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It’s actually a sunny dry

day today which is a

blessing at last and that

leads me to the

unintended theme of this

month’s magazine:

gardens and gardening.

You'll find information

about the work of

Feckenham in Bloom, next year’s Open
Gardens, the Plant Fair and other activities
run by Stock and Bradley Gardening Club, as
well as the usual articles towards the end of
the magazine.

| suppose | can’t let this month go by
without mentioning our wedding! On 6th
April Martin Strange and | married at
Stratford Registry Office and then came
back to our garden, as the weather was dry
if rather blowy, for a reception followed by a
party in our wonderful village hall. So many
of the villagers helped make it a real joy for
us and our families. Special mention goes
to: Kathy Gee, Clare Furey, John Morris,
Alan Smith, Malcolm Cookes, Gwyn and
Paul Bradley and Liz Teisen.

| wonder if

everyone

knows abut

the Book

Exchange

which has

been set up in

the church. |

pop over there regularly. It’s very well
stocked with fiction, biography and
children’s books which are changing all the
time as people come and swap books. What
a great resource it is.

Finally, I'm saddened to hear that the Lygon
will be closing on 7th May. The food has
been very good lately and it will be sadly
missed. It’s been so good to have two
differing pubs in the village. Wouldn't it be
good for villagers and staff if the owner
reconsidered this decision?



Village Notices

Death Announcement:
Kenneth William Keight

Ken moved to Feckenham in April 1978 with
his wife Mavis when they took over the
ownership of the garage. He was born in
Hull on 25th October 1933 and died on 7th
April 2024 at Heathbrook House Care home
in Bromsgrove.

He built the house in front of the garage in
1980 and lived there for 40 years until
becoming a resident at Heathbrook House in
March 2020.

A celebration of Ken’s life and his funeral
service will be held at St. John the Baptist,
Feckenham on Tuesday 14th May at 12noon
followed by his burial.

Anyone from the village who knew Ken and
wishes to attend will be made very
welcome.

Stock & Bradley Gardening Club

Summer Coach Trip
Friday 21 June 2024

We are opening this outing up to non-
members, who would like to join us on this
exciting garden visit.

A morning visit to Kingsbridge Farm Gardens
in Steeple Claydon, Bucks - a stunning 6-acre
garden. Then on to Buckingham Nurseries,
which has evolved over 50 years. The final
stop is at Thenford Gardens and Arboretum
spread out over 70 acres. Lord and Lady
Heseltine have created an impressive garden
of importance over the past 40 years.

Price is £50, which includes all entry fees,
coach transport, and refreshments at
Kingsbridge. The coach will leave Stock and
Bradley Green Village Hall car park B96 6RW
at 08.30am PROMPT, Leaving Thenford
gardens at 16.00pm, returning to the Village
Hall, approximately 17.00 hrs .

Please contact Gay Bligh -
m.gbligh49@gmail.com to book a place.

ANNUAL PLANT SALE — SATURDAY
11* May 2024

Stock and Bradley Gardening Club will be
holding their Annual Plant Sale at Bradley
Green Village Hall, Church Road, Bradley
Green on Saturday 11 May 2024 from
10.00am to 12 noon.

This event has become more and more
popular and successful over the years and is
an ideal opportunity to buy plants at very
competitive prices, all grown by the Club
members. In addition there will be two local
nurseries and a stall selling plant supports.

Make a note in your diary now !

SAVE THE DATE

FECKENHAM FLOWER AND GARDEN
FESTIVAL

Saturday 17*" and Sunday 18" May 2025,
1lam to S5pm.

After much deliberation, we are delighted to
announce that next year’s Flower and
Garden Festival is to take place over the
weekend of Saturday 17+ and Sunday 18«
May 2025.

As many of you will know, this triennial
Festival with numerous Open Gardens and a
Flower Festival in the Church raises funds for
the maintenance of our historic Parish
Church and Churchyard.

This is always a great fun event for the
village but requires many volunteers to help
with the event. Please get in touch if you
would be willing to help in any way.

Catherine Fisher
catherine.fisher@talk21.com



CHURCH SERVICES

PARISH CHURCH of ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST

Vicar: Fr Glenn Reading 01527 894436
vicar@feckenhamchurch.org.uk
Church Warden: Vacant
For Weddings, Baptisms & Funerals please contact Fr
Glenn
Website: www.feckenhamchurch.org.uk

Services for May 2024

5th May 10.30am Morning Prayer Rev Fiona Carter
12th May 9.00am BCP Communion Fr Glenn Reading

10.30am Family Service Rev Fiona Carter
19th May 6.30pm Evensong Rev Fiona Carter
26th May 10.30am Eucharist Fr Glenn Reading

Drop in (in church)
Wednesday at 10.30am - 12.00pm

8~ May and 22nd May

All are welcome (coffee and cake)

FECKENHAM ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
St John Fisher & Thomas More

Mass will not be held at St John Fisher and Thomas More until further notice.

Mount Carmel 6 pm Sunday Mass is now the Live Streamed Mass.

Link: www.eventcast.uk/live (Type the link into the browser)

Fr. Anthony Rohan, The Presbytery, Redditch. Tel 63096
Local contact: Phylis Mott, Feckenham. Tel 893898




Reverened Fiona Writes

We have had a busy time in Church with all
the Easter services, but it is settling down
back into our normal pattern now. We were
very privileged that the school came in to do
their Easter bonnet parade and they sang
some hymns Lord of the dance and Shalom.
Along with spring chicken and other poems
and songs. It was an absolute delight.
Spring is here. A time to spend with family
when we can get outside and be in the fresh
air and be able to go for walks or days out.
Spring is a time of new life and new
beginnings and new starts. And this is all
around us with spring lambs, chicks and
spring flowers. | am going to a farm with my
grandchildren this week and | am hoping |
can bottle feed a lamb. Last year we went to
a farm at Easter and paid to be able to
stroke a piglet but when it came to it they
didn’t really like it and made it quite clear.

I love all the spring flowers our
rhododendron is budding and everything is
shooting up it really is a beautiful time of
the year. But not only are all the flowers
springing up but also the weeds. It is not
surprising really with the amount of sun and
particularly all the rain we have had. So
hence the weeds are growing just as quickly.
And it makes me think about the parable of
wheat and the chaff. And how in Jesus’s
parable if you pulled up the weeds while the
wheat was growing then it would be
damaged because the weeds have much
stronger roots. So they have to grow
together. Then are separated once they are
grown. | know in early spring when we are
weeding in the garden, we often have a
discussion is this a weed or a plant and | am
sure some lovely plants have been weeded
up because we can't tell if they are a weed
or a plant. It was the same with the wheat
and the chaff in Biblical times it was very
hard to tell the difference.

We have two bank holidays this month. One

at the beginning of the month and the other
at the end. They are a time to rest and
recuperate. We may go away or we may stay
at home, it doesn’t really matter. Even Jesus
had to rest and go away to a quiet place by
himself there are many accounts in the
gospels where he needed to get away from
the crowds. He would go up a mountain to
be alone and sometimes the disciples would
go with him, but he did have the need to
retreat from the crowds and spend time
praying to the Father. We could take a leaf
out of his book and relax without feeling
guilty, we haven’t got to be doing things all
the time. | really do hope and pray you all
have blessed bank holidays this month and
are able to fully rest and recuperate.

God bless you all.

Rev’d Fiona



Feckenham Archive - Marion Chute

This month we have had a plea for help. The
following dropped into my email. My
knowledge of Feckenham families is very
limited. Is there anyone out there who can
help? If you know anything please contact
me in the first instance.

I am looking for the following information
and wondered if you could advise me as to
who | should be contacting or where | might
find the information.

John Sparry married Elizabeth Price on
20/04/1891 at Feckenham Parish Church,
entry no .318. The witnesses were John
Mason and Annie Price and the vicar’s name
was Marshall. | did take a photograph of
the church and the Old Vicarage.

John was a groom - where?

John’s father, John Sparry, was a labourer
and | wondered if | could find out where they
lived and worked for.

Elizabeth’s father, Thomas Price, was a baker
and, as above, | would like know where to
find the information.

Stop Press

It seems that there is an alternative solution
the the mystery house. A new informant
suggests that it looks like the Brook Inn at
Elcocks Brook. | can certainly see how it
could be? Many thanks to our detectives



WI Bike Night

Our April meeting was another active one,
designed to inform and inspire us ready for a
Summer of cycling. We are very grateful to
Feckenham residents Gilly Cooper for
coming to talk to us about her life-changing
ride from Lands End to John o’Groats, to
Sharon Lavin for taking us through her epic
ride across the length of Ireland for her
chosen charity BICA (Birmingham Irish Cycle
Appeal), to Gareth Somers for teaching us
bike-ability skills and giving us confidence on
the road, and to Doug Pinkerton of

Pinkerton Classic Cycles in Ham Green for
showing us how to care for our bikes and
keep them safe. We all learned loads, had a
lot of fun and came away thoroughly
inspired. We also wish Sharon all the very
best for her BICA ride this Summer as she
attempts to ride through all 32 Irish
counties, covering around 700 miles in less
than 10 days.

Our next meeting is on Monday 20™ May,
when we shall be going to Ipsley Alders
Marshes. We will be car sharing to get there,
leaving FeckenhamVillage Hall car park at
8pm prompt. We will then be holding our
AGM at The Oast House Pub. Wellies and a
change of shoes will be essential as it will be
very boggy.

Our subs are due by the end of April and it is
£48 to cover all 12 meetings. Guests are
more than welcome to attend any meeting
at a cost of £5 per meeting. For more details,

contact Jen Cary 07773 883039.

Charity Bike Ride for BCIA - Fundraising begins

Matt Clarke of the Rose and Crown and the
Lavin family of Moors Lane are doing a
massive Irish sponsored bike ride: a major
fundraising event cycling all 32 counties of
Ireland in July. This is a cycle of nearly 700
miles over a week cycling through all
counties and all weathers in All of Ireland as
part of BICA Birmingham Irish Cycling
Association raising money for local
charities. Helping people in need directly
where possible. Mel told us that Matt is only
a small cog in this very big wheel of cyclists
including all 5 of the Lavin Family,.

Sharon described her first long distance ride
at WI last week. She rode 100 miles per day
from south to north Ireland over a week as a
part of a group of 40 including her family. It
took lots of training and the logistics of

getting bikes to and from Ireland were
interesting.

Sharon said "Joining BICA as a new cyclist
has been a life-changing experience. The
welcoming community, supportive riders,
and shared sense of purpose have made my
first year unforgettable. I've grown as a
cyclist, found lifelong friends, and
discovered the joy of making a positive
impact. BICA is more than just a cycling
club—it's a family that I'm grateful to be a
part of."

There are two fundraisers for the charity. All
money going the charity as the cyclists pay
their own costs. Details in the What’s On
pages.
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Feckenham in Bloom - Gay Bligh

A Lot has Been Happening!

I hope you will agree that after two years in
existence Feckenham in Bloom (FIB) is now
making a difference to our lovely village.
The seven native trees planted along the
Winfield’s fence are starting to burst into
leaf and blossom. Many of you may not
know that the trees, planted in late 2022,
commemorate Queen Elizabeth II’s Platinum
Jubilee — a tree for each year of her reign.
The trees have been underplanted with
snowdrops and daffodils which will be
added to in the autumn; and a small plaque
will be mounted to explain the significance
of the trees. Together they will provide an
attractive entrance to our village.

FIB have now taken on the responsibility of
looking after the tubs at the ‘bus stop’ end
of the Square. During the last few months,
the tubs have provided a colourful and
attractive display of winter and spring
flowers. Similarly, the planters near the
Lygon Arms have brightened up the village
even on the gloomiest of days. As we move
into spring and summer the tubs and
planters will be rejuvenated with seasonal
plants. A big thank you must go to all the

wonderful volunteers in the village who
help with all the watering particularly
during the summer months.

And have you noticed the improvements to
the Pound? There has been a general tidy
up of the area and the two wild roses
planted against the wall will hopefully
bloom this year in time for the Wake. A
hundred narcissi Pheasant’s Eye have also
been planted along the wall and by the time
you read this they should be blooming.

After two years of jumping through various
hoops via Feckenham Parish Council,
Redditch Borough Council, Feckenham
Moated Manorial Site, and Historic England
for Scheduled Monument Consent we
finally have approval to install a bench at
the top of the Recreation Field. Jane Bull,
Clerk to the Parish Council, has worked
tirelessly to ensure that we have the bench
so please enjoy it! In the autumn we will be
planting bulbs in its vicinity. Thank you to
Feckenham Charity for funding this project.

Our current project is to improve the rather
unsightly approach to the Church. Whilst
we are unable to remedy the drainage
problems, we hope that we can at least
make the right -hand side of Church Walk a
bit more attractive; so, watch this space!

If you have any ideas for projects and/or
you would like to help with planting,
watering etc please do get in touch.

Gay Bligh
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Feckenham Village Shop - Alan Slater

VILLAGE SHOPS UNDER
THREAT

(but thank goodness not us!)

A couple of weeks ago there were some very
alarming reports in the national media
about how many village and community
shops are currently struggling to source
their product supplies. The problem is being
exacerbated by one of the largest
Wholesalers in the UK namely Bookers
whose parent company is Tesco. They are
being particularly unhelpful towards their
smaller rural customers i.e the village shops.
Apparently a change in policy has meant
that they are either refusing to deliver to
certain rural areas or have massively
increased their minimum order requirement
thus creating both a cash flow and product
storage issue for many smaller outlets. |
have to admit that | wasn't surprised to hear
the media reports because our Buying Team
encountered this exact problem two years
ago. We had been good customers of
Bookers since our shop opened but we were
told that they were no longer prepared to
deliver to Feckenham and that in future if
we wished to continue trading with them,

we would have to collect our orders from
their depot in Worcester. Needless to say
their decision came as a blow, however, our
resourceful Buyers quickly discovered an
alternative supplier who was prepared to
deliver into the 'wilds of Worcestershire'. It
appears that many of our colleagues
nationwide are not so fortunate.

We haven't completely stuck two fingers up
to Bookers aka Tesco, we still use them for
emergency top ups and a limited number of
stock items, but we have to undertake a 30
mile round trip for the privilege of trading
with them.

Sadly many village shops are not as
fortunate as ourselves and do not have the
number of willing volunteers able to make
collections or the benefit of choice of an
alternative supplier.

With a recently declared sixty billion pound
turnover and a record pre tax profit of over
two billion pounds, | suppose it's fanciful to
think that Tesco/Bookers will reconsider
their policy on small village shops. | just
hope that other wholesalers fill the gap in
the supply chain created by Bookers to
prevent the much valued, and for many
essential rural amenity of a Village Shop
does not go the same way as many country
pubs and disappears.

On a more positive note and underlining the
important role that a village shop plays
within a local community, I'm delighted to
report that we have sold almost £900 of
Margaret Greens knitted products in
support of Project Morogoro in East Africa.
A tremendous effort by Margaret and only
achieved by the magnificent support of our
customers. Thanks to everyone involved.
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... and so we start officially the first month
of the summer, a month to look ahead with
anticipation for the first real harvests of the
season.

I have found April and May to be the hardest
months to target with fresh veg from the
plot, a time when last year’s produce is all
finished and this year's is all getting going.
So early sown salad, young lettuce, rocket
and chard leaves making it onto the dinner
table at last are a welcome sight.

May is also a key month for planting out into
beds or into pots young seedlings
germinated during April.

This month I shall be planting out into
prepared beds any brassica, courgettes and
outdoor cucumbers, all of which | have been
bringing on in small pots. | shall be keeping
an eye on the weather for late frosts, not at
all unknown in this month, and shall cover
plants with fleece or glass protection if cold
weather looks likely. If a late frost does
come | protect young potato plants by
covering the row with straw.

Near the end of the month, after filling in
the compost trench | have been long
preparing for them, | plant out runner
beans, some seasons waiting till early June if
there has been a spell of late cold weather.
In the polytunnel | shall be transplanting
from trays and small pots, indoor
cucumbers,

tomatoes and

peppers. This

year | am

growing some

of my

tomatoes in

the ground (a

large fruiting

variety called

Big Daddy)

and some of

our usual

Money Maker

in large

compost bags

that | use flat

as grow bags. Cucumbers | am planting in
beds in the polytunnel ground fed with a
forked in layer of my own compost to which
| attribute last years crop of 46 cucumbers
off 3 plants.

I have taken to switching between produce
grown in pots or bags or in the ground so as
to keep crop rotation going each year in the
small indoor space so to avoid disease and
pests.

Whether in the ground or in grow bags | top
dress tomatoes and cucumbers periodically
throughout the season to keep them fed.
Also giving them the occasional dose of
diluted comfrey feed up until they begin
fruiting as it is full of nitrogen.

Peppers | plant into large pots filled with a
mix of good soil and compost.

Out on the plot, broad beans are well in
flower in fact they flowered early in the
warm wet weather and | was worried that it
was too soon for them but they have grown
on as they flowered and look like producing
a good crop. Garlic planted last November
looks thick stemmed and strong, still  am
wondering if there was enough of a frost
during last winter to allow them to split into
individual cloves.

Peas are finding their way up the rows of
netting | provided for them to climb. My
early planted out mange-tout | hope shall
flower before the end of the month for a
harvest in the first half of June. | feed peas
regularly with comfrey water.

Parsnips seem to be doing their usual "hard
to get" germination, | sow 2 or 3 times
during spring to ensure a crop next winter.
On the theme of winter crops, late last
month or early this month | prick out leek
seedlings from their seeding trays, potting
each leek into its own small pot to grow on.

Back into this evolving summer, in between
sowings and plantings as usual it's hoeing
and weeding, the one never ending summer
job.
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Rob Cole’s Gardening Tips

The Gardener's Lot

It's not easy being a gardener ! Although
most gardeners love what they do, they
must also bear the agonies of all the things
that are stacked against them.

Weeds are the first enemy to come to mind.
It is absolutely essential to keep on top of
weed control - if you don't, they spread
rapidly and it can be very difficult to regain
control. Some of the worst weeds are
Bittercress, Groundsel, Dandelion, Ground
Elder, Mare's Tail, Euphorbia, but there are
many, many more. If you have a lawn you
have another raft of weeds, especially
Clover, Daisies, Black Medick and moss. The
best advice is to eliminate the weeds whilst
they are still at the seedling stage, either by
pulling them out or by hoeing on a dry day
so that they wilt and die readily. The one
thing you musn't do is to allow them to go
to seed - the old adage about 'one years
seeding means seven years weeding' is only
too true.

Then you have insect pests ! Blackfly,
Greenfly, Whitefly, Red Spider, caterpillars,
weevils, Lily Beetle - the list is endless. As is
the list of diseases and other plant pests
ranging from moulds, fungus, black spot and
coral spot to eelworm, Narcissus Fly, Chafer
grubs, Sawfly, slugs, snails and a whole host
of others.

And just when you think you might be
nearing the stage of being in control, the
rabbits move in. Where do they come from,
and how do they know which are the most
expensive or best loved plants to comsume?
And how do they know that the delicious
lettuce and carrots in your rabbit trap are to
be avoided in favour of the ones on your
vegetable plot?

Deer have also become a problem recently,
especially muntjac. Their appetite is varied

and voracious, especially for recently
planted shrubs. They will also strip the bark
from established trees. Unfortunately, a
fence about eight feet high around the
whole of a garden is not a viable solution,
and we have trialled cheap smelly soap,
either hung on a nearby branch or shredded
around a new plant. We are told that it can
be quite effective but have yet to be
convinced.

Fortunately, the pleasures of gardening
always outweigh the problems and | cannot
imagine living without these overriding
pleasures.
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Stock and Bradley Gardening Club Report

STOCK AND BRADLEY GARDENING CLUB

Our 3+ April event was our Annual Bulb Show. 28 members attended and exhibited a wide
range of daffodils, tulips and floral arrangements - and we each judged the entries to
determine the winner in each of the nine classes. This event is also an opportunity to
socialise, and it has become a tradition that we each bring along a few nibbles to share.

NEXT CLUB EVENT - Wednesday 1+May 2024 at 7:30pm

Our next meeting is a talk by Philip Smith entitled ‘The Fragrant Garden', and Philip will
show us a wide range of plants which will bring a whole new scented dimension to our
gardens.

The subject for the monthly competition is ‘A scented flower or scented foliage'.

PLANT SALE - at Bradley Green Village Hall, Church Road, Bradley Green

Our annual Plant Sale will be held on Saturday 11th May 2024 from 10am to 12 noon so
make a note in your diary now! If you can donate plants to add to those grown by our
members, it would be greatly appreciated. There will also be two stalls run by professional
nurseries, and another selling plant supports. The event is an ideal opportunity to buy
excellent plants at keen prices and is open to EVERYONE, not just Club members. Spread
the word, and bring your friends.

There will be coffee and tea available, and home made cakes. There is no charge for entry,
but we do appreciate it if you buy a raffle ticket at the door.

Club meetings are normally held on the first Wednesday of each month at the Village Hall,
Church Road, Bradley Green starting at 7.30pm, and are free to members for an annual
subscription of £5.00 for 2024. Visitors are made very welcome and may attend for £3.00
per meeting.

If you require any further information, ring Rob Cole (Chairman) on 07544 832052.
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Feckenham Cricket Club

Bob Gordon

| am a little weary in having to refer to the wet weather but | have no option - there is next
to no chance of any cricket in April and mid-May is currently the most optimistic prediction
from the ground team.

In the meantime we continue to prepare and repair — for example, the shower area in the
home changing room is being refurbished. We are also trying to get the new boundary
board panels painted and assembled into fences, but this is a slow process as it is
incompatible with rain (oops, weather again).

So, let's imagine that this is a normal pre-season....

For the youngsters, we are offering a range of Junior Cricket for the 2024 season and are
running the following league teams in 2024:

U13 - Pairs (8 a side - Midweek matches)
U13-T20 (9 a side - Sunday mornings)

U14 -T20 (11 a side - Sunday mornings)

U15 - Hundred (11 a side - Midweek matches)

The U14 and U15 team are also entered into a Knockout Cup this season.

Once the outfield has dried out sufficiently Junior nets will take place on Friday evenings
from 6pm for U12-U15s and will run through to early September.

We are on the lookout for new players and anyone that would like to help with either Junior
Coaching, umpiring or scoring games. Please contact the club by email to
feckenhamcc@outlook.com or send a message on the club's Facebook page.

Ladies cricket - we had a ladies/girls softball team before Covid struck and would like to
revive this - if you are interested please get in touch.

Theoretically, our upcoming home fixtures are:

Sat. 4+ May 12:30 - Feckenham CC 2~ Xl v Ombersley CC- 3rd XI
Sun. 5» May 10:15 - Feckenham U14 v Himley (T20 match)

Tue. 7+ May 18:00 - Feckenham U13 v Alvechurch & Hopwood

Sat. 11~ May 12:30 - Feckenham CC 1« XI v Martley 1« XI

Sun 12~ May 10:00 - Feckenham U13 v Redditch (T20 match)

Tue 14+ May 18:00 - Feckenham U14 v Droitwich Spa (Knockout Cup)
Sat 18+ May 12:30 - Feckenham 2~ XI v Halesowen 4th XI

Mon 20~ May 18:00 - Feckenham U13 v Astwood Bank (Pairs match)
Tue 21« May 18:00 - Feckenham U15 v Avoncroft

Wed 22~ May 18:00 - Feckenham Ramblers v Five Ways

Sat 25+ May 12:30 - Feckenham 1+ XI v Brockhampton

Thu 30+ May 13:00 - Worcestershire Over 70s v Wales Over 70s

Sat 1« Jun 13:00 - Feckenham 1= XI v Himley 4+ XI
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