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This month finds
Martin and myself
touring in Spain and
Portugal by camper
van, so I've not been
around in the village
to pick up on what'’s
happening. Thanks to
everyone who has
contributed, especially lan Bellion who has
done much of the work despite having been
away too. We shall be back in time for the
Scarecrow Weekend which has many
mentions in the magazine. | hope it’s a great
success.

Our trip started by overnight ferry to
Santander from Plymouth. | was surprised
that the ferry company describe it as a mini
cruise. If you like you can travel return
spending two nights on board with about 3
hours in Santander!

We took a week to drive south through
Spain and into Portugal where we attended
my nephew’s wedding in the Algarve. The
countryside, for the most part was dehesa,
a type of agroforestry, with a mix of trees
and grazing land. The trees are mainly olive,
cork and holm oak. This is ideal pasture for
the pigs raised to give us Iberian ham. It is
also habitat for endangered species such as
the Iberian Imperial Eagle.

We are now heading north along the
Portuguese coast and into north west Spain.
| thought our bellringers would like this
picture of travelling bells that we saw in
Porto: the largest, heaviest travelling
carillon in the world. There’s a link to
Feckenham - well sort of!















In a change to the planned programme,
Feckenham W.I. spent their September
meeting at a talk at The Hive in Worcester,
hosted by Worcester Achaeological
Society. The topic was Historic Building
Mythbusting and was all about the myths
surrounding ancient buildings such as
secret passages linking ancient buildings,
spiral staircases in castles giving advantage
to right-handed defenders, ship timbers
used in the construction of buildings on
land, blocked doors in churches which are
thought to keep the Devil out and claims
to be the oldest pub in the country. The

speaker, James Wright, explained the
development of such myths and has
investigated the underlying truths behind
them. Sometimes the realities hiding
behind the stories were even more
interesting, romantic, and exciting than
the myths themselves. James is part of
Triskele Heritage and is an award winning
buildings archaeologist. He has two
decades professional experience of
ferreting around in people’s cellars,
hunting through their attics and digging
up their gardens. He likes to find
meaningful truths about how ordinary and
extraordinary folk lived their lives in the
mediaeval period. He is the author of the
popular Mediaeval Mythbusting Blog and
his book, Historic Building Mythbusting, is
what the tour is based on.

We had a great time and now look at the
beautiful old buildings surrounding us
with new appreciation.

Our October meeting is all about apples
and is in Feckenham Village Hall on
Monday 21st October. Doors open at 7.45
and the meeting starts at 8pm. Members
are free and guests are £5. Contact Jen
Cary for more details 07773 883 039.



CHURCH SERVICES

PARISH CHURCH of ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST

Vicar: Fr Glenn Reading 01527 894436
vicar@feckenhamchurch.org.uk
Church Warden: Vacant
For Weddings, Baptisms & Funerals please contact Fr
Glenn
Website: www.feckenhamchurch.org.uk

Services for October 2024

6th October 7.00pm Songs of Praise  Fr Glenn Reading

13th October 9.00am BCP Communion Fr Glenn Reading
10.30am Family Service Rev Fiona Carter

20th October 6.30pm Evensong Fr Glenn Reading
(John Calvert Memorial)
27th October 10.30am Eucharist Fr Glenn Reading

Drop in (in church)

Wednesday at 10.30am - 12.00pm
9t October and 23rd October

All are welcome (coffee and cake)

FECKENHAM ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
St John Fisher & Thomas More

Mass will not be held at St John Fisher and Thomas More until further notice.

Mount Carmel 6 pm Sunday Mass is now the Live Streamed Mass.
Link: www.eventcast.uk/live (Type the link into the browser)

Fr. Anthony Rohan, The Presbytery, Redditch. Tel 63096
Local contact: Phylis Mott, Feckenham. Tel 893898
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Feckenham Church Choir

On Sunday 20™" October there will be a
special evensong service in Feckenham
Church in honour of the memory of John
Calvert. John served as Choir Leader for 30
years and in this time put on many
memorable productions as well as ensuring
a high quality of music for all services.
Evensong was a particular favourite of
John's. On the 22", the choir, joined by
former members and friends of John, will be
singing music written by John and some of
his favourite hymns and choral music. This
will be a good opportunity for everyone who
knew John to get together and remember
him in a way that he would have really
appreciated.

This is the start of a busy time for the choir
and we will soon be rehearsing for 9 lessons
and carols.

The choir meets once a week and there is no
charge for rehearsals, We are always looking
for new members anad all are welcome —
there are no auditions. If you would like to
join us, or would like more information
please contact me by email —
amandagordon677 @gmail.com.

Churchyard Work Party Saturday 2~
November

The task will be to tidy up around the War
Memorial ready for Remembrance Sunday
10~ November. As always, more hands make
light work!

The PCC is grateful for all the volunteers
who have in various ways have helped keep
the churchyard looking cared for. | will soon
be compiling the next year’s rota for
mowing the grass at the front of the church.
If you would be interested taking part do
contact myself on 01527 402360 or Fred
Hicks on 07891 853317.

lan Hunter

Feckenham Handbell Team

The present team meets regularly in the
Church Vestry on Wednesdays between 5.30
and 6.30 pm and plays when invited at
services, care homes and village functions.

The original team was established in 1956
by Feckenham WI and is currently open to
any friends and neighbours of Feckenham.

If you are interested, you could come and
have a go or just come and listen. We meet
weekly in the Church Vestry and would
welcome newcomers.

Please contact Angela Fletcher 01527
893231 angelafletcher8 @gmail.com or
Vivien Hunter 01527 402360
vehunter3@gmail.com or just turn up.

Most of you will be aware of the village
tradition of sending greetings to friends and
neighbours through the village card. Instead
of sending lots of cards, you can send just
one greeting to all and a donation for
charity. This is financially supported by the
church and distributed by the magazine so
all your donations go to charity. The card
will be circulated with the December
magazine and donations will go to The
Trussell Trust run food banks across the
country.

Contributions can be made by cheque (or
even cash), but BACS payments to the
Church Account with a clear reference
"Xmas Card" are preferred. The Church
account details are: Feckenham PCC Sort
Code: 30 96 97 Account 01231863

Please send you wording to feckenhamnews
@gmail.com or post with your donation to
Angela Fletcher 12 Mill Lane, B96 6HY,
Feckenham by 14th November.
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Feckenham Archive - Marion Chute

Looking back on a past Scarecrow event to give
everyone some inspiration. It seems that
Vincent Van Crow was a notable Feckenham
resident in 2010 Its incredible the creativity
that abounds at Scarecrow time and all just for
fun! Your photos from Feckenham events are
always welcome for the digital record of our
Parish
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Village Shop - Alan Slater

It has been another very busy month at the
Village Shop.

First of all may I thank everyone who was
involved in making this year’s Macmillan
Coffee Morning such a success. In particular
all our Volunteers who baked the lovely
cakes, ‘Geri the Jam’ who made and sold
over a hundred jars of FeckenJam, the very
kind people who donated raffle prizes, the
Friday Team of volunteers who worked their
socks off throughout the day and of course
all our customers who generously donated
to the worthy cause that is Macmillan
Cancer Nurses. In next month’s magazine |
hope to reveal the final amount raised,
which hopefully will be close to the
magnificent £1,000 achieved last year.

With the Coffee Morning done and dusted
for another year, we move swiftly on to the

next event which is the hugely popular
Feckenham Scarecrow Weekend. As we are
anticipating another influx of visitors to the
Village and therefore the Shop, we will be
remaining open until 4 p.m on both days.
Hopefully, weather permitting, the cafe will
do a roaring trade so we will be making sure
that we are well stocked with cakes and ice
creams to meet the expected increased
demand.

Our Buying Team have now begun to turn
their attention towards the festive season
and from next month we will be stocking a
range of seasonal food and gift items.
Already on display is a selection of new
fragrances from Stoneglow. Available in the
form of hand/body lotion (£15) and room
diffusers (£23). They are ideal presents not
only at Christmas but also for anytime of the
year.

Now that we have entered the season of
‘mists and mellow fruitfulness’, why not join
us on the cafe verandah for a mug of our
delicious hot chocolate? We will be
delighted to see you, and dogs are most
welcome too. Finally a thank you to those of
you who attended our Annual General
Meeting, it was so good to share such
positive news with you.
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An Organic Allotment by Pete Delaney

| think of October as the last of the true
harvest months as at its ending we enter the
winter season.

This month as | gather in the last of my
sweetcorn(of which | managed to get more
of than the squirrels this time around)and
taking pumpkins to cure and ripen in the
shed, | also begin to feed some of the bare
beds from earlier harvests forking in horse,
cattle, chicken muck and composts in
preparation for next years crops.

The squash bed is my favourite patch in the
plot at this time, its leaf covering hiding
spectacular fruit beneath. This year | grew a
small orange pumpkin called"Baby Bear",
each plant grew 2 fruit. Also New Zealand
pumpkin a smooth light grey which | am yet
to taste and Jamaican pumpkin which has a
large rough dark grey fruit that | am told
keeps well even when cut open, apparently
forming a rough crust over the cut flesh.
This | shall put to the test.

Of course this seasons harvests are not only
about what comes fresh out of the ground
but also what can be stored away for winter
consumption. At

the end of

September |

harvested my

late beetroot,

some of which

were the size of

cricket balls,

showing a lovely

deep red when

cut, cooked,

sliced and pickled

and stored away

along with

courgette and

runner bean

chutney in the

winter store.

The French

haricot beans |

grew this year

made a colourful

addition to the plot with their purple
streaked pods, | am about to harvest the
beans with the intent of cooking in my own
tomato sauce.

My tomatoes in the polytunnel have gone
on producing fruit late into the season,
acting on a tip, last year | cut off branches
with late green fruit and hung them up. As
they have been cut from the main plant the
tomatoes panic and ripen quickly, this
worked last year and | shall do the same this
year.

Although the plot begins to look bleak at
this time of year, with potatoes, onions,
garlic and squashes in store, along with
pickles and chutney and with leeks, winter
cabbage and Jerusalem artichoke yet to
come, there is still plenty of food coming out
of the allotment... only now the job begins
to turn from mostly harvesting to forking
open the ground and feeding it.
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Rob Cole’s Gardening Tips

High Line, New York

My elder son lives in New York, working for
the BBC Natural History Unit, and during a
visit to see him in October 2014, he
suggested that we visit the High Line
walkway in Manhattan. The walkway is an
urban, linear garden, formed along a
disused high level railway track threading its
way between the city skyscrapers - we had
read about it, seen pictures and had high
expectations.

We began the route at its newest end, on a
hot Sunday morning. The first surprise was
the narrowness of the route, not much more
than the railway track which it replaces.
Although it was only just past midday, there
was already a constant stream of walkers in
both directions. The planting at this newest
end was still very young, and was still
struggling to establish. As we walked on,
the pathway widened a little, and more
established planting became evident.
Nowhere, however, was there a feeling of
spaciousness, but | guess that is the nature
of a linear walkway along a former railway
line in the middle of a major city.

As we progressed to the end of the walkway,
it became obvious that the project had
become a victim of its own success. The

constant stream of pedestrians in both
directions meant that we could not readily
stop to take photographs, and that we could
only see the planting on the side we were
travelling on. If we did stop to take
photographs (as we did), we immediately
caused a pile up behind us! Most of the
seating along the walkway was occupied,
but wherever we did manag to find a seat it
was a great place to '‘people watch'.

The quality of the hard landscaping is very
good and the detailing excellent. The
planting varies, but mostly seems to have
taken well considering the difficult situation.
There is no doubt that the project is a brave
and adventurous attempt at creating a green
strip through the city. The views to the
water are extensive at the newer end, and
the high level views to the skyscrapers
above and city streets below are impressive.

For a narrow walkway to become a tourist
attraction in so few years is something of a
major achievement, but for us the initial
hype for this radical innovation was greater
than the reality. We have not gone back to
review its progress, but as the scheme will
now have matured, | am sure that it will
continue to grow to be a much loved and
well used facility in the busy mayhem of
New York.
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Stock and Bradley Gardening Club Report

CLUB MEETING — Wednesday 4th September 2024

Forty-eight of our members were entertained by Helen Picton from Old Court Nurseries,
Colwall, near Malvern who gave a fascinating talk about the history and development of the
Michaelmas Daisy. Helen and her husband, Ross, hold the National Collection of
Michaelmas Daisy and she gave us a real insight into the early breeders, including her great
grandfather, Percy Picton, and her father Paul, as well as describing the best of the many
species and cultivars available.

NEXT MEETING — Wednesday 2nd October 2024

Our next meeting is a welcome return visit by Tamsin Westhorpe who will give a talk entitled
‘Prepare for the Perfect Spring’. The theme for the monthly competition will be ‘An
Arrangement Using Dahlias’.

Club meetings are normally held on the first Wednesday of each month at the Village Hall,
Church Road, Bradley Green starting at 7.30pm, and are free to members for an annual
subscription of £5.00 for 2024. Visitors are made very welcome and may attend for £3.00
per meeting.

If you require any further information, ring Rob Cole (Chairman) on 07544 832052.
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Feckenham Cricket Club

Bob Gordon

As the season draws to a close the statistics suggest that it has been an indifferent season,
with the 2~ XI being relegated to Division 8 while the 1« X| are expected to finish lower mid-
table as are the 3« team. The reality however is that we are now seeing our youngsters
joining the adult teams and having a very positive impact, even in the 1st team, Liam Banks
56 against Rushwick being a recent example. We welcome new players to the club —at any
skill level — contact us via our Facebook page if interested.

The junior teams seasons are summarised as follows:

U15 Hundred:

P8-W4-12-1Can-1Aband

The U15 played their last fixture in August and then waited for other teams in their division
to complete their matches. The U15 Hundred finished their division in third place on 28
points but closely behind Ombersley (30) and eventual title winners Avoncroft on 32 points.

U14 T20:

P8-W1-L6-1Can

The U14 concluded their playing season with another narrow, tense defeat away against Old
Hill on 25/8. The team restricted their League leading opposition to 103 in their 20 overs
and five different bowlers took wickets. Despite strong batting from Shashank (32) and Will
Reynolds (33 not out) the team lost by just three runs. The team finished bottom of their
table with 8 points.

U13 Pairs:

P12 - W6 - L5 - 1 Aband

The U13 team finished their Pairs League comfortably in third place (38 points) behind very
strong squads at Astwood Bank (56) and Alvechurch (52 points).

U13 T20:

P8-W5-1L3

The U13 concluded their T20 League in third place on 30 points narrowly behind Droitwich
(30) and winners Astwood Bank (42 points). The team ended their season in style with a
crushing 141 run win against Ombersley on 1/9 after posting a score of 181. Skipper Tommy
Eost (31) and Shashank (32) both retired and there were good contributions from Max
Alekna (23) and Rory Freeman (23 not out). Ombersley were dismissed through tight
bowling from both Rory Freeman taking 3-5 and Benny Reynolds with 2-5 from 4 overs.

Looking ahead, the annual renovation of The Square is expected to take place at the end of
September, involving scarifying the surface to remove thatch and old growth and laying of
fresh loam and seed, to refresh the batting surfaces for next year.

Following that we look forward to dry weather for the village Firework Night at the club on
Saturday 2~ Waste wood for the bonfire (pallets especially) can be deposited under the
trees at the far corner of our ground by the lane, but please, not before the end of
September.
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