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Front Cover
Photo by Polly Natynczuk of a
cowslip in the meadows at
Rookery Cottage. The path
round the meadows is open
during May & June, see p5..

Production Team
Ian Bellion – What’s On

892130 whatson@feckenham.f9.co.uk
Adrienne Newland – Newshound

821760
Antonia Pulsford – Reviews

892268
Jo Warrilow – Ads, Mags by post

892059
Jane White – Letters, Reports etc.

893281 ejw55@hotmail.co.uk

Tues 1st 12.30am Lunch Club Village Hall,
Back Room

Wed 2nd 10.30am
- noon

“Drop in” for
coffee and a chat

Parish Church

Wed 2nd 7.30pm Stock& Bradley
Gardening Club

Bradley Village
Hall

Tues 8th 7.30pm Feck. Forest Hist. Webheath
Society Village Hall

Thur 10th 7.30pm Feckenham WI Village Hall
Back Room

Fri 11th 12-5pm Fundraising Sale
of Designer items

Honeysuckle
House, High St.

Wed 16th 10.30am
- noon

“Drop in” for
coffee and a chat

Parish Church

Sat 19th 10am-12 Plant Sale Bradley Village
Hall

Sat 19th 1-4pm Spring Fayre Feckenham
School

Wed 23rd 7.30pm “Much Ado about Village Hall
Wenlock”

Sat 26th 6.30-
7.30pm

FeckenOdeon
Showcase

Village Hall

Sat 26th 8pm Sherlock Holmes.
A Game of
Shadows

Village Hall

Sun 27th 2-5pm Open Garden Meadow Farm

Wed 30th 10.30am
- noon

“Drop in” for
coffee and a chat

Parish Church

MAY Diary

Are you looking for a 3-bed Cottage in the village,
or thinking of moving? I am looking for a 2-bed cottage -
would consider a possible swap. Please contact 07714209463
for a chat.

Personal Ads.

mailto:whatson@feckenham.f9.co.uk
mailto:	ejw55@hotmail.co.uk
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Readers and Intercessors

Sunday 6th 11.00am Sung Eucharist
Easter 5 Acts 8 : vs. 26- end Mark Wheatley

1 John ch 4 : vs. 7- end Ann Matthews
Intercessions Cyril Warrilow

Sunday 13th 8.0am Holy Communion
Easter 6 Pam Eaton

7.00pm Festival Service of Celebration

Sunday 20th 6.30pm Evensong
Easter 7 Acts 19: vs. 1-8 Alan Colley

John 17 : vs. 6-19 Clare Furey
Intercessions Jeff Matthews

Sunday 27th 11-00am Family Communion
Pentecost Acts 2 : vs. 1-21 Carol Price

Intercessions Ian Hunter

X Box Sunday School
Will be held in Church on Sunday 6th MAY. All children will be warmly welcomed.

Morning Fellowship
This lay led prayer service continues weekly on Wednesdays for 30 minutes in the Parish

church. All welcome.

Church Services
MAY

PARISH CHURCH
of ST. JOHN
THE BAPTIST

Priest-in-Charge: Canon John Green 01905 345242
Churchwarden: Ann Matthews 01527 892180
Associate Priest: Biddi Kings 01684 311922

Parish Office:  Tel: 01527 821826 email: bowbrookgroup@btinternet.com
Mon. Closed: Tues., Wed. & Thurs. 10am-1pm & 2-5pm: Fri. 10am- 1pm
at West End Office, Upper Berrow Farm, Feckenham, B96 6QS

Mass is celebrated every Sunday at 10.15am in the Church
Fr. Edward Clare, The Presbytery, Redditch. Tel. 01527 63096
Local contact—Phyllis Mott, Feckenham. Tel. 01527 893898

Feckenham Roman Catholic Church
St John Fisher & St. Thomas More

mailto:bowbrookgroup@btinternet.com
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New Babies
Baby George weighed in at 8lbs 9oz on 7th

March born to Louise and Nick of Vine
Cottage on the High Street.

Baby Heidi was born on 16th March to Ben
and Helena Hubbard of The Old House, High
Street.

Wedding
The marriage of Tom Barrett and Julia Keight
took place on Saturday 14th April in church
followed by a reception in a marquee at
Chessgrove. The Rev’d Sue Barrett officiated.
During the service the couple’s young son
Harry was dedicated. They live in Church Hill,
Redditch. Julia’ s grandparents live on
Droitwich Road

Newshound

Walking for Macmillan
On 5th May, a small group of people from
Feckenham will be walking 40 miles in one day
for Macmillan. We start at the Rose & Crown
at 7am and take a circular route, taking in 20
villages, returning to the Rose & Crown at
about 5pm. I am organising the event and the
walkers are colleagues •from work, and parents
from Feckenham First School.

This will be the third year we have walked 40
miles for charity and the last 2 years we raised
over £10k for Help for Heroes. This year we
aim to raise £5k for Macmillan and need your
help.

We really need sponsorship and a website has
been set up to make this easy

http://www.justgiving.com/feckenham-40

This is a gruelling challenge and we have walked
hundreds of miles training for the event which
will take 10 hours to complete.

Anyone interested in participating can contact
me on 01527 821045 (White Cottage, Church
Road, Bradley Green). Those who want to walk
but can't manage 40 miles are welcome to join
us for the last 10 miles at Inkberrow.

Sponsors Wanted

Easter Lilies
We would like to thank all those who donated
towards Easter Lilies, enabling us to continue
the tradition of remembering loved ones at this
time.

We are a strong group of 14 members who are
busy preparing for our “Flower Festival” to be
held in church on May 12 and 13th. Oour
theme is “With Hearts and Hands and
Voices” - the foundation of our church.

Jo & Marg (co-ordinators)

Church Flower Group
As featured on the cover, the footpath
around Rookery Cottage Meadows is
open in May & June. There is a notice
board inside the gate on the Droitwich
road (on the left going out of Feckenham
towards Hanbury). The meadows are
SSSI and have a huge variety of flowers
and grasses, the cowslips are looking very
pretty now. Unfortunately there is no
parking on site and dogs are not allowed.
For more information telephone Sally
Natynczuk on 821267.

http://www.justgiving.com/feckenham-40
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Feckenham Flower &
Garden Festival
12 & 13th May 2012

The arrangements for this year’s Festival
are progressing well and I am extremely

grateful to all those who have kindly
volunteered to participate, without whom this
kind of event could not take place. It is
possible that BBC Gardener’s World may be
filming in the village at some stage over the
weekend and we hope to have a large number
of visitors.

As usual all visitors will be directed to park in
the Festival Car Park at Dunstall Court, by
kind permission of Lionel Hill, where
admission stickers and a programme can be
purchased (for residents and disabled these
can be purchased at the Information Desk on
the Square).

Once again Feckenham Cricket Club have
kindly offered to provide parking facilities for
all residents of the Square, in order to keep it
as clear as possible - to provide access for our
visitors and the stallholders (plant sales,
garden accessories, Churchfield Ice Cream and
Feckenham History Society). During previous
Festivals residents have been most helpful in
this regard and it has proved to be a very
successful arrangement.

The WI would be most grateful to receive any
donations of cakes for their Village Hall Teas
(n.b. any nut ingredients should be labelled),
please contact Linda Harris on 892850.

There will be a Service of Celebration on
Sunday the 13th May at 7pm, in St. John the
Baptist Church to which everyone is most
welcome.

The P.C.C. are greatly appreciative of
everyone’s efforts for the Festival weekend
and would like to say ‘thank you’ to all those
who have helped or participated, by inviting
them for a glass of wine in the Church on
Monday the 14th May from 6.00p.m. The
Flower Festival will still be at its best and I
should be most grateful if any of our garden

openers, who are able to do so, would be so
kind as to allow those helpers and other
garden owners who were too busy to see the
gardens over the weekend, to visit on Monday
evening.

We are crossing our fingers for fine weather
and looking forward to a most enjoyable village
weekend.

Catherine Fisher

E: catherine.fisher@talk21.com

mailto:catherine.fisher@talk21.com


7

Thought for the
month

As I write this, a number of people from our
group of Parishes are preparing to travel to

Tanzania. They are visiting parts of the diocese
of Morogoru, with which Worcester diocese is
twinned. Having been to the area myself in
2010, I know that the trip will be challenging,
exciting, inspiring and educational. In the course
of my stay, I visited a secondary school. I
introduced myself to the students as a
secondary school teacher and offered to tell
them about my school in England. A student
raised his hand straight away and asked in
perfect, almost accentless English ‘But how
would that help me pass my exams?’

This was my first striking encounter with the
powerful focus, drive and ambition of these
students. They were already the elite, amongst
the few young people who stay in education
beyond the primary stage. (Secondary education
is only available to those who can pay the fees)
It was crystal clear to them that their education
gave them choices in life that the majority of
their peers did not have. They all wanted to be
doctors, engineers, lawyers – well qualified
professionals. And the majority of them wanted
to do it abroad.

Of course the teacher in me is delighted to see
these young people value education, but I also
found it quite sad that they saw education as a
route out of their own country. Education was
valued as a means to an end. The founding
president of Tanzania, Julius Nyerere, a pioneer
of adult education programmes, said ‘ Education
is something that all of us should continue to
acquire from the time we are born until the
time we die.‘

Education is important because it takes us
somewhere, but unless we want to stop
journeying, we should not stop finding ways to
continue our education. During March and April
we have been running a Lent course which has
helped us to continue to learn about prayer,
miracles and heaven. This experience falls
within a very generous definition of the word

education - a definition that encompasses
refreshing our own ideas, being challenged by
the ideas of others and articulating the ‘what
and why’ of the mental constructs we have in
the company of friends. It was a form of
education that gave something valuable to the
person that told me that their experience of
Holy Week had been dramatically more
positive this year, because they felt they had
grown and journeyed on in their faith. We
don’t need to wait until next Lent to educate
ourselves in our faith and share that experience:
we can read and talk to friends, question others
and follow up ideas that inspire at any time of
year. And because we can, perhaps we should.
I think Nyerere deserves the last word: ‘To live
is to learn: and to learn is to try to live better.’

Leading intercessions There is still time to sign
up for this workshop for anyone interested in
leading intercessions and for those who want to
refresh their skills. It’s on Wednesday 16th May
at 7.30pm at Wychbold church. Contact me
direct for more details. Please note the correct
postcode for the church is WR9 0BT.
Admission of churchwardens All wardens will
be admitted to office by the Archdeacon at a
service on Thursday 24th May at 7.45pm at St
John’s, Halesowen. Why not come and support
them at this occasion as they formally take up
office?
Celebration of Lay Ministry This year’s service
is on Tuesday 29th May at 7.30pm at
Himbleton church (WR9 7LG), when the preacher
will be the Bishop of Dudley. Authorised Lay
Ministers and Eucharistic Ministers are particularly
invited to renew their commitment to ministry,
but everyone is warmly invited to come and
celebrate the gifts we receive and share.
Bishop’s Certificate course Are you interested
in joining a Bishop’s Certificate course in the
deanery this autumn? Look out for details before
the summer holiday season or let me know if you’d
like me to send you details as soon as they are
available.
For more information please contact me on 01905
773134 or at sk.banyard@virgin.net.

S

Bowbrook Group

mailto:sk.banyard@virgin.net
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Is it just me?….
….. as I fail to understand the logic in the
argument that white “Estate Gates” will
“further raise the profile of the village”. Of
course we should all care “about speed
restriction and the upkeep of the village
environment” but will white “Estate Gates”
really help to achieve this? If you see white
gates will you automatically think about
speeding and the upkeep of the village?

The “Estate Gates” shown at Harvington may
look quite attractive but they are misleading as
far as the proposed positioning of “Estate
Gates” in Feckenham are concerned. My
understanding is that they will be plonked (I
think that is the technical term) on narrow
grass verges on the outskirts of the village close
to Yeates’ Acre, The Waldrons and on the
B4090 Droitwich Road well before the
Feckenham village sign.

In my view they will stick out like sore thumbs
along with all the other recent bollards,
excessive use of mph road signs and no speed
limit signs (would you believe on a narrow lane
where two cars cannot pass without driving on
the verges) that have been placed around the
village.

Our lovely village is being spoilt with street
furniture and an over use of road signs. Please
can we keep it looking like a rural village and
not some urban area littered with excessive
reading matter?

The term “Feckenham Improvement Group”
would appear to be an oxymoron and the
Feckenham Traffic Group would be more
useful looking at the parking in the High Street
which results in drivers having to negotiate the
High Street on the wrong side of the road
without the benefit of being able to see if
another vehicle is coming in the opposite
direction!

Is it just me?
Jackie Harrison
Berrow Hill

Letters

Have you ever thought of writing a book?
Not an international best seller getting

nominated for top awards, with subsequent film
rights. Maybe following the footsteps of your
own family generations and setting down a
record of social history in the process. That’s
exactly the route I’ve taken over the last few
years. I’ve quickly learned to dig out a rich mix
of social conditions, tragedy, endeavour,
achievement, humour and faith. As a story
unfolds onto your screen you develop a deep
affinity with those of long ago. You become
more tolerant of your contemporaries and
more understanding of your family. Your
desire for the success of family youngsters,
besides their fulfilment in life, wills you to
somehow transfer to them just a little of the
experience you have struggled to gain over
decades.

It seems to me that everyone who has lived a
busy and fulfilling life has given their time and
strength unconditionally to others. Maybe in
the twenty first century many of us spend too
much time being mercenary, thereby closing
ourselves up to greater satisfaction in life.

As my book goes to print, have I left enough
time on my canvas to benefit from my
extraordinary experience? Have I done enough
with my life to have someone include me in
their book? I suppose only time will tell!

I do know however, that the experience has
been well worth the slog. I’m now very proud
of my roots. I fully recommend you set aside,
perhaps not the number of years it has taken
me, but a year or so to research and write your
family story.

Cyril

Writing a
Book
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WHAT’S ON IN FECKENHAM

Tickets: £8 (Adults), £5 (under 14s)
Book online at www.ticketsource.co.uk/feckenham

Wednesday, 23rd May - 7.30pm“A theatrical tale of Olympian feats…it’s a winner!”

WENLOCK
MUCH ADO ABOUT

11

Sale of DESIGNER CLOTHES
& ACCESSORIES

Friday, May 11th - 12 to 5pm
Honeysuckle House, 33 High Street

Proceeds to THE WOODLAND TRUST

Feckenham First School
Spring Fayre

Saturday, 19th May - 1pm to 4pm
at The School

Stalls - Games - races

Feckenham Forest History Society

The Story of Avoncroft
Tuesday, 8th May - 7.30pm
Webheath Village Hall

FECKENHAM WI
Feckenham Village Hall

Thursday, 10th May  - 7.30pm
Drilling, Filling & Pulling in Kenya

With Jan Denning

http://www.ticketsource.co.uk/feckenham
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WHAT’S ON IN FECKENHAM

Summer Showcase

SATURDAY
26TH MAY

at 8PM

The FeckenOdeon Cinema at Feckenham Village Hall
Tickets for all shows from The Rose & Crown and Village Shop

Telephone Booking 0844 8700 887* -
Online Booking* and full information at

www.feckenodeon.co.uk
* Booking Fee applies to Phone and Online Bookings

SHERLOCK HOLMES
A GAME OF SHADOWS

Join us BEFORE THE SHOW to find out how our cinema
works and what we’re planning for our next season. Visit
the projection room or just drop in for a drink and a chat.

Doors open 6.30pm

ROBERT DOWNEY JR & JUDE LAW in

Sunday, 27th May - 2pm to 5pm
Teas & Plant sale

Proceeds to Feckenham Flower
Show & Over 60s Party Fund

Veg, Flowers & The Media
Wednesday, 2nd May- 7.30pm

           Stock & Bradley GARDENING CLUB

Visit to Hanbury Hall
Wednesday, 16th May - 6.30pm

Annual Plant Sale
Saturday, 19th May- 10am to 12noon

Bradley Green Village Hall - Call 821156 for details

in the garden of The Priory,
Alcester Road

by kind permission of Mrs Jane
Bird.

Tickets £8.00 from Ann
Matthews, Jane Bird or the

Village Shop.
Proceeds to Feckenham Church

and Air Ambulance.

Meets on 16th May at 7.45 - details 892285
This Month’s Book:

The Search by Maureen Myant
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NOT THE OL*MP*C GAMES
The commercial interests involved with a
certain large sporting event taking place this
summer have imposed copyright rules so strict
that we’re having to defy the Official Secrets
Act to tell you about the next Shindig show.
Vamos Theatre, in association with The
Everyman Theatre, Cheltenham, presents its
new production, “Much Ado About
Wenlock”, a play about health, sports, a
reforming doctor, and a runaway chicken! The
show comes to Feckenham Village Hall on
Wednesday, 23rd May - the starting gun will
be fired at 7.30pm. Vamos is a professional
touring company based in Worcester and this
show is part of a national tour taking in over
200 venues throughout the UK as part of the
Ol*mp*c Arts Festival.
In 1850, the Shropshire market town of Much
Wenlock hosted its very own ‘Olympian
Games’, an inspiration for the modern Games.
This comic production celebrates the Games’
unlikely UK roots. It has to be said that the
Wenlock event bore little resemblance to the
current spectacle which, we’re given to
understand, does not feature an Egg and Spoon
race.
This is a gloriously funny show, with original
music and dance - Much Ado About Wenlock
is an adventure for audiences from 8 to 108!
By a happy co-incidence the show comes to
Feckenham on the very day that the Ol*mp*c
Torch arrives in Worcestershire (but we’re
not allowed to tell you that).
Tickets £8 for adults, £5 for under 14s are
available from The Village Shop and The Rose
& Crown or by phone on 0844 884 2920.
You can also book online at
www.ticketsource.co.uk/feckenham

MEADOW FARM GARDEN, FECKENHAM
Sunday 27th May 2012, 2.00pm - 5.00pm

Rob and Diane Cole are opening their garden
to raise funds for the Feckenham Flower Show
and Over 60's Party Fund.

The 1 acre garden has been created by Rob and
Diane since 1999, and is now a destination for
garden lovers from all over the country. The
garden was featured in the November 2010
issue of 'The English Garden' magazine, and in
the July 2011 issue of the Royal Horticultural
Society journal 'The Garden'.

Meadow Farm Garden is at 33 Droitwich Road.
Parking will be in the field next to 37 Droitwich
Road, by kind permission of Andrew and Cathy
Fisher. If you are coming from the village, the
walk is easy, and helps keep the car parking
available for those coming from further afield.
Sorry, but no dogs, please.

Entry to the garden will be £3.00, and free for
children under 12. Teas will be available
throughout the afternoon, and there will be
plants for sale, too.

With the exception of the plant sales, all
proceeds from the event will go to the
Feckenham Flower Show and Over 60's Party
Fund.

Feckenham Flower
Show & Over 60’s Party
Fund

Village Hall
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The FeckenOdeon
Cinema Society
EARLY EVENING INVITATION
Your very own community cinema would like
to invite you to pop round on Saturday, 26th
May from 6.30pm to 7.30pm for our
FeckenOdeon Showcase. You can explore
our facilities, peer at our projectors, find out
how we do things… or just enjoy a drink (our
bar will be open), a nibble and a natter. If
you’ve never been to a FeckenOdeon show
we’ll be delighted to show you what you’re
missing and if you’re a regular filmgoer you can
catch up on what’s coming soon. We’ll show
you a few snippets on the giant screen to whet
your appetite for forthcoming attractions.
There’ll be no charge for admission for this
hour… but, of course, we’ll be hoping you’ll
want to stay for our special Showcase Film
which follows at 8pm……

INDIANA HOLMES
Summer’s almost here (allegedly) so the
FeckenOdeon has decided to let its hair down
for its Showcase Film. “Sherlock Holmes. A
Game of Shadows” is firmly rooted in the
Victorian era (unlike the recent TV series) but it
isn’t exactly an exercise in calm, logical
detection either. Indiana Jones meets Sherlock
Holmes goes some way to describing it - and
great fun it is too. Dr Watson (Jude Law) has
just got married when Sherlock Holmes (Robert
Downey Jr) throws his new bride off a moving
train. Watson, stalwart fellow that he is, just
sighs and gets on with the business of catching
Professor Moriarty and stopping the First
World War from happening a few years too
soon. There are moments of breathtaking
suspense, fantastic spectacle and a good many
jolly japes. An ideal showcase for The

FeckenOdeon’s fantastic High Definition Digital
projection and a jolly way to enjoy a Saturday
night before the British Summer gets us all in its
damp clutches.

Sherlock Holmes. A Game of Shadows
8pm on Saturday, 26th May
Bargain Showcase Prices - £4
FeckenOdeon Members - £3

Later in the summer: Friday, 13th July at 8pm
Daniel Radcliffe proves he’s not just a pretty
wizard in “The Woman in Black”. She’s
behind you!

COME ON IN… Why not dive right in
and join The FeckenOdeon for its 12th Season
which starts in September. There are eight
great shows included in the subscription and
this is the line up:
29th Sept The Best Exotic Marigold Hotel
27th Oct The Maltese Falcon
24th Nov The Artist
29th Dec Charade + The Plank
26th Jan My Week with Marilyn
23rd Feb Close Encounters of the 3rd Kind
23rd Mar Planes Trains & Automobiles

+ Barnacle Bill
27th Apr Lawrence of Arabia
Membership costs just £26 for 7 shows (not
including Dec 29th) or £30 for all 8. In addition
our members get discounts and priority
booking for shows in FeckenOdeon 2, matinees
and all other extra shows. You can join using
the form on leaflets available from The Village
Hall, The Rose and Crown and The Village
Shop - OR online at www.feckenodeon.co.uk
OR by phone on 0844 8700 887

Tickets for these shows are on sale at
The Village Shop and The Rose & Crown

By phone on 0844 8700 887
or you can book online at:

www.feckenodeon.co.uk

http://www.feckenodeon.co.uk
http://www.feckenodeon.co.uk
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Do you remember milk shakes?
They were certainly part of my youth. My
recollection was being treated to them on
holiday, on some breezy sea front facing the
North Sea. Well I along with the rest of you
can relive those memories at the shop, as we
have just taken delivery of a milk shake maker.
By the time you will be reading this, we will
have had it for about three weeks – long
enough to learn how to use it. It means we can
serve both milk shakes and fruit smoothies.
Why not come and try them. Milk shakes will
initially be in three flavours, strawberry, banana
and chocolate. And for May, will be at a special
introductory price of £1.25 for a small one and
£1.75 for a large one.

The return of the cream tea - scone,
clotted cream and jam (as last year) for just
£1.99. Quite amazing value, so come on down
on one of those warm May afternoons and
treat yourself.

As announced last month, we can confirm the
shop will be open extended hours during
the Garden Festival. Times on Saturday are
9 to 5 and extended hours on Sunday of 10 to
4. We will be serving strawberries and cream
and Pimms as specials treats.

The recent analysis of an average shopping
basket, that we featured in an earlier magazine
(and can now be found on the website
www.feckenhamshop. co.uk) didn’t include a
selection of organic vegetables. There was
good reason for doing that – it’s not everyone’s
idea of everyday purchase, so in consequence,
we weren’t able to say how much cheaper they
are than the supermarkets generally. Because
we get them straight from the local farms (also
reducing the food miles) we are able to
purchase them cost effectively and pass those
savings on. So if you’ve not checked us out for
local, organic, fresh veg. then come on down.

Other new products to look out for:

Village Shop · Baked potatoes with fillings to be sold from
chiller and deli. You can buy them cold
or microwaved. Made in Tenbury Wells.

· Bertilin cheese for cheese deli.

· Wild Water, children’s flavoured water.

· Corkers crisps – a new range of interesting
crisps

· A range of Cartmel puddings.

· A new range of teas and novelty
containers.

· Fudge Kitchen, range of luxury fudges and
dessert sauces.

We are still on the look out for volunteers. If
you can offer a couple of hours, perhaps every
other week if weekly is too much, then we
would like to hear from you. Contact the shop
for further details – 894475.

Kick start the weekend with an evening of
music from the Alcester Victoria Silver
band, and cheese and wine in the garden of
The Priory at 6.30pm on Saturday 2nd June.
tickets £8.00.

Sunday 3rd June at 11.00 a service in church
to celebrate the Queen’s Golden Jubilee and at
3pm the church bells will ring out once
again, along with others all around the country,
to coincide with the Queen’s progress down
the Thames.

Monday 4th June at 5.30pm there will be a
BBQ on the Square. Bring your own stuff to
cook we will provide the BBQs, salads and a
bar and you bring the rest! The Square will be
suitably decorated and hopefully there will be
music. Children’s fancy dress on the theme
of Royalty will be judged at 6.00pm.

There will also be a competition for “The
Best Dressed Door or Gate” from 1st -5th of
June, let your imagination run riot!

2nd-4th June Jubilee
Celebrations

http://www.feckenhamshop. co.uk
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Feckenham First
School

If you’re reading this in Feckenham News, the
likelihood is that you attended, know

someone who has or know someone who will
attend our lovely village school.

On Saturday 19th May (1-4pm) we are
holding our Spring Fayre and hope that
you will come and help to make it great
afternoon!
We have all sorts of fun planned, from stalls
and games (some run by the children…..!), to
races, activities and face painting. We will be
using all the grounds of the school, so there
will be plenty of space for running around.
Plus we will have food in our very own FFS
Café, and drinks- some for children, some for
adults!- to keep us refreshed throughout the
afternoon.
All funds raised will be put to good use in
improving the outside space at school, helping
the children to appreciate the wonderful
environment we live in.
So please, come and join us at FFS for a fun-
packed and memorable afternoon!
www.feckenhamfirst.com/welcome/welcome

Art Society

Worcestershire Arts Trail.
2011 saw the highly successful inaugural
Worcestershire Arts Trail in which over 50
Worcestershire artists and craftsmen exhibited
and demonstrated in a variety of venues over
the May Bank Holiday weekend.
As part of this year’s event Feckenham artist Ian
Ridley will be exhibiting in the Village Hall from
Sat June 2nd to Monday June 4th incl. Many of
you will have seen Ian’s work at the Jinney Ring
Centre, Astwood Galleries and exhibitions in
Feckenham over the last few years; others may
recognise his name as the artist of last year’s
Feckenham Christmas card. He hopes that you
will be able to support the event by dropping in
for a look and a chat over the weekend.
Further details of the event can be found at
www.worcsartstrail.org and from Ian’s website,
www.ianridleywatercolours.co.uk

Thanks

Thank you to all those who supported the
our recent coffee morning for the Berega

Hospital, Tanzania, over £500 was raised. The
money will be used to purchase medical
supplies. By the time that you read this a group
of 10 will have been out to the hospital to see
for ourselves what difficulties they are facing.
We will let you know how we got on.

http://www.feckenhamfirst.com/welcome/welcome
http://www.worcsartstrail.org
http://www.ianridleywatercolours.co.uk
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Experiences and qualifications for life
During the last few weeks a number of staff have
been involved in preparing parts of the school for
new activities and resources which will give the
pupils new and different opportunities that are
unique to us. Ridgeway Middle School is
constantly looking for ways to engage, challenge
and encourage pupils in activities and opportunities
that will give those experiences and qualifications
for life.

The school has recently set up two new initiatives.

Pigs at school - As from April, the school will
have pigs. Pupils and staff will feed, look after and
rear the piglets. The learning links for the pupils
are plenty, ranging from science, animal husbandry,
and ethics to simply mucking out! Pupils and staff
will have the opportunities to learn and work
together raising the pigs ready for the next stage.

A Middle School offering Qualifications -
The school has recently been successfully
approved to deliver Public Examinations. This
means that pupils will be able to sit Functional
Skills Level 1 and level 2 (GCSE A*-G) in English,
Maths and ICT as well as the Foundation
Certificate in Secondary Education (French). This
will equip pupils with useful and sought after
qualifications as they leave Ridgeway that will be
sought after and respected by High Schools and
employers alike!

All the staff and pupils are excited by these two
developments and look forward to reaping the
rewards of the experiences and qualifications for
life on offer at Ridgeway Middle School.

Mike Bennett Head Teacher

Ridgeway Middle School Feckenham

Hello to everybody from Feckenham Cricket
Club.

As I'm sure most of you are aware, we have
carried out a major ‘refurbishment’ to the
clubhouse, prior to the start of the season and
everyone who has been down is extremely
impressed! It really has made an incredible
difference and with our beautiful setting, is well
worth a visit. So we cordially invite you to come
and have a look, sample our real ales, lagers,
Guinness and wines in our new ambient
surroundings! We are also well on the way to
completing our outside extension, incorporating
a decked patio, which will allow you to watch
the cricket, whilst quenching your thirst, on a
glorious hot weekend this summer!
The cricket league starts on Saturday 21st April
and we will be fielding two teams this season.
We will also be hosting several County junior 8:
senior matches and are proud to have the
England Blind Cricket Association at Feckenham
on Sunday 3rd and Tuesday 5th June. Why not
join us on one or both of these dates.
Matt and Jane are running the club for us and
have already taken bookings for Christenings, so
would welcome any enquiries you may have
regarding private functions. You can contact
Matt on 07766396337
Hope to see you at Feckenhan Cricket Club.
Keith Henning, Chairman.

Fixtures at Feckenham in May 2012:
Sat 5th Feckenham 2nd XI v Netherton
Sat 12th Feckenham 1st XI v Rushwick
Sat 19th Feckenham 2nd XI v Cookley
Sat 26th Feckenham 1st XI v Enville
Notable Fixtures at Feckenham this year:
Sun 3rd June England Blind Cricket Team
Tue 5th June England Blind Cricket Team
Sun 17th June Worcs. Under 15 Cup final
Tue 26th June Worcestershire Over 60s

v Derbyshire Over 60s
Tues 14th Aug Worcestershire Over 70s v

Norfolk & Suffolk Over 70s

Cricket Club
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Stock & Bradley
Gardening Club

Wednesday 2nd May 2012, we will
welcome Terry Walton who will speak about
'Vegetables, Flowers, and the Media'. Terry has
worked with Richard Fishbourne of Wiggly
Wigglers fame, and is well known as the
vegetable growing specialist on the Jeremy Vine
Show on BBC Radio 2.

INVITATION TO HANBURY HALL -
Wednesday 16th May 2012 at 6.30pm

Neil Cook, the Gardens and Park Manager at
Hanbury Hall, has invited all our Gardening
Club members to a tour of Hanbury Hall on
Wednesday 16th May 2012 starting at 6.30pm
in the Car Park, and finishing with a cup of
tea/coffee in the Walled Garden.

PLANT SALE Saturday 19 May 2012 -
10.00pm - 12.00 noon at the Village Hall,
Church Road, Bradley Green. Plants grown by
members will be for sale, and two specialist
local nurseries will also be in attendance with
an interesting range of plants. The event is an
ideal opportunity to buy excellent plants at
keen prices and is open to everyone.
All club meetings are held on the first Wednesday of each
month at the Village Hall, Church Road, Bradley Green
starting at 7.30pm, and are free to members for an
annual subscription of £10.00. Visitors are made very
welcome and may attend for £3.00 per meeting. If you
require any further information, ring Jan Bates on 01386
792414 or Rob Cole on 01527 821156.

At our April meeting we discussed plans for
the light lunches and teas we are

producing for the Flower and Garden Festival
this month, a very busy weekend. We then
welcomed Angela Hugman who talked to us
about Osteoporosis and how to avoid it. In
summary keep calcium and vitamin D levels up,
exercise and take all precautions to avoid falls -
good lighting - correct spectacles - sensible
shoes....

This month our meeting is on 10th May. We
shall be discussing the National Resolution
about the shortage of midwives, and Jan
Denning who was to have visited us in
February will talk on “Drilling, Filling &
Pulling for Kenya”  Visitors welcome £3.

Any offers of cake baking or help over
the Festival weekend would be greatly
appreciated. Please ring Linda Harris
892850.

Feckenham W.I.

The branch meets on the first Tuesday of each
month at 8pm at The Wheelbarrow & Castle,
Radford. This is an open meeting, all interested
persons are welcome. The chat is good and the
bar is open.
EVENTS FOR 2012
9th June - Cheese & Wine Evening at The
Poplars, Radford.
13th September - Day out at the National
Memorial Arboretum at Alrewas.
Contact Roger Hunt 01527 853116 for details
and tickets for any of the above.
ARCHIVE - the Branch produces a quarterly
News Sheet, and there is an ongoing archive.
This can be viewed on open days. Items of in-
terest, both old and new can be sent to Major
Davidson, Branch President, 01386 792772.

Rous Lench & Inkberrow
Royal British Legion inc.
Feckenham
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