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Hall making down Mill Lane.
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Ian Bellion – What’s On
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Many articles in Feckenham News
are contributed by members of the

public. They remain the
responsibility of the writers and
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publishers can be held responsible

for the views and assertions
contained therein.

www.feckenham.com

Tues 2nd 12.30am Lunch Club Village Hall,
Back Room

Wed 3rd 7.30pm Stock & Bradley
Gardening Club

Bradley
Village Hall

Tues 9th 7.30pm Feckenham Forest
History Society Village Hall

Wed 10th 10.30am
- noon

“Drop in” for
coffee and a chat

Parish Church

Thur 11th 7.30pm Feckenham WI
Rag Rug Making

Village Hall
Back Room

Sat 13th 2.30pm Feckenham
Flower Show

Village Hall

Sat/Sun
20th/21st

11am-
4pm

Explore Your
Church

Parish church

Wed 24th 10.30am
- noon

“Drop in” for
coffee and a chat

Parish Church

Thur 25th 7.30pm Village Shop
A.G.M.

Village Hall

Sat 27yh 7.30pm FeckenOdeon Village Hall

October
Wed 1st 8.30pm The future of our Rose & Crown

Ancient

Sat 18th Children’s Society
Coffee Morning

SEPTEMBER Diary

The many gardeners and allotment holders should find this
a pleasant way to support the village by entering the best

of their produce. Even picking berries from the footpath
hedgerows could win a salver.
Let's make this a bumper year for entries !
Note the schedule of classes printed in this month's• News
and have a go.
This show, with excellent teas in the back room of the village
hall, plus the auction of cakes, jams and vegetables, is the
result of hard work by the committee and volunteer help.
PLEASE SUPPORT THEIR WORK......thank you.

Feckenham Flower Show
Peter Horsley

mailto:whatson@feckenham.f9.co.uk
mailto:cefletcher44@gmail.com
mailto:ejw55@hotmail.co.uk
www.feckenham.com


4

Readers and Intercessors

Sunday 7th 11-00am Sung Eucharist
Trinity 12 Ezekiel 33 : vs. 7-11 Jane White

Romans 13 : vs. 8-end Carol Price
Intercessions Tony Mortimer

Sunday 14th 8-00am Holy Communion
Trinity 13 Galatians 3 : vs. 16-22 Antonia Pulsford

11-00am FAMILY SERVICE “Making Sense of the Tragedy of
World War 1”

Sunday 21st 6-30pm Evensong
Trinity 14 Jonah 3 : vs. 7-10, 4 : vs. 11 John Pulsford

Matthew 20 : vs. 1-16 David Street
Intercessions Carol Onions

Sunday 28th 11-00am Family Communion
Trinity 15 Philippians 2 : vs. 1-13 Patricia Collins

Intercessions Mark Wheatley

X Box Sunday School
Will be held in Church on Sunday 7th September. All children will be warmly welcomed.

Partners in Prayer
Ecumenical lay led service of prayer for the community, Wednesdays at 9.15am for 30 minutes

in the Parish church. All welcome.

Church Services
SEPTEMBER

PARISH CHURCH
of ST. JOHN
THE BAPTIST

Priest-in-Charge: Rev Wyn Beynon
Churchwarden: Ann Matthews 01527 892180 Church website: www.feckenhamchurch.org.uk
• • Email: info@feckenhamchurch.org.uk
Parish Office:  Telephone: 01905 778181 Email: bowbrookgroup1@gmail.com
Open Tues., Wed. & Thurs. 10am-1pm & 2-5pm: Mon. & Fri. Closed
at - The Bowbrook Group, The Parish Centre, St Andrew’s Street, DROITWICH, WR9 8DY

Mass is celebrated every Sunday at 10.15am in the Church
Fr. Anthony Rohan, The Presbytery, Redditch. Tel. 01527 63096
Local contact—Phyllis Mott, Feckenham. Tel. 01527 893898

Feckenham Roman Catholic Church
St John Fisher & St. Thomas More

mailto:www.feckenhamchurch.org.uk
mailto: info@feckenhamchurch.org.uk
mailto: info@feckenhamchurch.org.uk
mailto:bowbrookgroup1@gmail.com
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Newshound

New baby:
Kirsty and Greg Anthony, of High Street
Feckenham,• are delighted with the arrival of
their first child Rory James Peter on 16th• of
June. Rory was born at the Alexandra hospital
and weighed 9lbs 6oz. Now aged 8 weeks he is
making excellent progress and tips the scales at
13lbs! Kirsty tells me is wearing clothes for 3-6
month olds and seems to take after his paternal
grandfather who is well over 6 feet tall. Do we
have a potential rugby player here I wonder?

New grandchild:
Congratulations to Mike and Lucy Case on the
birth of their daughter Sophie Hanora.• Sophie
was born on June 18th and is a little sister for
George and Billy and a grand daughter for Tave
and Chris Bristow who live at The Byre,
Coupass Cottages.

Baptism:
On 27th July, Ava May, the first child of
Charlotte and Paul Styler, was christened at the
Parish church of St John the Baptist in
Feckenham. After the service celebrations
continued at the family farm on Moors Lane. It
was a lovely sunny day and the family would like
to thank all who came to help make the day so
special. They would particularly like to thank
and congratulate Rev Gary Crellin who was
recently ordained deacon; the baptism of Ava
May was his first ever ceremony!

Welcome:
We extend a warm welcome to Toby and
Louise Denne and their sons Oliver and Angus
who moved into The Old Vicarage on 21st July.
The family have moved here from Oxford as
Toby works for a company in Bromsgrove.
Louise tells me that they researched the area
quite thoroughly before deciding to choose
Feckenham, and this included reading
Feckenham news on line!
Although they know they will miss Oxford,
where they lived for many years, they look

forward to getting to know the village and to
take part in events when possible. Louise
works with children who have learning
disabilities and is also embarking on a PhD.
Oliver is completing his degree and Angus is
waiting for A level results hoping to get into
the university of his choice.
We wish them all many happy years in
Feckenham.

Anyone who’s interested in finding out more
about how we preserve and make the most

of Feckenham’s Scheduled Ancient Monument
(which English Heritage view as being ‘at risk’) is
invited to a meeting at the Rose and Crown on
Wednesday 1St October at 8.30pm.

Feckenham’s
Ancient Monument

Jen Clements
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Sat/Sun 20th/21st September
11am - 4pm - Teas on Saturday Afternoon
The annual Festival of Churches
(www.festivalofchurches.co.uk) is taking place
in the the Counties of Herefordshire,
Shropshire and Worcestershire to celebrate
the important role that churches play in the life
and heart of our communities. Held on the
weekends of the 13/14 and 20/21 September
the Festival coincides with the national Heritage
Open Days (www.heritageopendays.org.uk).

The Church of St John the Baptist is
joining this festival on the weekend of 20/21
September when the church will be open with
displays which will include:-

Evidence of possible Celtic origins.

The History of the building.

John de Feckenham, the Last Abbott of
Westminster.

Recent archaeological finds in the
churchyard.

The Fallen of the First World War.

The Life of the Church.

Wildlife in the churchyard.

Please come along and see what we have on
show - teas will be served on the Saturday
afternoon,

Explore Your
Church  Ian Hunter

12th Annual Orchestral Concert

by Inkberrow Sinfonia
with guest Conductor Richard Laing
on Saturday, 20th September 2014

at 7.30pm
featuring guest soloist Robert Plane
in Weber’s Clarinet Concerto No 2;

the concert also includes•the Overture
Prometheus by Beethoven, Symphony
No 40 by Mozart and ‘Banks of Green
Willow’ by Butterworth
(in aid of Chernobyl Children’s Project &

church building restoration).
Venue: St Peter’s Church, Inkberrow.
Tickets £10 available from
Jenny Powis (Tel: 01386 792909) or
Inkberrow•Post Office.• Under 16s free.

Small
Ads.

Do you have a garage that needs the love of a
car?  WANTED:•A•garage in Feckenham to
park my car in. Will need access 24x7 although
most late nights I am likely to be fast asleep – not
in the car, that is. If you do have a garage to
rent please let me know. Thank you. Q•Cary•–
28 High Street, 893055 or quintus@gqbd.co.uk

www.heritageopendays.org.uk
mailto:quintus@gqbd.co.uk
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2014 APPEAL
THE POWER OF A SIMPLE GIFT

Thank you, for your involvement in Operation
Christmas Child in 2013. Globally we sent
almost 10 million shoeboxes to children living
in some of the toughest parts of the world,
showing them that we do care about them and
they have not been forgotten.

This is Feckenhams 17th year and I am asking
once again for your support.

It is so terribly sad that there are so many
needy children in our world today, and even
though ‘Operation Christmas Child’, reaches
out to 10 million of these poor children, there
are still millions more in need of our help. So
please get a shoebox, wrap it in Christmas
paper and fill with lots of goodies. The items
need not be expensive just imaginative. Some
things that are certain to thrill are balls,
skipping ropes, stationary, musical instruments,
little dolls, toy vehicles ( I have just read about
a child that was delighted with a pair of
sunglasses) must not forget the cuddly toy,
sweets and nice warm hat.

Make a difference to the life of a child in need
by taking part in the world’s largest Christmas
shoebox appeal, Operation Christmas Child.

Leaflets with all the information you will need
and knitting patterns are available in Church. If
you would like to help in other ways, any small
gifts that will fit inside a box will be gratefully
received. As ever your knitted items are always
desperately needed. There is a box in Church
for your kind donations.

Please have your boxes ready and take them to
Church by Monday 10th November.

Our stall at this years Wake raised £194 so we
have made a really good start, this money goes
towards transportation costs.

THANK YOU ONCE AGAIN FOR MAKING
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD POSSIBLE.

Operation Christmas
Child Lin Preece

For more information please ring Lin Preece
893166 or visit website were you will find lots
of information, resources and printable
activities for children, it’s really worth a visit !

Village Shop
Jeff Matthews

The news for the shop in September is the
AGM, which is to take place on Thursday,
25th September at 7:30pm in the village
hall. As was planned, a number of Directors
are standing down this year, having done 5 years
since the shop was opened – some even more
having been involved with the early plans for
establishing it, in the first place. Walter
Richards, Michael Mott and Jeff Matthews are
creating space for some new blood to join the
Board. If you would like to get involved with
overseeing the governance of the shop, then
Chair John Eaton would like to hear from you.
Feckenham Community Shop Association Ltd is
set up as a Social Enterprise, which has a
number of features that make it run like a classic
business, but without the driving imperative of
creating profit for shareholders. It needs to
make money, but it also measures its success in
other ways. The Board are there to oversee the
governance of the shop – the shop committee
actually looks after the day to day management.
John can be reached on 894272 or call in at the
shop to find out more.

Margaret Green, wife of our previous Vicar John
Green, has been busy knitting some beautiful
toys that are now for sale in the shop. Various
creatures are featured, including ever popular
Dinosaurs. All the proceeds from the sale go to
the Mission Morogoro charity that is supporting
our link with that part of Tanzania and the
Maternity Unit there. You had better be quick
though, I saw two sold when I was in the shop
for 15 minutes!

And finally, on the new food lines front, Mister
Dave's frozen curry meals have been added.
Stuck for something for tea? Why not come and
see what you can rustle up from our freezer
cabinet. This latest in quality meals should add a
little spice to your life, with a range of curry
options.
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Thought for the
month Wyn Beynon

Dear Friends,

Why are we so often uncomfortable with
those who are different to us?

When I was in my late teens I discovered that I
had a disabled cousin. They had been kept at
home and never brought to family gatherings
because, I was told, it was better. But better
for whom? Not my cousin, for sure, but for
everyone else not be made uncomfortable! It
still makes me angry to think of this.

When I was a student I worked one holiday as
a nursing assistant on a ward full of mentally
disabled children. It was harrowing stuff as
some of them were almost incapable of any
kind of communication. But there were also
some young men there with Downs Syndrome.
They were beautiful, lovely people, friendly and
smiling, intelligent and helpful. But they were
left there, the staff told me, because their
parents didn't want them at home although
they looked after themselves, indeed could
have been employed and earning money. But
they didn’t fit the cultural standard of
“normal”.

It’s time, as I start my third year in post, to “up
the ante” a bit and ask an indelicate question.
Are you comfortable with difference?

The answer to that question might depend on
your age. But it might not. I know folk who
are in their 70s and 80s who are far more open
minded and tolerant than those in their 20s!

The Church is moving through another crisis.
The Church is always in some crisis, otherwise
it wouldn’t be the Church!! This crisis is of
accepting or denying difference. How do you
react to difference in gender, sexuality,
disability, wealth, intelligence, dress sense,
marital status or physical wholeness?

My favourite picture of the Church is Adullam’s
Cave, in the Old Testament, where David
(before he is King David) is a Robin Hood-like
rebel and outlaw who gathers together all the

drop-outs, misfits, discontents and dodgy
characters and gives them hope. How unlike the
Church of England often more concerned with
marketing itself as a brand and getting good
media coverage, and too often alienating those
who are “different”. May our parishes tell a
different story!

best wishes,

Wyn
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PLANNING FOR FECKENHAM’S FUTURE
There’s nothing that gets Feckenham folk more
hot under the collar than planning. People get
worried when planning notices appear and
annoyed when their applications are turned down.
The Government has recently given communities
like ours the chance to formulate their own
planning policies - to say where any new building
should and should not be and to influence the
type of building permitted. The way this is done is
through a Neighbourhood Development Plan
(NDP).
The Parish Council has decided that it is
appropriate for Feckenham to have its own NDP
and the wheels have been set in motion. A
Working Party has been formed and application
has been made to Redditch Borough Council for
Neighbourhood Area Designation.
The next step will involve consulting YOU. Every
registered voter, business, community
organisation, etc will be asked for their opinion on
the way they think the village should develop. This
should happen during the Autumn. Armed with
the information the consultation provides, the
Working Party and the Parish Council will devise
a Plan and this will be submitted for approval by
the Borough and by an independent inspector -
and then it comes back to YOU for final approval
(or not) in a Parish Referendum.
The aim is to provide a Feckenham Plan which
must be referred to before any planning decisions
are made. It’s worth pointing out at this stage that
all the existing planning legislation, Redditch local
plans, green belt rules and Conservation Area
rules will still apply and the NDP cannot change
these.
Neither the Parish Council or the Working Party
will do anything to influence the outcome of the
consultations - they will merely ensure that
everyone has a chance to contribute and that the
necessary steps are taken to complete the
process. There’ll be more information soon but in
the meantime if you have any questions about the
NDP you can contact the Chair of the Working
Party, Alan Jones, on 893463 or Marion Chute
(Secretary) on 892285.

Neighbourhood
Development Plan

Alan Jones
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The FeckenOdeon
Cinema Society

JOIN US FOR THE SEASON...
The FeckenOdeon Cinema Society’s main
programme for 2014-15:
27th September: The Grand Budapest Hotel
25th October: Double Indemnity
29th November: Philomena
27th December: Those Magnificent Men in

Their Flying Machines
31st January: Saving Mr Banks
31st January (Matinee): Mary Poppins
28th February: The Big Country
28th March: Laughter in Paradise
25th April: The Invisible Woman
Membership for all of these shows costs just
£30. This includes a seat at all of the above
shows as well as reduced prices in FeckenOdeon
2.

For full details pick up a leaflet at the Shop, the
Rose & Crown or the Village Hall - or visit us at

www.feckenodeon.co.uk

CHECK IN TO THE GRAND HOTEL
The FeckenOdeon’s 14th season get’s off to a
cracking start with a fast and furious comedy
adventure set in a very grand hotel full of
somewhat eccentric guests.... and the staff are a
bit strange too. The curtain goes up on The
Grand Budapest Hotel at 7.30pm on
Saturday, 27th September.
The film relates the adventures of legendary
concierge Gustave H. and Zero Moustafa, the
lobby boy who becomes his most trusted friend.
The story, set between the Wars, involves the
theft and recovery of a priceless Renaissance
painting and the battle for an enormous family
fortune -- all against the back-drop of a suddenly
and dramatically changing Continent. The plot is
as complicated as the setting is grandiose - both
being like a multi-tiered wedding cake iced with
fantastic and comedic invention. Ralph Fiennes is
hilarious as the wayward concierge and
writer/director Wes Anderson has produced a
film guaranteed to delight even the stoniest of
hearts.
Tickets are on sale at The Village Shop and The Rose
& Crown. You can book by phone (through
TicketSource) on 0333 666 3366 or online at
www.feckenodeon.co.uk

ONE GIANT LEAP...
If your copy of Feckenham News arrives early,
you still have a chance to catch Gravity on
Saturday, 30th August at 7.30pm

CURRYING FAVOUR...
Just booked: The first show of the Autumn in
FeckenOdeon 2 will be The Lunchbox
showing on Friday, 10th October at 8pm.
This is a delightful tales of love and lunch in
Bombay and stars Irrfan Kahn - the older Pi in
“Life of Pi”.

www.feckenodeon.co.uk
www.feckenodeon.co.uk
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A WEDDING INVITATION
Dust off your best clobber. You’re invited to a
wedding on October 26th. In Kali Theatre’s
“My Big Fat Cowpat Wedding” a young
chap from the country is marrying a city lady...
and when their families meet there are bound to
be sparks! The Hall will be decorated, the
champagne will flow and you can all have your
pictures taken with the happy couple.
This is the first of 4 Shindig shows coming to
Feckenham between now and May 2015. The
others are:
December 7th: Bowjangles in “On the Box”
January 25th: Northumberland Theatre in
“Rumplestiltskin”
May 10th: Buffalo Gals’ “Stampede”.
Tickets for all 4 shows are now on sale at The Village
Shop and The Rose & Crown, by phone on 0833
666 3366
or online at www.ticketsource.co.uk/feckenham
Tickets cost £10 (Children £7 for Rumplestiltskin) -
but you can save by buying a SEASON TICKET to
see all of the shows for just £35.

SPRUCED AND TILED
On Saturday, 16th August a merry band of
volunteers gathered to redecorate the Hall. It
now looks bright and clean - ready to face
another year. Many thanks to everyone who
willingly wielded a paintbrush.
During a rare lull in the Hall’s activities, Malcolm
Hawkes and Alex Flanagan have been hard at
work re-tiling the foyer. All should be complete
by the time you read this.

CROWS BEWARE.
It’s official - they are coming back! October
18th & 19th are the dates for this year’s
SCARECROW WEEKEND.
If you’re new to Feckenham (or have a short
memory) you won’t know that this is the
weekend when villagers show off their creativity
by making the most strange, peculiar and
downright outrageous scarecrows - and put
them on display throughout the village. There’s a
prize for the best scarecrow - but the organisers
neatly sidestep all responsibility for the outcome
of the competition by inviting the public to vote
for the exhibit they most liked. Visitors and
locals can follow The Scarecrow Trail on both
days from 11.30am. The Trail starts on The
Square where free maps can be had. There’ll be
teas, cakes and games for the kids also on The
Square.
Unlike similar events in the area, this is entirely
FREE! It’s not in aid of anything - simply a bit of
fun before the winter closes in on us.

GET STUFFING
This really is a case of - over to you folks! The
event depends entirely upon your creativity. In
past years we’ve had over 50 scarecrows and
we’d love it if we could beat that this year.
There’s no theme - other than “Scarecrows” -
and you can make your scary thing out of
anything you like - but it must be visible from the
street. If you live outside the central village
(beyond the Feckenham signs) you can take part
by putting your scarecrow on The Square.
There’s an entry form below. GOOD LUCK!

Feckenham

ENTERTAINMENTS
Committee

Village Hall
Ian Bellion

www.ticketsource.co.uk/feckenham
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VEGETABLES

1 RUNNER BEANS (6 pods)
2 FRENCH BEANS (6 pods)
3 BEET (long or globe) (3)
4 CABBAGE (white) (1)
5 CARROTS (short/intermediate,

trimmed) (4)
6 CUCUMBER (indoor or outdoor) (1)
7 TOMATOES (5)
8 ONIONS (heaviest combined wt) (4)
9 ONIONS (dressed) (4)
10 PARSNIPS (trimmed) (3)
11 LETTUCE (2)
12 MARROW (2)
13 MARROW (heaviest) (1)
14 COURGETTES (3)
15 POTATOES (5)
16 PUMPKIN (best) (1)
17 SHALLOTS (9)
18 LEEKS (trimmed) (4)
19 SWEETCORN (2)
20 VEGETABLES (best display of any 4 types)

FRUIT

21 PLUMS (5)
22 DAMSONS (10)
23 RASPBERRIES (15)
24 APPLES (culinary) (5)
25 APPLES (dessert) (5)
26 PEARS (5)
27 BLACKBERRIES (15)
28 A VARIETY OF WILD FRUIT (on a 7" plate)
29 UNUSUAL FRUIT or VEGETABLE (any No.)
30 OTHER FRUITS or VEGETABLES (any No.)

FLOWERS

31 CHRYSANTHEMUMS (3)
32 DAHLIAS (Cactus, any size) (3)
33 DAHLIAS (Decorative fully double) (3)
34 DAHLIAS (other than Class 32/33) (3)
35 ROSE (1)
36 ROSES (1 of each of 3 varieties) (3)
37 ASTERS (3)
38 SWEET PEAS (6)
39 GLADIOLI (any colour) (3 spikes)
40 PINKS (6)
41 CARNATIONS (6)
42 PANSIES (growing in a pot) (1 pot)

43 GERANIUMS (growing in a pot) (1 pot)
44 FLOWERS (any other single variety) (3)

MISCELLANEOUS FLOWER CLASSES

45 POSY (ready for presentation) (1)
46 BUTTONHOLE (spray) (1)
47 POT PLANT (in flower) (1)
48 POT PLANT (foliage effect, no flower)(1)
49 POT PLANT (cactus or succulent) (1)
50 ARRANGEMENT OF FLOWERS

(in any container) (1)
51 ARRANGEMENT OF FRUIT AND

FOLIAGE (in any container) (1)
52 ARRANGEMENT OF EXOTIC

FLOWERS (in any container) (1)
53 ARRANGEMENT OF WILD

AUTUMN BERRIES (1)
54 HERBS (display of 6 varieties, labelled)(1)
55 ARRANGEMENT (1 fruit or vegetable,

and 1 flower) (1)

DOMESTIC CLASSES

56 JAM (soft fruit) (1 jar)
57 JAM (stoned fruit) (1 jar)
58 JELLY PRESERVE (1 jar)
59 MARMALADE (1 jar)
60 LEMON CURD (1 jar)
61 PICKLES (any variety) (1 jar)
62 CHUTNEY (any variety) (1 jar)
63 DIP (any type) (1 jar)
64 FRUIT CAKE (rich) (1)
65 FRUIT CAKE (plain) (1)
66 MADEIRA CAKE (1)
67 VICTORIA SPONGE (1)
68 DECORATED CAKE (1)
69 SMALL CAKES (6)
70 SMALL TARTS (6)
71 FRUIT PIE (min. 7"/178mm diameter) (1)
72 PIZZA (1)
73 SCONES (fruit) (6)
74 SCONES (plain) (6)
75 Home made BREAD (fancy loaf) (1)
76 Home made BREAD (machine made) (1)
77 Home made COUNTRY WINE (red) (1 bottle)
78 Home made COUNTRY WINE (rose) (1 bottle)
79 Home made COUNTRY WINE (white) (1 bottle)
80 Home made BEER (1 bottle)
81 EGGS (white) (6)
82 EGGS (brown) (6)

Feckenham Flower Show - list of classes

September 13th
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RULES FOR THE FLOWER SHOW
1 All exhibits shall be either grown or produced by the exhibitor only.
2 All exhibits to be exactly as stated in the Schedule and to be staged between 10.00am and 12 noon.
3 No persons other than the officials will be allowed in the Hall during judging.
4 The Judges' decision shall be final, and they reserve the right to withhold any prize where there are no

exhibits of sufficient merit.
5 All exhibits shall bear an exhibitors number.
6 All exhibits (except those in Classes 42, 43, 47-55, and 83-103) will be sold by auction.
7 All exhibits in classes 47, 48, and 49 must have been in the possession of the exhibitor for a minimum of six

months.

CASH PRIZES - Children’s Classes only
First (3 points) £1: Second (2 points) 50p: Third (1 point) 20p.

TROPHIES
There are lots of trophies to be won, some open to all, and some restricted to villagers and children attending the
schools.
The Committee wishes to thank exhibitors, and all who in any way contribute to the success of the show.

CHILDREN'S CLASSES

83 BUTTONHOLE (under 5 years) (1 flower)
84 BUTTONHOLE (5 to under 7 years) (1 flower)
85 BUTTONHOLE (7 to under 10 years)(1 flower)
86 BUTTONHOLE (10 to 16 years) (1 flower)
87 MINIATURE GARDEN (under 5 years)
88 MINIATURE GARDEN (5 to under 7 years)
89 MINIATURE GARDEN (7 to under 10 years)
90 MINIATURE GARDEN (10 to 16 years)
91 FLOAT GARDEN (under 5 years)
92 FLOAT GARDEN (5 to under 7 years)
93 FLOAT GARDEN (7 to under 10 years)
94 FLOAT GARDEN (10 to 16 years)
95 HUMOROUS VEGETABLE ARRANGEMENT

(under 5 years)
96 HUMOROUS VEGETABLE ARRANGEMENT

(5 to under 7 years)
97 HUMOROUS VEGETABLE ARRANGEMENT

(7 to under 10 years)
98 HUMOROUS VEGETABLE ARRANGEMENT

(10 to 16 years)

99 SMALL CAKES OR TARTS (under 5 years)
100 SMALL CAKES OR TARTS (5 to under 7 years)
101 SMALL CAKES OR TARTS (7 to under 10 years)
102 SMALL CAKES OR TARTS (10 to 16 years)
103 PAINTING, DRAWING or CRAFT ***

(under 5 years)
104 PAINTING, DRAWING or CRAFT ***

(5 to under 7 years)
105 PAINTING, DRAWING or CRAFT ***

(7 to under 10 years)
106 PAINTING, DRAWING or CRAFT ***

(10 to 16 years)
*** all on the theme 'The Four Seasons'
107 6 MOUNTED and NAMED TREE LEAVES

on an A4 size sheet (under 5 years)
108 6 MOUNTED and NAMED TREE LEAVES

on an A4 size sheet (5 to under 7 years)
109 6 MOUNTED and NAMED TREE LEAVES

on an A4 size sheet (7 to under 10 years)
110 6 MOUNTED and NAMED TREE LEAVES

on an A4 size sheet (10 to 16 years)

FECKENHAM FLOWER SHOW - Saturday 13th September 2014

The Autumn Flower Show will be held in the Village Hall on Saturday 13th September 2014, and
staging of exhibits will be between 10.00am and 12 noon. Judging will then take place behind
closed doors, and after calculating the results the Show will open at 2.30pm, for visitors to admire
the exhibits.

A full Schedule of Classes is included in this issue of Feckenham News, along with more details of
the Show. Making entries to the Show is very easy, and there are plenty of helpers available to
advise first-time exhibitors. The more exhibits there are, the more interesting the Show, and
whilst not everyone can be a winner, all of the exhibitors enjoy taking part in this traditional
village event.

Teas will be available during the afternoon, and there will be an auction of exhibits towards the
end of the Show.



16

CELTIC CASCADE
This year’s “Fun on The Square” event was
going to be so simple. “Celtic Capers” - just
some Celtic dancers, a band, some games for
the kids and lots of food and drink for the
adults. An ideal outdoor evening for mid-July...
or so we thought! At 11am on the morning of
19th July the heavens opened and a deluge of
Biblical proportions trapped the organisers
under a solitary gazebo in the centre of The
Square. As the downpour showed no sign of
easing and further “showers” were predicted
for the rest of the day, the decision was made
to relocate the event to the Village Hall. The
evening actually turned out to be clear and calm
but the ground on The Square remained
waterlogged - which would have been
dangerous for the dancers and lethal when it
came to electrical equipment.

RAPID RESPONSE TEAM
Feckenham’s band of occasional volunteers
materialised and the large sprawling event was
shoehorned into the smaller indoor venue. Phil
and Henry Talbot rapidly delivered hastily
produced flyers to the entire village so that
people knew that the event was still happening.
Defying the organisers’ worst fears, people
came in droves, the Hall was full to bursting,
vast amounts of Irish Stew and other culinary
delights were served - and the bar sold out of
beer. The McCarthy-Felton Irish Dancers and
the Inkberrow Scottish Traditional Dancers
gave impressive displays and The Rhythm
Pirates and their caller soon had people on
their feet. In the Back Room traditional games
of Irish Rings and Heft a Haggis did a roaring
trade. Raffle tickets went like hot pancakes and
hot pancakes went like raffle tickets.
The sum of £670 was raised for the upkeep of
The Square - a smaller amount than at previous
events, but under the circumstances it’s a very
good result. The Committee would like to
thank all those (too numerous to mention
individually) who helped turn a potential
disaster into a highly enjoyable evening.

Square Management
Committee Ian Bellion

SEPTEMBER SNAPPED
It’s time to find this year’s Feckenham
Photographer of the Year. Contestants are
asked to rush out NOW and take a picture. The
subject is “Feckenham in September” so we
need pictures of things going on, people doing
things or just the way our village looks at this
time of year - let your imagination run riot! get
snapping - there’s loads happening and you only
have to look around you to find it. Harvesting
(see our cover picture), gardening, barbecuing -
you just have to make a picture of what you see.

EASY TO ENTER
All you have to do is print your photograph on
A4 size photo paper, pick up and fill in an entry
form (from the Village Shop, The Rose & Crown
or the Village Hall) and deliver your entry to The
Village Shop. Entry is free and you can submit as
many pictures as you like. Closing date is 12th
September - pictures will be displayed and judged
by a professional photographer at Feckenham
Flower Show at the Village Hall on 13th
September and the prize giving will happen during
the Show.

FOCUS ON
FECKENHAM Ian Bellion

September Crop

SOLAR BONUS
Feckenham Village Hall is reaping the benefits of
installing solar panels on its roof. The Hall’s
energy bills are much reduced and the building is
doing its bit to reduce pollution. The panels were
installed under a special scheme from
Cummunity First and operated by Caplor Energy.
Caplor is now offering to make further donations
to the Hall’s funds when villagers install panels on
their own homes. If you mention Feckenham
Village Hall when you first contact Caplor £150
will be donated. Call 01432 860644 for full details.
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Rous Lench & Inkberrow
Royal British Legion inc.
Feckenham Roger Hunt

Sunday 7th September - DSAE COSFORD
Area Battle of Britain Parade & Service.
Dudleys Coach leaving 8am from Radford, with
local pick-up points, £10. Contact Roger Hunt
01527 853116.

Feckenham W.I.
Jane White

Our September meeting is on Thursday
11th September, when shall be having a
“Hands on Rag Rugging” evening with
Samantha Charnock. Her sessions have been
very much enjoyed by other W.I.s locally so we
are looking forward to learning a new craft. Do
come and join us, 7.30pm in the Village Hall
Back Room. Visitors welcome £3.50.

The next Club meeting - Wednesday
3rd September 2014 is a talk by Helen
Picton entitled 'It's Not Time for Bed Yet'.
Helen helps to run the family nursery at
Colwall, which specialises in Asters, and her
talk is about late summer and autumn colour
in the garden. Helen recently married Ross
Barbour who was the Head Gardener at
Ragley Hall and who came to talk to us last
year.

The theme for the monthly competition is
'Yellow'. To take part, just bring along an
exhibit for judging by the speaker. Every entry
will win a point, and 1st, 2nd, and 3rd will be
awarded additional points. The member with
the most number of points in the year will be
awarded a prize of a year's subscription to
the Gardening Club, at the forthcoming
AGM.

Club meetings are held on the first Wednesday of
each month at the Village Hall, Church Road,
Bradley Green starting at 7.30pm, and are free to
members for an annual subscription of £10.00.
Visitors are made very welcome and may attend for

Stock & Bradley
Gardening Club

Rob Cole

Petition
Back in May’s edition I promised I would do

a petition to try and persuade
Worcestershire County Council to include us
in their plans for roll-out of fibre-optic
Superfast Broadband. I’m very pleased to say
my fiancé’s been round every single house in
the village over the past couple of months and
gathered 216 signatures, which is 2/3 the entire
population of the village, so thank you to
everyone who took the time to sign up. Also,
many thanks to the 20+ people who signed the
online petition.
We’ve now sent the completed petition to
Clare Marchant, the CEO of WCC; to Philip
Gretton, our local county councillor; to the
Parish Council; to Karen Lumley, our local MP;
to Ed Vaizey, Minister for Culture, Media and
Sport; and to Bromsgrove MP and Secretary of
State for Culture, Media and Sport, Sajid Javid.
We’ve had a letter of support back from Karen
Lumley and Councillor Gretton will also
formally present our petition to the County
Council shortly, in order to lend his and the
Parish council’s support to it.
I can’t promise that all of this will definitely get
us included in the plans, and if it does, how
long it will take to get us connected, but I
would rather we try and fail than not try at all.
I’ll be in touch when I hear back from the
County Council.

Superfast Broadband
Q Cary
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