MARCHR201®

Published by
tor: Jane Whit
“e-mail: jwh

q4)

Feckenham Chu‘rc for the Village

e Tel.:01527 893281 (Copy date 14th)
te@thewhites55.wanadoo.co.uk

or: ejpr@hotm il.co.uk

1 !




Tapcasti

COMPUTER SERVICES

Tapcast is a family business, based in
Inkberrow, with over 20 years
experience, supporting mm])uierI
systems in businesses and homes

For: Computers, Laptops, Networking, Broadband, Email,
Upgrades, Repairs, Support and more

web: www.tapcast.couk  tel: 01386 792196
email: jane.neall@tapcast.co.uk

AW About Feet

Nichola Dean pir crup tipaPrRACT, vRFHP
QUALIFIED FOOT PRACTITIONER
Range of Treatments
Nails Trimmed - Thick Nails Reduced
Cor Removal - Callus Reduction
Pedicure & Polish - Warm Wax Treatments
Reflexology

At Grey Gable Surgery, Inkbem ow. Tel: 01386 793007
Hame 01386 782 555 - Mobile 07584 162 219

Also inthe comfort of your own home - Conicessions for Senior Citizens

JEFF LYNN

Painter and Decorator

Interior and Exterior
Work

iy
Inkberrow (01386) 792198

KESTREL]

Carpet And Upholstery
Clec:nln - Servm:es

NEW TECHNOLOGY
We now offer the
most advanced

— 0I5 542615
4 07385 7o TS

A

Flowers & Plants for the Home & Garden
National Garden Tokens on sale and exchanged
Open 7 Days a Week

Evesham Road, Cookhill. B49 5JR
Tel: 01527 894111

e MEMORIALS »
. Additional Inscriptions
& Renovations

All work is to the Highest Standard

Burcot Forge, Unit 4, 338 Alcester Road,
Burcot, Nr Bromsgrove B60 1HH
Tel: (01527) 876200 Mobile 07710 976744

THOMAS BROTHERS

The Funeral Directors
Prc-payment Plan, Private Chapels, Woodland Bunal, Daimler Flect
24 hour Scrvice
A family owned funeral directors offering a friendiy,
dignified service payving altention io detail

01527 547777

Birchfield House, 494 Evesham Road, Crabbs Cross, Redditch. B97 5]F
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Lunch Club
“Drop in” for
coffee and a chat

Stock& Bradley
Gardening Club

Feckenham WI

Mothering Sunday
Service

Traidcraft Lunch

Jumble Sale

Feckenham
School Quiz

“Drop in” for
coffee and a chat

Tanzania Coffee
Morning (& soup!)

Farewell Lunch
for Rev. Biddi

“Spaghetti Swing”

FeckenOdeon

From the Editor

e have taken a new step towards the future recently,

which means the magazine will be available to read on
the village web site. Go to www.feckenham.com and
from the menu tab select Magazine.

o,

Village Hall,
Back Room

Parish Church

Bradley Village
Hall

Village Hall
Back Room

Parish Church

Roman Catholic
Church

Village Hall
Village Hall

Parish Church
Parish Church

Hanbury
Church

Village Hall

Village Hall

If anyone has any photographs, old or new, or an idea for an
article that might be of interest to other villagers, please do

contact me.
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Production Team
lan Bellion — What’s On
892130 whatson@feckenham.f9.co.uk
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Jo Warrilow — Ads, Mags by post
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Jane White — Letters, Reports etc.
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Church Services PARISH CHURCH
of ST. JOHN

MARCH THE BAPTIST

Priest-in-Charge: Canon John Green 01905 345242
Churchwarden: Ann Matthews 01527 892180
Associate Priest: Biddi Kings 01684 311922

Parish Office: Tel: 01527 821826 email: bowbrookgroup@btinternet.com
Mon. Closed: Tues., Wed. & Thurs. |0am-1pm & 2-5pm: Fri. 10am- |pm
at West End Office, Upper Berrow Farm, Feckenham, B96 6QS

Readers and Intercessors &

Sunday 4th 11.00am Sung Eucharist

Lent 2 Genesis 17 ;vs. 1-7,15-16 Tony Mortimer
Romans 4 : vs. |3-end Angela Fletcher
Intercessions Lin Preece

Sunday | Ith 08.00am Holy Communion

Lent 3 Ephesians 5 : vs. |-14 Antonia Pulsford

11.00am FAMILY SERVICE - AFRICAN ADVENTURE

Sunday 18th 11.00am MOTHERING SUNDAY - Strongest Link

Lent 4

Sunday 25th 11.00am Family Communion

Lent 5 Hebrews 5 : vs. 5-10 Harriet Crellin
Intercessions Erica Dilger

X Box Sunday School
Will be held in Church on Sunday 4th March. All children will be warmly welcomed.

Morning Fellowship - during Lent
9.15am every Wednesday in the Roman Catholic Church,
for about "> an hour of ecumenical prayer & contemplation.

Morning Fellowship - during Holy Week
9.15am every day up to and including Holy Saturday,
in the Roman Catholic church, for about /2 an hour of ecumenical prayer & contemplation.

Feckenham Roman Catholic Church
St John Fisher & St. Thomas More

Mass is celebrated every Sunday at 10.15am in the Church
Fr. Edward Clare, The Presbytery, Redditch. Tel. 01527 63096
Local contact—Phyllis Mott, Feckenham. Tel. 01527 893898
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Letters @

he Psaila family send a fond farewell to all in

Feckenham. We will sadly miss familiar
faces, many we have grown to love. The
children will miss choir, ringing the church bells,
youth club and their secret haunts and exciting
adventures. We will miss walking the High
Street, pretty winter scenes and spring flowers
appearing in the churchyard. Thank you from
our hearts for certain folks sincere kindness and
the care you have shared with our family.

We will be living in Cornwall where Anton has
a new job caring for vunerable people with a
Christian organisation. We are expecting a
baby in July and the boys are looking forward to
sharing new adventures by the sea!

Goodbye and God Bless
Love and blessings

Anton, Kerry, Elliott, Gabriel, Moses, Elias, Matilda
& Pilgrim WOOF! WOOF!

Church Flower Group
Easter Lilies

We are planning the decoration of our church
for the festival of Easter when once again we
will include arrangements of Easter lilies in
memory of loved ones. If you wish to donate
towards the lilies will you please send your
contribution to Ann Matthews, 8 The Square,
Feckenham B96 6HR.

Thank you for your support enabling the
tradition to continue. Jo & Marg.

Square Management
Committee

MERRY MASSES

The annual Carols on The Square once again
proved to be a popular way to start Christmas.
300 or so people gathered on Christmas Eve to
see the ceremonial switching on of the
Christmas Lights - a duty performed this time by
retiring Square Committee Chairman Peter
Masters. Gallons of warming hot punch and tons
of hot mince pies disappeared rapidly before
Steve Dalloway and his impromptu choir led the
throng in a spirited romp through a merry
medley of favourite carols. Much Christmas
cheer and goodwill abounded - Feckenham’s
festivities had officially begun.

A collection yielded a record £413 in aid of the
County Air Ambulance. The Committee is most
grateful to everyone who helped with the
jollifications by making mince pies, mixing and
serving punch, heating the food in their kitchens,
helping erect the tree (and chop it down on
12th night), rattling buckets and providing coffee
for the workers. We'll do it again this year -
same date - put it in your diaries!

(ool

Climate

Air Conditioning Systems
for your Home, Office or Business
Mr Simon Baker

Tel.: 01527 892823 or 07736 447705
E-mail: simen@cooclclimate.co.uk

Feckenham Church Family Service

Moreh 18th at T1am
@é‘@ 72D

trongest Linl@ N
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Obituary

—+)
i)

Edith Joan Savage

1922 - 2011
by Margaret Eost.

um was born and brought up in

Inkberrow at Barrow Fields Farm. She
attended Inkberrow School with her brother
Leslie until she was fourteen. She always went
to church on Sunday mornings and Sunday
school in the afternoon.

After leaving school mum went into domestic
service. During World war two ,she worked at
the BSA in Redditch.

On November 18th 1944 she married Tom
Savage and subsequently moved to 7 Moors
Lane. They had three children, Royston,
Christine and myself. The family moved to
Glebe Farm in 1959.

After her divorce mum moved to 8 Moors Lane
and remained there for over thirty years. She
loved her garden and planting up the pots each
spring.

After breaking her hip two and a half years ago
mum came to live with myself and my husband
Gerry.

She was a quiet, modest lady who always had a
positive outlook on life and enjoyed going to
church, Drop in and Luncheon club, where she
met up with her friends. Mum loved her large
family; she has two surviving children, nine
grandchildren and eleven great grandchildren.

She will be greatly missed by all her family.

Barbara Henshall
1931-2012

by James Barrett

um was born in Derbyshire and her early

life was tough, with little money and
having to make do and mend. Her father and
older brother were in the forces. Mum grew up
in a hardworking, loving Christian family and
Jesus Christ became real to her on 24t June

1944; last October at a church event she
described that day as the most important of her
life.

Mum trained as a nurse in Derby becoming
nurse of the year following her older sister,
Jean, who won the accolade the year before.
She also became a Queen’s Nurse.

She came to Redditch as a district nurse and
midwife and here she met my father John
Barrett, this proved to be a powerful
combination as they were both Methodist Local
Preachers, and with dad’s enterprising energy
and business skills alongside mum’s organising
and determination they built a very successful
business from very humble beginnings —
Barretts of Feckenham.

At this time mum also had two sets of twins,
helped to run a small farm, a Shetland Pony
Stud and carried on with her Church and
Community roles.

My father died suddenly, aged 42, this was to be
one of the hardest times of her life — she drew
heavily on her faith. She sold up and moved to
Inkberrow — a new life — she became involved in
setting up Crossways, a home for battered
wives and she also became a Masgistrate.

She renewed her friendship with her old friend,
Frank Henshall, and he came down from
Derbyshire to help her design her new garden
and ended up marrying her!

Frank was a passionate gardener, something
mum loved all her life, they spent 28 years
together. Mum lovingly cared for Frank until his
death in 2007.

Mum had by now moved to smaller property in
Inkberrow - a bungalow — with a smaller
garden. But was it less work — you must be
joking — it was an unkept garden on the side of
a quarry— this proved to be her last challenge
which she entered into with great relish - she
cleared the cliff face and then planted it as a
tiered garden!

Mum always had time for people, she was a
‘mother’ to many, she had a great sense of
humour and a strong faith that underpinned her
life.

She leaves 4 children, 5 grandchildren and 5
great-grandchildren, she will be greatly missed.



Thought for the
month

RUNNING ON EMPTY

| like to think of myself as one of the great risk
takers of this world, and indeed | am more than
willing to reach out into the unknown on
occasions. In contrast, | often see Margaret, my
wife, as providing the cautious reflective
measured advice in any situation. However,
there is one occasion when we both seem to
change places and Margaret becomes the great
risk taker and | exude an anxious, nervous,
cautious and worried, risk adverse approach to
life. This is all about the amount of petrol we
need in the car in order to feel safe. For some
inexplicable reason, Margaret seems able to
drive for miles with the needle pointed on
empty. Sometimes through remote countryside
at night! This leaves me apoplectic with anxiety
both for the car and for her!!! On the other
hand, once | get through half a tank, | begin to
get edgy and jumpy looking at the needle. | get
in the car and say to Margaret, “| need to get
some petrol — I've only 123 miles left in the
tank” and she will look at me as if | am
completely mad.

John Green

This illustration reveals just how different we
are and how we might change our personality
profile in different ways and in different
situations. | am often seen as the optimistic
one, always envisaging a good outcome in every
situation; sometimes despite indications to the
contrary. Yet, when it comes to petrol in the
tank, | imagine that | am going to be stranded
and that the petrol will not last and that | will
break down in the middle of nowhere, my
phone will not be working and then | shall
discover that one of my tyres has also gone flat!
The human personality is very complicated and
mysterious and it takes a long time to really
begin to know ourselves, as it does for others
to begin to know us. Yet what could be more
marvellous than taking more time to develop
relationships with each other that will stand the
course of time and which will provide
encouragement, nurture, and shade for us in

times of darkness and challenge.... and when
we are running on empty?

There will always be times in our life when we
feel that we are on our own or running on
empty. It appears to be an effort to get from
one end of the day to the other and nothing
much seems to lift the greyness of the clouds
that surround us. At times like this, we need
the strength, colour and closeness of others
who, because of the richness of their
personalities, will be able to sustain us in the
same way that we will be able to sustain them
at other times when we are feeling much more
three dimensional and alive. One of the ways
that we can grow closer to one another is to
realise the power of words or, on some
occasions, no words. We can use words to
encourage, to affirm, to express love, to give
worth, sometimes to challenge. When we use
words in this way, we are building relationships,
expressing creativity in the same way that an
artist does in painting a beautiful picture. Please
remember that St John tells us that, “In the
beginning was the Word” and that, “The Word
became flesh”. Our lives have the enormous
potential to be powerful channels of God’s
Word and love. On some occasions, our lives
will be a real blessing for others and on
different occasions other people’s lives will be
able to touch us. Being close to one another is
the only way to live on empty.

Feckenham Church
Family Service

March 11th
at 11 am

ARICA ADVENTURE S
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g};‘;@ 9% 26 26 2% 26 %g ’ég;? Bowbrook Group
THE QUEEN'’S % Lent 2012
DIAMOND JUBILEE %

There are plans afoot within the
village to do something for the
Queen’s jubilee. If you feel able to
help in any way with the organisation % Wednesday 14 March 8.00-9.30 pm,

we would be really pleased to hear At The Jinney Ring

from you. The thinking is to keep it % Does having a faith make us better people?
simple so that everyone can enjoy %
being together with their neighbours
and friends. Perhaps a big picnic on %
the Green with fancy dress and %

LENT COURSE - SO THEN!

Wednesday 7 March 8.00-9.30 pm,
At the Galton Arms (upstairs meeting room)
% Is there really such a thing as a miracle?

Wednesday 2| March 8.00-9.30 pm,
At the Galton Arms (upstairs meeting room)
What is prayer and does it work?

games for the children culminating Wednesday 28 March 8.00-930 pm,
with a beacon on Berrow Hill and % At The Jinney Ring

maybe some fireworks! If you have Is there really life beyond death?
any other ideas or could help please %

2P K K K 2 K K K K K

contact Ann Matthews on 892180. % Do come along, air your own views and be
prepared to be challenged and hopefully to be

L BE D€ € € € € € 3¢ Q‘s surprised by new insights into some fairly hard

questions which we all ask from time to time.

FAREWELL TO THE REV. BIDDI

(fhat's On this. 2 srocx & BRADLEY

Please come to Hanbury Church on
Sunday 25th March at 12.30pm-2.00pm for a
light lunch and a glass of wine.

7th Gardening Club
Bradley Green Village Hall - 7.30pm

i 1
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11th Walking Club : We will have the opportunity to say a very :
Meet at Stock & Bradley Churchat [l | big thank you to Biddi for all she has '
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14th & 28th

Drop In

Drop in for a Coffee and a Chat
10 am - 12noon

Bradley Green Village Hall

contributed to our life over the last three
years.

If you would like to make a donation
towards a leaving gift, please pass any gift
onto the wardens or to the Reverend

. ) Canon John Green

. ) == s -——————-
20th E;klgf’:;l:;ri:ﬁhTeam presents ! GOOD FQIDAY
DCR"E g‘!ligfl-;l’Er:(n?embers ! APRIL 6TH
e e I CHILDREN'S ACTIVITIES
Tickets: 01527 821442 | 1000 -12.20
For more information see i IN THE CHURCH

ke e m e e

STOCK & BRADLEY CHRONICLE



Family Service
Gary Crellin

A LETTER FROM GOD

As you got up this morning, | watched you and
hoped you would talk to me, even if it was just
a few words, asking my opinion or thanking me
for something good that happened in your life
yesterday — but | noticed you were too busy
trying to get the girls ready for school - doesn’t
the alarm clock go off at the same time each
day? | waited again. When you ran around the
house getting ready | knew there would be a
few minutes for you to stop and say hello, but
you were too busy. At one point you had to
wait |5 minutes with nothing to do except sit in
a chair. Then | saw you spring to your feet. |
thought you wanted to talk to me but you ran
to the ‘phone and called a friend to get the
latest gossip. | watched as you went to out to
The Village Shop and | waited patiently all day
long. With all your activities, | guess you were
too busy to say anything to me.

| noticed that before lunch you looked around,
may be you felt embarrassed to talk to me, that
is why you didn’t bow your head. That's OK.
There is still more time left. | have hope that
you will talk to me. You went home and it
seems you had lots of things to do. All those
after school activities. After a few of them
were done, you turned on the TV- Masterchef
again. | don’t know if you like TV or not, but
you spend a lot of time each day in front of it,
not thinking about anything — just enjoying the
programme.

| waited patiently again as you watched the TV
and drank your last cup of tea of the day -
doesn’t that keep you awake? Again you didn’t
talk to me. Bedtime — | guess you felt too tired.
After you had said goodnight to your family you
flopped into bed and fell asleep in no time.
That’s OK because you may not realise that |
am always there for you. I've got patience more
than you will ever know. | even want to teach
you how to be patient with others as well. |
love you so much that | will wait every day for a

9

nod, prayer or thought or a thankful part of the
heart. It is hard to have a one-sided
conversation. Well you are getting up again and
once more | will wait with nothing but love for
you hoping that today you will give me some
time.

Acknowledgement to "A box of delights" by J. John
and Mark Stibbe.

As we approach Easter, perhaps we should think
about giving God through His Son Jesus Christ
some of our time. After all He gave everything
for us- especially His Son. Throughout Lent,
various study groups are taking place across the
Bowbrook Group. In Holy Week, a series of
reflections and times to be together are available
for you to share together this most Holy of
weeks. In Feckenham, our Community Prayer
Group - that prayers for the parish and beyond,
meets at the Roman Catholic Church each day at
9.15am, including Holy Saturday - there's
devotion! Join us. Together we can listen to
God and HEAR what He has to say to us.

Our Family Service Group offers you TWO
opportunities to share some time with God this
month. On the 4t March, Ann Matthews and
Cyril Warrilowewill be talking about our hopes
within your churcheto develop a lasting and
compassionate link with Tanzania. On the |8th
March, it will be Mother’s Day or Mothering
Sunday. A great time to show love and respect
for your Mother - be she near to you or far
away. Time to get her along to church - then
treat her to lunch (and doing the washing up)
afterrwards. Both services start at | lam. Hope
to see you there -+ With every blessing,* Gary

Landscaping
Jeff Annand Contracting Ltd.

Bloekpaving - Ponds - Patios - Gronndwork
& General Property Maintenance

Free Quotes
References available
Fully Insured

Tel: 07968 668906
or 01527 894745




WHAT’S ON IN FECKENHAM

Menesda, 1£h March - 1
This Month: THE GREAT GATSBY
by F. Scott Fitzgerald

. Dl fom Morion Chute - 692285

Fe(,k_enbam Readers Group Tanzania Coffee Morning

To support a link with
Berega Hospital, Morogoro, Tanzania %
Saturday, 24th March -10am - 2pm ke
St John the Baptist Church, Feckenham ‘-,I.

Join us for coffee, tea, cakes, soup and more.
All the family welcome!

/{\\ ) Slock & Bradiey GARDENING (LUB
J8ex, Lies, and Putrefaction

I.U | /‘
{‘/\ / Y ...(he Story of Pollination
O\ Wilh Tim Walker
: \ Wednesday, March 7(h - 7.30pm
2 Bradley Green Village Hal
Call 821156 for details
FECKENHAM WI

Feckenham Village Hall
Thursday, 8th March - 7.30pm

Experiences of a County

ir Ambulance Pilot
with Mark Wilkins

Visitors welcome - £3

' FECKENHAM FLOWER &

GARDEN FESTIVAL

/;\: ’ Saturday 12th and Sunday 13th May, 2012
X/ GARDENS OPEN THROUGHOUT THE VILLAGE

E Ay FLOWER FESTIVAL IN THE CHURCH

”‘4\* WI TEAS IN THE VILLAGE HALL

WS PLANT SALES, ETC

MORE DETAILS NEXT MONTH

To get you event listed in these
pages e-mail details to
whatson@feckenham.f9.co.uk

Feckenham Forest

History

The Lord

Society
Ley cester

Hospital, Warwick
with Lt CGol Gerald Lesinki

Tuesday, 13th March - 7 .30pm
Webheath Village Hall

Feckenham First School QUIZ
Saturday, 17th March - 7.30pm - Feckenham Village Hall
Tickets and info from the School Office

10



http://whatson@feckenham.f9.co.uk

WHAT’S ON IN FECKENHAM

ﬁ ' FECKENHAM VILLAGE HALL

DIRECT FROM ITALY - SID HERO PRODUCTIONS presents S un d ay’ 2 5 t h M arc h

PAGHET SN

Tickets: £8 from The Village
Shop, The Rose & Crown
or Phone Skiddle on
0844 884 2920
Book online at
www.ticketsource.co.uk/fecken
ham

PLEASE NOTE: During the show the
band will cook FREE pasta for 10
randomly  selected audience
members ONLY. Modestly priced

THE ITALIAN MUSIC SHOW =52 =2

Wiitfr pasta cooked //ive orr1 stage

TRE
FECRENODEON SIS
PLUS:
Alfred
Hitchcock’s
THE MAN WHO
KNEW TOO

MUCH
with Leslie Banks,
Edna Best, Nova
Pilbeam
and PETER

LORRE

The original
BRITISH version
made in 1934

Saturdax 31st March at 7.30pm

The FeckenOdeon Cinema at Feckenham Village Hall - Tickets for all shows from The Rose & Crown
and Village Shop -Online Booking and full information at www.feckenodeon.co.uk
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Village Hall

lan Bellion

DELICIOUS DECADENCE!

We're not sure if Feckenham is ready for this...
on Sunday, 25th March at 7.30pm Shindig
and Feckenham Village Hall
present, direct from ltaly, Sid
hero productions in
Spaghetti Swing. A
fantastic band from Ferrara
will play fantastic 1950s Italian
swing music whilst cooking
equally fantastic pasta before
your very eyes - live and
without the aid of a safety
net. There’ll be fantastic dancing girls too.
Some of the music may be familiar to you,
played and sung with style, expertise, comic
timing, bravura, vibratto and occasional venom.
It's got a smoking hot
1950s swing jazz feel
and there will be a
fabulous Italian flavour
to the evening (and we
don’t just mean the
pasta). The themes of
the music are jealousy,
rivalry and revenge - all
performed with a
knowing twinkle in the eye and a twinkling eye
on the pasta. So there you have it - music,
comedy, sex, vendetta and pasta - what more
could you wish for on a quiet Sunday night...
The band’s publicity gives the following line-up:

Fred Brindisi - voice & coocking

Don Gigino Sidero - piano with fraud

Stefanino Paperetto - drums and explosions

J.J T.Bone - trombone and shot

Susy & Loli - femmes fatale
Please note that the band will cook for only 10
lucky people - however, home cooked pasta will
also be on sale at very modest prices - no-one
need go hungry!
Tickets at £8 are on sale at The Village Shop
and the Rose & Crown. You can book online at
www.ticketsource.co.uk/feckenham or by phone
on 0844 884 2920

The FeckenOdeon
Cinema Society

.

-

NOT FOR THE NERVOUS...

The main feature at this month’s
FeckenOdeon show is described as a “tribute
to Alfred Hitchcock” - but when the director
making the tribute is Mel Brookes you might
suspect that it won’t be a reverential tribute!
No cliché is left unturned in this fast moving
tale of events in the Institute for the Very,
VERY Nervous. Brookes plays a psychiatrist
with vertigo in “High Anxiety” on
Saturday, 31Ist March. Bring your
tranquillisers! It’s going to be a bumpy ride!
Mr Brookes is supported by his regular cast of
overplayers - Madeleine Kahn as a breathless
woman of mystery, Harvey Korman as a mad
doctor and, towering over them all is the
terrifying Cloris Leachman as Nurse Diesel.
Forget the tranquillisers - bring a
straightjacket!

The show starts with the real thing - vintage
Hitchcock in the form of the original 1934
version of “The Man Who Knew Too
Much”. An innocent man is drawn into an
assassination plot. The climax at the Royal
Albert Hall is an unequalled masterpiece of
tension. Leslie Banks, Nova Pilbeam and Edna
Best star - but you may never forget Peter
Lorre’s droopy eyed, creepy villain... more
tranquillisers please nurse!
Showing at 7.30pm on Saturday, 3 Ist March
Tickets are on sale at
The Village Shop and The Rose & Crown
or you can book online at:
www.feckenodeon.co.uk
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Feckenham Spring Flower Show - Saturday 14th April

The 'Springtime in Feckenham' Flower Show will be held on Saturday 4th April in the Village
Hall. Teas will be served throughout the afternoon with home-made cakes and fresh baked scones.

There will be competitive entries for the best spring blooms (see below for a schedule of classes), and
a Children's Springtime Bonnet Parade, with prizes. Other attractions include the usual stalls,
together with bric-a-brac, cakes, and plants for sale, and the ever popular tombola and raffle. Please join
us to welcome the coming of Spring - the Show opens at 2.30pm.

SPRINGTIME IN FECKENHAM - COMPETITIVE CLASSES
The Hall will be open from 10.30am until noon for you to stage your exhibits

Adult Classes

|

2 5 cut Daffodils - short trumpet (all same variety)
3 5 cut Daffodils - double (all same variety)

4 3 cut miniature spring flowers (all same variety)
5 3 cut Tulips (all same variety)

6 5 cut flowers (all same variety)

7 A Spring arrangement in any container

8 A bowl of Spring bulbs

9 A pot plant in flower

10 A pot plant for foliage effect (no flower)

5 cut Daffodils - long trumpet (all same variety)

Children's Classes

I A Spring Posy

2 Make a flower (out of any
material of your choice)

3 lllustrate 'Springtime' in any way

you choose

There are separate prizes for pre-school
children and children under 9 years old

Exhibits in classes 6, 7, 8, and 9 will be returned to you. All other flowers will be auctioned at the end of

the Show after prizes have been awarded.

The Flower Show Committee will run a bric-
a-brac stall and a cake stall and would be very
grateful for donations of good quality bric-a-
brac items, please, and cakes of any sort. Any
items can be left in the car port at 'The
Paddocks’, High Street, Feckenham, at any
time, or at the Village Hall on the day from
10.00am until 12 noon. (or call Rob Cole,
01527 821156)

As Time Goes By

YOUR LOCAL FAMILY RUN
MEMORIAL SUPPLIER

Head Stones, Cremation Tablets,
Additional Inscriptions and
Renovation Work

Please call 01527 550505

To arrange a home visit or to find out our
opening times

Unit 5, Dunlop Road, Hunt End Industrial Estate
Redditch B97 5XP

“MEMORIALS THAT REFLECT A LIFETIME”

Wake 2012

Marion Chute

A Date for your diary - If you are planning your
summer then make sure you get the date for
The Wake in your diary for SATURDAY
JUNE 23rd

The Wake is an historic village event dating back
to 1237 and every year we can all celebrate the
creation of the market and fair for the feast of St
John the Baptist. We all get to have some fun
and raise some money for local organisations.
This year will be no exception.

Contact wake@feckenham.com or let any of
the committee know if you have any new ideas
or plans for your organisation.

The names to contact are Marion Chute, Charlie
Barrett-Meade, Alan Jones, Julian Bull, Fiona
Hawker, Rob Clements.
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Local Matters

Antonia Pulsford
(] (]

Berrowhill Lane repairs
According to the notice in the Advertiser at

the beginning of February Berrowhill Lane
will be closed temporarily for road repairs
some time from 27th February.s The work is
likely to take 5 days spread over a 5-week
period.e Residents and property owners will be
able to access their properties, but other

people will have to use Flying Horse Lane and
the Droitwich Road.

Art Society

Ian Ridley, together with Peter Horsley and
other Feckenham artists, will be exhibiting at
Astwood Galleries at their Spring Show on 24th
& 25th March 2012. The Gallery is now run by
Paul and Gemma McCormack following the
retirement of founder Tony McCormack. The
Old Bakehouse behind the Gallery has now been
opened to provide extra exhibition space and will
feature a permanent display of lan Ridley's work.
There'll also be a special exhibition in the Village
Hall in June as part of Worcestershire Arts Trail.

Vi l lage Ha" Improvement Fund 2011/12

February Winners
49 Pat Onions
123 Eoin Clarke £15
152 Andrew & Cathy Fisher £10

-
We would like to invite anyone from
the village to join us

at the RC church for a
“Traidcraft’” no frills lunch
(soup and cake)

on Sundaye | Ith March at 12 noon

Please let me know if you would like to
join us.s Phyllis Mott 893898.

No charge; contributions to charity
I I = = = = = = = = = = ==

£25

Personal
Ads.

2 Bedroom Barn for Rent in
Feckenham. From May 2012. Unfurnished,
Garden, Parking. Just redecorated. £800.00
PCM. Contact steve.dalloway@byretech.com
for more details.

JUMBLE
SALE EIJEHM

Saturday 17th March
2.00pm Village Hall

Cake Stall, Teas, Tombola

Lewis Allerw
Plumbing & Healing Ltd,

Central Heating / Boiler installations and
servicing

Power flushing

Landlord Gas safety Checks
Bathrooms

Installation of kitchen appliances
MNew build and extension plumbing/
heating

Leaks and emergency work

Tel: 01527 892398
Mobile: 07817596943

Able Maintenance

General Handyman
Painter & Decorator

External and Internal

Phone Bill On
01527 550172 or 07795 556685

Free Quotes - Public Liability - Reliable
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Village Shop

Jeff Matthews

ne of the more memorable presentations

we have had at the annual meeting held in
September each year, was one from the
manager of the village shop in Blockley, Gloucs.
He clearly knew his stuff, and one of his more
provocative comments was that “people
perceive that village shops are more expensive,
50p on everything, so you might as well charge
it”. Well, OK, it’s one route you could take.
However, we have always been mindful of two
things — firstly people are spoilt for choice on
the supermarket front around here. We noted
at the time that the nearest large supermarket
to Blockley was in Evesham |5 miles away,
Shipston or Moreton in Marsh — we have to
contend with about 8 in a 10 mile radius. And
secondly, whilst its business, it feels very cynical
as an approach — particularly as the whole
footing of the business is social enterprise and
creating something for the community.

And yet the perception that “you are more
expensive, because you are a village shop”
persists, which is why we commissioned some
very particular work on comparing our prices
with those of the local supermarkets. Here we
have tried to give a genuine comparison,
between the cost of a “typical” basket of
groceries between the Village Shop and several
local, large supermarkets. We carried out the
study at the end of January, and thought you
might be interested in seeing the results.

The first challenge of course, is what makes a
“typical” basket? Well here’s our attempt:

..5 }‘
Butter - Kerrygold

The basket content is:

Sugar - Silver Spoon Granulated

Tea - Tetley

Coffee - Nescafe Gold Blend

Milk - Semi Skimmed

Bread - Kingsmill White Sliced Med

Baked Beans - Heinz

Potatoes - King Edwards

Potatotes - Wilja

Onions - Large

Tinned Tomatoes - Napolina plum

Cornflakes - Kelloggs

Cat Food - Whiskas Canned

Dog Food - Pedigree Canned

Toilet Paper - Andrex Quilted

Woashing Up Liquid - Fairy Original

Orange Squash - Robinsons Sugar Free

Marmalade - Golden Shred
The price of this, fairly straight forward, not
overly exciting, day to day shopping basket of
products is £26.08 if you buy it now, in the
Village Shop.
If you were to buy the same basket of goods in
Sainsbury’s Redditch it would cost £23.90, at
Tesco, Redditch it would cost £23.4] and at
Waitrose £24.16. Interestingly, we are cheaper
for milk, washing up liquid and loo rolls (as well
as a number of other things like organic veg
which weren’t part of the survey).

So, unsurprisingly we are slightly more
expensive than the supermarkets for this
basket, between £1.80 and £2.00 more. That is,
until you add in the cost of getting the car
out.... then see what happens.

If we assume £0.50p per mile, which is the
average cost to run a car according to the AA,
if you take the distance from the centre of
Feckenham, then Tesco is £1.73 more
expensive, Sainsbury £4.97 and Waitrose a
whopping £6.33 more. So, for those within a
short distance of the shop, it makes sense to
use it for convenience items, let alone the other
things that we stock that you can’t get in the
supermarkets.

For those interested in the specific detail, we
have put the spreadsheet up on the Village Shop
website, which you can find at
www.feckenhamshop.co.uk . You can download
it from there.

By the way you can also find us on facebook
now — check us out there, too.
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PETER R. YARNOLD
CARPENTRY & JOINERY

Quality hand made joinery in
hardwood or softwood,
Windows, door, stairs, conservatories

and furniture
Meadow Cottage Agmore Lane,
Tardebigge, Bromsgrove.
Tel.1 01527 873552
Mobile: 07717 102604

Traditional, Demestic
& Contract Upholstery

LPHOLSTERY

» Curtains & Blinds

» Soft Furnishings - Loose Covers

» Cushion Inserts and Foam

« Fabric Sales

« Lnique Restored pieces of furniture
for sale

0dd View Cottage. Foregate Street, Astwood Bank
Tel 01527 893465 & 07929 973776
www.astwoodupholstery.co.uk

CORNELL

Established Over 40 Years

i Chimney Sweep
Clean & Efficient - Brush & Vacuum

Competitive Prices - Cowl Fitting

Graeme Butlin
O1I21 445 5913
0754 587 6475
46 Oxford Road, Moseley, Birmingham B13 ¢ER

Bray Maintenance Services Limited

Your LOCAL Gardening Service
Lawnmowing - Turfing

Garden Clearance - Fencing
High Pressure Surface CGleaning

For FREE quote call Carl Bray

01527 453163 or 07970 271653
Formerly Bray Services

luminium-&-WoodVentefians
RUTTAmR OVERV ou Blind
PleamiBlimistme
Couservatory Roof & Sides

Roller & Verticals CREQ TIVE
BLINDS

Tel: 01527 460103

Free Home Vigits » Free Measuring+ Free Fitting

www.cre8tiveblinds.co.uk

7 4
COLOR CODE MOTORS

ACCIDENT & REPAIR SPECIALIST
COLOUR MATCHING 100% GUARANTEED
LOW BAKE OVEN

FIBREGLASS & RESORATION WORK
FLEET & COMMERCIAL REPAIRS

LEE HALL-ANNISON

UnitA, Green Lane, The Slough, Studley, Warks. B80 7EY

TELEPHONE: 01527 854155

Monday - Friday 8am - 6pm

Open Now

Saturday 2am - 4pm
Droitwich Road, Feckenham, Redditch, B96 4JE.

Coffee ®* Tea ®* Cake *® Fresh Sandwiches

The Village
o ...drop in to sample our deli
fresh local produce on your doorstep

Sunday 10am - 1pm

Telephone: 01527 894475
)

Sy
E&:ﬂee Sho P

16




48 High Street
Feckenham

TOY™N  Bos 6us

01527 892188
A traditional freehouse village
with Food - owned and run by
Clarke family

WHAT’S ON
17th March - St Patrick’s Day
Bacon & Cabbage Special £5
6 Nations Super Saturday
18th March — Mothering Sunday
3 Course Meal £14.50; Under 10's £7.25
Serving 12 — 3 Bookings Essential

Proper Pub Food at Proper Prices
Quality meat from the Old Yarr Estate
Real Ales & Ciders
Camra Redditch & Bromsgrove
Pub of the Summer 2011
Weekday Lunch 3 Courses £6.75
Dish of the Day £4.75
Full Menu available daily,
Lunch & Evenings

ub
he

www.roseandcrownfeckenham.co.uk

178a Austin Road, Bromﬂrove B60 3NS

NO FIX = NO FEE

®Windows & Office Problems
BHardware & Software issues
®\firus Problems BNetworking solutions

®pgrades & advice BCustom built Pcs

SAME DAY RESPONSE
NO CALL OUT CHARGE

01527 576 611 or
0800 085 2143 Mon-Sun # 8am-6pm

www.click4pc.co.uk Open Bank Holidays

BpC Crashing - very slow
®nternet Connections

Can’ t thmk what to do with your marden?
et me help!

2 Claire Ellis

7 Bsc (Hons): Horticulture ' i I
HND: Carden Design & Management

Complete Gardens

Design & Planting
Maintenance & Rejuvenation
Consultancy

= (07773 101750 or 01527 894745

[0S
finterior Property Services
Office & Home Refurbishments
Ceilings & Partitions
Carpentry & Joinery

Timber Flooring
Painting & Decorating

Marc Bradle
07759 461406

ips@feckenham.com

Tony & Dean at

Heating Engineer

Gas appliances serviced & repaired:
central heating boilers, gas fires, cookers,
water heaters & warm air heating units.

¥ Landlord Certification
Commercial boilers serviced & repaired
| LPG services

Tel/Fax: 0121 258 2041

Mabile: 07973110138

REQSTER

Service & Repair to all makes
Tel: 01527 892483
]
~ L
o ofy MAIDS
Maids with Care is a famlly run
cleaning company for the domestic
and commercial business sectors.
Regular and one off cleans « Decp and spring cleans
Maving in and aut cleans « Praperty letring
Raliday cover = Qven cleaning » Window cleaning
We empioy. insure and CRB check our staff.
To arrange a sparkling clean ring 01527 401822
& maifinfo@maidswithcare. co.uk

MOT Testing Station
WITH CARE
Qur services include:
Iraning « Carpot and upholstory cleaning
www.maidswithcare.co.uk
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Feckenham W.I.
Jane White

Wl

INSPIRING WOMEN

Due to potentially difficult road conditions
on the night of our February meeting, we
sadly decided to cancel the meeting. By the
time of reading we will hopefully have enjoyed
our Annual Lunch this year at the Rose &
Crown.

At this month’s meeting on Thursday 8th
March we shall be welcoming Mark Wilkins
talking about the ‘“Experience of a County
Air Ambulance Pilot”. Village activities
(particularly the Carols on The Square - see
elsewhere in the magazine) regularly support
the County Air Ambulance charity so this is an
opportunity to hear about their work. 7.30pm
Back Room of the Village Hall, visitors
welcome £3.

On 17th March, at 2.30pm, we are holding
our annual JUMBLE SALE. Please bring
items to the Hall on Saturday morning, or
contact me (893281) or any WI member if you
need help.

Rous Lench & Inkberrow

Royal British Legion inc.

Feckenham Roger Hunt

he branch meets on the first Tuesday of
each month at 8pm at The Wheelbarrow &
Castle, Radford. This is an open meeting, all
interested persons are welcome. The chat is
good and the bar is open.
EVENTS FOR 2012
19th April - Quiz'n Chicken Evening. Raffle.
9th June - Cheese & Wine Evening at The
Poplars, Radford.
I13th September - Day out at the National
Memorial Arboretum at Alrewas.
Contact Roger Hunt 01527 853116 for details
and tickets for any of the above.
ARCHIVE - the Branch produces a quarterly
News Sheet, and there is an ongoing archive.
This can be viewed on open days. Items of
interest, both old and new can be sent to Major
Davidson, Branch President, 01386 792772.

Stock & Bradley

Gardening Club
Rob Cole

7th March 2012 - For this meeting, we will
welcome Tim Walker, Director of Oxford
Botanic Gardens. Tim is a highly entertaining
speaker and we are fortunate indeed to have
him to visit our Club. Everyone who has seen
Tim in action wants to see him again! Tim has
recently presented a 3 part series on BBC4
entitled 'Botany - A Blooming History' which
has been widely acclaimed, and his talk for this
evening is entitled 'Sex, Lies, and
Putrefaction - the Story of Pollination' -
this is an evening not to be missed !

THE FOLLOWING MEETING - In April
we will be holding our Annual Bulb and
Photographic Show. Members bring along
three blooms each of as many daffodil varieties
as they can muster, and everyone judges each
entry to decide the winner in each class. Lots
of help is available, and a list of Classes will be
available at the March meeting as well as on the
Show evening.

There will also be a competition for the best
photograph depicting 'A Winter Scene'.

All club meetings are held on the first Wednesday of
each month at the Village Hall, Church Road, Bradley
Green starting at 7.30pm, and are free to members
for an annual subscription of £10.00. Visitors are
made very welcome and may attend for £3.00 per
meeting. If you require any further information, ring
Jan Bates on 01386 792414 or Rob Cole on 01527
821156.

DOGGY PADDLE

Canine Hydrotherapy
WR9 7LB

h 01905 391501

= _.www.doggypaddle.net

" Earls Common
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JW & AJ BARRETT LTD

Craftsmen in Metal
Traditional Blacksmithing
Restoration/repair
Metal work for home & garden
Mobile Welding

www.artmetal.co uk
Tel/Fax 01527 893866
Mobile 07973 517781

Direct Floors floor

HOME SERVICE
Need a new carpet, vinyl or wood tloor?
With over 1000 samples brought to your
home, call now for a free no obligation
.‘\!. GUQ quotation.
2 Tel: 01527 894777
s = Mohb: 07968 923456
"u‘;;mw;’* 7 Days a week
R M www. dircct-floors.co.uk

WﬂO

AR AIR CONIMTIONING SERVICING

AUTOTECH

Moror VemcLe Servics

Ter: 01527 892254

I Queen Streel, Astwood Bank

All Cars & Lighl Zommnercial Vobicle Ropairs & Sorviciag

Froe Collielion & Dielivery - Deakdown & Bicovery
Tyre Filbing While [ Wi

TYRES EXHAUSTS BATTERIES TYRES

powbrook Gardeng

linaginative high quality landscaping
Patios & garden walls
Ponds & water leatures
Swimming pool & ponds fibreglassed
Also Pond & PPatio cleaning
Feneing & Hedge cutting
focal, friendly service, references available
Call Glenn - Crowle 01905 380128
Mobile 07792613020

15 Astwood Lane

Feckenham Headless Cross
Worcs, B98 6HG Redditch. B97 5BS

BRAY & WARRING

6 Burns Close

Yan L.Bennett

NTER AND DECORATOR

BOARDING CATTERY
Earls Gomman
Himbleton

01905 391648
Jane Moule

Established 1966 ESTIMATES FREE
GENERAL BUILDERS Astwood Bank. Redaich,
Tel.: 01527 893480 Worcestershire. B96 6 DT
or 01527 545238 & (01527) 893162
¢ - ’ Town&Country
Purradise

Privatc Hire & Driving Scrvices
Prompt and reliable

local transport to all Airports
Social travel, short or long journeys, transport ko corparate &
sporting events, wedding car available, business travel,
seaports and rail stations.

Driver only service - Fully Licensed and CRE checked Drivers
Chauffeur vehicle available

01386 753156 / 07910 381707 / 07505 406686

e-mail: info@tcexecutivetravel.co.uk

Wehsite: www.tcexecutivetravel.co.uk




BrRAY BrRD

TREE SURGEONS.

TREE SURGERY - HEDGE TRIMMING
LOPPING, PRUNING - STUMP REMOVAL -

TEL: 01527 892828

MoOBILE: O7970 263779
67 WESTONHILL CLOSE, ASTWOOD BANK FULLY INSURED - NPTC CERT.

S.E.DAVIS & SON vum. The Farmshop

Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Tel: 892716 & 893343 SR S
The Tearoom
Broken Slabs, Brick Hardcore, Mon-Sat 10am-4pm
Sand, Gravel, Ashes, Cotswold Sindyioam Apin
tone, Cement, Topsoil, etc.
- e d P 4 Our aim is to provide quality fresh local
LARGE OR SMALL QUANTITIES DELIVERED produce from small independent growers
PLANT HIRE AVAILABLE and producers.
\ We supply , The Cheese Counp
building e

materials Th Stables Butchery
to help e Frsh Loc

ran f rm www.thestablesfarmshop.co.uk

t ansro o1527 894167

: Astwood Lane, Astwood Bank, Redditch,
\ ‘Worcestershire Bos 6PS

TONATHAN SPROULE & SONS LTD
(MASTER BUILDERS)

20 Years Experience

SPECIALISTS IN
CHARACTER & PERIOD PROPERTIES
HOUSE EXTENSIONS & RENOVATIONS
Mere Green Cottage, Hanbury, Worcs. WR9 7DZ

Tel: 07973 445048 & 07976 826065 Fax: 01527 821452
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