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THOMAS BROTHERS

R YW - 4
An Independent Family Owned Funeral Directors

Enm'l_:y owned ﬁtnerm’ homes in Redditch, Bromsgrove,
Wathall, Alvechurch ¢ Alcester. We provide a friendly,
dt'gmﬁew' service paying .g)ea}zlattmztion to detail.

REDDITCH + BROMSGROVE
01527 547777 01527 83170

WYTHALL +« ALVECHURCH + ALCESTER
01564 822001 0121 445 3422 01789 330939

As Time Goes By

YOUR LOCAL FAMILY RUN
MEMORIAL SUPPLIER
Head Stones,
Cremation Tablets
Additional Inscriptions
and Renovation Work £l

Web: astimegoesby.org.uk
Email: kfporter@blueyonder.co.uk

Please call 01527 550505

To awrrange a home visit or to find oot our opening times
Unit 5, Dunlop Road,
Hunt End Industrial Estate
Redditch B97 5XP

“MEMORIALS THAT REFLECT A LIFETIME”

BRAMM|

British Register of Accredited
Memorial Masons

A. PULLEN
MEMORIALS

Additional Inscriptions & Renovations

SHOWROOM AND WORKSHOP
338 ALCESTER ROAD, BURCOT
BROMSGROVE B60 1BH

Tel: (01527) 876200

ALL Gé_AZING
LOCKSMITHS

All double glazing repairs
Misted/broken glass replaced
Doors & windows re-aligned

(© Anti-snap locks
\ 35 years experience
For free advice & 100% honest,

reliable service, call or text
Jason on 07789 761 412




Feckenham News in January

January

3rd Tree Felling

Messy Church
7th S&B Gardening Club Meeting
8th PC Meeting

13th Readers’ Group
19th Wi
29th Burns Night at Rose and Crown

31st FeckenOdeon

February

7th Village Hall Show
13th FeckenOdeon 2

Regular Sessions

Mondays Dance Academy
Tuesdays Tai Chi

Wednesdays Playgroup (term time)
Thursdays  Bridge; Hatha Yoga

Second Monday of the month: Mobile Library
First Tuesday of the month:

Lunch Club, Feckenham Sessions

First and Third Wednesday: Community Choir
Second Wednesday Art Club

Third Monday of the month: WI

1%t and 3rd Fridays : Erstwhile Morris Dancers

Production Team

Gilly Cooper - Editor

lan Bellion - What’s On
Mary Smith - Advertising

©2025. Published by Feckenham PCC

Printed by Solopress

COPY DATE: All articles for inclusion should
reach us by 14" of the preceding month

feckenhamnews@gmail.com
07500115581

Neil Newland - Distribution neil.newland@btinternet.com
whatson@feckenham.f9.co.uk
fnadvertising@btinternet.com
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Editor’s Note

By the time this edition

of the magazine drops
through your letterbox,
Christmas will have

come and gone. | hope =
everyone had a
wonderful time and, -
those who feel thatit’s "+
a stressful time, are
relieved it’s all over. It’s certainly not
easy for everyone for so many reasons.

| received a letter from Chris West
suggesting we have an announcements
section. It could be called “Hatched,
Matched, Dispatched” or a more serious
name such as “Announcements”. It will
only work if villagers let me know of
anything relevant to anyone connected
with the village. Please bear this in
mind, and let me know if you have
information to share. Neil Evans has sent
an obituary about Alan Watkin which is
in the Cricket Club section. Perhaps this
could start a trend.

On the subject of life events, | hear that
we have new residents at 14 High St.
More on this next month.

Whatever | am doing, | am on the
lookout for people with interesting
things to tell that have some connection
to the village. Recently, | met Jason
Waine, someone | know through his
profession as a vet in Redditch and his
colleague Ken Barber, a very old friend
of mine. | had no idea that Jason has
been enthusiastically mothing. Please
see his article on the moths he has
spotted locally, especially at the Wylde
Moor. If you have a hobby or expertise
which might be of interest to locals,
please let me know. If you aren’t a
writer, just tell me about it and I'll write
it up.

Hoping you have a wonderful 2026 and
keep to your New Year’s resolutions, at
least for now.

48 High Street

(§ o e Feckenham
SCrowyn gos ens
—()1527 892188

A traditional freehouse village pub
with Food - owned and run by the
Clarke family

Proper Pub Food
at Proper Prices
Special Dishes - every day
Quality locally sourced meat

Full Menu available daily
Lunch & Evenings (not Sunday evening)

Real Ales & Ciders
3 real ales on hand pumps every day

Traditional ciders - fine wines

Tuesday, 6th January
in the Bar from 8pm - Free
TRADITIONAL MUSIC
Join in, sing along or just listen and enjoy!
Thursday 29th Janua
BURNS NIYGHT SUPPER

A Scottish Themed Menu
Served between 6 and 9pm - booking advised.

www.roseandcrownfeckenham.co.uk

Letter to the Editor

Dear Editor,

Having lived in Feckenham for over 50
years | am always saddened to hear of
the passing of someone whom | have
known for many years. Sadly | often only
hear months after the event. For the
younger and newer residents of our
lovely community the marriages of their
contemporaries and the prospect of new
additions to the village would no doubt
be of equal interest. There currently
seems to be no way of communicating
these life changing, or ending events
widely. | am sure that a ‘hatched,
matched and dispatched’ column in
Feckenham News would be a useful way
of keeping us all in touch with these
important happenings in our village.

Chris West




The FeckenOdeon
Cinema Socety

P-PICK UP A PENGUIN
Inspired by the true story of a disillusioned
Englishman who went to work in a school in
Argentina in 1976. Expecting an easy ride, Tom
discovers a divided nation and a class of
unteachable students. However, after he rescues a
penguin from an oil-slicked beach, his life is turned
upside-down. He hoses the bird down and then
the blighter won't stop following him. Steve
Coogan tries to star but it's the penguin who
deserves top billing. (uk 2025)

THE PENGUIN LESSONS (12A)
Saturday, 31st January at 7.30pm

BAND OF BROTHERS...
Thibaut is an internationally renowned conductor
who travels the world. When he learns he was
adopted, he discovers the existence of a younger
brother, Jimmy, who works in a school cafeteria
and plays the trombone in a small marching band.
Everything seems to set them apart, except their
love of music. Sensing his brother's exceptional
talent, Thibaut decides to remedy the injustice of
fate. Jimmy begins to dream of a different life...
A funny and moving film from France. (Fr 2024
THE MARCHING BAND (124)
Friday, 13th February at 8pm

Tickets for all FeckenOdeon shows are on sale
at The Village Shop and The Rose & Crown.

You can also book by phone on 0333 666 3366
or online at www.feckenodeon.co.uk

Feckenham Village Hall
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TOP ROCK STAR ON STAGE
Many readers will remember the halcyon days of
the 1970s and early ‘80s when a great Brummie
band were never out of the hit parade. The Electric
Light Orchestra (better known as ELO) were an
international sensation... and for much of that time
a young man called Dave Scott-Morgan was on
stage and on record with them - playing guitar and
singing. Dave also played and wrote music with The
Move, The Uglys and other top bands of the era.
We're delighted that Dave will be revisiting those
days with his trio, Morganisation, in a show at the
Village Hall - memories, music of the time... and a
few new tunes too.

MORGANISATION
HOW THE BEATLES GOT ME A JOB WITH ELO

Saturday, 7th February at 7.30pm

TICKETS for shows at the Village Hall
are on sale at The Village Shop

and The Rose & Crown.
Book online through www.feckhall.org
Book by phone on 0333 666 3366

IMPROVEMENT FUND DRAW

Many thanks to all of those who subscribed to this
year's Improvement Fund Draws. The Hall's
Committee is grateful to you for contributing £12
each - and even more grateful to those who
contributed multiples of £12. The total collected
at the time of going to press is exactly the same as
it was for 2024/25 but you can still join in if you
forgot to send your entry in time!

The results of the first 2 draws are below.

Feckenham Village Hall Improvement Fund
draws. Carried out on 2nd December 2025.

November:

1st (£25) 45 Andrew & Karen Henson

2nd (£15) 121 Brian Robson

3rd (£10) 54 Cyril & Jo Warrilow

December:

1st (£25) 66

2nd (£15) 88

3rd (£10) 92

Mike Davis
Carol Onions
Ed Chute



Feckenham

Parish Council
FLOOD DEFENCE WORKS

The Parish Council has been working with multiple
authorities and agencies to ensure that work to
prevent flooding in the Astwood Lane /
Swansbrook Lane area is carried out. A scheme of
works has been agreed and the Council is doing its
utmost to ensure that this solution to a long-
standing problem is implemented in summer
2026. Contrary to information residents may have
received in a recent leaflet drop, funding has not
been withdrawn by the County Council. A problem
has been encountered resulting from a reduction
in the budget of the Environment Agency. The
council is currently working with other funders to
make up the shortfall.

HOUSING NEEDS SURVEY

The Council is grateful to parishioners who
responded to the recent survey which sought to
establish the need for new housing in the Parish. A
draft report has been received and is being
studied. The final report will be published on the
Council’s website in a few weeks’ time. What is
abundantly clear is that respondents do not think
that large scale housing estates should be built in
Feckenham.

PRECEPT

At this time of year the Parish Council is obliged
to set its precept for the coming financial year.
The precept is the money that the Council uses to
pay for services, projects and the running of the
Council. It is collected as part of your Council Tax.
The precept was not increased last year as this
followed a substantial increase in the preceding
year. After much deliberation the Council has
decided that an increase of 10% is unavoidable.
This is because the Council is faced with
substantial expenses relating to large planning
applications, flood defences and other remedial
work. It should be noted that the Parish Council’s

budget accounts for a very small proportion of
your total Council Tax Bill

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

The subject of Battery Energy Storage Systems
and Solar Installations is extremely complicated.
The Council faces multiple planning applications
relating to these schemes. A great deal of
research has been undertaken by or on behalf of
the Council alongside work undertaken by the
action group FABBSSS. It has decided to make this
research available to the public by posting the
papers produced on the Parish Council’'s website
- feckenham-parishcouncil.gov,uk

It should be noted that these are research
documents and do not necessarily represent the
Council’s policy on these matters.

NEXT MEETING
The next Parish Council meeting will be held on
Thursday 8th January at 7.30pm in the back
room at the Village Hall. Everyone is welcome to
attend. There is an “open forum” section at the
beginning of all Council meetings where you can
raise matters of concern or ask guestions of the
Council.

GET IN TOUCH

If you have queries or need help with local
problems you are very welcome to contact the
Council. Initially you can call the Parish Clerk on
01527 892522 or Email:
clerk@feckenham-parishcouncil.gov.uk

NEED INFORMATION?

Visit the Parish Council’s website for information
about the Council, planning issues, local
organisations and useful contact details to help
you solve problems. You'll also find digital editions
of Feckenham News going back to 2012.

I\

Ag,

Welcome to our

website
I ﬂ ', r

feckenham-parishcouncil.gov.uk
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PARISH CHURCH of ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST

Vicar - Vacant following the appointment of Fr Glenn
to the Arch Benefice near Evesham.
Assistant Curate - The Rev Fiona Carter (unpaid
volunteer - part time only)

Church Wardens - Vacant.

Weddings and Baptisms please contact the Rev Fiona
Carter on fiona-carter@hotmail.co.uk
To arrange a Funeral please contact your Funeral

Director .
For all other enquiries please contact lan Hunter, I)AR[SH(.FP.H URCH
Secretary to the Parochial Church Council preferably : P
by email to secretary@feckenhamchurch.org.uk or ST.JOHN TaE BAPTIST
07874 800108. FECKENHAM

Website www.feckenhamchurch.or.uk

Services for January 2026

4th January 10.30am Eucharist Rev Fiona Carter
11+ January 10.30am Family Service Phil Tricklebank ALM

18~ January 6:30pm Evensong Rev Fiona Carter
25+ January 10.30am Eucharist/Morning prayer TBA

Drop in (in church)
Wednesday at 10.30am - 12.00pm
14+ January and 28+ January
All are welcome (coffee and cake)
Coffee Stop (in church) Tuesday Tuesday January 13th
All are welcome (coffee and cake)
And toys for children: 2pm - 3.45pm

FECKENHAM ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

Mass will not be held at St John Fisher and Thomas More until further notice.

Mount Carmel 6 pm Sunday Mass is now the Live Streamed Mass.
Link: www.eventcast.uk/live (Type the link into the browser)
Local contact: Phylis Mott, Feckenham. Tel 893898
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T4U CHRISTMAS SHOEBOX APPEAL 2025

I go though such a roller coaster of emotions when |

am counting the boxes in readiness for collection. | am =
always thrilled to see them all full to bursting with so
much thought and love, but at the same time sad to
know that there are still so many children and families

in the world with so little to call their own. Lets hope

and pray that our simple gifts will be the start of better
times ahead for them all !

Thank you all so much for your support, kindness and
generosity! | am absolutely delighted to tell you that
together with June Crofts and our Shoebox Friends in Stoke Prlor Tricia Mortlmer and

Shoebox Friends in Callow Hill Village, Bradley Green and Hanbury This year we collected
297 boxes. | gave TAU £865 in donations plus £573-65 from fundraising, enabling T4AU to
make up another 100 boxes on our behalf

Making this years GRAND TOTAL 397. This Christmas our boxes were distributed in
UKRAINE

Thank you too, for all of the donations to go in boxes and for the beautiful knitted
items, they are always so gratefully received !
On the subject of knitting, Horton Hall retirement Apartments in Droitwich started a knit
and natter group last year, all the knitwear was donated to our shoebox appeal, but they
have run out of wool and have asked for donations, so if you have any spare wool would

you kindly take it to church and pop it in the donations basket. Thank you !

Lin

TOGETHER WE HAVE CHANGED LIVES ONE BOX AT A TIME

Churchyard Mowing

Our thanks go out to all the volunteers
from congregation and the wider village
community who mow this area as well as
the paths in the Lower Churchyard.

Advancing years does mean that the
fortnightly mowing rota needs refreshing
and we do need new volunteers able to
offer a couple of hours once during the
growing season. If you would be
interested in volunteering, please contact
Fred Hicks (who is now managing the
mowing rota to find out what is involved.

The Parochial Church Council does not
receive any external funding for the
maintenance of the churchyard, and we

rely entirely on volunteers. We do
provide the necessary equipment, and
we spend some £300 a year on fuel and
maintenance.

lan Hunter on behalf of the Parochial
Church Council

Cool,

Climate

Air Conditioning Systems

for your Home, Office or Business

Mr Simon Baker
Tel.: 01527 892823 or 07736 447705
E-mail: simon@coolclimate.co.uk
Web: http://iwww.coolclimate.co.uk







Feckenham Square

Management Committee
CHRISTMAS PAST

At the time of writing Christmas hasn’t happened
yet - but we'll assume that it did happen and that
the Carols on The Square event also happened and
was a success. For the time being we'll say a
general thank you to all who helped make it
happen - singers, bucket rattlers, providers of
mince pies, volunteer punch ladlers, etc. We'll
have a fuller report in February’s Feckenham
News.

We must offer an apology to anyone who
responded to our appeal for help in erecting the
village Christmas Tree on 6th December. We're
sorry if you rearranged your Saturday morning ...
only to find that the thing was already up and
dressed. The tree supplier got the date wrong and
delivered it a week early - so the Committee had
to set to and get it in place on 3rd December.

TREE FELLING
There’'s another chance to flex your tree wrangling
muscles when the tree has to come down on 3rd
January - you'll be very welcome to join us when
we meet at 10am on The Square.

JOWBROOK GARDENS

Imaginative high quality landscaping
Patios & garden walls
Ponds & water features
Also Pond & Patio cleaning
Fencing & Hedge cutting
Local, friendly service, references available
Call Glenn - 07792 613020
glen.bowbrook@live.com

Bennett Decoration

Tel: 01527 893162
Mob: 0797 3627269
~— Free Estimates

Feckemham's Own...
-

Listen at
www.swansbrook.com

MERRY MELODIES

We hope you all had a great Christmas and found
something to enjoy in Swansbrook’s Christmas
programmes. From Colin’s Yuletide rockers,
Chris’s Classical Crackers, lan’s requested rarities
to Nick’s chilled prog rocks... we hope there was
something to your taste. In addition, if you didn’t
manage to get to the church, we've been
broadcasting the Service of Lessons and Carols
recorded on 21st December. All of our Christmas
output is still available to listen to On Demand -
so, if you're feeling like a bit of merry music now
the greyness of January is here all you have to do
is go to swansbrook.com and your post-Christmas
blues will be banished.

BAKER’S REFUGE

One of the best things about an Internet radio
service is that it knows no boundaries - people all
over the world can hear our programmes. It’s
really quite gratifying when people from far off
lands take the trouble to get in touch. One
example is a gentleman by the name of Ken
Hamilton who lives in Marshall, North Carolina.
Ken used to work as a cookie baker and had
Swansbrook playing as he mixed the dough in the
early hours of the morning. Now he's retired from
that side of the business to specialise in the
making of intricate cookie and confectionary
moulds based on antique designs. The moulds are
finely detailed and take a great deal of
concentration to make but Ken finds that
Swansbrook radio helps. If you'd like to see some
of his work go to cookiemolds.wordpress.com -
he’s happy to export to the UK!

LISTEN TO THE SWANS

Go to www.swansbrook.com and follow
the instructions you'll find there. Most of
our programmes are available for you to
play ON DEMAND - listen when and where
you like - as often as you like.
FECKENHAM'S OWN Local Radio

www.swansbrook.com
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REDDITCH JOINERY

Bespoke Made to Measure Joinery
Doors
Kitchens & Bedrooms
Windows
Orangeries & Conservatories
Gates
Specialists Work
Staircases
Machined Timber
Producing the most beautiful
bespoke joinery for over 30 years.
T: 01527 68179 M: 07852 177453
www.redditch-joinery.co.uk

N A Jones
Plumbing & Heating Ltd

Specialists in Aga Rayburn appliances
We service Gas and oil appliances

Supply and fit e-control and electrickit
electric conversions to your existing
Aga Cooker

Supply and install
preloved/refurbished Agas

Free quotes for replacement Gas & Oil
boilers

www.najonesplumbingandheating.co.uk
Email:_najonesplumbingandheating@gmail.com

Tel 01562 752659
Mob 07770698073

REVIVAL >

HEALTH & WELLBEING CENTRE

Mind | Body | Gym |

Acupuncture | Physiotherapy | Osteopathy | Laser Treatment
Neurological Physiotherapy | Pregnancy Massage | Shockwave Therapy
Lymphatic Drainage | Sports Massage | Sports Therapy
Vestibular Rehabilitation | Women's Health | Indian Head Massage
Prehab & Rehab | Clinical Pilates | Gym Memberships | Personal Training
Yoga | Strong & Steady Classes | Parkinson’s Classes

To find out more visit www.revival-health.co.uk

01386 792126
info@revival-health.co.uk




WHAT'’S ON IN

—FECKENHAM—

Vll..l..AGE HAI..I..

MORN

Former ELO musician leads trio in original
songs, rock ‘n’roll classics and ELO hits.

Saturday, 7th February at 7.30pm
Book online at feckhall.or
by phone 0333 666 3366
or in person at The Rose & Crown
or The Village Shop

Feckenham READERS GROUP | [Emsbulifieses

Tuesday, 13th January - 7.45pm

This month’s book: / 3{&;{““
THE HUNGRY &2/ 2 SEES
TIDE ‘ BORDER MORRIS

By Amitav Ghosh Bd P
Information: 01527 892285 Zh A\ 7/ B

Twice monthly Sessions
at Feckenham Village Hall

2nd and 4th Fridays - Tpm

Send detalls of events for FREE listing to:



FECKENHAM

# THE

FECKENHAM FE@E@EN@@E@N&%@%‘%

SESSIONS

/( A L LY TRADITIONAL

*: M gir® MUSICMAKING

WE ROSEQ CROWN
irst Tuesday of every month from 8pm *

NEXT SESSION: Tuesday, 6th January

FeckenOdeon 1 Saturday, 31st January at 7.30pm

k ' dl lub
e ot socs | THE ARG NG BAND

and a

GARDENING QUIZ

Wednesday, 7th January - 7.30pm
Stock & Bradley Village Hall

Feckenham Parish Council

; e |
The FeckenOdeon Cinemas
M E ET] N G at Feckenham Village Hall
Tickets for all shows from The Rose & Crown and Village Sho
Thursday, 8th Jan-uary -1.30pm Telephone Booking 0333 666 3366* Online Booking® & full inforgmau'on aI:
Feckenham Village Hall www.feckenodeon.co.uk
(Back Room)  All welcome *Booking Fee applies to Phone and Online Bookings

Meetings include a Public Forum where *Phone calls answered by Ticketsource and charged at standard rates - NOT a premium line
parishioners can bring matters to the attention

of the Council and ask questions. l I w -
le e

FEG&EEWI’I&M; OWh.. IENSFIRING VWO R ErN
e e o Next Meeting: Monday, 19th January
v:fv::s\avanshmok.com NUTR'T'ON

8pm - Feckenham Village Hall
Contact jen@thecarys.co.uk for details

whatson@feckenham.f9.co.uk or call 892130




Feckenham Archive - Marion Chute

Memories of summer days to cheer us up. These photos came from Wake 2005 when
much fun was had with the Feckenham coracle pool.

Z” A ..'

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING SPECIALISTS
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
ECO FRIENDLY

FAMILY RUN SINCE 1980

peee]

www.WainwrightsCarpetCleaning.co.uk

Which turned into a general
pool for everyone later in the
day.... and then in the evening
our home grown band
performed!

Beauty £

by Elizabeth auriaskoohl
Skln\ Therapist fridpping

Flexible appointment
fimes available

ne: 01527 822698
Mobile: 07890 978089
Miciodemabiosion, [V ond Collogen I fackls,  Cider Wil Hose

bio sculphue, massage, gel o, waring, Cider Mil Lane, Bradiey Graan
@yelosh finfing, manicure, pedicure and many morel Redditch, Worcestershire B94 6TH
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Our December meeting wasn’t very
festive this year (except for Barb’s
Christmas jumper!) as we did a self
defence class with the excellent Pete
Martin from Redditch Self Defence
Association.

After a very mis-spent youth, Pete has
dedicated the last 35 years to improving
people’s safety and campaigning against
knife crime. Working from the
association’s centre in Britten Street by
the station in Redditch, Pete and the
team run all sorts of classes on self
defence and martial arts. For our session,
he took us through the best ways to avoid

Seasonal floral designs & bouquets

www.wrenandbramble.co.uk
Call Clare on 07548 832771

n!wn‘mm(lhmmhle

a confrontation in the first place (avoid
bad people, bad places, and bad times),
the legalities of self defence, and some
practical tips on warding off unwanted
attention. We asked him to cover a lot in
a very short session and he rose to the
challenge magnificently. We all feel much
more informed on how to avoid bad
situations and what to do if we get in
one. We now also know that putting your
key in between your knuckles is pretty
useless!

We look forward to seeing Pete again
next year for a session on how to safely
and effectively intervene when you see a
stranger being harassed or attacked, skills
which would greatly benefit both sexes.

Our January meeting is on Monday 19th
and we are having a talk on nutrition -
very apt as we all begin our post-
Christmas diets! We meet in the back
room of Feckenham Village Hall. Doors
open at 7.45 and the meeting starts at
8pm. Members are free and guests are £5
- all are welcome.

Paddock Care & Cuttmg"»Semces
Feckenham & surrounding areas
Orchards / large lawns also cut

- paddock-care@outlook.com '
07970 710769
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Moths at Feckenham Wylde Moor - Jason Waine

| have been studying moths since | was
about eleven years old. They have always
fascinated me; their sheer numbers and
their variation as well as their life
histories. For some years | have run a
couple of moth traps regularly in my
home garden which backs onto a wood.
This is quite productive and the records
gained have been submitted to the
County Recorder for verification and then
on to the National Database. These
records help to monitor moth
populations which are a sensitive
indicator of environmental change. There
are several types of moth trap but they all
consist of a light source which usually
emits a bright, high ultraviolet light
component, a body in the form of a drum
or box (into which | place egg trays for
the moths to hide in) and a small
entrance which the moths can't find to
escape from. The aim is to record
numbers of each species without harming
the moths. | photograph each moth in
case there is any query about
identification and then | free them. For
the past five years | have increasingly
been trapping outside of my garden in
reserves, mainly in Worcestershire, and
one of the reserves | have used (with
permission) is Feckenham Wylde Moor.
This is a particularly interesting site as it
consists of boggy fen peat, a rare habitat,
with scrapes, a pool and fenland flora but
also with a lightly wooded north edge. |

use three small, mobile, 20 watt actinic
traps powered by batteries and | have
recorded some rare and unusual moths

here. The varied landscape also results in
a wide range of species. Moths found
here include Elephant and Poplar Hawk-
moths (large and gaudy types)

Poplar Hawk Moth



The rarer but maybe less spectacular
moths include migrants such as the Dark
Sword-grass, European Corn-borer and
Rusty-dot Pearl. Less common residents
include Brown-veined Wainscot, Large
Wainscot, Silky Wainscot, Southern
Wainscot, Bulrush Wainscot, Obscure
Wainscot, Small Rufous, Brown Plume,
Pale Eggar, Blackneck, and Round-winged
Muslin.

Feckenham Wylde Moor always delivers
unusual, fen-land related types of moth
that | don't see anywhere else in our area
- many of the moths listed above are
indeed fen and bog specialists.

This year has been a pretty spectacular
year for the moth-trapper with large
numbers of usually uncommon species
and who knows what the future might

bring!

Swallow Prominent

Swallow-tailed Moth

Orange Sallow

Pale Eggar

Black Neck

Can't think what to do with your garden?
Let me help!

Claire Ellis
Complete Gardens

Design & Planting
Maintenance & Rejuvenation
Consultancy

@& 07773 101750 or 01527 894745
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\Natural Stone,Tlle & Vinyl Floor Cleaning,
p Restoratlon Sealing & Pollshmg Specnallsts

Est 1999. Based in Shy, k, Nr Feckenham

/ >

~a

Telephone: Paul Godson 07899 790580 or 0800 197 3838
Website: www.tileandstonemedic.co.uk ‘
email: paul@tileandstonemedic.co.uk

@leaning & Restoration Services

BABIES NURSERY AGE SCHOOL AGE
SWIMMING LESSONS
Private, Purpose Built Pool Free Parking Highly Trained Teachers

01527 821978

www.chessgroveswim co.uk
info@chessgroveswim.co.uk

Chessgrove

Ditchford Bank Read, Hanbury,
Bromsgrove, Worcestershire B60 4HS




Village Shop - Alan Slater

As we step into a new year, | would like to
extend warm thanks to everyone, both
volunteers and customers, who have
supported us throughout the past twelve
months. Whether you pop in daily,
weekly, or only occasionally, your visits,
conversations and encouragement are
what keep our little shop thriving. Being
volunteer-led means we rely heavily on
the people who give their time so
generously, but it also means we rely just
as much on those who choose to shop
locally. Together, you help sustain a place
that is far more than a shop —itis a
genuine community hub.

During the run-up to Christmas and into
the New Year, we have been working
behind the scenes to refresh our stock
and bring in some appealing new lines.
One of the highlights is the introduction
of pickles, jams, marmalades and
dressings from a local award-winning
producer. These artisan products have
already caught the attention of
customers, and we are pleased to
champion such high-quality goods made
right on our doorstep.

We have also expanded our range of
biscuits, offering more choice to
complement the much-loved varieties
from Frank’s that many of you already
enjoy. Whether you are looking for
something classic, something indulgent,

or simply something to accompany a cup
of tea on a chilly afternoon, there is now
plenty to explore.

To accommodate our growing selection,
we have recently reorganised the shop
layout. Shelves have shifted and displays
have been refreshed, so can | encourage
you to take a little extra time during your
next visit to browse the new
arrangement. You may discover items you
hadn’t noticed before.

We remain firmly committed to keeping
prices fair and stocking products that
offer good value for money. Your
feedback plays a big part in helping us
achieve this, and as a result of recent
comments, we have made a change to
our deli supplier, after being forced to
find an alternative to the very popular
offering from Fladbury. Let us know what
you think of the new pies and the tasty
sounding lamb and mint pasty.

Most importantly, the Village Shop
continues to be a meeting place —
somewhere to exchange news, enjoy a
friendly chat, or simply feel part of village
life. Every purchase helps keep this space
alive, vibrant and welcoming.

From myself, to all the volunteers and
customers, thank you for your ongoing
support, and we look forward to serving
you throughout 2026.

Landscaping
Jeff Annand Contracting

Blockpaving - Ponds - Patios - Groundwork

& General Property Maintenance

Free Quotes
References available

Fully insured

Tel: 07968 668906
or 01527 894745
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Rob Cole’s Gardening Tips

TWO GOOD SNOWDROPS
Rob Cole

Despite the current irritating craze for
glorifying minutiae in snowdrops, | still
love them. Not because | can boast that |
have some rare forms, or that | found a
plant in a Garden Centre that was a wee
bit different, but simply because they are
beautiful and are so welcome when very
little else is in flower in the cold, dark
days of January and February.

Two snowdrops have done particularly

well for me, one is fairly commonly 1981 (by Richard Nutt, an avid snowdrop
available and the other less so. authority), and commemorates the
Snowdrops do not really like our heavy owner of the garden in which it is

clay soil, but these two cultivars stand out thought to have arisen. Its flowers are
each year as being particularly strong and gently double, and the tips of the inners
successful. are marked with two small dots.

The second good doer is Galanthus
elwesii 'Sickle' which | purchased for
£9.00 from Roger and Sue Norman's
'lvycroft' nursery in February 1994 and
was one of the first 'more expensive'
snowdrops which | began to buy. It has
formed a good clump in a herbaceous
border where it is challenged by
surrounding Sedums and other
herbaceous perennials, and yet still
flowers lustily and increases steadily year
on year. The last time | split it there were
over 40 bulbs. !
! = According to
The first is the readily available Matt Bishop's

Galanthus 'Lady Beatrix Stanley'. From a book entitled
single bulb purchased for £1.50 at an ‘Snowdrops’, it
Alpine Garden Society meeting in January is "rather slow
1994, it had increased to 55 bulbs when | to increase
split the clump for the first time in and

February 2007, and has continued to consequently
increase wherever | hadivided them and very rare at
spread them around. (Why is it that the present", so
expensive ones don't do this !). my experience
Although this clone has been around seems to be
since the 1950's, it was only given the out of the
cultivar name of 'Lady Beatrix Stanley' in ordinary.
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Our meeting at the Village Hall on Wednesday 3« December started with a short AGM,
followed by a practical display and talk about ‘Vintage Garden Tools’ by John and Carole
Matthews. John brought a large collection of garden tools, some over 100 years old, and
described their uses and methods of manufacture in a most entertaining way. Some of
the tools were for sale, and many of them found new homes with our members.

CLUB MEETING — Wednesday 3~ December 2025

NEXT CLUB EVENT — Wednesday 7+ January 2026

Our next meeting at the Village Hall will be on Wednesday 7+ January 2026 and will be a
‘Bring and Share’ supper followed by a 20 Questions Gardening Quiz.

The subject for the monthly competition is ‘Something Flowering Today’.

Club meetings are normally held on the first Wednesday of each month at the Village
Hall, Church Road, Bradley Green starting at 7.30pm, and are free to members for an
annual subscription of £5.00 for 2026. Visitors are made very welcome and may attend
for £3.00 per meeting.

If you require any further information, ring Rob Cole (Chairman) on 07544 832052.

LANDSCRAPING
E GROUNOWORKS

Specialising in a range of services including:

* Landscaping [ ;= Ground

Please contact Scott and his team at
admin@scglandscapes.com or call
07540476568 if you would like to discuss your
garden plans, or would like more information about
our company portfolio.




Feckenham Cricket Club

must announce
the passing of a B
long standing |
member of the
cricket club,
Alan Watkin.

Alan was born
in Enfield in
1932, his
fathers factory
job being
transformed into aeroplane
manufacturing in the second world war,
during which young Alan mixed sports
between football with his mates and
sprint training to Anderson shelters when
the sirens went off. The family settled in
Ewell, near Epsom, where Alan attended
Epsom Grammar & first became
interested in cricket playing for Old
Grammarians. After national service &
undertaking various jobs as diverse as
accounting & tree surgery, he settled in
Holberrow Green in 1965, where he
married. The marriage didn't last but the
couple remained friends, sharing sunday
lunch every week until his wife passed
away a decade ago.

Alan appeared at Feckenham when Ken
Burley persuaded him to play whilst
delivering groceries to his house, and a
lifelong connection was made. Mainly a
second team player, but in an age where
cricket was more widely played, Alan took
on several key roles within the club
including captain, secretary for over ten
years & club president for 20 years, only
standing down earlier this year due to his
inability to travel to the club.

Alan was inseparable in his later years
from his companion, Jill Irons, the wife of
his great friend, Fran, after Fran passed
away, and they were often seen at club
functions together and helping out
whenever they could. Whilst still driving
Alan could often be seen ferrying stuff
around in what became a living
reincarnation of the scooby doo van.

Alan passed away on Sunday November
30th, 8 days before his 94th birthday.
There is no direct family in the UK, only a
distant niece and nephew in Australia, so
it will be a pure cremation with no
service. We are expecting to receive his
ashes January 9thwhere they will be
scattered on the ground at 1pm saturday
January 10th where a celebration of his
life will be held. All are welcome.

Vale Alan, and thank you

ANDREW SMITH
CHIMNEY SWEEP

Traditional and Power Sweeping
Clean, reliable and fully insured
smoke test, CCTV and certificates,
Evening and weekend appointments

also available Member of the

Institute of Chimney

Based locally in Inkberrow Sweeps
Phone: 01386 793248
Mobile: 07789 721303

Feckenham

GARAGE

%MOT Testing Station

Servicing & Repairs to all makes

01527 892483




YOGA

BALANCE YOUR MIND & BODY

FIRST
CLASS
FREE!

Tuesdays | 19:00pm
Stock & Bradley Hall

Thursdays | 18:00pm
L. 07532282282 Feckenham Hall

° Jessica Byatt Yoga & Meditation
©® @jessicabyatt.yogaandmeditation

fHome service
Carpets | Vinyls | Laminates | Wood Floors | LVT

| 25 Direct Floors

Mobile showroom to your home
Save up to 30% on shop prices
Over 3000 samples on our van

Furniture moved & carpets uplifted for OAP'S & disabled free of charge

01527-894777
o

www.direct-floors.co.uk

Dave Powell
Decoration
07747 691461

for Quality painting and
decorating
Based in Feckenham

davidpowell253@gmail.com

SUNFLOWER
B;EE SOFT FURNISHINGS
Sunflower Soft Furnishings offers bespoke
curtains, blinds, and soft furnishings to
the Worcestershire area. Please contact
us to schedule a visit to our studio.
Home consultations available.
Unit 17 Stockwood Business Park
Stockwood, Redditch B96 65X

07976 640307 | 01905 381811
sunflower-softfurnishings.co.uk

Fencing

Groundworks - Foundations

Equestrian — Agricultural — Domestic
Free estimates — over 25y experience

Based locally in Bradley Green

WD & NM Willison Ltd

Mob: 07825034320
Email : wwdandnmitd@gmail.com

HARDWOOD

5LOGS

FOR SALE
NO DELIVERY CHARGE
ALSO BAGS FOR SALE

Telephone anytime:

01905 620034 o 781 952949

TAPCAST

computer services

Local, trusted IT support done remotely & onsite

IT Support + Microsoft Office 365 & Cloud
Remote Working Solutions = Computer Equipment
Security Services « Backup & Disaster Recovery
Call 01386 792196
jane.neal@tapcast.co.uk

RTI

COLOR CODE MOTORS LTD

Accident repair specialists

www.tapcast.co.uk -

Colour matching 100% guaranteed

Fleet & commercial vans
Complete restoration & fibreglass work
Fully equipped purpose built work shop
Established 35 Years

Telephone: 01527 854155

Email: colorcodemotors@btconnect.com
Unit A, Green Lane, The Slough, Studley, Warks. B80 7EY
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%RAY BR

TREE SURGEONS .

TREE SURGERY - HEDGE TRIMMING - :
LOPPING, PRUNING - STUMP REMOVAL =>

Tel: 07970 263779

or 01527 892828

184 THE RIDGEWAY, ASTWOOD BANK FULLY INSURED - NPTC CERT.

Are Your [Locks Behaving Badly 7

NO CALL OUT CHARGE * FREE ESTIMATES
SAME DAY SERVICE * NO VAT ON LABOUR

All Types Of Door & Window Lock Problems
Locks Opened, Serviced & Repaired
Outdated Locks Upgraded To Current Standards
High Security Anti-Snap Locks Fitted
UPVC Multi-Point Lock Repair Specialist
Jammed & Dropped Doors Realigned & Adjusted =
FIX AN ISSUE BEFORE IT BECOMES A PROBLEM Coffee Shop with Veranda

Home Security With Crime Prevention Advice L‘?CG lly-sourced PTOdUC_*S
Additional Door & Window Security Deli, Cakes, Beers Oﬁq Wines
Including Garages, Sheds, Gates & more Household Essentials
A Family Run Business serving Worcestershire

Traditional Skills & Workmanship for 30 Years
For More Help & Advice Contact Stewart

A THE LOCKSMITH ¢

LOCAL + RELIABLE * INDEPENDENT
01905570999 07871442011

www.locksmithworcestershire.co.uk

WHY REPLACE YOUR DOOR WE’LL REPAIR
“ AS GOOD AS NEW "

M Established Over 40 Years
Chimney Sweep

Clean & Efficient - Brush & Vacuum

st it RS CORNELL.
(|

Competitive Prices - Cowl Fitting

Graeme Butlin
OXL21 44585 5913
0754 587 6475

46 Oxford Road, Moseley, Birmingham B13 9ER




