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Photo: From Chloe
Holmes. Oscar Holmes
and Leon Peate having
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Regular Sessions

Mondays Junior Dance Class
Tuesdays Tai Chi
Wednesdays Playgroup (term �me)
Thursdays Bridge; Hatha Yoga

Second Monday of the month: Mobile Library
First Tuesday of the month:
Lunch Club, Feckenham Sessions
First and Third Wednesday: Community Choir
Second Wednesday Art Club
Third Monday of the month: WI
1st and 3rd Fridays : Erstwhile Morris Dancers

September

3rd S&B Gardening Club
10th Readers group
15th WI
18th PC Mee�ng
25th Shop Macmillan Coffee Morning

Shop AGM
27th FeckenOdeon

October

5th Harvest Lunch
10th FeckenOdeon 2
11th Concert in the Church
17th Oompah Band
18th Village Hall Theatre Show
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Editor’s Note
I have a few of thank
yous to make. Firstly
to Doug Cur�s who
has re�red a�er
delivering one of the
magazine rounds for
around 15 years. We
owe him a huge debt
of gra�tude. Those
who deliver the magazine month in and
month out quietly without fuss really do
a sterling job.

Fun on the Square is men�oned
elsewhere in the magazine but I also
think we need to thank the commi�eee
and their helpers who made the lovely
evening possible. It really was fun!

Finally, despite the lack of rain for such a
prolonged period, the village is s�ll

Volunteers from Down Under
A message from Jan Holmes

I thought this would make you smile. I
roped my NZ granddaughter and her
friend into delivering the mags, they
were intrigued and loved it. A long way
to travel every month though!

looking very colourful. There are many
villagers who are regularly tending the
plants and watering them. It really makes
a difference to one’s mood, doesn’t it?
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I should like to start
by thanking the
person who found
Harry, our dog ,at the
cricket club on
Saturday 5th July.
They rang the dog
warden as they
presumed this was
the best course of
ac�on.Unfortunately
his brass name tag had recently worn
through and fallen off. He’s very old at 14
and can’t usually be persuaded to leave
the garden so we hadn’t replaced it.
We are describing what then followed to
make all aware of the dog warden/pound
procedure, especially at weekends.
Once a dog is taken by the dog warden
there is no access to the pound un�l the
following day or Monday a�er 9 am if it’s
the weekend. Even though Harry has
diabetes and needs twice daily injec�ons
and has never been away from home
they were totally intransigent, not le�ng
us collect him. The loca�on of the pound
is not made available and no contact can
be made with the dogs ‘carers’. On
Monday a�er paying a he�y bill (mostly
to cover emergency vet call outs) we
were told to meet outside Malvern police
sta�on to collect him. When poor Harry
was released from his prison cell he was
in a sorry state having obviously laid in his
own urine. The whole episode was
extremely upse�ng and to my mind
unnecessary and avoidable. If the dog
wardens had a mobile chip scanner in the
call out van then dogs would not need to
be taken to the pound - that seems
obvious.
It is a legal obliga�on for a dog to be
chipped AND wear a name tag, so we
were in the wrong, but the whole episode
was heavy handed and lacking in reason
and understanding.
Please make sure your dog has a name
tag and is chipped, Liz Teisen

A Gentle Reminder

Don’t forget that there are two village
chari�es who will make grants to young
people under 25 for their educa�on or

training or to organisa�ons.

Applica�ons should be in by 30th
September

Please see the next page
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CHURCH SERVICES

FECKENHAM ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
St John Fisher & Thomas More

Mass will not be held at St John Fisher and Thomas More un�l further no�ce.

Mount Carmel 6 pm Sunday Mass is now the Live Streamed Mass.
Link: www.eventcast.uk/live (Type the link into the browser)

Local contact: Phylis Mo�, Feckenham. Tel 893898

PARISH CHURCH of ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST

Services for September 2025

Vicar: Fr Glenn Reading 01527 894436
vicar@feckenhamchurch.org.uk

Church Warden: Vacant
For Weddings, Bap�sms & Funerals please

contact Fr Glenn
Website: www.feckenhamchurch.org.uk

Drop in (in church)

Wednesday at 10.30am - 12.00pm
13th August and 27th August

All are welcome (coffee and cake)

7th September 10.30am Eucharist Rev Fiona Carter

14th September 10.30am Family Service Rev Fiona Carter

21st September 6.30pm Evensong Fr Glenn Reading

28th September 10.30am Eucharist Fr Glenn Reading
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In Loving Memory of Fr Anthony Joseph
Rohan
14th March 1950 – 19th July 2025
Father Tony died on Saturday 19 July a�er
a long illness.
He was ordained to the priesthood on 3rd

January 1976 and came to Mount Carmel
as a curate in 1977 un�l 1981 returning in
2013 as Parish Priest.
A kind and caring priest, always there if
you needed him; we were blessed to
have him as our parish priest.

T4U Christmas Shoe Box Appeal

It’s almost �me to start thinking
about what to put in our boxes.
This year’s Christmas Shoebox
appeal is about to begin!

As many of you know our Shoebox Gi�s
will be distributed to some of the most
disadvantaged children in Eastern Europe,
to orphanages, hospitals, schools,
families in need and the homeless
throughout Ukraine, Romania , Moldova ,
Georgia, Bosnia, Belarus.

If you are new to the
‘Christmas Shoebox
Appeal’, please consider
giving a Christmas Shoebox
Gi� to a child in need this
year. Hand knits are always
welcome too, Do please
personalise your box by
adding a photo of yourself
and a Christmas card as the children
really treasure them, and if you don’t feel
able to make up a box there is a basket in
church for dona�ons for the boxes.

Please pop into church and pick up a
leaflet with all the informa�on you will
need to get you started , find an empty
shoebox wrap it in some fes�ve paper
and you are away. Or if you prefer pick up
a flat pack box from church. Leaflets and
boxes will also be available from the
passageway of Kopper Co�age Droitwich
Road.

Please take you boxes to church before
Tuesday 25th November
For more informa�on and ideas you may
wish to take a look at the T4U website

Thank you, in an�cipa�on
Lin

YOUR BOXES REALLY DO CHANGE LIVES
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I’m sure everyone in the village is aware
of the FABSSS.co.uk website and over the
past month there have been some
significant developments in terms of
proposed Ba�ery sites around the sub-
sta�on on Astwood Lane and Alcester
Road.

Three developers have given up and gone
away and two new ones along with the
Explosive guys at “BOOM Energy” are s�ll
in the mix. It’s a bit like a game of “bash
the rat” – You just never know when the
next one is coming.

Two new players have emerged wan�ng
to get large ba�ery storage units in and
around Feckenham. The first Grenergy
which is just 100m from Shurnock Court
and the newest one is a company called
Energy Cog who have secured land
opposite the substa�on on the opposite
side of Astwood Lane. This development
is just 250m from Feckenham Primary
School. Quite shocking that they are even
considering this site so close to a school.

These companies are supposed to have
community consulta�ons with the village
and the latest one did so, but only on-
line.

Our FABSSS Team were online also to put
ques�ons to their rather shabby

presenta�on and these guys didn’t
disappoint. They avoided ques�ons,
blocked and modified others and gave
some very spurious answers. We
genuinely believe that they have never
been to the village other than to do the
deal with the landowner. This was simply
a �ck box exercise for them that’s all to
prove they have done a “consulta�on”.

If you scan the QR code below with your
phones camera, it will take you to our
latest full blog post which give much
more informa�on and you can even see
the videos they put on-line. Give it a
watch, it shows you what we are up
against to protect our village.

Remember 92% of Feckenham residents
oppose these schemes and that’s why we
are figh�ng hard on your behalf.

More informa�on is
also available on our
website
www.FABSSS.co.uk in
the blog sec�on.

QR Code

BREAKING NEWS:- There is a new
planning applica�on in from Boom
Energy whom you may remember from
the consulta�on in the Village Hall?

25/00888/FUL

Installa�on of Ba�ery Energy Storage
System (BESS) including access tracks and
service roads, underground cable route,
on-site substa�on, other ancillary
electrical infrastructure, security fencing
and CCTV, on-site car parking, drainage
and water supply features, temporary
construc�on compound, new landscaping
and biodiversity enhancements.

Latest news on BESS from FABSSS Group
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Feckenham Archive - Marion Chute

Aerial views of Feckenham taken from hot air balloon. No Turton Gardens here.

The cricket field in play and the recrea�on field looking set for a football
game. Remember the barriers? How much building has there been since

these were taken?
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Once there was a man named Tobias
Westgate who owned a piece of land that
did not yield much. It lay in a hollow
between hills, where the soil was thin and
the wind stayed longer than it should. At
best, it produced rough hay, or offered
lean grazing to sheep who didn’t seem to
care either way.

There were ne�les and thistles, and
hawthorn that slanted like it had grown
�red of standing upright. Children once
dared each other to touch it. A painter had
sketched it when the light came down just
right. No one called it beau�ful—only
constant.

The land had passed from one quiet hand
to another— father to son, cousin to
cousin—more out of habit than need. No
one expected much of it, and it asked
nothing back. It was simply there, like the
church bells on a cold Sunday morning.

Then one day, a man with bright teeth and
city shoes arrived in a flashy Jaguar that
purred up the road like it didn’t belong.

“I represent a consor�um. This land—
well, it’s not giving you much. But to us,
it’s valuable. A node in the system. A
future.”

Tobias asked what they intended to build.

“Oh, nothing drama�c. Just seal it, secure
it, install what must be installed. It’s what
the country needs. It won’t disturb you.”

Tobias looked out across the field. The
hawthorn shi�ed in the breeze. The
ne�les bowed slightly, as if listening.

The papers were signed; the man smiled
as he counted: one for you, nineteen for
me.

Later, the fences went up—tall, dark,
without gaps. Machinery arrived; the
facility was built. Then came the hum: low,
constant, without rhythm.

They called it clean energy, or grid

support, or something else that sounded
correct.

Tobias had a new gate. His ke�le boiled
faster. For a while, he felt things had
improved. But the village felt thinner. At
the annual feast, the Morris Dancers
omi�ed the Ne�le Dance. No one said
anything, but everyone no�ced.

In the evenings, Tobias s�ll walked—but
not across the field. He walked the ridge
above it, looking down through the wire,
toward the blinking lights and the place
where the hawthorn had once stood—
gone now, to make room for the wiring.
The money was spent or no longer
seemed to make a difference.

Once, a child asked what the humming
was.

“It’s the sound of keeping up, the progress
that was promised”. But the child didn’t
understand.

The years went gently by, then one night,
in early spring, Tobias dreamed of the field
as it had been. The ne�les s�rred, bees
buzzed, the hawthorn breathed. Someone
in the dream asked, “Did it ma�er?”

“Not then!”, he answered. But that’s when
it ma�ered most.

When it ma�ered most…
Dr Hugo Hammersley
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Village Shop - Alan Slater

From the beginning of this month we will
be selling FeckenJam again, with all the
proceeds going to support Macmillan
Cancer Nurses. Last year we sold over a
hundred and twenty jars raising
approximately £350 which contributed
massively towards our grand total of
£1,020 for the charity. As I write, Geri the
Jam has already made over 130 jars and
coun�ng, so hopefully we will exceed last
year’s mammoth total. With the
excep�on of the oranges, all the fruit has
been foraged and sourced from within
the Village, and my thanks go to everyone
who have supplied their surplus fruit and
jars to make FeckenJam a truly local
product.
Compe��vely priced this years varie�es

include: Rhubarb and Ginger, Damson,
Plum, Blackcurrant, Greengage,
Blackberry and Apple as well as Orange
and Lemon marmalade and Three Fruit
marmalade.

The Shop’s Macmillan Coffee Morning is
being held on THURSDAY
25th SEPTEMBER between 10 am and 3
pm. There will be a raffle as well as a
wide range of homemade cakes for you
to enjoy. So please come along to the
Shop for a few moments and support our
annual fundraiser for this very worthy
charity.

On the same day, at 7 pm, we will be
holding the Shop’s Annual General
Mee�ng in the Village Hall. This is an
opportunity for you to share your views
about the Shop, discover how we have
performed during the last financial year
and hear about the plans the Board have
for the year ahead. Complimentary drinks
will be available and if you are not
already a shareholder or Volunteer we
will be delighted if you want to sign up
and join our Team (no pressure).

So I look forward to seeing you on
Thursday 25th either at the Shop for
coffee and cakes or at the Village Hall for
drinks and the AGM, or ideally both as all
are welcome.

BLESSED ARE THE JAMMAKERS
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An Organic Allotment
by Pete Delaney

FeckenhamWI

Inspired by so many ques�ons during
May’s Garden Fes�val about how she
manages to keep her garden so beau�ful
whilst being on crutches, Kathy Gee
reached out to the W.I. to very
generously offer to share her experiences
and �ps. We very gratefully took her up
on it for our August mee�ng and we
enjoyed a lovely evening in her gorgeous
garden as she showed us the many tools
and accessories she uses to maintain her
garden to such a high standard. Because
at any point any of us may have our
mobility reduced, and we will probably
know someone at some point who can’t
do as much in their garden as they used
to, we all found it very useful to think
now about how we would cope.

Our September mee�ng is on Monday
15th at 8pm in the back room of the village
hall. Eunice O’Brien will be giving a
prac�cal, follow-along demonstra�on of
how she makes her amazing scones
(honestly, the Na�onal Trust could easily
take lessons from her on this!). If you
would like to take part, please bring basic
scone ingredients and an apron and
baking sheet. Members are free and
guests are all very welcome and are £5.
For more details, please contact Jen Cary
07773 883 039.

Pete has had to take a bit of a break this
month so the editor had been down to
his allotment to see what’s growing
despite the very dry weather. Here are a
few photos.
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Rob Cole’s Gardening Tips

Two Asters With A Feckenham
Connec�on

Asters are a
wonderful
early autumn
flower,
available in a
large range of
different forms
and colours.

In April 1999 we received a plant of Aster
novi-belgii 'Beechwood Rival' from the
Plant Heritage Plant Exchange. It grew
away well and proved to be a 'good doer'
with clean foliage and a maroon-red semi
double flower (above).

In October 2006 a seedling Aster which
we had spo�ed nearby flowered for the
first �me and proved to be similar, but
with both the foliage and the flower a
li�le darker. It, too, grew away strongly
and was moved to another part of the
garden. We assume that it is a seedling
of 'Beechwood Rival'.

Another Aster came to us by a very
different route. Every September, on the
road between Astwood Bank and
Feckenham, we would no�ce a white,
frothy flowered plant, about 1.2m high
which looked like an Aster and which was
growing in a hedgerow ditch alongside
the road. Eventually in 2006, we stopped
the car and, armed with a spade, fur�vely
dug up a small por�on of the plant. It
established rapidly in the garden in an
area with very poor soil, and was o�en
remarked upon by visitors. We could not
trace any Aster which it might be, and so
when we propagated it for sale, we called
it Aster 'Astwood Ditch'.

We eventually took rooted plants of both
of these to Paul Picton during the Aster

season to see if he could help us. Paul
holds a Na�onal Collec�on at Old Court
Nurseries in Colwall, and he instantly
recognised 'Astwood Ditch' as a form of
Aster x salignus, a fairly widely occurring
hybrid of Aster
lanceolatus and
Aster novi-belgii
which grows as a
wild plant but
which originated
as a garden
escape. He grew a
similar plant, collected in Scotland, which
he had named 'Caledonia', but
considered our plant to be a be�er form.

He also thought that our 'Beechwood
Rival' seedling was a worthy addi�on to
his Na�onal Collec�on and asked us to
give it a name.

We opted for 'Feckenham Rival' to
commemorate where it was found and
the plant
from which
we think it
was a
seedling. It
now
appears in
their
nursery
catalogue.
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Stock and Bradley Gardening Club Report

EVENING GARDEN VISIT – Wednesday 6th August 2025

Our self-drive evening visit this year was to the garden of our member Jean Harper near
Bromsgrove.
A steady stream of 36 of our members and friends arrived to enjoy a sociable evening
admiring Jean’s beautifully maintained garden. The weather was warm and still, and
coffee and cake rounded off the evening splendidly.

NEXT CLUB EVENT –Wednesday 3rd September 2025

Our first meeting at the Village Hall after the summer break will be on Wednesday 3rd

September and will be a talk about Overbury Court Gardens, given by their Head
Gardener, Harry Green. Many of us will remember Harry from his similar role at Morton
Hall Gardens near Inkberrow.

The subject for the monthly competition is ‘Variegated Foliage’.

Club meetings are normally held on the first Wednesday of each month at the Village Hall,
Church Road, Bradley Green starting at 7.30pm, and are free to members for an annual
subscription of £5.00 for 2025. Visitors are made very welcome and may attend for £3.00
per meeting.
If you require any further information, ring Rob Cole (Chairman) on 07544 832052.
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Feckenham Cricket Club

The Men’s 1st XI
has enjoyed a
strong month with
2 wins, 1 winning
draw and just 1
defeat. Under 16
wicketkeeper Liam
Banks has been in
great ba�ng form
with scores of 85,
71 and 57. Josh Stacey also scored an 84.
Ben Eost (U16) has led the bowling a�ack
including 5-50 against Martley.

The 2nd XI have con�nued their push for
promo�on from Division 8. The team has
3 weeks of matches le� and sit in second
place in the table with a probable
promo�on playoff looming.

The 3rd XI have completed their Division
9 league games and finished in second
place with 8 wins from 14 games & are
likely to be promoted. U15 Sam Drumm
finished as the leading League wicket
taker with 19 wickets. U14 Arnav took
4-12 in only his second match. Prashanth
scored 61 and Nev Drumm 55 against
Worcester CC 4ths whilst Jamie Smith
scored 61 against Cookley 3rd XI.
The club is very proud of the fact that it is
currently playing ten U16 players in its
first 2 teams that should bode us well in
future years.

The U15s won their Pairs match at
Redditch and are wai�ng to enter the
knock out phases following winning their
regional division. The U14 Pairs team
have won their Pairs league following two
conceded matches by Stourport.

The U14 team has struggled in the T20
format where they have now Played 6,
Won 2 and Lost 4. There have been some
excellent individual performances
however, there has been inconsistency in
ba�ng and the team has struggled to
take wickets when bowling.

A�er the season we have 2 notable dates
for your diaries. On Saturday October
17th we have the Bierkellers Schunklers
Oompah Showband playing a twin set at
the Village Hall from 8pm, finishing at
10pm. There will be a German styled bar
available on the night so bring out your
lederhosen hidden at the bo�om of the
drawer & enjoy something different in
the village. Tickets will be available from
the cricket club bar by the �me you read
this at £10 an adult & £5 for an u16. All
welcome.
Lastly we have our annual fireworks
display & bonfire on November 8th
where there will be a barbecue available
& the best fireworks in the area. No set
fee for entry as usual but we do ask for a
dona�on to cover the fireworks for next
year to enable us to keep doing this event
as cheap as possible for the village & the
best in the area.
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