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Regular Sessions

Wednesdays Playgroup
Thursdays Bridge; Hatha Yoga; Pilates
Fridays Medita�on Class
Second Monday of the month: Mobile Library
First Tuesday of the month:
Lunch Club, Feckenham Sessions
First and Third Wednesday: Community Choir
Third Monday of the month: WI
2nd and 4th Fridays : Erstwhile Morris dancers

September

4th S&B gardening Club
7th Churchyard Working Party
10th Parish Council Mee�ng
10th Readers Group
21st Churchyard Working Party
26th Shop AGM
27th Macmillan Coffee Morning
27th R&C Bandits Golf Cup
28th FeckenOdeon

October

5-6th Scarecrow Weekend
18th FeckenOdeon 2
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Editor’s Note

This month we have
managed to enjoy a bit
of summer at last. The
Square Commi�ee, who
decided to have a
simplified Fun on the
Square event excelled
themselves. The green
was looking at its best,

spruced up for the occasion and lit with
strings of fairy lights along with the bun�ng.
They provided us with a barbecue on which
to cook our own food and entertainment
from Erstwhile Border Morris dancers who
have regularly been prac�cing in the village
hall. All we needed to do was bring chairs,
tables, our picnic and some drinks. The
pleasant, pure Feckenham evening was a
delight - for me anyway - in the company of
village friends. It was well a�ended though I
did wonder if a few more of the younger
residents might like to join us next year.
This week we were treated to Shakespeare
in the Garden, organised by the Village Hall
Commi�ee and hosted in Jane and Julian
Bull’s garden. It was a real treat. As we sat
watching snippets of the Bard’s plays and
poetry, the evening drew in and as it
became dark we could see swallows flying
over us.
I had a message from Erica Guise sugges�ng
we celebrate the flower plan�ng which has
resulted in a wonderful display of colour
around the village over the last couple of
months. She said that thanks must go to the
Village Shop, Feckenham in Bloom, The
Village Hall, The Post Box Garden, The
Village Square Commi�ee, and last but not
least the many residents who supply and
tend tubs and baskets outside their front
doors.

In other news… your editor has been as
busy as ever. My 4th grandchild arrived
safely, a boy named Zach. Once we knew all
was well and the weather prefect, we went
for a night at the Three Choirs Vineyard
near Newent. I can definitely recommend it
as a day out or a night away.
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Feckenham Archive - Marion Chute

R

Back to school at the turn of the twen�eth century Feckenham style. Posed outside the First
School in those polished boots and starchedwhite collars. Are there s�ll some families in
Feckenhamwhose rela�ves are in this picture. I think the young ladymay bewhat was called a
pupil teacher?
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CHURCH SERVICES

FECKENHAM ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
St John Fisher & Thomas More

Mass will not be held at St John Fisher and Thomas More un�l further no�ce.

Mount Carmel 6 pm Sunday Mass is now the Live Streamed Mass.
Link: www.eventcast.uk/live (Type the link into the browser)

Fr. Anthony Rohan, The Presbytery, Redditch. Tel 63096
Local contact: Phylis Mo�, Feckenham. Tel 893898

PARISH CHURCH of ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST

Vicar: Fr Glenn Reading 01527 894436
vicar@feckenhamchurch.org.uk

Church Warden: Vacant
For Weddings, Bap�sms & Funerals please contact Fr

Glenn
Website: www.feckenhamchurch.org.uk

Services for September 2024

1st September 10.30am Eucharist Fr Glenn Reading
(including commemora�on of the Ann Ma�hews pew cushions)

8th September 9:00am BCP Communion Fr Glenn Reading
10.30am Family Service Rev Fiona Carter

15th September 6.30pm Evensong Rev Fiona Carter
22nd September 10.30am Eucharist Fr Glenn Reading
29th September 10.30am Group Eucharist Fr Glenn Reading

Drop in (in church)
Wednesday at 10.30am - 12.00pm

11th September and 25th September

All are welcome (coffee and cake)

11
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Rev Fiona Writes

There is a “back to school” feel in the shops
with school uniform and other items now on
sale for the new term. And the school
uniform adverts on the TV add to this as
well. We had the pleasure of having the
recep�on mums in the church last term
whose children were star�ng in September.
The children were about to have their
induc�on morning, so were filling in �me
before they went to school. They were all
very excited and some a li�le worried as
well. But it was a pleasure to have them all
in the church for coffee and cakes, toys and
ac�vi�es. We absolutely love having the
mums, carers and children in the church.

It is a �me of new starts for lots of our
children and young people. Some children
are star�ng high school, and some are
moving schools or going to college for ‘A’
levels. And that is a really big deal for all
these children and young people leaving old
friends and making new ones. Wondering if
they will find their way around their new
bigger school or college, where they will
have their lunch, and wondering if the work
will be really hard and will they be able to
do it. There are those star�ng nursery, and
they might or might not be nervous, but
their Mums and Dads and Carers definitely
will be.

Then there are those star�ng university and
moving away from home for the first �me.
That is hard for young people and their
parents. Believe me, the “empty nest” when
they go to university is a very real thing, I
have felt it with all my children when they
have le� and gone to uni. It certainly does
take �me to readapt.

So, I pray for all those children and young
people, their parents and carers who are
having a new start this September. I pray
that the transferring over will be smooth,
and everyone will get used to the new

situa�on quickly. Amen.

Some of you may also have new starts to
nego�ate caused by loss of a job,
re�rement, bereavement, moving house or
area. It is hard for adults as well. If this is
you, then my prayers are with you.

We will all have to face change in our lives.
That is a given, and it is part of being
human. And we may wish things hadn’t
changed and want to go back, but obviously
we can’t. In each new stage in our lives God
is doing a new thing, which can be a real
source of comfort if we look out for it. And
God won’t take us out of our circumstances,
but he promises to be with us, like in the
poem “Footprints” that most of you
probably know or have heard of. When
there was only one set of footprints in the
sand, the person wri�ng the poem said to
God when looking back on his life in a
dream, “at the hardest �mes in my life why
was there only one set of footprints in the
sand instead of two?”. And the Lord said,
“that was when I carried you”.

God bless,

Rev’d Fiona
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Pew Cushions

Thanks to a bequest from the estate of the
late Ann Ma�hews the PCC has now
installed cushions to all the pews in the
church. This should improve the comfort of
the pews par�cularly in cold weather. The
cushions will be dedicated to the memory of
Ann at the Eucharist service on Sunday 1st

September when we hope we will be joined
by Jeff and his family.

Churchyard Work Par�es

Work par�es will be held in the churchyard
on Saturdays 7th and 21st September between
10 am and 12 noon. The task will be to mow
the wildflower meadow on the east side of
the church and remove all the hay. This
exercise is important if we are to reduce the
fer�lity of the meadow in order to
encourage wild flowers.

Do please do consider joining us even for
only half an hour – many hands….!

Ian Hunter

started there will be some pre-wrapped and
flat pack boxes available in church too ! You
might prefer to donate items that can go into
the boxes. Knitted hats, gloves, scarves and
toys are also always gratefully received!
Please add a Christmas card and a photo, a
little something personal that the children
will be sure to treasure !

Please take your boxes to church no later
than Wednesday 20th November

Thank you in anticipation
Lin Preece

T4U CHRlSTMAS SHOEBOXAPPEAL
2024

It’s September
already and our
thoughts are
beginning to turn
towards Christmas.
For many years
now the ‘Christmas
Shoebox Appeal’,
has been very much
a part of our village
Christmas.

Over the years,
your kindness and generosity has enabled
thousands of vulnerable children in need to
enjoy a truly happy Christmas.
Sadly there are still thousands of children
today in desperate need of our help and
support ! Your shoebox gift will be given to
the poorest of children, or families, through
schools, nurseries, hospitals and orphanages
Our boxes are distributed in Eastern Europe,
Ukraine, Romania, Moldova, Georgia,
Bosnia Belarus

Please, please support this years appeal and
make up a gift box for a vulnerable child.

Please, give
‘Love in a Box’,
this Christmas.
Your boxes
really do change
lives. You give
these children
and their
families hope
for a better
future, they will
know that we
have not
forgotten them,
they will know
that we care !

Please, pop into church or the passsageway
of Kopper Cottage and pick up a leaflet with
all the information you will need to get you
started. Should you need a little help to get
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Feckenham in Pictures
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Village Shop - Alan Slater

The CrowdStrike global Microso� meltdown
last month caused havoc across the world at
airports, hospitals and supermarkets. The
impact on business and travel was
extensive, so extensive that it even reached
the retail outpost of the Feckenham Village
Shop. Early on the Friday morning our �ll
and card system crashed which meant that
we had to operate on a cash only basis. As
we all know, in today’s cashless society,
many of us have become used to only
paying for purchases on our iphones,
watches and contactless plas�c cards and
rarely use cash. Needless to say the situa�on
in the Shop was somewhat chao�c and had
a detrimental effect on our takings. Despite
the heroic efforts of Paul Bradley and Bob
Gordon, who spent the best part of three
days trying to get us backup and running, we
weren’t fully func�onal un�l the following
Monday morning. However, with some
difficulty we managed to keep trading so
may I thank Paul, Bob and our weekend
Team of volunteers for ge�ng us through a
very tricky situa�on. I must also thank the
Wake Commi�ee for the kind use of their
portable card reader which eased our
problems considerably.

On to more
posi�ve news
and two dates
for your
September diary.

Throughout the
morning of
Friday
27th September
we will be
holding our
annual Coffee

Morning in support of Macmillan Nurses.
From 8.00 un�l 13.00 hrs the Shop will be
dona�ng all the proceeds from coffee and
cake sales to this very worthy charity. In
further support of the nurses we will be
holding a raffle and selling our homemade
FeckenJam which will be available from
early this month. All made from donated
local so� fruit, the jam comes in a variety
of flavours including my favourites rhubarb
and ginger and damson. As I write the jam

factory is s�ll in produc�on so any last
minute surplus so� fruit and jars would be
gratefully received by our Jam Maker, Geri
who can be contacted on 07765 939990.

The other date to make a note of is
Thursday 26th September when we will be
holding our Annual General Mee�ng at the
Village Hall star�ng at 7.30 pm. As well as
repor�ng on last year’s highly successful
Shop performance, we would like to hear
your sugges�ons on how we can improve
the service we offer to our Community. So I
look forward to seeing you on the 26th and
27th this month and thank you in
an�cipa�on for your con�nued support.
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An Organic Allotment by Pete Delaney

The month of the harvest moon. This month
I experienced joy and sadness in the
allotment. The joy of abundant harvest
�nged with the sadness for the ageing of the
year as open spaces begin to appear across
the plot as harvests are collected in and
plants start to die off.

The month for the making of pickles,
beetroot, onions and cucumbers, along with
runner bean and courge�e chutney.
In some chutney this year I shall be pu�ng
in nastur�um seeds which are my newest
revela�on for this year. I have been pu�ng
nastur�um leaves in salads, enjoying their
peppery taste. Then another grower asked
me if I had tried the seeds. The burst of
zingy peppery flavour when bi�en into has
turned them into a regular in my salads. I
had been growing nastur�um previously for
their appearance only, now it has been
promoted to a serious salad crop.

This year I had a good crop of broad beans
which I picked as I needed them through the
summer leaving those remaining to dry in
the pods on the
plant. Watching
the pods turn
black I
wondered if I
was doing the
right thing. Once
some of them
began to open
and shed their
seed, I picked all
the pods from
the plants and
was pleased to
find that the
majority had dried nicely and I was able to
store them straight away in jars.

This year I
managed to
harvest 48lb of
mixed potatoes
from 4 rows - my
best ever haul -
with the red
Desiree giving
more potatoes to
each plant than
any I have
previously grown.
This decent
harvest was
surprising as I suffered a spell of potato
blight. I tried to combat it at first by
removing any leaf with a spot of the disease.
This seemed to work at first with the plants
shoo�ng fresh green leaves. However in a
short �me it was back in the leaves and I
could see a brown stained appearance in
some stems, so I dug the lot up and
although just over a month too early for the
main crop I was pleased to get a decent
harvest of good sized tubers. In the end the
real enemy turned out to be slugs, of which
the spuds they had eaten into filled a large
bucket.

There is plenty s�ll to harvest this season,
sweetcorn and cabbages, squash soon to
come, Jerusalem ar�choke and leeks yet to
come to frui�on, plus I am s�ll cropping
tomatoes and cucumbers and the slow
growing aubergine in the polytunnel. My
runner beans which were a late starter look
to give a good late harvest.
Even in this �me of harvests I s�ll do a li�le
sowing, during August and September I sow
Chinese Pink raddish and Winter Le�uce to
try and grow on under cloches as I begin to
have half an eye as to what I shall be
harves�ng early next spring... and hopefully
the plot goes on.
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Rob Cole’s Gardening Tips

Trentham Gardens, Staffordshire

One of our gardening friends recommended
some years ago that we should definitely go
and see the new plan�ng areas at Trentham
Gardens in Staffordshire. He had been the
week before, and was ecsta�c about how
good they were. We duly followed his
advice, and were also impressed at what we
found there.

The Trentham Estate has undergone a
massive change over the last few years, and
the 10 acres of garden have been
redesigned by Piet Oudolf and Tom Stuart-
Smith, both using a naturalis�c approach
which we found par�cularly effec�ve in the
late September sunshine.
The prairie style of plan�ng is not new any
more, but is carried out with great skill by

Piet Oudolf. His contribu�on to Trentham is
one of those gardens where there is a
picture at every turn. From what we saw on
our first visit, the garden would be at its best
in early Autumn, but we have now been at
other �mes to see it at different seasons.

The plan�ng is primarily of herbaceous
perennial material, used in large dri�s and
repeated in a variety of combina�ons. At
our last visit in August 2023, we thought
that more maintenance was required to

keep the beds looking at their best, but we
recognised that the Covid issue had been a
recent deterrent to full scale maintenance.

As well as the gardens, there are plenty of
other a�rac�ons to fill a whole day,
including a lakeside and woodland walk, a
Garden Centre, inexpensive places to eat, a
shopping village, boat trips on the lake, and
a narrow gauge railway.

The Trentham Estate extends to over 200
acres, so if you have not already been, it
should be very close to the top of your list of
gardens to visit in late summer and early
autumn.

You can find all the informa�on you will
need at www.trentham.co.uk
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Stock and Bradley Gardening Club Report

CLUB EVENT – evening of Wednesday 7th August 2024

Our evening visit to Celia Montreal’s garden in Inkberrow proved to be a very successful
event. Celia is one of our members and greeted 38 visitors to her garden on a delightful
summer evening. Her garden was picture perfect and as well as delicious cakes, we were
treated to a fine display of her artwork. All in all a most enjoyable evening.

NEXTMEETING –Wednesday 4th September 2024

Our next meeting is a talk by Helen Picton entitled ‘Daisy Days’. The theme for the monthly
competition will be ‘Daisies’.

Club meetings are normally held on the first Wednesday of each month at the Village Hall,
Church Road, Bradley Green starting at 7.30pm, and are free to members for an annual
subscription of £5.00 for 2024. Visitors are made very welcome and may attend for £3.00
per meeting.
If you require any further information, ring Rob Cole (Chairman) on 07544 832052.
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With the new season upon us its all change
down at Mill Lane .
Last season saw us just fall short of
promo�on to the next level by just a few
points as we fell away in the last three
games.
The lads and the club can feel quite proud of
themselves coming so close in the first
season at this level step 7 of the football
league.
We always knew that if we did not make it
to the next level it would have a effect on
the playing squad, as it has turned out.
We lost some senior players our striker Will
Skelton who has given great service to the
club (over 60 goals in two seasons) has been
snaped up by Spor�ng Club Inkberrow and
has made the move to step 5, we wish him
well and will follow his performances. Who
knows were he will end up but as he said,
“Once a Miller always a Miller”.
It seems a shame to me being old school
that when clubs have a budget to pay
players it can be an incen�ve to move on.
From our point of view at Feckenham the
philosophy is you play for us because you
want to be here.
We also said good bye to our skipper, Dave
Phelan, who has re�red. Dave has been a
fantas�c servant to the club both on and off
the field.
The loss of our ever present and probably
the best goalkeeper in the league Adam
Watson has stood down due to work
commitments and we wish him well in his
career .
So its onwards and hopefully upwards. The
first change is Wayne Bunn who has had
much success at the club both as a player
and manager has swapped roles with Ma�
Phillips who did a great job holding things
together a�er the resigna�on of Glen
Adams half way through last season on
personal grounds, Ma� con�nues as
Waynes assistant for this season.
The squad is looking much different but
exci�ng �mes ahead as we have through
Waynes contacts signed several players in
the 17 to 19 age group they are keen to
learn and give there all in training and
playing being supported by a few of the

older heads it should be good to see them
develop.
It goes to show that these young men can
be a credit to their age group.
The club financially con�nues to struggle on
,we are s�ll feeling the effects of the costs of
last winters flood and burst pipes which has
been financially disastrous
The club cannot survive long term at this
level on bar takings alone so we are so
grateful to our two sponsors for their
financial support again for this season .
Steven Phillips Owner of Medicare who
specialise in building veterinary hospitals
and Gareth Davis from Dash Motors in
Studley .
The pre season has started slowly but has
steadily improved as we have sought to give
as many minutes to the young lads as
possible.
The fist game against New Dale Top
Hereford prem league was even to the last
30 mins and we lost 5-1
The second game against Earlswood from
division above us resulted in a 1-0 defeat
The Third game against Co�on Green from
two levels higher ended in a 2-1 defeat .
By this �me the group was star�ng to se�le
down and we ended with wins against
Tipton Town fromWest Midland league 2-1
and against central Ajax from a level higher
again saw us run out 3-2 winners
The new season started with a trip to
Wolverhampton to take on Gornal F.C and
a�er a close first half ran out 7-2 winners.
As usual the league have given us the first
four games at home due to our lack of flood
lights so it will be a busy August down at the
lane ,and for those who follow there things
as like last year September sees us with one
home game on the 21st September to Castle
Vale Town ko 15.00 all welcome to come
and see the young talent we have at
Feckenham.
As men�oned the club is struggling to keep
going at the moment any new sponsorship
would be a great help no ma�er how small
and we are always looking for volunteers on
match days .
UP THE MILLERS

Feckenham Football Club - Peter Philips
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Feckenham Cricket Club
Bob Gordon

The 1st team had some close matches recently. Of note was a match at Mill Lane against
Netherton, who ba�ed first and made an amazing 393 for 8 wickets in their 50 overs. A
gri�y response resulted in a drawn fixture, Nasir Mehmood scoring 66 and local youngster
Ben Eost finishing with 31 runs and 2 wickets. Harborne away was a great victory, the hosts
scoring 313 in their 50 overs(Ben Eost and Ma� Grubb taking 4 wickets each) but our boys
sailed past that target a�er 47 overs, with Josh Stacey hi�ng 73, Frazer Duggan 60 and 15-
year old Sam Cur�s with 45.

The 2nd team had a victory at Halesowen – Ryan Humphries with 6 wickets for 18 runs - but
remain anchored at the foot of the table.

The 3rd team had a good win over Five Ways Old Edwardians, with Nev Drumm scoring 87
and Jon Dean 71 and young Tommy Eost was not out on 35.

The U15 Hundred team have completed their eight matches and sit top of the Table but
Avoncro�, Ombersley and Bromsgrove are to play their final matches and we wait to see if
they can hold onto that posi�on. This team had a commanding 87 run win against bo�om
of the table Droitwich where they posted 148 courtesy of Sam Cur�s (50 not out) and Ben
Eost (48). Will Reynolds (2-2-0-2) and Tommy Eost (2-9) were the leading wicket takers.

The U14 sit bo�om of their T20 league a�er suffering a 51 run defeat away at Himley who
posted an impressive 137-3. Will Reynolds took 2-21 in 4 overs and there was a strong all
round performance from Sam Drumm with 36 not out and bowling 4 overs for only 7 runs.
There was also a 5 wicket defeat to Hagley where Shashank starred with a 52 not out
innings.

The U13 have concluded their Pairs league and sit comfortably in third place behind the
very strong Astwood Bank & Alvechurch teams. They also sit third in the T20 league with a
good chance of finishing second once the final fixtures are played. Recent highlights
included a domina�ng 42-run win in the Pairs compe��on over Avoncro� despite only
having 7 fielders. There was also a sensa�onal 159 run win against Redditch in the T20
where we scored 181-4 with Shashank, Rory Gavin and Tommy Eost all re�ring not out on
scores of 30. Redditch were then dismissed for only 22 with Rory Freeman taking his first 5
wicket haul (4-1-7-5)

Upcoming home fixtures include:

Sat. 31st August 12:30 - Feckenham 1st XI v Himbleton 1st XI
Sat. 7th September 12:30 - Feckenham 2nd XI v Harborne 3rd XI
Sun. 8th September 10:00 - Feckenham U14 v Swindon
Sun. 8th September 14:30 - Feckenham XI (mixed adult and junior team) v Inkberrow
Sat. 14th September 12:30 - Feckenham 1st XI v Stourport-On-Severn CC- 2nd XI
Sun. 15th September 13:30 - Feckenham XI v Hagley (BBC team, friendly)

Finally, I can't believe that we now have the end of the season in sight, it seems only
yesterday that we were contempla�ng a move to playing water polo.
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