


An Independent Family Owned Funeral Directors

Family owned funeral homes in Redditch, Bromsgrove,
Wythall & Alvechurch. We provide a friendly,
dignified service paying special attention to detail.

REDDITCH =
01527 547777 s
BROMSGROVE

01527 831700

WYTHALL
01564 822001

ALVECHURCH
- 0[2[ 445 5422 -

Tapcasti

COMPUTER SERVICES

Tapcast is a family business, based in
Inkberrow, with over 20 years
experience, supporting computer
systems in businesses and homes

For: Computers, Laptops, Networking, Broadband, Email,
Upgrades, Repairs, Support and more

web: www.tapcast.co.uk  tel: 01386 792196

email: jane.neali@tapcast.co.uk

ANDREW SMITH
CHIMNEY SWEEP

Traditional and Power Sweeping
Clean, reliable and fully insured
smoke test, CCTV and certificates.
Evening and weekend appointments

also available Member of the

Institute of Chimney
Sweeps

Based locally in Inkberrow
Phone: 01386 793248
Mobile: 07789 721303
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* MEMORIALS -

» Additional Inscriptions
& Renovations

All work is to the Highest Standard

Burcot Forge, Unit 4, 338 Alcester Road,
Burcot, Nr Bromsgrove B60 1HH
Tel: (01527) 876200 Mobile 07710 976744

T
COLOR CODE MOTORS

ACCIDENT & REPAIR SPECIALIST
COLOUR MATCHING 100% GUARANTEED
LOW BAKE OVEN

FIBREGLASS & RESORATION WORK
FLEET & COMMERCIAL REPAIRS

LEE HALL-ANNISON

UnitA, Green Lane, The Slough, Studey, Warks. B80 7EY

TELEPHONE: 01527 854155

As Time Goes By

YOUR LOCAL FAMILY RUN
MEMORIAL SUPPLIER

Head Stones, Cremation Tablets,
Additional Inscriptions and
Renovation Work

Please call 01527 550505

To arrange a home visit or to find ouf our
opening times
Unit 5, Dunlop Road, Hunt End Industrial Estate
Redditch B97 5XP

“MEMORIALS THAT REFLECT A LIFETIME”

Beaut
Ey Flizabeth

Skin Therapist

"

Flexible appointment
fimes available

Telephone: 01527 822698
Mobile: 07890 978059

.
Beauty therapy, bio sculpture, massage,
facials, gel nails, waxing, eyelash finting,
manicure, pedicure and many more!



Feckenham News in March

Editor’s Note
Hello everyone,

We are delighted to introduce Gilly Cooper as our new Editor. Gilly
and | have co-edited this issue, and she will take over fully from
April onwards. Gilly will be available on feckenhamnews@gmail.com
from the beginning of March.

Taking on the editorial role for these past few months has been a
wonderful and unique experience, and one that | will miss. It’s time
for me to complete my sixth form studies, in whatever form that
might take!

| would like to thank each person who helps to produce and
distribute the magazine for their help and encouragement. Finally, |
hope Gilly will enjoy editing as much as | have.

Sasha

Dates for March

Book Club [ 1th
Mothering Sunday [4th
Deadline for The Village Shop 3lst

Lent - Night Prayer - Monday nights - 8.45pm

Does anyone have a reel-to-reel tape recorder | could borrow to
play some old family tapes?

If so, please contact Arthur Hind: arthur7.hind@btinternet.com
07802775509

Production Team

lan Bellion - What’s On whatson@feckenham.f9.co.uk

892130
jen@?28highstreet.co.uk
892059
fnadvertising@btinternet.com
feckenhamnews@gmail.com

Jen Cary - Newshound

Jo Warrilow - Distribution
Mary Smith - Advertising
Gilly Cooper - Editor
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Front Cover

Spring time on the Square.
Photograph taken by Arthur
Hind in 2007.

Magazine online at
www.feckenham.com

Many articles in Feckenham
News are contributed by
members of the public. They
remain the responsibility of
the writers and neither the
production team nor the
publishers can be held
responsible for the views and
assertions contained therein.




March Church Services

PARISH CHURCH of ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST

Priest-in-charge: Rev Wyn Beynon 07595313035

Church Warden: Ann Mathews 892180

Please contact Wyn for Weddings, Baptisms & Funerals at wynbeynon@gmail.com or Ann
at ann@the-madison-group.co.uk

Church Website: achurchnearyou.com/church/18729 Email: info@feckenhamchurch.org.uk
Wychbrook Website: http://www.wychebrook.co.uk

There will be a service on zoom every Sunday at 11.00am. Please phone

Ann Matthews for details 892180 or e-mail ann@the-madison-group.co.uk for tti'l. I _ul ; .
the link to join. ¢ I

Due to the ongoing pandemic we are still not able to say whether there will be m
any services in church in March. Up-to-date information can be found on the

church noticeboard at the end of Church Walk and on the church website
www.achurchnearyou.com/church/18729

If you would like to be kept up to date on events in the church and would like to
join our email mailing list please send your details to jeff@the-madison-
group.co.uk 1

oo
Do

FECKENHAM ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
St John Fisher & Thomas More

There is a live-streamed Mass on Sundays at 4.30pm. Fr.Tony T
Rohan will officiate. The link is: www.eventcast.uk/live Q
Note: Type the link into your browser on your computer. Do &

not use a search engine.

Fr.Anthony Rohan,The Presbytery, Redditch.Tel 63096
Local contact: Phylis Mott, Feckenham.Tel 893898



_H-;anﬂﬁ. Lent

As we shall be unable to meet ‘face to face’ for our usual ecumenical Lent Course, our
journey through Lent this year will look and feel rather different.

As part of our Lenten discipline this year, | am offering the opportunity for us to come
together each Monday evening throughout the 6 weeks of Lent within the context of Night
Prayer (Compline) for a short Lenten Reading and Reflection.

beginning
Monday, 22nd February 2021

our service will start at the usual time
8.45pm for 9.00pm

and we will finish at around 9.30pm.

In addition, suggestions for further reflection and prayers will be circulated for each of the
6 weeks throughout the season of Lent & Holy Week.

If you would like to be part of this Lenten journey, please contact

Revd Barbara Wheatley
barbarawheatley@btinternet.com
01527 892969

Church Flower Group - Margaret Perry

Easter Sunday is on the 4th April this year and at the present time it is unknown whether a service in
church will take place.

Nevertheless the flower group ladies will ensure a display of lilies will be put in the porch in memory
of loved ones.

Should anyone require any information please telephone either Ann on 892180 or Margaret on
544440.

Margaret and Marg.



ohn and Debbie Watton and their two Curly

Coated Retrievers moved into the village in

November last year. John (44) is from Studley
and we believe many of his distant relatives are
buried in the churchyard here in Feckenham.
One of his family members is currently working
on the family tree, so we will hopefully find out
one day. His wife Debbie (53) is from
Kidderminster.

“We used to live in Feckenham at number 12,
but after 5 years, in 2013, decided to sell up and
follow our dream to Cornwall. Sadly, it didn’t
quite work out as Cornwall is not great for
logistics when running your own business. We
are online retailers and have run our own
business for some 15 years. So, with a heavy
heart we came back to the Midlands settling at
first in Hanbury, but Feckenham kept calling to
us! And now we are back in the village, two
doors up from where we left off. Hopefully this
will be our forever home and village. Looking
forward to meeting everyone properly when
we finally can.”

“A little belated but massive hello from Kay
Ramsden and Carl and Tom Butler and little 5
year old Daisy who all moved into Saltway Barn
in October. Kay is a Key Account Manager (in
sales) and in my mid 30s. Carl is a Technical
Manager in his 40s and Tom is currently
finishing his A-levels and will apparently be an
adult in the Summer!!!

We've recently been lucky to move from
Hanbury to the lovely village of Feckenham
where we’ve always wanted to live and we have
been made to feel so welcome and really love
living here.

You will find us walking our bull terrier Daisy
who is a little nervous with other dogs and can
be grumpy but absolutely loves people.

We can’t wait to meet everyone for a drink in
the local pubs and join in the activities when it
is safe to do so.”
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Litter picking

pack of soggy sandwiches, one glove, cans

and drinks bottles, sweet wrappers, a pile
of cigarette butts and face masks: just a few of
the articles you might nd as you walk our local
roads while the footpaths are muddy after all
the rain and melting snow.

Our neighbours, Phylis and Michael Mott, were
disappointed to see the hedgerows and ditches
at the sides of the roads around the village so
littered. | met them one day coming home
holding their litter picking sticks and dressed in
high viz gilets. We got talking, from a distance of
course, and they told me that they had noticed
more and more litter on the verges and decided
to do something about it before the spring
when vegetation grows over the mess. They
have dealt with Swansbrook Lane, Rockhill Lane
and the Saltway from Alcester into the village. At

rst they would take one bin bag but that’s
often not enough, so they Il a few bags when
walking and then return with the car to bring it
home to be collected when the bin lorry comes
round. Other residents have also been tidying
up. Peter Teisen has concentrated on Flying
Horse Lane and tells me he has been doing this
for a few years noticing an increase since the
pandemic struck, and Steve Bennett posted a
picture of his car full of rubbish on our
Facebook page.

All this begs some questions: Is there more
rubbish due to lockdown or are we noticing
what was already there! Who is leaving the
mess and can they be discouraged from doing
this?

I’'m not sure we can answer all these questions
but we can, like Phylis and Michael, do
something about it. | hear that some villages
have an annual working party who do big
cleanup. Obviously we couldn’t work together
but | wonder if anyone would like to coordinate
a litter-pick and assign small sections to
volunteers as a one off task or to be taken on
for a longer term.

Anyone interested, please contact Gilly Cooper
feckenhamnews@gmail.com



Thought for the Month

Rev.Wyn Beynon

Dear Friends,

One of the oddest things | see on the internet
news sites is an invitation to let the editors
know what | think about the Covi-19 vaccines.
| have no idea what that could possibly mean
as I'm not medically trained.

| am grateful that there are scientists and
medical staff who understand how these things
work. 'm grown up enough to know that
nothing is, or can be, 100% perfect. But | trust
science enough to accept that the vaccines
offer the human race the best way out of
pandemics; this one in particular; and other
diseases in general.

Yet the need for “balance” in news means that,
no matter what the subject, someone with the
opposite point of view must be given their
share of coverage. I'm told this is democracy.
Well, yes, | get that. Up to a point.

The trouble is viruses are not respectors of
democracy.Vaccines work whether you believe
in them or not. These are not matters of
opinion. They are simply, rough and ready,
everyday facts.

Now, there are nuances of opinion within
scientific communities, and sometimes large
disagreements. But the overwhelming evidence
is that vaccines are effective and safe. It’s
demonstrable time and time again in research.
Yet we still have to give space to the doubters,
the flat earthers, the evolution deniers and the
conspiracy theorists as though their points of
view are equally valid. But they are not. The
earth is not flat. God did not create the
universe in 7 successive 24 hour days. (The
Bible doesn’t say so, in any case!) Conspiracy
theorists are sad people with a dis-eased view
of the world. Yet we have to report them as
though their views are a valid alternative to
reality. But they are not.

In the Church we have the same sort of
people who take conservative views on
everything, seeing science and rational thinking

as enemies. They were the ones who wanted
to keep slavery, deny women the vote and any
place in ministry, insisting that men have
authority over women, refused to accept the
evolutionary hypothesis, wouldn’t allow
contraception, remarriage of divorced people
and refused point-blank to understand same
sex relationships.

Jesus met equivalent people 2000 years ago.
He called them “whitewashed tombs” and
refused to give them any credence. Now
there’s a thought for Lent!

Best wishes,
Wyn

Elizabeth Nixon

June 10th 1921 to December 314 2020

Those of you who remember Elizabeth Nixon
will be sorry to hear that at the age of 99 she
died in December. She lived in Callow Hill
with her husband John for 50 years before
moving to Malvern.

Elizabeth was a Feckenham ‘star’ and instigated
the drop in coffee mornings, the monthly lunch
club, the open gardens and flower festival to
name a few.

Alongside these commitments she had several
sittings a year in the Magistrate’s Court, tended
her garden, entertained and was a wonderful
wife and mother. Her motto was ‘get on with
it which is fine if you have her boundless
energy and love of life!

We will miss her and John. We send good
wishes to her children — David who used to
take services at John the Baptist and Rosie who
sang in the choir and played the violin most
beautifully.

Janie Anderson



Fundraising for Queen Elizabeth’s Hospital, Birmingham

James Allardice

My wife, Kate Allardice, is a member of the Church Flower Guild, Volunteer for the Over-60s Lunch
Club and, until May last year, a Foundation Governor at Feckenham First School.We’ve been supporters
of village events and businesses since we moved to the area in 2017 from Malta.

In July, she started to notice some abdominal pain and discomfort. She went to see her GP and was
referred for an ultrasound, which showed a large mass.The GP told her that it was probably nothing to
worry about and that she “didn’t want to say the C-word but...” so Kate was booked in for a CT scan.

The CT scan showed that Kate had a rare cancer called liposarcoma. Fortunately, the Queen Elizabeth
Hospital in Birmingham is one of the UK’s two main centres for the treatment of Sarcoma. She had
been referred to two brilliant surgeons, Mr Alimond and Mr Ford, who would be able to perform a life-
saving operation. She spent two weeks in hospital, initially with a difficult recovery in ICU. Of course,
with the Covid restrictions, we were unable to visit her whilst she was there. She was discharged the
day after our 18th wedding anniversary, it was such a relief for us all to have Kate home and be able to
care for her.

Sadly, we found out that the cancer has spread to Kate’s lungs and spine.We’re waiting for an
appointment to see a sarcoma specialist oncologist to discuss possible treatments such as targeted
radiotherapy or chemotherapy. It was difficult to hear this news so soon after her surgery and what we
had hoped was her recovery. Even though it’s very sad, this is a part of Kate’s cancer story.

We really wanted to do something to say thank you and show our support for the Sarcoma Unit at the
QE and also to fund much needed research into this rare cancer.

I've been fundraising for University Hospitals Birmingham Charity and Sarcoma UK by rowing | Million
Metres in 2020 (pictured below).

So far, we've raised £4,105 (£4,932.50 with gift aid) which is just incredible!
If anyone else would like to support us, the link is:

https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/JamesAllardice

James and Kate
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The Village Shop

Alan Slater

welve months ago at the start of the first

lockdown, you may recall that many children
in our village made drawings of coloured rainbows
that they then displayed in their house windows.
Those pictures certainly brightened up
Feckenham and demonstrated the community
spirit that exists in our Village. Now that we're in
lockdown 3, we thought it would be a good idea
to organise something similar in time for Easter.
So the Shop Board has decided to hold a Children
Colouring Competition throughout March and if
you would like to take part, this is what you have
to do.

Simply Collect an entry form from the Shop.

Colour in the template and return it to us by
March 31st.

(Submit a completed entry and you will receive a
free Creme Egg)

There are three age categories:
e Under 7 years

e 7 years to |1l years

e 12 years to 16 years

We will display all the entries at the Shop and
judging will take place over the Easter weekend.
The three category winners will each receive a
prize of a large Easter Egg, so may we suggest
that all you harassed parents take a break from
hours of home schooling and encourage your
children to enter.

Despite the continued road closure, we are still
trading at a higher level than last year, so thank
you for supporting us and all our hard working
volunteers. As always the Shop is fully stocked and
ready to meet all your everyday shopping needs.

Finally, don't forget that Mothering Sunday is on
March 14th and we have a wide selection of cards,
gifts and flowers available for you.

Now go and sharpen those crayons and pencils
and start colouring.

Until next month...

Shop Safe

Shop Local

Support your Village Shop

Alan Slater, Chairman

Altar Rail Gates

lan Hunter

A John Knight has been in touch to say that
around 1953 he was an apprentice
carpenter with Huxleys of Astwood Bank and
that he had made the Gates to the Altar Rail in
the Chancel of the Church.

At that time he lived in Feckenham where his
Father, Tom Knight was manager of the Co-op
Stores.

Might someone recall the Knight family?

3N 0

WREN & BRAMBLE

Taking orders for Mothering Sunday
Arrangements and bouguets from £15

lan Hunter

Contact Clare Furey on 07325 986800
Find us on Facebook @wrenandbramble

eco ¥V foraged V handerafted
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My Ode to Feckenham in Isolation

Brian Robson

Feckenham is where | live. The cottage off the
square.

And isolation means, you're bound to find me there.

The Churchyard is my garden. It stretches far &
wide

It is the very special place, to meet the ones who've
died.

This also is my working space, where you can see
me shine.

For that is where I'm mowing, as | think the place is
mine.

The Village Shop is doing well. Its range is even
wider.

From Deli goods, fresh veg & meat, to even cans of
cider.

I had a cat which had no name, that slept up on my
lap

We always thought he was a girl, but really he's a
chap.

But that was when the other day, he quietly passed
away.

And that just makes it harder, to get through every
day.

So that's my little roam around the churchyard in
the square,

It's mainly good, but in those days, my wife was
always there.

My Eileen was my darling, the Apple of my eye,
| thought we'd be together and never have to die.

But spring has come to brighten lives, and give us
back some cheer

But that will never mean as much, as when my girl
was here.

Brian Robson

Square Management Committee

TREE WORKS

Approval for work to the protected trees on
The Square has now been received from
Redditch Borough Council. The trees are
regularly inspected by Council approved experts
to ensure that they pose no danger to public
and property. The most recent inspection
carried out in the autumn revealed some minor
problems which need to be remedied before
the trees come into leaf. Contractors will be
working on The Square in early March.

NO FUN?

It now seems highly unlikely that The Square
Committee’s annual Fun on the Square event
will take place this year. The Committee is
monitoring the situation carefully and is hoping
that things will improve sufficiently for a
modified event, possibly mounted in
cooperation with another village organisation,
may be possible later in the summer or early
autumn.

Feckenham Village Hall

lan Bellion

NURSERY RE-OPENS

Feckenham Village Hall will once again host a
village nursery school. Provided all goes to plan
and government regulations don’t change, the
new nursery will open its doors for the first
time on |9th April. The nursery will be operated
by Little Men and Misses Nurseries which runs a
number of well regarded early learning centres
in the area. Operating hours and days will be
limited at first but it is expected that a full five
day a week service will be available from the
start of the school year in September.We expect
to publish more details next month.
STILLWAITING

At the time of publication the Hall remains
closed and no bookings are being accepted. The
only activities permitted under current Covid
restrictions are regulated early learning schools
(nurseries) and elections. There is a Local
Government election due to take place on May
5th.We'll publish any changes to the situation in
next month’s Feckenham News or you can
check the Hall’s website at www.feckhall.org



Feckenham Community

Archaeology Group

W e are now able to give residents the latest
news on the village archaeology project.
Since our last update, the Group has been busy
working for the completion of a Conservation
Management Plan which will be used to guide
future management and upkeep of the medieval
moated site.

The Plan has now been completed and includes a
comprehensive outline for the future
maintenance and care of the site as well as a brief
history. In addition, the Plan includes an
archaeological survey, a tree survey and an
ecological survey. It has been put together by
Worcestershire Archive and Archaeology
Services with input from various specialist
organisations as well as the Feckenham
Archaeology Group. We would like to thank
Emily Hathaway and her colleagues at
Worcestershire Archaeology for all their hard
work and support over the past couple of years.

Funding for the Conservation Management Plan
was raised by way of generous grants from a
number of local organisations, donations and
various fund raising events in the village. We
would like to extend our grateful thanks to
everyone who has supported the project to date
— your help and interest has been invaluable.

The Plan will guide any future works on the site,
which will also be subject to formal agreement
from Redditch Borough Council as the
landowner and to Scheduled Monument Consent
from Historic England.

The availability of the Plan is very timely as it will
assist in the village Natural Networks Project
currently taking shape, in which a couple of
members of the archaeology group are involved.

Once Covid 19 restrictions are eased, we hope
to start fund raising again to take the archaeology
project further, including the design and
construction of interpretation panels giving
further information about the site and its history
and, if possible, a geo-physical survey to see if
there are any archaeological remains on the site.

We would also like to organise an exhibition and
presentation of the project for interested
residents.

We will keep you updated on future
developments as and when they are happening.

Judy Underwood

Secretary

Feckenham Moated Manorial Site Community
Archaeology Project

Book Club

Currently meetings are held over Zoom. Next
meeting Thursday | Ith March.

Book of the Month is Strange Pilgrims by Gabriel
Garcia Marquez.

Details from Marion Chute 892285

48 High Street

Ayt Feckenham
B96 6HS

—()1527 892188

A traditional freehouse village pub
with Food - owned and run by the
Clarke family

Open EVERY DAY all year round
Proper Pub Food
at Proper Prices
Special Dishes - every day
Quality locally sourced meat

Full Menu available daily
Lunch & Evenings (not Sunday evening)

Real Ales & Ciders
4 real ales on hand pumps every day

We're in the 2020 GOOD BEER GUIDE
Casque Marque Award for quality beers

Opening hours are subject to Covid-19
Restrictions which may change before this
magazine is published .

Please call us before setting out.
DRY JANUARY? We have lots of options

Lo or No Alcohol Wine, Beer & Lager,
2021 Slimming? Tasty and healthy choices always available.

www.roseandcrownfeckenham.co.uk




Radio o

www.swansbrook.com

INTERNATIONAL SWANS

Because Swansbrook is an internet Radio
station we can be heard the world over. We've
recently been contacted by listeners in Canada,
the USA and Wales who have found us through
Radio Garden — an international community
radio app. Local listeners will find it easier to go
to www.swansbrook.com and follow the
instructions you find there.

Most programmes are now available for you to
play ON DEMAND - listen when and where
you like - as often as you like.

FECKENHAM’S OWN Local Radio -

www.swansbrook.com

Your favourite classical music

Chris Fletcher

hile putting together the February

playlist for Classical Swansbrook | began
to think about what | would choose of all the
music | love if | could only have one. Very
difficult. Then it occurred to me that it might be
interesting to ask others what their ‘one only
choice’ might be. So | put the question on the
Feckenham Facebook page. There has been a
great response and there are now enough
pieces of music to fill two programmes and
people are still replying, which is great.
There is a bit of confusion between ‘classical’
and ‘classic’, but no matter, so there will be
some surprises when the programmes go out!
So do listen out in April, May and perhaps
longer, for Feckenham Favourites, and do send
your own choices if you have not already done
so.

The FeckenOdeon Cinema Society

lan Bellion

BOND WILL BE BACK....BUTWHEN?
The cinema industry is dormant. Hopes were high
that the release of the latest James Bond
adventure, “No Time to Die”, scheduled for April
this year would see cinemas reopened. Sadly the
pandemic has not eased its grip despite the
charms of Mr Bond and the release has been
delayed until October. Currently all cinemas are
closed and our local cinema, The FeckenOdeon, is
no exception. The 2020-202| season was to have
been a celebration of twenty years of big screen
moviegoing in the village but a year after the
nineteenth season was abruptly terminated the
FeckenOdeon team can only watch and wait to
see how things develop. Rest assured that, like Mr
Bond, we will be back!

TAYLORS

SOLICITORS

For all your legal needs

* Probate
* Affairs of the Elderly
* Lasting Powers of
Attorney & Deputyships
e Wills, Trusts and
Inheritance Tax matters
* Conveyancing
Buying, selling or remortgaging a property
1 Mason Rd, Headless Cross,
Redditch. B97 5DA - Easy Parking

Home visits available

01527 544221

Lexcel taylorssolicitors.com
Reguluted by the Solicitors Regulation Autharity

ﬂ\all)’

xﬂu 515404




Feckenham Cricket Club

Bob Gordon

As | write, snowdrops are gloriously visible
around the village and daffodils spears are
poking up through the soil, signaling that spring
will soon be here. Our thoughts now naturally
turn towards preparation for the new season and
some clubs have started on their square - but the
sodden and muddy state of our ground prevents
wicket brushing, mowing and pretty much
everything else at present.

However, work continues in the “shed”, where all
machinery has been undergoing annual
maintenance and some items undergoing more
fundamental work - such as a new cutting
cylinder for our 40-50 year old wicket mowers
and the refurbishment of a powered scarifier.

We have recently replaced our old Land Rover,
which towed our gang mowers and trailer, after
its clutch failure proved uneconomic to fix. We
are hoping to sell the old machine for spares.

Due to the long lockdown, we have been forced
to dispose of perishable bar stock that had
passed their use-by dates. With the press
predicting that we could re-open the bar and
clubhouse in May or even earlier, a major
restocking will be needed.

The Worcestershire County League has just
published their fixture lists that show that the
first home match of the 2021 season will be our
Ist team lining up against Burghill, Tillington and
Weobley on |7t April in Division I, following a
friendly match against Bromsgrove the preceding
weekend. Both of course are subject to Covid
regulations.

Finally, we are preparing for the ECB’s “All Stars”
program that introduces 5-8 year old boys and
girls to the game of cricket. More on that next
month.

Stay Safe.

é HELP FOR YOU if you are self-isolating A

From Volunteers Co-ordinated by Feckenham Facebook
Group & Parish Council

A group of local velunteers from the village are available to assist you with
PICKING UF SHOPFPING, or POSTING MAIL, picking up URGENT
SUPPLIES (including medications) or just having a FRIENDLY PHOMNE CALL
during this challenging time when many people are being advised to self-
isolate if they are either vulnerable or ill,

If you would like some help then please contace JANE BULL, Clerk to
Feckenham Parish Council either on 892521 or
clerlcfeckenhampe@feckenham.com and we will be in touch (& the
help is free!), Any goods will be left on your doorstep, Maore updates on our
local radio: swansbrook com

MNOTE: Carcnavirus is contagious. Please mke ovary precastion to ensure you are spreading

Wach your hands regularty

anly kindness — Avaid physical contact (lkesp at least 2m distance fram others) and

Gilly’s Lockdown

his is the first of what might turn out to be a

series of articles about Feckenham in
lockdown written by members of our
community.

On 10th of March 2020 | returned from a
holiday during which I'd been monitoring the
spread of what became known as Covid-19.
Prior to leaving, a friend warned that this would
probably be the pandemic we had feared for
many years. Next day | did one shopping trip
then decided to isolate for as long as it took to
be safe. Family and friends thought | was over-
reacting but it seems | was right.

So, what does an optimistic and sociable person
do when she realises that much of life is on hold?
| worked within the parameters | set for myself
which included joining the team of retired
doctors speaking to patients with possible
Covid-19 on the phone and signposting them,
and soon | hope to be vaccinating. More
important than my actions, | decided | maintain a
positive state of mind. | appreciate what | have
such as living in this community, the countryside
around us and | try as much as possible to think
about what | am able to do and very little about
what's not possible. That is my message to
anyone struggling. Of course there are members
of the community who might find this more
difficult than | and I'd encourage them to seek
help. We have a wonderful band of willing

| 3 volunteers. Gilly Cooper



NO DELIVERY CHARGE

TREE TOPPING
HEDGE CUTTING
GARDEN CLEARANCE
Telephone anytime:

01905 620934

Coot

Climate

Air Conditioning Systems
for your Home, Office or Business
Mr Simon Baker
Tel.: 01527 892823 or 07736 447705

E-mail: simon@coolclimate.co.uk
Web: http://www.coolclimate.co.uk

Can't thmk what to do with your garden?
Let me help!

§~ Claire Ellis =
Complete Gardens
Design & Planting
Maintenance & Rejuvenation
Consultancy
7% 07773 101750 or 01527 894745

FECKEN

GARAGE'

MOT Testing Station

Servicing & Repair to all makes

Tel: 01527 892483

_\

-..o’

Inkberrow

Physiotherapy & Acupuncture

CLINICAL SPECIALIST PHYSIOTHERAPIST
EXPERIENCED ACUPUNCTURIST
INDIVIDUALLY TAILORED TREATMENT PLANS
FLEXIBLE APPOINTMENTS TO SUIT YOU
RECOGNISED BY MOST HEALTHCARE INSURERS

www.inkberrowphysioacupuncture.co.uk
T: 01386 792126 M: 07801 993125

THE IRONING CENTRE

16 Feckenham Read
Astwood Bank

J{Next to Astwood Smiles Nursery
The Old Coach House)

IRONING
LAUNDERING
DRY CLEANING
REPAIRS & ALTERATIONS
SHOE REFPAIRS
COLLECTION & DELIVERY

01527 894040

L.E. Plasterer & Decorator

all aspects of plastering and decoration undertaken

Jor a free estimate call

07909 911833
01905 772890

realistic prices

Fencing

Groundworks - Foundations
Equestrian — Agricultural — Domestic

Free estimates — over 25y experience

Based locally in Bradley Green

WD & NM Willison Ltd

Mob: 07825034320 Tel : 01527 821589

Email : wwdandnmitd@gmail.com




JW & AJBARRETT LID] (%g: Direct Floors
Craftsmen in Metal el fHome service

Traditional Blacksmithing
Restoration/repair
Metal work for home & garden
Mobile Welding

www.artmetal.co uk
Tel/lFax 01527 821500
Mobile 07973 517781

( Carpets * Vinyls* Wood-floors Laminates)

_1 Mobile showroom to your home
Save up to 30% on shop prices
1 Over 3000 samples on our van

B 01527-894777

n www.direct-floors.co.uk i

Furniture moved & carpets uplifted
\ for OAP'S & disabled free of charge

Landscaping
Jeff Annand Contracting Ltd.

Blockpaving - Ponds - Patios - Groundwork
General Property Maintenance

Free Quotes
References available

Tel: 07968 668906
or 01527 894745

powbrook Gardepng

Imagiative high quality landscaping
Patios & garden walls
Ponds & water features
Swimming pool & ponds fibreglassed
Also Pond & Patio cleaning
Fencing & Hedge cutting
Local, friendly service, references available
Call Glenn - 01905 937852
Mobile 07792613020

CORNELL

\» Established Over 40 Years
Chimney Sweep

Clean & Efficient - Brush & Vacuum

Competitive Prices - Cowl Fitting
Graeme Butlin
OI1IZ1I 445 5913

0754 587 6475
46 Oxford Road, Moseley, Birmingham B13 9ER

N3 15 O CACEBO0E
FADDYS FRMG PET SERVIES

‘&)
PADDY'S PAWS

|PROFESSIONAL DOG WALKING & PET SERVICES|

Dog walking, puppy visits, small pet care, poultry and equine care
Fully insured / DBS checked

Competitive rates. Redditch and surrounding areas.
Call Clare on 07711 052561 Email paddyspaws@outiook.com

Bennett Decoration
Painting & Decorating

Interior & Exterior

S First Class Work
~Tel: 01527 893162

q—

Mob: 0797 3627269
Free Estimates

Building, Roofing,

Maintenance & Repair

Venables
Property Services




BRAY BRE

EE SURGEONS

TREE SURGERY - HEDGE TRIMMING
LOPPING, PRUNING - STUMP REMOVAL

TEL: 01527 892828

MogBILE: O7970 263779

), W
184 THE RIDGEWAY, ASTWDOOD BANK FuLLy INSURED - NPTC CeRT. ND.552670

FECKENHAMVILLAGE SHOP

Support the Shdp
that Supports o
THE VILLAGE 2

« Coffee Shop

PRl - Wide Variety of Products
CAN BE DELIVERED LOOSE OR IN BULK BAGS
: ; ROGE T Improved Range of

Beers & Wines .é
* Deli & Cakes «X=p
Weekdays 8am - 5pm

COMPLETE RANGE OF SAND & GRAVELS, ROCKERY STONE, ot =
WATER FEATURES, DECORATIVE CHIPPINGS, RECYCLED & Saturday 9am - 4pm
QUARRIED STONE, TOP SOIL, TURF, BARK & CEMENT. Sun day' 10am - | pm e

READY MIX CONCRETE & CPCS TRAINING
ALSO AVAILABLE ON SITE W feckenhamshop.co.uk

Sandhills Farm, Edgioake Lane, Astwood Bank, B9 6BG
01527 893343 » www.sedavis.co.uk T 01527 894475

JONATHAN SPROULE DEVELOPMENTS
(MASTER BUILDERS)

SPECIALISTS IN INDIVIDUAL, CHARACTER,
__TIMBER FRAME & PERIOD PROPERTIES

30 Years Experience
BESPOKE & INDIVIDUAL NEW BUILDS
RENOVATIONS AND CONVERSIONS
EXTENSIONS AND ALTERATIONS
TIMBER/OAK FRAME OUTBUILDINGS/GARAGES
BARN CONVERSIONS

Mere Green Cottage, Hanbury, Droitwich, Worcs. WR9 7DZ
Tel: 07973 445048  Email: sarah@jonathansproulebuilders.co.uk

www.jonathansproulebuilders.co.uk
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