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* MEMORIALS -

Additional Inscriptions
& Renovations

All work is to the Highest Standard

Burcot Forge, Unit 4, 338 Alcester Road,
Burcot, Nr Bromsgrove B60 1BH
Tel: (01527) 876200 Mobile 07710 976744

As Time Goes By

YOUR LOCAL FAMILY RUN
MEMORIAL SUPPLIER
Head Stones, Cremation Tablets,
Additional Inscriptions and

An Independent Family Owned Funeral Directors

F g}

THOMAS BROTHERS

Family owned funeral homes in Redditch, Bromsgrove,
Wathall & Alvechurch. We provide a friendly,
dignified service paying special attention to detail.

REDDITCH TvEs
@ 01527 54777 i

BROMSGROVE
01527 831700

Renovation Work WYTHALL

Please call 01527 550505 01564822001
ALVECHURCH
0121 445 3422,

To arrange a home visit or to find out our
opening times

Unit 5, Dunlop Road, Hunt End Industrial Estate
Redditch B97 5XP

“MEMORIALS THAT REFLECT A LIFETIME” “A family concern”

Tapcasti ||y s

OMPUTER SERVICES

Traditional and Power Sweeping
Clean, reliable and fully insured
smoke test, CCTV and certificates.
Evening and weekend appointments

Tapcast is a family business, based in
Inkberrow, with over 20} years
experience, supporting computer

systems in businesses and homes
also available Member of the

Instit

For: Computers, Laptops, Networking, Broadband, Email, te of Chimney

Upgrades, Repairs, Support and more Based locally in Inkberrow Sweeps
web: www.tapcast.coouk  tel: 01386 792196 Phone: 0 I 386 793248
email: jane.neali@tapcast.co.uk Mobile: 07789 721303

Beauty “n COUNSELLING & PSYCHOTHERAPY

5y Elizabeth dermalogica JUSTINE BARRETT BSc MA
; Skin Therapist 1 mapping Reg UKCP Reg MBACF (Acred) AMBICA
INKBERROW

' Flexible gppoinfment
O\ fimes available 01386 792 148

Telephone: 01527 822698 . . .
- / Mobile: 07890 978059 Depression, Anxiety, Stress , Loss, Bereavement, Grief,
Beauty therapy, bio sculpiure, massage, Cider Wil House

Self esteem, Infertility, Pregnancy,
facials, gel nails, waxing, eyelash finfing, ider Mill Lane, Bradley Green
manicure, pedicure and many more! ire B96 6TH

Birth , Trauma, Abuse, Work related issues..........




JUNE Diary

Production Team
lan Bellion — What’s On
892130 whatson@feckenham.f9.co.uk

Sat |st “All Round Voices”  Vi#ade Hall e Y e N ———
Tues 4th  12.30pm Lunch Club Village Hall, Back 89 jen@28highstreet.co.uk
Room Antonia Pulsford — Reviews
892268
Wed 5th 7.30pm  Stock & Bradley Bradley Jo Warrilow — Advertising, Mags by
Gardening Club Village Hall post 892059
. Jane White — Editor 89328|
Thur 134 7.30pm  Feckenham WI \Filllage Hall, Back e e o
oom Magazine online at
Sat I5¢  Ilam- Fun on The Farm Cleobury www.feckenham.com
3pm Mortimer Many articles in Feckenham News are
e ' . contributed by members of the public. They
Sat |5t 7'30Pm Taratara Parish Church remain the responsibility of the writers and
neither the production team nor the
Sat 22nd | - 5pm The Wake The Square, Field  publishers can be held responsible for the

& Church Teas

FUN ON THE
FARM
with picnic

Saturday |5th June, 2019
I lam — 3pm
Admission by ticket: £10

Picnic included  Fun activities
Children and adults welcome
Meet at Sue & James Barrett’s farm in
Cleobury Mortimer (40 mins)
*Children must be accompanied by an
adult.
Contact: Ann Matthews 01527 892180

Or Tricia Mortimer 01527 402302
IN AID OF MISSION .
MOROGORO0

views and assertions contained therein.

Front Cover

A view from Swansbrook
Lane across to Burial Lane

Photo by Colin Hunt.

(ool

Climate

Air Conditioning Systems
for your Home, Office or Business
Mr Simon Baker
Tel.: 01527 892823 or 07736 447705

E-mail: simon@coolclimate.co.uk
Web: hitp://www.coolclimate.co.uk

LN J_/\ l._'._,
X, = DPS I

Dixons Property Services
Cluality Building Projects and Properly Maintenance
Brick & Blockwork & General Buildin?
& Maintenance - Internal & Externa
Tel: 07835 305 815/ 01527 328 916
Email: stuart@dixonspropertyservices.co.uk
Web: www.dixonspropertyservices.co.uk

Based in Feckenham, Nr. Redditch, Worcestershire

JMA Electrical
& Heating Services

Domestic & Commercial Heating
Warm Air

LPG

Landlord Certificates

Electrical Work Undertaken
Fuse Board Changes

Inspection and Testing

o0 0 00 00

0121 258 2941 & 07973 110 13“'
"I'=-'ll dhe1@hotmail.co.uk safe




Church Services PARISH CHURCH

of ST.JOHN
JUNE THE BAPTIST

Priest-in-Charge: Rev Wyn Beynon 07595 313035

Church website: www.feckenhamchurch.org.uk Email: info@feckenhamchurch.org.uk
Parish Office: Telephone: 01905 778181 Email: bowbrookgroup | @gmail.com
Open Tues., Wed. & Thurs. |0am-Ipm & 2-5pm: Mon. & Fri. Closed

at - The Wychebrook Group, The Parish Centre, St Andrew’s Street, DROITWICH, WR9 8DY

Readers and Intercessors

Sunday 2nd 11.00am Sung Eucharist

Easter 7 Acts |6: 16-34 Mark Wheatley
Revelation 22: 12-21 Stephen Cox
Intercessions Barbara Wheatley

Sunday 9th 11.00am Holy Communion

Pentecost Acts 2: |-21 TBC
Romans 8: 14-17 TBC
Intercessions Erica Dilger

Sunday 16th 6.30pm Evensong

Trinity Sunday Proverbs 8: |-31 Patricia Collins
John 16: I-15 Jeff Matthews
Intercessions Pat Onions
Sunday 23rd 11.00am Holy Communion
Patronal Festival Isaiah 40: |-11 Ann Matthews
Intercessions Mark Wheatley
Sunday 30th 10.30am All Together In One Place — Bradley Green
Trinity 2 Holy Communion

followed by a Bring and Share lunch at Bradley Green Village Hall

Feckenham: Baptisms,Weddings and Funerals
Initial contacts for these should be directed to Rev.Wyn Beynon:
My mobile number is: 07595 313035 or email wynbeynon@gmail.com  Thank you! Wyn

Feckenham Roman Catholic Church
St John Fisher & St. Thomas More

Mass is celebrated every Sunday at 10.15am in the Church
Fr. Anthony Rohan, The Presbytery, Redditch. Tel. 01527 63096
Local contact—Phyllis Mott, Feckenham. Tel. 01527 893898
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The Churchyard

Jeff Matthews Jﬂ{mr%

s many may know, Pat and Carol onions are

beginning to step back from their many
volunteer duties in the village, particularly in
support of the church. Over the past 25 years plus,
their efforts in and around the Churchyard have
been particularly valued. Along with Brian Robson
and a number of other volunteers they have kept
“God’s Little Acre” as a resource for everyone in
the village to enjoy.
That’s something we are hoping to continue, in
particular emphasizing it as an area for nature
conservation, walks and for use as a village
resource, as well as being an area of remembrance.
To that end we are looking for some more
volunteers who might be prepared to offer an
hour or so, every other week during the summer
to strim and cut grass, or get involved in other
small maintenance tasks. If that’s something you
think you can help with, please get in touch.We
have three small areas that need volunteers to cut
them, and some help in keeping the paths cut
(strimmers and a sit on mower provided, if
needed).You can reach me at jeff@the-madison-
group.co.uk or on 07976 921 106.

FECKENHAM |

MOT Testing Station

Servicing & Repair to all makes

Tel: 01527 892483

Fleldfares
3

Locarcd in Cookhill
Please Call Samantha
on 07919912069

or e-mail samnicholls21 @aol.com

Village Hall

lan Bellion

RAISING THE RAFTERS...

Last month we reported that the Village Hall’s
external timbers were in trouble. The 85 year
old fascias and associated supporting bits have at
last shown their age and are beyond repair... and,
as a consequence, the guttering and downspouts
also need replacing. The first estimate for the job
comes in at around £16,000. More quotes will be
sought but this figure, supplied by a respected
local builder, is likely to be the cost we'll need to
cover. The Committee will be seeking grants but
a lot of the money will have to be raised locally.
So, if you’ve a lottery win you don’t know what to
do with, just email the Hall at
hall@feckenham.f9.co.uk and we’ll let you know
how to pour your riches into our bank account
(all donations large or small can be Gift Aided to
make your generosity even more valuable)... But,
if you’re not rolling in cash, you can contribute by
buying tickets for one of our fundraising events.
The Hall’s participation in the Shindig scheme
helps in cases like this. We've put in a bid for
three shows this season - we’ll know what we’ve
got in June. In addition to that, a local show
business Angel has offered to stage a concert for
the Hall in December. Tickets for all these will be
available soon - snap them up please. It’s certainly
possible to have fun when you’re fundraising!

) his month
What's On £V o ek & BRADLEY

GARDENING CLUB
Climbers & Other Plants
with Jim Almond
7.30pm - Village Hall

100+ Club Annual DRAW
& Summer Cream Tea Afternoon
2.30pm - Village Hall

50/50 AUCTION
In aid of Church kitchen & toilet

3pm Acceptance of lots
6pm Viewing

7pm Sale commences
Contact: Mick Ralphs

01527 821527

For more information see

STOCK & BRADLEY CHRONICLE




A Kind Offer
'Flickering Images'

| have acquired a Duel Standard 8mm / Super 8

silent film projector to view some old family films.

If anybody in the village would like to borrow it
over a weekend they are very welcome.
Arthur Hind 07802775509

Do not forget!

The wonderful Tarantara Choir is
coming back to Feckenham!

Join us on
Saturday 15 June 7.30 pm for a

fabulous evening of music.
All proceeds will go to the on-going win-
dows restoration project at the Church.
Tickets (£10 including an interval drink) are
on sale at the Village shop and the Rose
and Crown .
For further details contact Louise Denne
louiseddenne@aol.com

48 High Street
Feckenham
B96 6HS
01527 892188

A traditional freehouse village pub
with Food - owned and run by the
Clarke family

Open EVERY DAY all year round
Proper Pub Food
at Proper Prices
Special Dishes - every day
Quality locally sourced meat
Full Menu available daily
Lunch & Evenings (not Sunday evening)
Real Ales & Ciders
4 real ales on hand pumps every day
Traditional ciders - fine wines
We're in the 2019 GOOD BEER GUIDE
Casque Marque Award for quality beers

Tuesday,4th June - in the Bar from 8pm

Traditional Music
Saturday, 22nd June

The WAKE
Food all day (Noon until 9pm)

www.roseandcrownfeckenham.co.uk

Prayer Fellowship

A New Home wanted.

s a lot of you will know Walter and Muriel

have moved out of Feckenham and that for
many years they used to host the Bible Study and
Prayer Group. So now we are without a home.
Some of us would like to restart the group
preferably within the Feckenham and Callow Hill
area. We have been meeting on a Wednesday
evening from 8pm until around 10.30. To study
the Bible in either book form or sometimes a
video or a visiting speaker, sing a few relevant
hymns and pray for people and situations locally
and internationally. It doesn’t matter if you are a
believer or not, Anglican, Catholic or any other
denomination, just if you would like to know more
about the Bible. At the end of the evening we
have a mug of coffee and biscuits and usually a
good chinwag.
We are hoping to re-start as soon as the schools
go back in September. Please contact Carol or
Pat onions on 01527 404055 or
ptcmo@blueyonder.co.uk if you are interested to
know more or can offer the group a new home.

Landscaping
Jeff Annand Contracting Ltd.

Blockpaving - Ponds - Patios - Groundwork
& General Property Maintenance

Free Quotes
References available
Fully Insured

Tel: 07968 668906
or 01527 894745

HARDWOOD

LOGS

FOR SALE
NO DELIVERY CHARGE

TREE TOPPING
HEDGE CUTTING
GARDEN CLEARANCE
Telephone anylime:

01905 620934




Local Matters

here has been a spate of 4 break-ins along the

Ridgeway recently. Targeting garden sheds and
office; hedge cutter, leaf blower, bikes , camera, drill
and chargeretc. Also some theft of items from a
parked car on drive, and van in Astwood Bank.

WEST MERCIA POLICE have given the following
advice -

Please consider improving your garden security
with dusk to dawn lighting, shed alarms, curtains or
screens over shed windows and adding padlocks to
your shed doors. Display a sign warning the shed is
alarmed.

More detailed crime prevention can found
on the West Mercia Police website, (Crime &
Safety section)

VEHICLE CRIME ,Vehicle Safety

Most vehicle crime is opportunistic and happens as
a result of a vehicle being left vulnerable or
unsecured for example:

* doors or windows left unlocked

* keys left in the ignition

* personal belongings on display (e.g. handbag,
laptop)

* Tools & equipment left in work vans

* sat nav and holder left in vehicle

* parked in a poorly lit areas

* vehicles being left unlocked with engines running
to defrost during winter

Following these simple steps will help us to reduce
vehicle crime even further and save you the hassle
and expense of having to repair any damage caused
during a vehicle break-in. Visit the West Mercia
Police website, (Crime & Safety)

WD & NM Willison Ltd

Land Repair & Maintenance
Fencing & Groundworks
e Livestock Management & Care
e Hay/Straw/ Logs

Free estimates - over 20 years experience
Based locally in Bradley Green
Mob: 07825034320 / Tel: (01527)821589

Email: wwdandnmltd@gmail.com

Square Management
Committee

DOOMED TREE

At the time of writing the diseased horse
chestnut tree on The Square is still in place.
Because it’s in the Conservation Area we have
to have permission from the Borough Council
Tree Officers before felling can start - and that
has to go through a consultation period, etc.
We’re aiming to have the job done and the site
usable in time for The Wake.

CARTOON CAPERS

Plans are well in hand for this year’s Fun on The
Square - Cartoon Capers. The main
attractions for the young and brave will be the
Flintstones Club Bashing Tournament (see how
hard you can whack your opponent) and the
Road Runner Acme Elastic Challenge (how far
can you get before you're dragged back?).. For
the less athletic there’ll be dancing to Big Al's
Looney Tooners... and for those just wanting to
sit back and relax there’ll be Speedy Gonzalez
Chile Dinners, Squarepete Spongeburgers and
Super Barrio’s Real Ale and Wicked Wine Bar...
as well as Raffles and other attractions.

At the start of the evening there’ll be a grand
procession and race for the Wacky Racers -
constructed by you! We want to see as many
wild and creative creations as possible - make
your racer out of anything you like - it has to
move on wheels (no engines allowed!) - Have a
go - there’s an entry form below!

Cartoon Capers - Saturday 20th July from
6.30pm

1 Please drop this form into the collecting boxes at the
Rose & Crown or Village Shop. Last date for entries
is 19th July



WHAT'S ON IN FECKENHAM

FeckenO@deon 2 Burien(UlnEONEEE

he Cinema in the Back Room

From the stage af The

Olivia Coleman in LONDON COLISEUM

“A YARCE

Saturday,

I7tH August
AN

cepban FroM

MIKE LEIGH'S
Production oF

| S
oF P NZANCE

The Fe ;(-ncunn Cinemas at Feckenham Village Hall
Tickets £10 (Members £7.50)
ook online 2t wwwifeckenodeon.co.uk .

by phone on 0333 666 3366
or in person at The Village Shop or The Rose & Crown

bamsmpe
FeckenOdeon 2 at Feckenham Village Hall

; /...

EE@KEM@@:@M i

Saturday, 28th September at 7.30pm - Subscription P
TUPPENCE MIDDLETON, JAMES PUR unv Jlbl noun

FISHERMAN'S FRIENDS|

Saturday, 26th October at 7. 30pm - Subscription Prog
ﬂmn STEWART & GRACE KELLY is ALFRED MITCHCOGK'S

Saturday, 28th December at 7.30pm - Subscription Programme &

FHE MAGGIE
PLUS 1 '!'I'IE GHOS"I' OF ST MICHAELS

a.y 28th February ati. 30pm - Subw;npunn Programme &
IOIEI' EDFORD & FAYE BUNAWAY in

Send details of events for FREE listing to: whatson@feckenham.f9.co.uk or call 892130



WHAT'S ON IN FECKENHAM

THE
FECKENHAM

prr o

SESSIONS

\)\ RADITIONAL
L MUSICMAKING
at THE ROSE& CROWN

First Tuesday of every month from 8pm
NEXT SESSION: Tuesday, 4th June

Feoker)bam Readers (amup
B Hednestag, 12th dune - 74

This Month: FASTING AND FEASTING
by Anita Desai
Details from Marion Chute - 892285

/) Mock & Bradley GARDENING (LUB
©¢7*~(LIMBERS AND OTHER PLANT
*«\&'ﬁ’;h__ With Jeii Soulsby
| C Wednesday, 5(h June

1.30pm - Bradley Village Hall

Quiz &

on the lawn

rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr

s Thursday, I1th July 7309&1
pnmrose Teams of up to six

o Usual exciting Raiﬂe
Feel free to donate a priz
Entrapce £2 per person - don rdaozh Primrase Hospice

All the Fun of the Fair at

= C R R A

WAKR

FREE ENTRY
PARKING £3.00

22 JUNE

Puch&hty Spm

Inflatables

Bungee Acrobatics
(lassic Cars & Bikes q
Fire Eaters & Jugglers (3 )
Hog Roast & Food Stalls |~ /-
Licensed Bar

(in & Prosecco Bar

Fun Dog Show

Arrow Valley Brass Band
Tug of War

Art Show

Grand Prize Draw
Assorted Stalls

theWl

meinavoues At FECKENHAM VILLAGE HALL
BIRTH 0F A I]REAM

Huh l:nle

FECKENHAM WI |

Thursdgtvi 13th June - 7.30pm

Visitors Welcome at all meetings - £4

ALL ROUND VOICES
PRESENT
w SONGS FOR A
SUMMER
’ AFTERNOON
‘ ' ’ FECKENHAM VILLAGE HALL
SATUR?AY | ST JUNE

The Sick
Children’s

Trust
TICKETS FROM THE SHOP

OR caLL 07722 596339

TICKET INCLUDES DRINKS & HOME MADE CAKES

Send details of events for FREE listing to: whatson@feckenham.f9.co.uk or call 892130




FeckenOdeon Cinema
Society

lan Bellion

SNAP

CE

no FeckenOdeon film
everybody has to have a break - but in July our
community cinema will be storming back with a
film that’s been shocking and amusing audiences
all over the world. In “The Favourite” England is
at war with the French. Nevertheless, duck

PING FAR
There’s

in June

racing and pineapple eating are thriving.
Queen Anne’s close friend, Lady Sarah, enjoys
power... but Cousin Abigail arrives and tries
to replace her as the Queen’s favourite. The
gloves are off for aright royal rumpus. A
wildly entertaining, bracingly cynical comedy
of royal manners a farce with teeth!
Features Olivia Coleman’s Oscar winning Queen.
“THE FAVOURITE” (15)
Friday, 12th July at 8pm

In August there’s a jolly evening in store with a
performance direct from English National

Opera’'s London Coliseum. Mike Leigh’s
production of “The Pirates of Penzance” is a
bright, breezy and cheerful show - just what we
could do with at the moment!
“THE PIRATES OF PENZANCE”
Saturday, |17th August at 7.30pm

Tickets for all FeckenOdeon shows are on sale at
The Village Shop and The Rose & Crown.
You can also book by phone (through TicketSource)
on 0333 666 3366 or online at

www.feckenodeon.co.uk
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SWANSBROOK Radio
WAKEY WAKEY!

Swansbrook Radio, finger on the pulse of local
happenings as ever, will be at The Wake on
22nd June - ready to talk to local people about
local things and to meet our lovely listeners -
and those who might like to become our lovely
listeners. Our pop-up outside broadcast studio
will pop-up on The Square ready to report on
interesting things and meet interesting people.
Not only that, our presenters will be handling
the announcements for the event. Stuart
Knowles, Paul Furey and lan Bellion will be
manning the microphone to give news of event
activities and lost children. So, if you have
something you you want to publicise, anything
you want us to cover or simply feel like a chat
please do pop in to our pop-up anytime during
the day. We'll be delighted to meet you - and,
who knows, to put you on the air!

FOR THE NIGHT OWLS...

Joining us soon is new presenter Dave Jones -
or The Grumpy Flat Cap as he likes to be
known. Dave will be entertaining those of you
who like to stay up late with a selection of the
smoothest sounds ever. Dave’s programme
“Night Cap” will be on air soon - check
swansbrook.com for details.

IT COULD BE YOU...

Like Dave, you too could soon be on the air at
Swansbrook Radio. If you've an idea for a
programme, want to become the Feckenham’s
answer to Chris Evans or just lend a hand - we’d
be delighted to hear from you.

LISTEN TO THE SWANS

Just go to www.swansbrook.com and follow
the instructions you'll find there. Listen to
what you like when and where you like -
as often as you like.

FECKENHAM’S OWN Local Radio
www.swansbrook.com



Village Shop

As we celebrate our 10 years of trading, we
should remember how we became a
Community Enterprise, winning two national
awards and why it is so important that the Shop
continues to play a key role within the village and
neighbourhood. For those of you who have seen
old photographs of Feckenham, taken about a
hundred years ago, you can’t have failed to notice
the number of shops in the High Street. Of
course, this was a time before the advent of
supermarkets, online shopping and seven day
trading. Slowly those small family run businesses
disappeared. For over 20 years Feckenham
became a ‘shop free zone’. When the Village Plan
was compiled, just over 10 years ago, there was
growing support to re-establish a shop to serve
the needs of the local population. Hence the
Village Shop as we know it today, was born, and
has done well. The principal reason for its success
is simple, the idea was conceived within the village
and has been subsequently owned by the village, in
effect it is ‘your shop’. Over 80 local volunteers
provide hours of unpaid work ensuring the Shop
continues to trade seven days a week and every
week of the year.

So much for the history lesson, but what about
the Shop’s future? Well the Shop belongs to all of
us who are lucky enough to live nearby and
therefore it deserves to be supported by all of us.
Financially it is on a sound footing with each year
making a small profit primarily due to our zero
wage bill. However, it could, and hopefully will, do
much better in the years ahead. Realistically we
don’t expect villagers to do their entire weekly
shop with us; after all we can’t compete with
numerous local supermarkets on either price or
choice of products. However, we are much more
than a convenience store selling fresh bread, milk,
newspapers and a surprising range of grocery
items. We have a decent Deli, a reasonable
choice of beers and wines, an excellent selection
of ready meals, and an extensive range of
cupboard essentials. So if you haven’t made a visit
recently it’s time you dropped in and had a look
around or maybe come along and enjoy our coffee
and homemade cakes; increasingly people enjoy
visiting the Shop and meeting with friends.

Over the last few months we have welcomed new
members to our Board and acquired some new
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volunteer shop assistants too, though more are
always needed. The shop which is run by locals as
a village amenity, continues to financially support
village events and has been delighted over the years
to have helped 30 of our young people in the
completion of their Duke of Edinburgh Awards. It
is proof that it is not just a shop but an integral
part of our village life. To qualify as a ‘living village’
apparently a community has to have a church, a
village hall, a school, a pub and of course a shop.
Feckenham is fortunate that it ticks all these boxes,
but all those component parts need to be actively
supported. So let’s remember how lucky we are
and ensure that our Community Shop continues to
thrive and with your help, as either a customer or
volunteer or both, it will.

John Calvert Chairman

Shirley & Carol’s
COFFEE MORNING

Friday 5t July 2019
at 33, High Street., Feckenham
10.30-12.00
In aid of Parish Church
and Brain Tumour Trust.

Plants, Raffle, Bring & Buy, Books,
Cakes, Jams, Nearly-New and much
more.

Please come and support us. We will
be in the garden weather permitting. All

donations will be gratefully received.

Can’t think what to do with your garden?

Let me help!

=3
{— Claire Ellis

{ y
Complete Gardens
Design & Planting
Maintenance & Rejuvenation
Consultancy
07773 101750 or 01527 894745




Feckenham
Cricket Club

Bob Gordon

Hopefully you haven't bought a broom during May as this
used to be considered very unlucky. This is based upon
the old saying “Buy a broom in May, and you will sweep
your family (and friends) away” - implying that your loved
ones are put in danger by such a purchase. Well, | played
safe and intend to put my investment in a new broom
back to June instead.
The cricket season started early for the first team with
an away fixture in the Premier Division of the
Worcestershire County League at Bewdley on Saturday
April |3t This did not go well, a weakened Feckenham
team being sent in to bat and struggled to 63 (captain
Jamie Reddish making 23). Bewdley made the runs in 15
overs.
This pattern continued for the following matches which
included losses against Stourbridge, Worcester and
Pershore. In the match at Old Hill (previous winners of
the Birmingham League) the home side made 258-8 but
this was too much as Feckenham could only reach 139.
However, this was not against a team that used to be a
force in the Birmingham League. Yasir Mehmood stood
out for us, scoring 5| runs and taking 4 wickets, which
was encouraging.
It is unfortunate that the club finds itself in the toughest
amateur cricket league in the region at a time when key
players are missing or injured. At the present time,
survival in the Premier Division is looking rather
uncertain.
The second team have also suffered from lack of players
and have not yet won a fixture by early May. In fact, their
fixture at Netherton on 4t May had to be called off
when two players dropped out on the morning of the
game. So...
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO PLAY CRICKET, CONTACT
NICK REDDISH ON 07802 212125.
Junior cricket is also underway and the Under |0 team
won a close friendly match against Worcester, while the
Under |2s lost on the final ball to Avoncroft. Junior
cricket is a key part of the club, bringing young players in
a structured way through softball tournaments at 8/9
years to hardball senior cricket. Our current crop of
youngsters are exceptional and several have already
played for the senior teams at |3 or 4 and as you may
know, five are members of the Worcestershire County
squads. These boys and girls are our future.
The club is part of the ECB's All Stars scheme, which is
an 8-week programme that introduces boys and girls
aged 5-8 to the game in a structured and fun way.
Parents register their child online at
https://ecb.clubspark.uk/AllStars/Course/9a953462-cfe0-
4d7b-872a-5006de64066a and the child will receive a
backpack full of goodies including a cricket bat, ball,
activity book, personalised shirt and cap all sent direct.
The cost is only £40, paid to the ECB. All Stars was very

popular last year so please sign up early to avoid
disappointment.

The first All Stars session takes place at the Mill Lane
ground on Friday June 7t, from 5:15-6pm.

Away from the game, the work continues. Mowing and
rolling are regular activities of course but there is a lot of
infrastructure that needs to be kept in good shape. Our
sight screens (those large white vertical structures at the
boundaries behind the wicket) were home made a
number of years ago and the rollers on which it can be
moved were almost totally rusted away. Club stalwart
Alf Bennett (a retired engineer) has always helped and
advised the club on things mechanical and suggested that
the wheels on our old pitch covers could be removed
and fixed to the base of the sight screens. With angle
grinder and diamond-tipped drills at the ready, this was
achieved after some mild cursing and scraped knuckles.
Well done Alf and thanks also to Nick from Col's Minis
for his help.

The club's Land Rover has been serviced to ensure that
it is in good shape for the regular circuits of the outfield
towing our collection of gang mowers. Regarding the
gangs, we have three, but one was taken out of action
due to clutch issues. With help from another club
member Rob Banner, this was partially dismantled,
revealing that the drive gears are in good shape and the
clutch release levers are gummed up. Stripping, de-
greasing, reassembly and an oil change will go a long way
to making them effective again.

With the number of junior squads of different ages, we
desperately needed another mobile net that could be
rolled onto a wicket, enabling different age groups to
practice at the same time. Using money raised from the
Cricketforce weekend in early April, the new net arrives
today (May 9th). A new static net is expected to follow.
Inside the clubhouse, the collection of framed
photographs, mainly of past teams and players, have been
rehoused in new large frames. Photographs of our junior
players will then be displayed alongside, illustrating both
the history and the future of the club.

The club is launching female cricket, based on the ECB-
sponsored Women’s Soft Ball Cricket, colloquially
known as “The Prosecco League”. This form of cricket is
fun and sociable, with no hard ball, no heavy bats and
with all equipment provided. Games typically last two to
four hours, so there is no time to be bored. Our
involvement began in earnest with an introductory
meeting and casual practice after junior coaching finished
on Fri. May 10t. The intention is to participate in selected
festivals, one of which looks particularly attractive, taking
place as it does on 9th June at New Road in Worcester.
There is a free ticket per participant for the England
Women vs West Indies Women later that day.

If any ladies in the village are interested in playing — even
if only occasionally — please email

amandagordon677 @gmail.com .

Upcoming fixtures at Mill Lane which include our junior
teams and county representative games, which often
feature Feckenham players:
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Thu 30th May at |pm - Worc's 70+ v Glos' 70+

Sat Jun Istat |pm — Astwood Bank (Ist team)

Sun Jun 2nd at |0am — Alvechurch (Under 12)

Mon Jun 3rd at 6pm - Astwood Bank (Under 10)
Thu Jun 6th at 6pm - Cookhill (Under 10)

Sat Jun 8t at |pm — Colwall (2nd team)

Sun Jun 9t at | lam - Worc's U4 v Leics U4

Tue Jun | It at |pm - Worc's 70+ v Wales FCL 70+
Mon Jun [0t at 6:15pm — Droitwich (Under 12)

Sat Jun |5t at |pm — Chaddesley Corbett (Ist team)
Sat Jun 22nd at |pm — West Malvern (2nd team)

Thu Jun 27t at |pm - Worc's 70+ v Leic's 70+

Sat Jun 29t at Ipm — Bewdley (st team)

Sun Jun 30t at 9:30am - Feckenham festival (Under 9)
Come down and watch — you will be very welcome. In

the meantime, find us online at

https://www.feckenhamcc.co.uk/ .
Feckenham W.I.
Glenda Smith
INSPIRING WOMEN

At our April meeting Feckenham WiI

celebrated its 100th birthday. We enjoyed a
relaxed evening meal, partaking of a delicious
salmon cooked by Linda, accompanied by salads
and vegetables, followed by a choice of puddings,
all provided by members.
It was a very pleasant evening of conversation and
social time with a fun quiz provided by Vivien and
free raffle with everyone winning a prize
organised by Sheena.
Our AGM took place on Thursday 9th May. This
was attended by a smaller number than is usual
which is a shame as after business there was
plenty of time for a quiz, social time and light
refreshments.
We were joined by WI advisor Helen Sparks, she
took us through resolutions being voted upon ie
funding for bus services and promotion of smear
testing. These resolutions will be presented at
the National annual meeting.
Linda Harris was voted in as our president again
after agreeing to do another twelve months.
Our June meeting will be on Thursday June
13th in the Village Hall back room at 7.30pm.
We have a change in speaker and it will now be
Rob Cole talking about how he developed

Meadow Farm entitled Birth of a Dream.
Visitors are very welcome £4.

Up Coming Garden Visits: |8t June Milbrook
Lodge, AlfrickContact Vivien Hunter 402360

Stock & Bradley

Gardening Club Rob Cole

NEXT CLUB MEETING - Wednesday 5th
June - 7:30pm will be a talk by Jim Almond
entitled 'Climbers and Other Favourite Garden
Plants'. Jim is a regular contributor to our pro-
gramme. He is a keen photographer as well as
a grower and will show us some of the plants
which have become his favourites.

The theme for the Monthly Competition will be
'A Flowering Climber'.

The following event - Tuesday 2nd July -
Coach Outing is to Hodnet Hall in the morn-
ing and Wollerton OId Hall in the afternoon.
Prior booking is essential and only a few spaces

remain on our 49 seater coach.

Club meetings are held on the first Wednesday of each
month at the Village Hall, Church Road, Bradley Green start-
ing at 7.30pm, and are free to members for an annual sub-
scription of £5.00 for 2019. Visitors are made very welcome
and may attend for £3.00 per meeting.

If you require any further information, ring Dinny Pynsent
(Secretary) on 01527 821355 or Rob Cole (Chairman) on
01527 821156.

Stocks Cottage
Middle Road
Stock Green

B96 6TE

Melanie - 07990 826 377
melanie@stockgreendoggroomers.co.uk

www.stockgreendoggroomers.co.uk

Luxury facilities for exclusive one to one
grooming on all breeds.

Free pick up and drop off service
available. Max 16 miles round trip.
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GASTRO/TEAM
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The Forest offers imaginative
cuisine, fine wines and real ales
all in a friendly atmosphere.

TAYLORS

SOLICITORS

For all your legal needs

* Probate

* Affairs of the Elderly

* Lasting Powers of
Attorney & Deputyships

e Wills, Trusts and
Inheritance Tax matters

* Conveyancing
Buying, selling or remortgaging a property

1 Mason Rd, Headless Cross,

9 1 Droitwich Road, Reddlfcn. 397 EEDA':- Efo‘sy Parking

EFOI’ Feckenham, B96 6JE. ome vistis avaran'e

o 01527 894422 01527 544221
Lexcel  yu iylorsolciors.com 18 gz
Regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority —Tlo 515404

v 7 4
THE IRONING CENTRE
bk COLOR CODE MOTORS
Astwood Bank

Next to Astwood Smiles Nursery
The Old Coach House)

IRONING
LAUNDERING
DRY CLEANING
REPAIRS & ALTERATIONS
SHOE REPAIRS
COLLECTION & DELIVERY

01527 894040

ACCIDENT & REPAIR SPECIALIST
COLOUR MATCHING 100% GUARANTEED
LOW BAKE OVEN

FIBREGLASS & RESORATION WORK
FLEET & COMMERCIAL REPAIRS

LEE HALL-ANNISON

UnitA, Green Lane, The Slough, Studey, Warks. B80 7EY

TELEPHONE: 01527 854155

75 Inkberrow

: Physiotherapy & Acupuncture

CLINICAL SPECIALIST PHYSIOTHERAPIST
EXPERIENCED ACUPUNCTURIST
INDIVIDUALLY TAILORED TREATMENT PLANS
FLEXIBLE APPOINTMENTS TO SUIT YOU
RECOGNISED BY MOST HEALTHCARE INSURERS

www.inkberrowphysioacupuncture.co.uk
T:01386 792126 M: 07801 993125

L.E. Plasterer & Decorator

all aspects of plastering and decoration undertaken

Jor a free estimate call

07909 911833
01905 772890

realistic prices
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JW & AJBARRETT LTD

Craftsmen in Metal
Traditional Blacksmithing
Restoration/repair
Metal work for home & garden
Mobile Welding

www.artmetal.co uk
Tel/Fax 01527 821500
Mobile 07973 517781
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Direct floors
Home service
( Carpets + Vinyls* Wood-floors « Laminates)

4
[ do

1 Mobile showroom to your home
| Save up to 30% on shop prices
71 Over 3000 samples on our van

01527-894777

K] www.direct-floors.co.uk

Furniture moved & carpets uplifted
\_for OAP’S & disabled free of charge |

AR ATR CONDITIONING SERVICING

ViU M Wal
AUTOTECH
Motor Vehicle §_erv'}ses - MOT C?lﬂl’e
TEL: 01527 892254
1 Queen Street. Astwood Bank
All Car & Light Vehicle Repairs & Servicing

Free Collection & Delivery - Breakdown & Recovery
Tyre Fitting While U Wait

TYRES EXHAUSTS BATTERIES TYRES

aowbrook Garde,.e

Imaginative high quality landscaping
Patios & garden walls
Ponds & water features
Swimming pool & ponds fibreglassed
Also Pond & Patio cleaning
Fencing & Hedge cutting
Local, friendly service, references available
Call Glenn - 01905 937852
Mobile 07792613020

CORNELL

‘g\\z) Established Over 40 Years
S Chimney Sweep

Clean & Efficient - Brush & Vacuum

Competitive Prices - Cowl Fitting

Graeme Butlin
OI21 445 5913
0754 587 64785
46 Oxford Road, Moseley, Birmingham B13 9ER

Rehabilitation Massage
& Pain Managemen

For Stroke, M.S, Parkinsons, Rh. Arthiritis, old injuries
and other long term illnesses.
Deep tissue, Ayurvedic, Swedish, Therapeutic
& Herbal pouch massages available.

Relax body & mind and relieve pain by Indian massage,
Art of Breathing and Natural Therapies.
Home visits
Call Jose - 07742732083
www.Ayurvedictherapy.co.uk

Bennett Decoration

Painting & Decorating
Interior & Exterior
B First Class Work
~Tel: 01527 893162

“Mob: 0797 3627269
Free Estimates

air

Venables
Property Services
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RAY B

|REE SURGEDNS

TREE SURGERY - HEDGE TRIMMING
LOPPING, PRUNING - STUMP REMOVAL

TEL: 015247 892828

MoOBILE: O7970 263779 )
184 THE RIDGEWAY, ASTWDOD BANK FULLY INSURED - NPTC CERT.

NATIONAL AWARD WINNING COMMUNITY SHOP

The Village
Shop:

Droitwich Road, Feckenham

* Coffee Shop
* Groceries
Deli ®

& _ £ ..

Weekdays 8am - 6pm

i , Saturday 9am - 2pm
COMPLETE RANGE OF SAND & GRAVELS, ROCKERY STONE,
WATER FEATURES, DECORATIVE CHIPPINGS, RECYCLED & Sunday 10am - Ipm
QUARRIED STONE, TOP SOIL, TURF, BARK & CEMENT. B

READY MIX CONCRETE & CPCS TRAINING w FREE
ALSO AVAILABLE ON SITE feckenhamshop.co.uk SECURE

Sandhills Farm, Edgicake Lane, Astwood Bank, B96 6BG T 0 I 527 894475 m : :l
01527 893343 + www.sedavis.co.uk n

J ONATHAN SPROULE DEVELOPMENTS
(MASTER BUILDERS)

20 Years Experience
SPECIALISTS IN
CHARACTER & PERIOD PROPERTIES
HOUSE EXTENSIONS & RENOVATIONS
Mere Green Cottage, Hanbury, Worcs. WR9 7DZ

Tel: 07973 445048 & 07976 826065 Fax: 01527 821452
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