotch egg in the village’s community
shop – probably the best coffee in the
area!

Fond memories!

John Fletcher



21



22

Village Shop - Alan Slater

Well that's the fes�ve season done and
dusted for another twelve months and
life at the Shop has slowed down
considerably since we took the
decora�ons down. January is always our
quietest month of the year, a �me when
most of us are s�ll ea�ng the le�overs
from Christmas and nervously awai�ng
the arrival of our credit card statement.
So it comes as no surprise that most retail
outlets see a downturn in trade during
the first few weeks of the new year. We
are no excep�on. However, now it's a bit
quieter we can take the opportunity to a
bit of spring cleaning and planning for the
year ahead.
If one of your New Year’s resolu�ons is to
widen your social circle or become more
involved in our local community, then
why not volunteer to help out at the
Shop? It's a very friendly and sociable
atmosphere even if the pay is lousy! And
you will be made most welcome. You can
choose what hours and day you wish to
work, so if you would like to know more
just drop by and have a chat with any of
our volunteers.

One of those lovely
volunteers,
Margaret Green,
would like to thank
everyone who
supported the
Mission Morogoro
Charity by
purchasing her
kni�ed toys last
Christmas. A
fantas�c total of
£500 was raised and that money will help
to fund a midwife at a rural health centre
in the remote village of Tunguli in
Tanzania. I'm delighted to end on such a
posi�ve note and I'm looking forward to
the year ahead just as the first snowdrops
are appearing in my garden ........ hooray
for spring.
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An Organic Allotment
by Pete Delaney

As this is my first ar�cle of the year, l
would like to take the opportunity to wish
everyone a 'happy grow year'.
With January having given us a taste of
proper winter weather, l am catching up
with some of the allotment’s winter jobs.
Especially turning over compost heaps
and digging out the compost soil beneath
the top most layers, spreading it over and
lightly forking it into the beds in the plot
that l shall be needing first in the season.
Preparing for the sowing in late February
of early crops, such as onions, shallots,
potatoes and Jerusalem ar�chokes all of
which l like to get into the ground by the
end of the month.
Also, as l spread compost feed about the
plot, l begin my first weeding session of
the season, pulling up all that is trying to
poke it's head up through the soil, as they
can establish themselves quicker than
you think, crea�ng harder work later on.
Indoors this month l sow broad beans
into pots which l grow on un�l they are
established, then l plant them out into
the bed fed and prepared for them. I also,
indoors, sow leeks into trays which l
transplant into small pots once they are
big enough to handle.
On the harves�ng side, l had a plen�ful
crop of parsnips this winter, they were
not as large as previous years, but plenty
of them. Jerusalem ar�chokes are a
main stay of my winter diet, replacing
potatoes in my meals boiled or fried as
chips. My best ever crop of sprouts have
been a joy, although l was surprised to
find that the red sprouts, which l grew
for the first �me, were all green sprouts
below the outer leaves.
For a second year in a row my winter
cabbage has not thrived as in previous
years and l shall look at the posi�oning
and feed when l plant them later this
year. Ah well, all growers know you can't

win them all and no year is ever the
same as the previous one.
On the other hand, the romaine le�uce,
that self-seeded on the plot has grown
very well, l planted the young seedlings
together under a glass cloche to protect
from frosts. They should make good
heads of le�uce by late spring and l
have been pinching a few outer leaves
already.
In my fruit net this month, l shall prune
the raspberries almost down to the
ground, new shoots soon appear. Last
summer they gave me my best crop of
fruit so far. The grape l planted a couple
of years ago gave its first 4 clusters of
grapes last autumn, which l delighted in
and l am hoping for more from the plant
this year.
So with the spring season and good
weather hopefully on the horizon, it's
get stuck into the prepara�ons of
feeding, forking and weeding the plot.
Here's to a good growing season.
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Rob Cole’s Gardening : More Snippets

I have, in my �me, edited a fair number
of garden society newsle�ers and
journals. I o�en found that an ar�cle
didn't quite fill a page, so I resorted to
some 'snippets' to fill the gaps. A while
ago, I used some of them as my ar�cle in
the Feckenham News. Here is another
selec�on.

The original source of Fuchsia 'Mrs
Popple' is unknown, but it grew on a bank
in Mr and Mrs Popple's garden in
Stevenage between the wars, and had
done so since long before the Popples
moved in. Their garden bordered the
famous Six Hills Nursery run by Clarence
Ellio�, and he observed, over the years,
that it appeared to be completely hardy.
He begged some cu�ngs, and eventually
exhibited the plant at an RHS Show in
1934, naming it a�er Mrs Popple, since
when it has become a well known
cul�var.

Geranium 'Johnson's Blue' was raised in
1945 by the Dutch nurseryman Bonne
Ruys (who also introduced Helenium
'Moerheim Beauty' in 1930) and came
from a batch of seed of Geranium
pratense received from the garden of
Arthur Tysilio Johnson in the Conway
Valley. It was introduced around 1950,
and received an AGM in 1993. Geranium
'Johnson's Blue' is a sterile hybrid,
perhaps with Geranium himalayense. If
you see seed offered of this cul�var (as
you o�en do in Seed Exchange lists), you
will know that it is not from the real
thing.

Daphne cneorum 'Eximia' was introduced
by Arthur Tysilio Johnson and differs
from the ordinary species in having larger
leaves and flowers. 'Eximia' means
dis�nguished.

Gardening requires lots of water -
especially perspira�on.

The Lesser Celandine, Ranunculus ficaria
is some�mes referred to by the name of
Pilewort, based on the perceived
resemblance between its knobbly tubers
and piles.

Nora Darwin was the granddaughter of
Charles Darwin, and at the age of twenty-
six she married Alan Barlow, later Sir Alan
Barlow. Aquilegia 'Nora Barlow' was not
bred by her, but was a plant which grew
in her garden for many years, and which
came reliably true from seed. Eventually,
seed was given to Alan Bloom of
Bressingham Nurseries, apparently on
condi�on that the strain was named a�er
her.

God makes rainy days so that gardeners
can get the housework done.

If you plant sprouts in January, you'll
never have to eat sprouts.

'Our England is a garden, and such
gardens are not made,
by singing "Oh how beau�ful" and si�ng
in the shade'.
(Rudyard Kipling "The Glory of the
Garden")

When weeding, the best way to make
sure you are removing a weed and not a
valuable plant is to pull on it. If it comes
out of the ground easily, it is a valuable
plant.

A garden is always a series of losses set
against a few triumphs - a bit like life
itself.

'The most noteworthy thing about
gardeners is that they are always
op�mis�c, always enterprising, and never
sa�sfied. They always look forward to
doing something be�er than they have
ever done before'.
(Vita Sackville-West)
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Stock and Bradley Gardening Club Report

CLUB MEETING – Wednesday 7th January 2026

Our mee�ng at the Village Hall on Wednesday 7th January was to have been a ‘Bring and
Share’ supper followed by a 20 Ques�ons Gardening Quiz. However, we had to cancel
the mee�ng at the last minute due to the discovery of frost damage and leakage of water
pipes. All members were contacted by email and/or by text and telephone, so we hope
that there were no wasted journeys.

NEXT CLUB EVENT – Wednesday 4th February 2026

Our next mee�ng at the Village Hall will be on Wednesday 4th February 2026 and will be
a talk by Diane Clement on ‘Alpines in the Wild and Cul�va�on’. This will be a welcome
return by Diane who is an ac�ve member of the Alpine Garden Society.

The subject for the monthly compe��on is ‘Three Snowdrop Flowers (the same or
different) - with no foliage’.

Club mee�ngs are normally held on the first Wednesday of each month at the Village
Hall, Church Road, Bradley Green star�ng at 7.30pm, and are free to members for an
annual subscrip�on of £5.00 for 2026. Visitors are made very welcome and may a�end
for £3.00 per mee�ng.
If you require any further informa�on, ring Rob Cole (Chairman) on 07544 832052.
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Feckenham Cricket Club

As spring is rumoured to be approaching,
or at least the Cheltenham Fes�val,
thoughts turn towards the new season &
its prepara�on.

A�er a rela�vely dry winter the situa�on
was turned upside down mid January
with some of the worst snowfall for a few
years, par�cularly in Birmingham, that
thankfully lasted only a few days.
Indoor nets will soon be in full force
amidst the sound of new bats being
knocked in through thin walls in new
builds everywhere, & the thoughts of
sunshine are tantalisingly in the air.
Prospec�ve new players & social
members are always welcome to the
clubhouse at the weekends, 5-10 Fridays,
2-10 Saturdays & 1-7 Sundays where our
selec�on of real ales, lagers & guiness are
sure to quench your thirst. Sky sports is
on offer for weekend football & we’ll also
be showing the six na�ons.

An upcoming date for your diaries is an
exci�ng venture in the village hall where
we welcome Skabucks, the ever popular
local band playing top Two Tone tunes
from the revival & 60’s ska eras. This isn’t
to be missed & is expected to be a sell
out so don’t delay in ge�ng in touch.
Either ring the number on the poster or
preferably pop into the cricket club itself
to pick up your �ckets.

Feckenham
Cricket Club

proudly present

Feckenham Village Hall, High Street,
Feckenham B96 6HN

Saturday 14th March 2026

Doors open 7.30pm – Band start at
8.30pm

Tickets £10 in advance, £13 on the
door

Tickets Available from Feckenham
Cricket Club, Mill Lane, or telephoning

07980309844
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