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March

10th Feckenodeon
12th Feckenham Village Showcase
14th Readers Group
20th WI
25th Feckenodeon
29th S&B Village Na�ers

May
6th Corona�on Event TBC

George Egg’s Set Menu
June
24th Feckenham Wake
July
15th Fun on the Square

Regular Sessions

Mondays Restora�ve Yoga
Wednesdays Playgroup
Thursdays Bridge; Hatha Yoga; Pilates
Fridays Medi�a�on Class
First Tuesday of the month:
Lunch Club, Feckenham Sessions and
Feckenham Forest History Society
First and Third Wednesday: Community Chior
Third Monday of the month: WI
2nd and 4th Fridays : Erstwhile Morris dancers
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Editor’s Note
Firstly may I explain why
the magazine arrived so
late last month. We
changed printer to one
who is more economic
while offering a good
quality print.
Unfortunately they were
let down by the delivery company who lost
or damaged the parcels in transit - it’s
rather opaque what actually happened.
Suffice to say it was the same company
whose driver somehow followed the bridle
path to the bridge at the Whirly Hole. It was
a long tale of woe but not the printers’
error. We are staying with them this month
in hope that it all goes smoothly.

In a piece of good news, the Parish Council
now has a shiny new website up and
running. The village magazine back
catalogue to 2012 is available to view and
even download if you so desire. Go take a
look at h�ps://www.feckenham-
parishcouncil.gov.uk/

I’m so pleased that
Spring is ge�ng
going. We aren’t so
cold, so the fuel bills
will soon be going
down. More
importantly, each
�me I go out, there’s
a li�le more life
coming back. The
snowdrops have been
flowering for a few
weeks now and the

crocuses have followed. I see the crocuses
planted two years ago by Feckenham in
Bloom on the green are coming up nicely. I
even saw a bee feeding on them this week.
Though today, as I write, the rain has
returned, last weekend we stopped during a
beau�ful walk, which I can recommend,
near Abberley on the Worcestershire Way
for a li�le picnic. The first of 2023. So much
warmth to look forward to. I hope that, not
only the weather will be be�er, but the

state of the world will improve in
comparison to the last few difficult years
which have been blighted by the pandemic,
war and climate change.

Finally, you’ll see a message from the Wake
commi�ee looking for someone willing to
take on the car show as Chris Nicholson is
stepping down. It would be such a shame to
lose this part of the Wake which is a draw
and enjoyed by so many. So, don’t be shy, if
you are at all interested in helping, put your
hand up
and get in
touch with
Julian Bull.
You’ll not
be alone:
there are
people
willing to
give
support.
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CHURCH SERVICES

FECKENHAM ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
St John Fisher & Thomas More

Due to illness, Mass will not be held at St John Fisher and Thomas More un�l further no�ce.

Mount Carmel 6 pm Sunday Mass is now the Live Streamed Mass.
Link: www.eventcast.uk/live (Type the link into the browser)

Fr. Anthony Rohan, The Presbytery, Redditch. Tel 63096
Local contact: Phylis Mo�, Feckenham. Tel 893898

PARISH CHURCH of ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST

Priest-in-charge: Fr Glenn Reading 01527 894436

Church Warden: Ann Mathews 892180

Please contact Ann for Weddings at ann@the-madison-group.co.uk

Glen for Bap�sms & Funerals at glenn.reading@googlemail.com

Website: h�p://feckenhamchurch.org.uk/

Email: info@feckenhamchurch.org.uk

Services for March 2023

5th March 10.30am Eucharist Rev John Green

12th March 9.00am BCP Eucharist Fr Glenn Reading

19th March 6.30pm Evensong Fiona Carter

26th March 10.30am Eucharist Fr Glenn Reading
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The Ceiling in the Church.

Following the fall of plaster from the Nave
ceiling last August, the Architect reported
that there was a risk of further falls with
poten�al to cause injury. He therefore
recommended that unless immediate
permanent repairs could be undertaken,
protec�ve ne�ng should be installed to
catch any more falls of plaster. Cooper-
Whyte Conserva�on of Lichfield have now
been appointed to install translucent bird
ne�ng under all areas of the Nave ceiling.
They will start work on Monday 6 March and
expect to require two weeks. It will
therefore be necessary to close the church
during that �me with no access at all.

The PCC have instructed the Architect to
prepare proposals and budget cost
es�mates for the permanent repairs to the
ceilings and also for renewing the all the
external roof coverings. This will be a major
project involving significant fund raising and
may take some years to fulfil.

Ian Hunter Feckenham PCC

Easter Lilies

Easter Sunday is on 9th April for which the
Church Flower Group will be arranging
spring flowers together with lilies in memory
of loved ones.

This year there is a change to where
dona�ons should be posted - would you
please send them to Shirley Harman,
Honeysuckle House, 33 High Street,
Feckenham B96 6HN. Clearly marked ‘Easter
Lilies’ and to whom the dona�on is in
memory of. (Cheques should be made
payable to Feckenham P.C.C.)

Thank you for your support enabling this
tradi�on to con�nue.

Margaret and Marg

Thanks from the Trussell Trust for funds
raised by the Village Christmas Card

Ann Ma�hews received a le�er from the
Trussell Trust acknowledging and thanking
us for the gi� of £1250.00 in support of the
Trussell Trust.
“With your help we support a network of
food banks across the UK and together we
provide emergency food parcels and
support to people locked in poverty. We are
incredibly grateful that around 800 of our
food banks are run from local church
buildings and 79% of our food banks receive
dona�ons and financial support.
Lisa Neaverson
Supporter Care Manager”

Feckenham Church Ma�ers
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Fr Glenn Writes

For Chris�ans the world over, the Chris�an
faith revolves around two poles, those of
Christmas and Easter.

As you sit and read this month’s magazine
the Church is preparing to end one chapter
and begin another. During this �me of
change we will take one final look back to
Christmas, before turning our heads to the
journey that lies ahead, a journey that will
take us through the wilderness of Lent and
Holy Week and to the Christ’s triumph on
Easter Day.

As we look back, we fix firmly in our minds
that the baby Jesus came to be among us as
Emmanuel, we remember that his coming
brought hope and joy. As we turn and look to
Lent, Holy Week and Easter, we see Jesus the
baby becomes Jesus the man.

At the beginning of Mark’s Gospel, we see
Jesus being bap�sed by John in the river
Jordan and as Jesus emerges from the water,
God’s Spirit rests upon him. Straight a�er this
event, Mark records that Jesus went out to
the wilderness where he spent 40 and nights.
During this �me Jesus was tempted by the
devil in ways that echo the tempta�ons of
Adam in the Garden of Eden. The difference
this �me is that where Adam faltered, Jesus

despite his hunger and �redness remains
resolute in his dependence on God his father.
It is in this way that Jesus shows that he is the
Messiah, the Christ the one who comes to
redeem and restore his Father’s crea�on.
Lent, then becomes our �me of fas�ng and
denial as we walk with Jesus resis�ng
tempta�ons of false promises and seeking to
rely on the goodness of God the Father.

During Lent you will see there will be a range
of services taking place in church, which all
are welcome to. We also have a Lent course
which will run, both in person and separately
on Zoom, which all are welcome to join. If
you are wan�ng to do something a li�le
different for Lent this year, instead of giving
something up, why not take something on,
come and join us for Lent and Easter.

During Holy Week and over the Easter
weekend there will be a range of services
taking place at Feckenham and in the other
benefice churches of Headless Cross, Crabbs
Cross and Astwood Bank and you would be
most welcome at all of them. A Leaflet
containing details of the Lent Course and
Services can be found in church, please pop
by and take one.
May God Bless you and walk with you this
Lent.

Feckenham Spring Flower Show
Saturday 1st April 2023

SPRINGTIME IN FECKENHAM - COMPETITIVE CLASSES
The Hall will be open from 10.30am until noon for you to stage your exhibits

1 3 cut Daffodils - long trumpet (all same variety)
2 3 cut Daffodils - short trumpet (all same variety)
3 3 cut Daffodils - double (all same variety)
4 3 cut miniature spring flowers (all same variety)
5 3 cut Tulips (all same variety)
6 3 cut flowers (all same variety)
7 A Spring arrangement in any container
8 A bowl of Spring bulbs
9 A pot plant in flower
10 A pot plant for foliage effect (no flower)
11 1 item – handmade craft – any subject

Exhibits in classes 7, 8, 9,10 and 11 will be returned to you. All other flowers will be auctioned
at the end of the Show after prizes have been awarded.

PLEASE NOTE THERE ARE NO CHILDREN’S CLASSES THIS YEAR.
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Our February mee�ng was a talk by ‘The
Compost King’ Mick Poultney. Mick took us
through a year on his extremely produc�ve
and low maintenance Halesowen allotment.
A highlight from his very interes�ng talk was
how to have compost ready within 1 month
of the container being full. We are all now
inspired ready for the imminent growing
season!

Our next mee�ng is on Monday 20th March
and will be an Easter cra� session where we
shall be blowing and dying eggs for Easter
decora�ons.

Our mee�ngs are every 3rd Monday of the
month and are held in the back room of
Feckenham Village Hall. Doors open 7.45pm
and mee�ngs start at 8pm. Members are
free, guests are £5

.

WI- Jen Cary
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So, what would
you do if you
couldn’t take a
good photo of
your young curly
coated retriever?
I’d try again I
suppose �ll I got
something half
reasonable. Not
Debbie Wa�on.
She signed up for
a Worcester
College photography night class and has
become an expert. At first she realised she
liked photo-edi�ng but more recently she
has taken up pain�ng botanicals. She is a
member of the Feckenham Ar�sans.
Feckenhamsters will be familiar with some
of her work as she kindly let us use a picture
she made for the Christmas card which sold
so well in the shop last year and the
notelets, also available in the shop, are her
work.

Debbie grew up in Kidderminster and her
husband, John hails from Morton Baggot -
neither far from Feckenham. The name
Wa�on, is unusual and you may have
no�ced it is the name uncovered on the
draper’s shop on the High Street. We did
wonder if John’s family might be related.
They have moved around a bit. They lived in
the village from 2008-2013, spent some
�me in Cornwall, eventually returning to
Feckenham just a�er lockdown when they
bought Forest Co�age which, to many of us,
is also called Antonia and John’s house. They
run an online retail business.

Debbie had always been interested in Arts
and Cra�s. She did an art A’level at school
and always liked to visit Art and Cra� fairs.
Though ther photos are digital, each piece is
unique and will only be sold once, then the
image decommissioned and archived. Her
technique involves edi�ng the original
photo, adding or removing parts, and, using
mul�ple overlays and blending techniques

to make the image appear like it has been
painted. She also enjoys taking abstract
photography which is mainly created in
camera. She has a website: h�p://
www.digicamartz.co.uk where her work is
available to purchase.

Her work has been in various shows and
compe��ons. Last year she exhibited at
Bromsgrove Crea�ve Art Showcase, won
first prize in the digital sec�on and sold the
piece into the bargain. She has also been
shortlisted in the Royal Birmingham Society
of Arts Gallery 2023 photography
compe��on and will be exhibi�ng there for
a month very soon. She is also a member of
the Birmingham Society of Botanical Ar�sts
where she is learning the art of drawing and
pain�ng botanicals.

What talent we have in the village.

Introducing… Debbie Wa�on
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Kathy’s Collec�on

To find this bridge, go
through Hanbury up
through the woods at
Dodderhill Common and
take the first le� down
Astwood Lane. At the end
of the narrow road, park
on the muddy triangle.
This is the view north,
Astwood Top Lock is to the
south.

To find these beau�ful
winter reflec�ons, park
behind the Droitwich
Leisure Centre, WR9 0RZ.
Take the path under the
bridge and con�nue to the
south west. Lots of birds
and far enough from the
bypass to be not too noisy!

And finally, somewhat
further away, park on the
canal bridge just before
Wilmcote sta�on, just
outside Stra�ord. You can
even do a round trip,
walking to Stra�ord then
ge�ng the train back. Or
vice versa of course.



This postcard of the Old School House in Mill Lane is understandably of interest to me! This
probably dates back to the thir�es and shows where that much has changed as the
boundary is shown by the rail fencing. However, it remains unmistakeably the Old School
House. The School was built in 1611 and endowed by Charles 1 for the Blue Coat boys. A
stained glass window in the Feckenham Church has a depic�on of the King giving the
Charter for the School.

S�ll a school in the 19th century,
the it adver�sed for a Head
teacher, “Feckenham School will
reopen for young gentlemen on
25th July 1803. Wanted
immediately: a person of good,
sober moral character capable of
teaching classics”. On Sunday
March 12th the Feckenham
Showcase event in the Village
Hall will include some of the
Digital Archive photos of people
and homes from the past.

13

Feckenham Archive - Marion Chute
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Erstwhile, from the Old English words 'aer'
and 'hwil', means from a former �me.
Indeed, some believe the earliest men�on
of Morris dancing to be from 1448. Our
aim, in this new Morris side, is to ensure
that the age-old tradi�on of Morris
dancing con�nues and at the same �me
adapts to be a more modern showcase of
English tradi�onal dancing.

In Erstwhile we put our own twist on
tradi�onal folk dances with most of these
dances origina�ng from tradi�onal border
Morris dances - a form of Morris dancing
that comes from the border between
England and Wales. We have
choreographed a number of our own
dances too, taking inspira�on from
tradi�onal border dance figures. At the
heart of our side are 8 musicians who play
a variety of instruments from recorder to
double bass and all give support to our
dancers with an extensive collec�on of
folk tunes.

Erstwhile was formed in September 2021
with just 4 members and we are very
proud of the achievements we have made
already. Our members have increased to
a total of 15 with people of all ages and
genders. We have performed at 2 folk
fes�vals and supported a dance out with
another local long standing North West
Morris Side, Nancy Bu�erfly. In
November, last year, we danced for the
Feckenham Women's Ins�tute which was
very well a�ended and all members took
part and had great fun.

In the future, we hope to perform at more
folk fes�vals and local events, and we
even have our sights on possible dance-
outs abroad. We are eager to develop our
repertoire of dances and tunes to ensure
this wonderful tradi�on is kept alive.

Finally, we aim to inspire more members
to join our side and hope they come to
feel as passionately about the joy Morris
dancing can bring to both spectator and
par�cipant as we do!

If you are interested in trying Morris
Dancing, then please do not hesitate to
get in touch. We are always looking for
new members to join the side and no
previous experience is required! We
prac�ce every second and fourth Friday of
the month at Feckenham Village Hall from
7pm-9pm

Erstwhile Border Morris

PLAYDOUGH RECIPE

I used to make this when my children
were small and now do the same with
my grandchildren. It’s easy and much
cheaper than buying ready-made
dough. They will play for hours with it.

Ingredients:

1 cup plain flour
1 cup water
½ cup salt
2 tspn cream of tartar (op�onal)
1 tbspn oil
Food colouring

Method:

Put all the ingredients except the
colouring in a pan, warm �ll thickened
and then knead. Split the dough into
por�ons and add the colouring of your
choice to each ball.

Children’s Corner - Editor
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Readers Group

This month the group read The Word is
Murder by Anthony Horowitz. Horowitz is
best known as a successful screen writer
with credits including Foyle’s War but also
his teen novels like the Alex Rider series as
well as his adult novels, more than 40 works
to date. The group generally enjoyed his
easy style in this book but also it’s clever
take on the detec�ve story. No spoilers
here!

Next month’s mee�ng is on 14th March ad
the book we are discussing is Piranesi by
Susanna Clarke.

Parish Council

In May there will be Parish Council
elec�ons, this �me it is different as
you will need to have photo ID. There
is a list of accepted forms at
www.gov.uk/how-to-vote/photo-id-
youll-need

If you do not have any forms of photo
iden�fica�on you can apply for a voter
ID cer�ficate using this link
www.gov.uk/apply-for-photo-id-voter-
authority-cer�ficate. If you wish to
apply for this you must do so by 5pm
Tuesday 25th April. If you have any
difficulty with the form or photo, you
can ask the Borough Council for help
or the Parish Clerk, you will need to be
registered as a voter on the electoral
role.

Local councils can only be as helpful,
connected and energe�c as the
people elected to run them, so we
need councillors capable, enthusias�c
and engaged to reflect their
communi�es. You can find out more
about becoming a councillor on The
Electoral Commission and Local
Government Associa�on website.
There are three ways that you can
become a councillor; standing for
elec�on, filling a vacant seat a�er an
elec�on (co-opted) or filling a casual
vacancy.

Recently the Parish Council met with
WCC Cllr Mike Rouse, Lloyd Stone
(West Mercia Police) and Paul
Waterhouse (West Mercia Police-
Traffic Management Advisor | Road
Safety Team) to discuss the on-going
traffic issues. The B4090 is deemed
unsafe for Community Speed Watch.
WCC Cllr Rouse has asked for further
speed tes�ng along Astwood Lane.
Depending upon the results it may be
possible to look at Community Speed

Watch, but it will depend upon the
results. As soon as the parish council
receive this informa�on it will be
shared at the following mee�ng, this
may not necessarily be in March.

The Parish Council website is now live
and informa�on on the Parish Council
is readily available. If you cannot find
the answer to your ques�on, there is a
contact us form and the clerk will
respond. All Parish Council mee�ngs
are open to the public and
Parishioners have an opportunity
during the public forum to ask
ques�ons.
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Looking forward to
sunnier �mes, this
year's Wake will be
held on 24th June.

We are looking for
any car mad folk to
help out with
stewarding and/or
management of the
successful Classic Car
Show that forms a big
part of the day. A�er
many years of sterling service building up
this event, Chris Nicholson is looking for a
rest from these du�es so if you are
interested in helping out in any way please
contact me in the first instance
julianbull.777@gmail.com

FeckenhamWake
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Wedding Bells…
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Feckenham Village Shop - Alan Slater

Last week I read an interes�ng
newspaper ar�cle that compared the
strength and quality of coffee sold by
the four most popular high street coffee
chains. You know, the ones that sell
froth with a hint of coffee and charge
you about £4 a cup, unless it’s at a
motorway service sta�on and then best
take out a second mortgage! The
researcher was scathing in his cri�cism
of all the coffee on offer, a view that was
echoed by many of the customer
comments that were also included in
the ar�cle. Those customers obviously
haven’t visited our village café, where
for under £3 you can enjoy excellent
tas�ng coffee from freshly ground beans
sourced from a local coffee merchant.
We know how good it is from the
regular feedback we receive from our
sa�sfied customers, however, you may
not know that you can also enjoy our
coffee at home.

You can purchase the same coffee we
use in 250 g bags, either ready ground
or if you prefer whole beans and you
have your own grinder. At the
reasonable price of between £3.65 and
£5.50 a bag, you can even afford to buy
one of our souvenir china mugs to
enhance the experience of having a
proper coffee. Alterna�vely, drop by and
we’ll make it for you.

I’m sure that we have all been moved by
the harrowing scenes in the recent news
coverage from Turkey and Syria. There
are insufficient words to describe the
horror and suffering being endured by
millions in both countries. They are
some of the most vulnerable people on
the planet, so If you wish to make a
dona�on to the Earthquake Appeal, we
have placed a Bri�sh Red Cross
collec�on box on the Shop counter. Any
amount, large or small, will be gratefully
received.

I men�oned last
month that
Margaret Green
was again kni�ng
her lovely Easter
Bunnies for charity.
Margaret has
decided that this
year all the money
she raises will be
donated to the
Earthquake
Appeal. A
wonderful gesture, so please give her
your support as well.

Hope to see you all in the Shop this
month.
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An Organic Allotment by Pete Delaney

March being the month in which the
Spring equinox occurs and the days at
last become longer than the nights, is
the beginning of the main sowing
season. It is also the beginning of the
season I have found the most difficult to
target with fresh seasonal produce. The
leeks and parsnips have just come to the
end of their harvest, both give us a good
two-and-a-half months winter produce.

This month I shall sow this year's
parsnip crop. They are difficult to
germinate (don't expect to see them for
at least 3 weeks) and some�mes take
more than one sowing for success. But
ones growing efforts are rewarded next
Winter.

Leeks are also slow
germinate. I sow
plenty in trays and
once they are big
enough to handle I
transplant them into
pots. I keep as many
as I can in the
polytunnel ready to
plant out in a
prepared bed in
June. I had such an
abundant crop of
Jerusalem
Ar�chokes (one plant had 36 tubers) I
have had to harvest the last of them
before they start growing, keeping a few
back to make this year's crop. Some say
once you have them you can't get rid of
them but I think the more the merrier
as they make a great winter harvest
when the spuds have run out. Garlic, I
plant out in November and it's great to
see it leading the way shoo�ng up
through the late winter. One great
winter success for us was pickles. We
thought we had made too much but
ea�ng runner beans, courge�es and
onions from jars all winter was a joy.
This year I shall sow especially for

pickles and chutneys. To try to have
produce available during the last of the
winter barren-ness. With this in mind in
February, I planted shallot sets in the
bed prepared for them. I grow three
rows of 12 and pickle them all. End of
February or beginning of March I also
plant out my main crop onion sets,
which I shall at first cover with cloches
to protect them from late frosts and the
late April/ early May blight of the Onion
Fly who will ruin your onion crop if they
get the chance to lay their eggs on
them. In the first half of March I shall
plant out early and second early
potatoes and later in the month the
main crop of potatoes. Also this month I
sow indoor and outdoor cucumbers and
peppers and this year's summer and
autumn cabbages, all in trays or pots in
the polytunnel. Outside under cloche
cover at first I sow chard, early le�uces
and mustard, all of which I do secondary
sewing next month to grow a con�nued
summer supply.

We harvest our
salads by picking
away outer leaves
from all the
plants. When any
par�cular plant
starts to grow up
to seed we then
cut the whole
head. This
lengthens the
harvest period of each plant. Aside from
sowing and plan�ng, this month is spent
feeding and preparing the beds in which
I show grow everything else. This
Includes forking and feeding the ground
in the polytunnel where I shall plant
indoor crops. Back outside I shall keep
throwing vegetable peelings, muck,
ashes and greenery into my runner
beans compost trench, have a �dy up
and keep warm by burning last season's
rubbish.
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Rob Cole’s
Gardening Tips

For anyone interested in wild flowers in late
March or early April, a walk along The
Daffodil Way around Kempley and Dymock
in Goucestershire is a memorable
experience.

The route was formalised in 1988 with the
support of local authori�es, farmers and
landowners, and follows a roughly circular
route of about 10km along exis�ng rights
of way. Apart from being an interes�ng
and varied route, the principal a�rac�on is
the display of wild daffodils, Narcissus
pseudonarcissus, a plant which used to be
widespread and common in the 16th
century but which is now confined to a few
sca�ered locali�es. In the 1930's the Great
Western Railway would run 'Daffodil
Special' tourist trains from London to the
area around Newent, Dymock and Ledbury,
and the region became known as the
'Golden Triangle'.

The local villages now get together and
promote the Daffodil Way each year at
flowering �me as an a�rac�on, but the
route is open at any �me throughout the
year. The period of flowering varies from
year to year depending upon weather
condi�ons, so take that into account if you
are planning to see the daffodils at their
best. Informa�on about the 2023 Kempley
Daffodil Weekend, 18th and 19th March,
can be found at www.daffs.org.uk.

The walk is very varied, in places going
through open fields, and elsewhere
through or alongside woodland. We found
it very useful to have an Ordnance Survey
map with us so that we could track where
we were and stay on the route. The last
�me we did the walk we took our Samsung
tablet with us, with a Google map
downloaded on to it which proved even

be�er. Some of the walk can be taken
along surfaced roads if you prefer, and this
is a good way to see local front gardens,
too.

At this �me of the year, there are plenty
of other wild flowers to appreciate along
the way and we encountered Celandines,
Lady's Smock, Wood Anemone, Marsh
Marigold, Dog Violet and many others as
well as early bu�erflies such as the
Comma, Brimstone, and Small
Tortoiseshell, all fresh from hiberna�on.

We stopped for coffee and cake along the
way at both Kempley and Dymock where
the locals get together to provide facili�es
for the walkers on specified dates. There
are manned car parks in local fields and
even conducted tours if you prefer to walk
the route with a leader who knows the
area and all of the interes�ng stories it
can offer. It's all very well organised. You
can walk the route at any �me, but the
Daffodil Weekend dates offer these
addi�onal facili�es.

We have walked the route on three
occasions over recent years and can
thoroughly recommend it as an opportunity
to see not just wild daffodils but other early
spring wild flowers, and beau�ful
countryside too.
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Stock and Bradley Gardening Club Report

Our speaker for our February mee�ng was Duncan Coombs who gave us a
talk on 'The Spring Garden' showing us the wide variety of plants which
flower early in the year. As well as very fine photographs, he also brought
specimens to show us and to test our knowledge.

NEXT CLUB EVENT - Wednesday 1st March 2023 at 7:30pm

Our March mee�ng is a talk by Simon Gulliver en�tled 'All Year Round Fruit
and Veg'. Simon will demonstrate how March is an ideal �me to start
growing fruit and vegetables, both in the garden and on an allotment.

The subject for the monthly compe��on is 'A Flowering Spring Bulb - cut
flower(s) or growing in a pot.'

Membership of the Gardening Club is currently by £5.00 annual subscrip�on
which becomes due on 1st January each year, so please come prepared to
renew. Please make cheques payable to 'Stock and Bradley Gardening Club'.
We welcome new members to join us at any �me throughout the year.

Club mee�ngs are normally held on the first Wednesday of each month at
the Village Hall, Church Road, Bradley Green star�ng at 7.30pm, and are free
to members for an annual subscrip�on of £5.00 for 2023. Visitors are made
very welcome and may a�end for £3.00 per mee�ng.
If you require any further informa�on, ring Dinny Pynsent (Secretary) on
01527 821355 or Rob Cole (Chairman) on 07544 832052.
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Feckenham Cricket Club - Bob Gordon

The large ash bough has been
trimmed back, removing the risk of
dead elements dropping onto the
road.

The mix of wet and boggy condi�ons
with freezing temperatures has made
ground work difficult but it was
possible to test the towed gang
mowers early in February. Mowing of
the square cannot be far off now.

We had a visit from Total Play, a firm
specialising in ar�ficial prac�ce
facili�es, to discuss what they could
offer by way of a 2-lane installa�on at
the top of the ground. Alongside this,
we are engaging in a pre-planning
exercise with Redditch Borough
Council, to be followed by a full
planning applica�on. New prac�ce
facili�es will be of great value to our
youngsters in par�cular, removing
the need for grass wickets to be
prepared and providing a consistent
bounce and therefore safe
environment to improve their game.

Such facili�es are very expensive and
so we are running fund raisers with a
major example being a Pre-Season
Quiz,which will be held in the Village
Hall on Saturday 8th April (moved
from March 18th) and open to teams
of up to six people. Look out for the
posters nearer the date.

As the season approaches our senior
players have been training at indoor
nets in Evesham, having diligently
followed their personal diet sheets
and exercise plans provided by the
club's physio team a�er the
conclusion of last season.

At the younger end, the junior
sec�on is also busy with
prepara�ons. With several age
groups to manage, we would
welcome assistance with coaching,
especially at the younger age group
(under 9s). Anyone interested in this
can us via the club's Facebook page
or by email to
feckenhamcc@outlook.com.

Finally, the club is open to anybody
wishing to play cricket an any level -
contact can be made as described
above.

Plus ça change, plus c'est la même chose!

From a magazine in Spring 2013:

Following the PACT post box in the village
shop, the Camera safety partnership have
obtained speed data of vehicles through the
village. As a result of this Feckenham has
been added to the Camera safety
partnerships community concern
programme. They will commence
enforcement at some point in the not too
distant future. With regards to the potholes
in the area,I note that Highways have
iden�fied holes that need to be repaired.
We have had a spate of crime in the area
including the�s from vehicles and farm
buildings. I would ask that residents be extra
vigilant and report any suspicious vehicles/
persons in the area and not to leave
property in vehicles. A reminder that
Redditch residents can obtain smart water
kits, (a property marking system) from
Redditch Town Hall for £15. The new Police
number for non emergency calls is 101.
Alterna�vely informa�on can be passed
anonymously to Crimestoppers on 0800 555
111.

From the Magzine Archive
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