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Regular Sessions

Mondays Dance Academy
Tuesdays Tai Chi
Wednesdays Playgroup (term �me)
Thursdays Bridge; Hatha Yoga

Second Monday of the month: Mobile Library
First Tuesday of the month:
Lunch Club, Feckenham Sessions
First and Third Wednesday: Community Choir
Second Wednesday Art Club
Third Monday of the month: WI
1st and 3rd Fridays : Erstwhile Morris Dancers

December

3rd S&B Gardening Club
6th Christmas Tree Erec�on
9th Readers Group
11th Parish Council Mee�ng
13th Big Band Village Hall
15th WI
24th Carols on the Square
26th Boxing Day Walk
27th FeckenOdeon
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Editor’s Note

This month’s magazine
is full of Christmas
events going on in the
village, There’s plenty
to choose from
whatever your tastes:
Carols around the
Christmas Tree, Church
services, entertainment in the Village
Hall and the Boxing Day Walk to name a
few. Hopefully something for everyone
with their visitors - or even a chance to
get away from them for a while!

You will have received the village
Christmas Card with the magazine. We
will know the full amount raised for
Shelter next month but I know that
currently it’s in excess of £800. Thanks
to all who sent in their good wishes and
their dona�ons, all of which go to the
charity as the Church funds the prin�ng.
Below are some gree�ngs that arrived
too late for the card.

Some�mes not ge�ng what you want
can be a wonderful stroke of luck: a
quote from the Dalai Lama. I o�en
men�on this to people when I’m
mentoring. It might be about their job or
rela�onships: almost anything. At this
�me of year we are giving and receiving
gi�s. Perhaps we have hinted what we
might want. What if our wish isn’t
granted and we receive something else?
That might open up a whole new
chapter in our lives. Just a thought!

Wishing everyone a Merry Christmas
and a happy, peaceful 2026.

Happy Christmas and have a
splendid 2026
Love from Kathy and Tommy

A Very Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year to everyone in

Feckenham
Chris and Tave Bristow

Wishing you all a very Happy
Christmas and a Happy and

Healthy 2025!
Love Malcolm & Vanda xx

Vivien and Ian Hunter wish all their
friends in and around Feckenham
a Joyful Christmas and a Happy

and Peaceful New Year
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CHURCH SERVICES

FECKENHAM ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass will not be held at St John Fisher and Thomas More un�l further no�ce.

Mount Carmel 6 pm Sunday Mass is now the Live Streamed Mass.
Link: www.eventcast.uk/live (Type the link into the browser)

Local contact: Phylis Mo�, Feckenham. Tel 893898

PARISH CHURCH of ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST

Services for December 2025

Vicar - Vacant following the appointment of Fr Glenn
to the Arch Benefice near Evesham.

Assistant Curate - The Rev Fiona Carter (unpaid
volunteer - part �me only)
Church Wardens - Vacant.

Weddings and Bap�sms please contact the Rev Fiona
Carter on fiona-carter@hotmail.co.uk

To arrange a Funeral please contact your Funeral
Director

For all other enquiries please contact Ian Hunter,
Secretary to the Parochial Church Council preferably
by email to secretary@feckenhamchurch.org.uk or

07874 800108.
Website www.feckenhamchurch.or.uk

7th December 10.30am Eucharist Rev. Fiona Carter

14th December 10.30am Family Service Rev. Fiona Carter

21st December 6.30pm Nine Lessons and Carols Rev. Fiona Carter

24th December 10.30am Crib Service Rev. Fiona Carter

24th December 10.00pm 1st Eucharist of Christmas Adn. Nikki Groake

28th December No service

Drop in (in church)
Wednesday at 10.30am - 12.00pm on 10th December

All are welcome (coffee and cake)

Coffee Stop (in church) Tuesday December 9th
All are welcome (coffee and cake)

And toys for children: 2pm - 3.45pm Service



7

Wai�ng in Hope: Advent and Christmas
Reflec�ons

As the days grow shorter and the chill of
winter se�les in, the season of Advent invites
us into a �me of quiet an�cipa�on. In the
midst of the hustle and bustle—shopping lists,
school plays, decora�ons, and fes�ve
gatherings—Advent gently calls us to pause,
reflect, and prepare our hearts for the coming
of Christ.

Advent is not just a countdown to Christmas.
It is a sacred season of wai�ng. We wait in
hope, just as the prophets did. We wait in
faith, like Mary and Joseph. And we wait in
love, knowing that the birth of Jesus is the
ul�mate expression of God’s love for the
world.

Each candle on the Advent wreath marks a
step on this journey:

• Hope – for a world renewed

• Peace – in the midst of chaos

• Joy – that li�s our spirits

• Love – that transforms hearts

Then, on Christmas Day, we light the central
candle—the Christ candle—celebra�ng the
light that has come into the world. The birth
of Jesus is not just a historical event; it is a
living reality. Emmanuel—God with us—
reminds us that we are never alone.

This Christmas, may we rediscover the wonder
of the na�vity. Whether we gather in candlelit
churches or around family tables, may we
hear again the angel’s song: “Glory to God in
the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill
toward men.”

Let us carry that peace into the new year. Let
us be bearers of hope, joy, and love in our
communi�es. And let us remember that the
true gi� of Christmas is not found under a
tree, but in the manger—in the presence of
Christ among us.

Wishing you a blessed Advent and a joyful
Christmas.

Reverend Fiona writes… Fields of Gold Charity
Concert

I’m delighted to report that a total of
£1306.08 was raised at our concert on
11th October. This will be split equally
between two chari�es: The Leprosy
Mission, in par�cular their renova�on
project at Danja Hospital in Niger. The
Friends of Feckenham Church, which
helps fund repairs and maintenance of
our beau�ful parish church and church
yard.
Huge thanks to those who supported the
event by coming along or making a
dona�on, buying raffle �ckets and
providing prizes.

Clare Furey

T4U CHRISTMAS SHOEBOX APPEAL 2025

On behalf of all the children, Thank you,
for the love you have sent this Christmas.
Thank you, for caring !

Wishing you all
a very Happy
Christmas x x

I don’t know as
yet where are
boxes will be
distributed this year, I will let you know in
January. You have made such a difference
to so many children’s lives this Christmas

thank you so much ! I am
sure that at some point on
Christmas day we will be
thinking of them all and
imagining the fun they are
having exploring their
very own Special Boxes of
delight. Lin
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As some villagers may be aware, the
roof on our historic Parish Church has
to be renewed and, together with a
number of other necessary works, this
means the Parish has to raise a total
figure in the region of £750,000, in a
number of stages, over the next few
years.

Replacement of the roof is the first
stage. As the fundraising arm of the
PCC, ‘Friends’ are now engaged in this
major project. We are hopeful that the
major part of this can be sourced from
various grant funding bodies,
principally from the Lo�ery Heritage
Fund. However, we s�ll have to raise a
significant propor�on ourselves. The
Church is a central and important
feature of our community from many
perspec�ves, not just the religious,
and we very much appreciate the
support and assistance given by many
local residents.

We should like to express our gra�tude
to Shirley Harman for her coffee
morning in June which raised a most
impressive £850 and to Clare Furey for
the excellent Fields of Gold concert in
October from which we were
delighted to receive a dona�on of over
£600 from the proceeds.

We also held a huge Sale of vintage
and pre-loved Christmas decora�ons
and collectables on the 8th November
which was a great success. Our thanks
go to Roger and Felicity Burman whose
inspira�on it was and who generously
donated a huge quan�ty of wonderful

decora�ons collected over many years.
In addi�on, Felicity also kindly made
and donated over 100 fes�ve mince
pies! Thanks also to our helpers on the
day and to our other kind friends who
donated many desirable decora�ons
and collectables. People a�ended
from all over the county and the event
raised over £1,200 towards our roof
fund.

We are always looking for new ideas
for fundraising so should anyone have
any helpful sugges�ons, please do get
in touch.

Andrew Fisher

Friends of Feckenham Parish Church
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Feckenham Archive - Marion Chute

This month an aerial view of the Church and the Old Vicarage which looks
as though it was taken some years ago-from a hot air balloon? Any
informa�on appreciated. Large gardens or even allotments?
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FeckenhamWI

I find I use this word a lot when I do my write-ups of our mee�ngs, but
tonight more than ever, I really feel it applies: The Mission Morogoro talk
truly was deeply inspira�onal. How such a small group can make such
large and las�ng changes to people so in need of fundamental facili�es
was incredible to hear about.
Thank you so much to Margaret Green, her husband, John, and Tricia and
Tony for their �me tonight and for giving us an insight into the vital work
they have been doing since 2011.
You can find out more and donate here:
h�ps://www.missionmorogoro.org.uk/

Our next mee�ng is on Monday 15th December and we shall be doing a
self defence class in Redditch with esteemed an�-knife crime campaigner,
Pete Mar�n. We will be leaving the village hall car park at 8pm sharp.
Please wear suitable clothes for an ac�ve session. Members are free and
guests are £5. You can find out more about Pete’s work here: h�ps://
redditchselfdefence.co.uk/
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Village Shop - Alan Slater

On behalf of
the
Management
Board let me
begin by
wishing you all
a very happy
Christmas and
hope you have
a most joyful
fes�ve season.
The Shop has
been
decorated in

an�cipa�on of a seasonal influx of trade
and my thanks to Rhian and Lisa for their
efforts in making us ready for Santa’s
visit. Although we will be giving our hard
working elves (volunteers) three days off,
we will be open for most of the Christmas
and New Year period. So please note that
our revised trading hours are:-

Wednesday Christmas Eve 8 am - 4pm
Thursday Christmas Day Closed
Friday Boxing Day Closed
Saturday 27th December 9am - 4pm
Sunday 28th December 10am - 1pm
Monday 29th December 9am - 2pm
Tuesday 30th December 9am - 2pm
Wednesday New years Eve 9am -2pm
Thursday New years Day Closed

Normal hours resume from January 2nd

We are delighted to announce a new
partnership with the Outdoor Pig
Company who are the principal supplier
of products for our Deli counter. Many of
you already enjoy their delicious pas�es,
bacon pockets and quiches and we are
pleased to confirm that these favourites
will con�nue to be stocked. In addi�on
their range has been expanded to include
a temp�ng selec�on of sausage rolls and
gourmet pies - perfect for quick lunches,
easy weeknight meals or stocking the
freezer before the Christmas rush.

As you know by suppor�ng your village
shop you are helping us to support the
community both locally and further
afield. This month the Shop will again be
making a substan�al dona�on towards
the cost of the Over 60’s Christmas lunch.

We have on sale
Margaret
Green’s
wonderful hand
kni�ed
decora�ons and
dolls, the
proceeds of
which will be
sent to Project
Morogoro in
East Africa.

So thank you for your con�nued support,
whether you are popping in for some
daily essen�als, a friendly chat over
coffee and cake or a treat from the Deli,
we will be delighted to see you. (silly
Santa hats and Christmas sweaters
op�onal)
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So here we are at the last moon of the
year, from the new moon on 20th
November to the new moon on 20th
December, with the following day being
not only the first day of the next moon
phase, but the first day also of the natural
new year as the calendar passes through
the shortest day and all of nature s�rs to
welcome in the coming year.

During November l plant out garlic for
next year, during December then they
spring up green shoots.

My pumpkin store has served me well, l
cure them in a chest with a sheet of glass
for a lid as squashes need light to cure for
storing. I grew tradi�onal orange and grey
Jamaican pumpkin, the la�er having a
nice thick flesh. My bu�ernut squash
turned out small but sweet when cooked.

Also growing green on my plot are a bed
of Romaine le�uce. I le� one plant from

An Organic Allotment
by Pete Delaney

summer crops to go to seed this autumn,
l then neglected to collect the seeds, but
as luck would have it several le�uce
sprang up where the seed had fallen. l
transplanted them into a freshly compost
fed bed and built a cold frame around
them to protect them from winter frosts.

This year l have had a good crop of
sprouts, l removed all of the lower leaves
to protect them from disease and pests. I
cut the leafy heads from the plants and
ate them in s�r fry. Sprouts, l either cook
up or slice them raw into salads.

Parsnips are looking healthy, tops
showing above the soil. I leave them un�l
the end of the month and eat the first as
a fes�ve treat on midwinters day.

Although my tomatoes finished last
month, l have to men�on the abundant
crop this year. Harves�ng from early July
un�l mid November. I stop watering near
the end to panic ripen them.

Of course at this �me of the year l
con�nue to add greenery and veggie
peelings to my compost heaps to make
feed, throwing in chicken and horse
muck to create a compost of mul�
nutrients with which to feed the plots
beds during the winter months.
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Rob Cole’s Gardening Tips

More Early Winter Berries and Fruits

Nicandra physalodes (left) is an annual, grown for its
prolific soft blue flowers emerging from almost black
calyces. When the flowers are over and the fruits begin to
swell the whole plant takes on a different and sinister look.
It sets copious seed and unless it is deadheaded ruthlessly
it can become a bit of a weed, but enjoy the colour for a
while.

Our best fruiting trees were both crab apples. The first
was a tree which we bought in memory of my Mum, who
died in 2004. As we arrived at Golls Nursery, near
Evesham, we could see a wonderful fruiting tree
overhanging the fence to the car park. We both said
"That's gorgeous" and headed off to see what it was. The
label read Malus x atrosanguinea 'Gorgeous' and we
knew it was destined to be ours.

The other is Malus 'Evereste' which we bought in 2017. It
grew well, and three years later when we left Meadow Farm,
we decided that it was a tree that would be suitable in our
new and much smaller garden in Salford Priors and was the
first thing we planted. The flowers are typical apple blossom
white and pink, and the fruit is a good red orange. And they
last well (right).

Just a few things to finish with now. Chaenomeles varieties reward us with fruits
regularly and reliably, and I have raised many seedlings from the 'apple pip' seeds
within. They look as good when they fall to the ground (left).

Magnolia is not a subject renowned for its fruiting prowess, but in some years
they do fruit quite noticeably, as in this Magnolia x loebneri 'Merrill' (left centre)
which I photographed in late October 2013. In the cruel winter of 2010/11 the fruit
of Viburnum opulus showed up splendidly amongst the hoar frosted branches
(right centre) and, whatever the weather, we found that the fruits were always the
last to be taken by the birds. And finally, the seedpods of Wisteria (right) last well
into the new year before falling and splitting to reveal the disc-like seeds inside.

So when deciding what to do to make your garden more interesting in the early
winter, remember to make more use of these fine and readily available plants.
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Stock and Bradley Gardening Club Report

CLUB MEETING – Wednesday 5th November 2025

Our mee�ng at the Village Hall on Wednesday 5th November was a talk en�tled ‘The
Late Summer Garden’ given by Jack Wilgoss. Jack and his wife Laura run Wildegoose
Nursery in Shropshire and Jack shared the secrets of achieving a colourful and
interes�ng garden during the months of September and October.

NEXT CLUB EVENT – Wednesday 3rd December 2025

Our next mee�ng at the Village Hall will be on Wednesday 3rd December and will start
with a short AGM, followed by a prac�cal display and talk about ‘Vintage Garden
Tools’ by John and Carole Ma�hews. If you have any examples, you are welcome to
bring them along for discussion.

The subject for the monthly compe��on is ‘Coloured Stems’.

Club mee�ngs are normally held on the first Wednesday of each month at the Village
Hall, Church Road, Bradley Green star�ng at 7.30pm, and are free to members for an
annual subscrip�on of £5.00 for 2025. Visitors are made very welcome and may
a�end for £3.00 per mee�ng.
If you require any further informa�on, ring Rob Cole (Chairman) on 07544 832052.
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Feckenham Cricket Club

Mercifully the weather
stayed dry for the annual
bonfire night presenta�on,
and considering spells of
rain for three or more days
bookended the evening the
stars must be shining down
on the club from
somewhere. A great night
was had by all in what was
a big success in an
adventurous format for the
club, meaning more
fireworks, less traders and
more in house op�ons
being on offer and a wider
variety of wares available. In par�cular the mulled cider was very popular, as were the
doughnuts and samosa’s. Many thanks to all that helped on the night and to Tom
Edwards for the use of the field for parking, and then opening another field when it got
too busy.

The club has recently installed Sky Sports in the clubhouse with a new large screen and
all football games will be shown Friday to Sunday, so feel free to pop in and see what
we’re doing with the old place as the close season gives us chance to take stock and
move forward.

Memberships are available for families or singles alike, and we’re always looking for new
players for next season.

Christmas wishes to one and all as we move into the fes�vi�es
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