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This month | don’t really
have much to comment
on from the village other
than my sadness at the
closure of the Lygon as
I've been away
welcoming a new
granddaughter to the
world.

| have seen the new bench at the top of the
recreation ground and it is really lovely.
People will be able to rest and take a little
time looking at the view, pondering or
having a picnic perhaps.

This got me thinking about where I'd take a

visitor to the village who had an hour or two

to spare. My top choices are:

For walkers and cyclists:

Resting a while on a bench on the square,
by the church or the new one on the
recreation field.

For those interested in history:

A visit to the church and read the

information boards on the recreation
ground describing King John’s Hunting

Lodge and the local wildlife. Also spot the
plaques in the windows marking those
houses of men who died or came back from
WW1.

For birdspotters:

A walk down Moors Lane to Feckenham
Wylde Moor and the view from the hide

For shoppers:

A browse around Winfields (that I still call
Barretts) followed by a walk to the village
shop to pickup groceries, have a coffee or
maybe an ice cream.

I love to take my visitors on a walk down
Mill Lane to the Whirly Hole, follow the
path up to Berrow Hill for the views and a
picnic on a sunny day, back down and past
the millwheel and to see the swans and
their cygnets at Mill House, drop into the
shop and make a final stop at the church
where | always point out the crown of
poppies.






Lunch Club - Change of Date

July’s Lunch Club will be held on July 9th
instead of July 2nd due to holiday
arrangements.

Jill Rowe

Cricket Club Thoughts - Phil Guise

We are very lucky to live in Mill lane within
yards of the Churchyard and the Cricket
Club. For all of us the last nine months has
been wet dreary and difficult. Especially for
the dog walkers!

| went down to the Cricket Club this
afternoon for the first home match of the
season. During the week | have watched Bob
Gordon and Steve Daniels work tirelessly to
get the ground ready. This has involved
repairing and painting the boundary fences,
an essential when a cricket ball costs £20!
The mowing of the outfield has taken two
weeks almost on a daily basis to get it to its
current condition - let alone the square,
probably the biggest in the County!

It looked a picture today. Sun shining and a
beautifully presented ground: a credit to
those who work hard to make it so. All we
do is turn up and watch!

| am sure everyone in the Village
appreciates the work that goes in to
maintain this wonderful community facility.

| am very fortunate from my garden to hear
ball on willow and the sound of children
playing in the summer

Pet hair could be harmful to wildlife

Most people have now heard of
neonicotinoid pesticides and how they are
harmful to pollinators such as bees, but how
many of us are aware that we are putting
those same chemicals onto our pets?
Fipronil and imidacloprid are widely used in
flea treatments, which are typically applied
to the back of the pet’s neck once a month,
but are no longer approved for use in

outdoor agriculture. Imidacloprid belongs to
a group of pesticides known as
neonicotinoids. Studies are now being
undertaken to see if pet hair containing
these chemicals is harmful to birds when
they use it to line their nests, and if it is
harmful to aquatic habitats when dogs
treated with these chemicals go into
waterways (see Dave Goulson's work at the
Uni. of Sussex etc.). So if you are in the habit
of treating your pet regularly for fleas (even
if they don't have them), you might want to
put their fur in the bin rather than in the
garden and think twice about letting them
go for a swim in the brook.

Jen Cary

Stock & Bradley Gardening Club
Summer Coach Trip
Friday 21 June 2024
Opened to non-members

In the morning a visit to Kingsbridge Farm
Gardens in Steeple Claydon, Bucks - a
stunning 6-acre garden; includes a short
introductory talk, free time to wander, tea/
coffee and biscuits.

Lunch at Buckingham Nurseries. The nursery
stocks plants and shrubs which are not
commonly found. There is a coffee shop /
restaurant or bring your own picnic - seating
available.

The final stop is at Thenford Gardens and
Arboretum. Spread out over 70 acres, the
garden contains over three thousand plants/
trees, beautiful sculpture area and rose
garden, medieval fishponds and lake. Lord
and Lady Heseltine have created an
impressive garden of importance over the
past 40 years. Refreshments available.

Price is £50, which includes all entry fees,
coach transport, and refreshments at
Kingsbridge. Coach leaves Stock and Bradley
Green Village Hall car park B96 6RW at
08.30am PROMPT, Leaving Thenford gardens
at 16.00pm, returning to the Village Hall,
approximately 17.00 hrs .

Please contact Gay Bligh -
m.gbligh49@gmail.com to book a place.




CHURCH SERVICES

PARISH CHURCH of ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST

Vicar: Fr Glenn Reading 01527 894436
vicar@feckenhamchurch.org.uk
Church Warden: Vacant
For Weddings, Baptisms & Funerals please contact Fr
Glenn
Website: www.feckenhamchurch.org.uk

Services for June 2024

FECKENHAM ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
St John Fisher & Thomas More

Mass will not be held at St John Fisher and Thomas More until further notice.

Mount Carmel 6 pm Sunday Mass is now the Live Streamed Mass.
Link: www.eventcast.uk/live (Type the link into the browser)

Fr. Anthony Rohan, The Presbytery, Redditch. Tel 63096
Local contact: Phylis Mott, Feckenham. Tel 893898




Feckenham Archive - Marion Chute

For this month we have a view of The Eight Bells pub on High street. Presumably the name was
from the church bells, can anyone tell me anything different? A private house for many years -
Just think, a village with three pubs, and now it looks as though we’re down to one!

Feckenham Artisans & Open Studios 2024

The artisan group has now increased to 15 members which is a great indication of the

creative talent within our village.

5 of the group are shortly to open their doors to the public as part of Warwickshire Open
Studios which runs from 22~ June to 7+ July. You will be able to view their latest work, buy or
commission work and observe live demonstrations of technique and process.

Sadly Worcestershire Open Studios is not taking place this year but since we are near the
border we’ve decided to join the larger Warwickshire event.

June 22~ and 23« lan Ridley and Jude Sullivan in the Village Hall
Deborah Watton and Jacqui Berry at 16 High St

June 29+ and 30« Julian Bull at 7 Droitwich Rd
lan Ridley and Jude Sullivan in the Village Hall
Deborah Watton and Jackie Berry at 16 High St

July 6= and 7= Julian Bull at 7 Droitwich Rd
Deborah Watton and Jackie Berry at 16 High St

Brochures are available at The Rose & Crown, Village Shop and Village Hall.
A further event is planned in October by the whole group.
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Update on Feckenham Community Renew Projects

As reported in the April Feckenham News,
both local artist Julian Bull, and the
Feckenham in Bloom group were both
awarded small grants administered by the
New Cultural Compact for North East Worcs,
for renewal projects around the churchyard.

Julian’s project to celebrate the fallen trees
in the churchyard will shortly be complete.
The outcomes are 4 striking prints which
appear to show the shapes of faces and
shells. A bespoke table joins the work and
documents the journey of a tree from
discarded firewood to being repurposed as a
useful and attractive object.

You are invited to view this work in the
church on display in the church from June
19+ (tbc).

Copies of the prints are available to buy,
with 25% going to church funds, whilst the

table has been donated for use by the
church.

The Feckenham in Bloom group have been
making plans to improve Church Walk. By
the time of The Wake, the Walk should be
tidied and ready for planting shortly after.

Both projects have been funded by the UK
Shared Prosperity Fund and administered by
the ReNEW Cultural Compact for North East
Worcs.
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Kathy’s Collection: Blue April

This year | tried to visit several bluebell
woods. | may have left it a week late, but the
sun and birdsong more than made up for it.
Native bluebells carry their scented flowers
to one side of the delicate stem, unlike the
more robust, unscented Spanish bluebell
which I have in my garden.

"They're associated with ancient woodland
and are often used in combination with
other species as a clue that a wood is
ancient. Woodland butterflies, bees and
hoverflies all feed on their nectar - bees can
‘steal’ the nectar from bluebells by biting a
hole in the bottom of the flower, reaching
the nectar without the need to pollinate the
flower. In the language of flowers, the
bluebell is a symbol of humility, constancy,
gratitude and everlasting love. It is said that
if you turn a bluebell flower inside-out
without tearing it, you will win the one you
love, and if you wear a wreath of bluebells
you will only be able to speak the truth."
(https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-
woods-and-wildlife/plants/wild-flowers/

bluebell/)
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There is no doubt that our Village Shop is a
great community asset, both as a
convenience store and as a social hub. We
would certainly miss it if it wasn't there.
Why is it so successful? The answer is easy...
it is due to the dedication of our team of
volunteers who are prepared to give freely
of their time every day of the year, with the
only exception being for the three days we
are closed during the Christmas festive
period. This month It is appropriate that |
acknowledge how amazing our Shop
Volunteers are because from the 3rd to the
9« of June it is National Volunteers Week
across the UK. The week celebrates the
wonderful work that volunteers make to
communities across the Country and is a
chance to recognise, celebrate and thank
them for all they contribute. whether it is
locally or to society as a whole.

So, on behalf of the Board may | thank our
85 volunteers for all their hard work during
the last twelve months and for their
continued commitment and enthusiasm.
The Shop has enjoyed another record
breaking year and we could not have
achieved that success without them.

I am delighted to report the encouraging
news that following our recent social media
campaign, we have recruited a further six
new volunteers who are about to join the
Shop Team once they have completed their
training.

Finally something new to try this month. We
have just brought into stock a range of
individually wrapped cake slices to
supplement our delicious home baked
offering. Ideal to take home for an afternoon
treat or

alternatively

enjoy with a cup

of our excellent

and competitively

priced coffee.
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An Organic Allotment by Pete Delaney

June already, the month that hosts
midsummer’s day, and yet it feels as if the
summer has hardly begun. Almost
everything has had a late start as the ground
has been so wet during spring this year.
Seeds that germinated seemed to grow on
reluctantly, even my radishes grew in slow
motion.

I have mentioned my parsnip germination
battles before. This year | sowed three
different types, only the 2 rows of 'Gladiator
F1' came up which was strange in that the
two rows were of two different seed
companies, Kings and Fothergills,
respectively. | have resown the barren rows
with more Gladiator F1.

My onion family are thriving, the garlic looks
strong, will it have split cloves after the last
practically frost free winter? I'll soon be
finding out as | should be harvesting it by
the end of this month and it's leaves are
already showing signs of its age. Most of my
2 beds of shallots are growing well, except
for a few on one of the beds that seems to
have something nibbling the leaves. This
month | shall plant out leeks (that have been
growing in trays in the polytunnel, then pots
in the cold frame) into their final growing
bed outside, dibbing them in by poking a
hole with a broom handle, dropping the
young leeks in without back filling the hole,
leaving the weather and the leeks growth to
fill it up.

Runner beans that | planted out mid May
are climbing the canes, | made a long row
with a section of haricot french beans that |
am trying out this year.

Peas are following suit climbing the net
fencing set out for them. During June they
shall flower and hopefully by the end of the
month, yield their first harvest.

Give thanks for broad beans... As | write this
in May, my broad beans are just beginning
to lose their first flowers and grow small
bean pods and | can see we shall be
cropping them in June. | look forward to

their harvest but shall miss the vivid display
of fragrant flowers that they add to the plot
in early summer.

My fruit net area is looking nice this season.
Raspberries are showing plenty of flowers
and the 2 gooseberry bushes are laden with
unripe green fruit that turns into a red
sweet berry as it ripens. The grape that |
planted 2 years ago looks the best it has
been and | am hoping | may see flowers and
a bit of fruit this year.

| also planted 3 column miniature fruit trees
this spring, an apple, a pear and a cherry. All
3 seem to be establishing well although |
would expect no fruit until at least next year.
They are a novelty tree really but sit well in
the fruit net with the raspberries and
gooseberries.

Well often a late start can mean a late finish
with extended harvests...so here's to a
fruitful midsummer and on....
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Rob Cole’s Gardening Tips

COMING OUT !

| take lots of photographs in the garden, not
only as a record of what we grow, but also to
follow the progress of the garden as it
changes and matures over the years.

In so doing, | have realised that many plants
are just as exciting when they are coming
out as when they are in full flower, so | have
started to take photographs at this stage,
too, and have been surprised at how many
come into this category.

Not every plant goes through this attractive
‘coming out' stage, but some are quite
outstanding. Every year in early Spring, |
eagerly await the new shoots of the
Paeonies as they begin to pierce the ground.
Paeonia mlokosewitschii (known as Molly
the Witch by those who can't pronounce its
real name) is particularly good at this stage,
and its magenta new shoots last a lot longer
than the fleeting flowers. Christopher Lloyd,
with his customary wit, said 'it flowers for
about five days in early May, and is at its
ravishing best for about four hours', and he
is right !

Poppies are a very good example of plants
which look good when they are not yet fully
out. The buds of Papaver orientale 'May
Queen' are particularly attractive, and when
they start to split and reveal the sumptuous
orange-red tissue within, they are just
wonderful. | first encountered this poppy in
Pat Stuart's garden in Wanaka in New
Zealand some years ago, but she did not
know its identity. Since then, | have found it
growing, and labelled, in the Hiller Garden
at Dunnington where it is occasionally
offered for sale.

Many of the Alliums are good when they are
first coming out, and often give no clue as to
the final flower which will emerge. We grow
Allium 'Purple Sensation' in a number of

places and the fat buds gradually burst
open, firstly to reveal a crumpled mass of
petals, and eventually the typical starburst
of flowers. Anticipation of what is to come
is very much part of its appeal. The leaves
of most Alliums are going over when the
flowers are coming out, so we try to conceal
these dying leaves with a good ground cover
plant through which the flower stems will
rise. We have found that Geranium 'Mavis
Simpson' is a perfect height for this purpose,
and the flower colour complements the
purple of the Allium beautifully.

Allium atropurpureum is one of our 'most
asked about' plants and the name is well
demonstrated when in tight bud. The colour
pales a little when in full flower, but is still
striking. It sets lots of seed and can be
raised easily, but most of the bulb
companies have it in their catalogues if you
want a head start. | am surprised that it is
not more widely grown.

My final choice is Hosta, many of which are
at their best when newly emerging, rather
than when in full leaf. Hosta 'Wide Brim'is a
perfect example, with erect stems and
immature leaves which are crumpled like a
butterfly emerging from a chrysalis.

Plants which have a long season of interest
are so valuable, especially in a small garden,
and a period of beauty when they are
coming out is always a feature to be
considered when choosing what to buy, and
is an added bonus.
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Stock and Bradley Gardening Club Report

Our 1% May meeting was a talk by Philip Smith entitled ‘The Fragrant Garden'. Philip, or Pip
as he prefers to be known, is a landscape designer from Droitwich and showed us a wide
range of plants which would bring a whole new scented dimension to our gardens.

PLANT SALE - at Bradley Green Village Hall, Church Road, Bradley Green

Our annual fundraising Plant Sale was held on Saturday 11th May 2024 and proved to be an
enormous success. The plants for sale were all raised by our members. Our visiting nurseries
and plant supports table all did equally brisk trade. Entry queues formed well before
opening time at 10am, and by 10:45am the majority of plants on display had been sold!

Our visitors enjoyed tea/coffee and cake and went away with boxes crammed with keenly
priced plants. Provisional ﬁéures recorded a total income for the Gardening Club, after
expenses, of around £1,400 - an all time record. This event allows us to keep our
membership subscriptions low, and to subsidise the cost of our coach outings.

NEXT CLUB EVENT - Wednesday 5% June 2024 at 7:30pm

Our next meeting is a talk by Josh Egan-Wyer entitled ‘The Very Best Plants for June' which
he will demonstrate with live plant material.

The subject for the monthly competition is ‘My Favourite June Plant'.

Club meetings are normally held on the first Wednesday of each month at the Village Hall, Church Road, Bradley
Green starting at 7.30pm, and are free to members for an annual subscription of £5.00 for 2024. Visitors are made
very welcome and may attend for £3.00 per meeting.

If you require any further information, ring Rob Cole (Chairman) on 07544 832052.
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Feckenham Cricket Club

Bob Gordon

The sun is shining and it is warm — perhaps we will be able to get a match on at Mill Lane!

As | write the ground team have been working hard to make the best of the improved
weather. Steve Daniels has excelled himself with the stripes he has mown into the square
and adjacent areas, while strimmers and utility mowers have been busy tidying non-playing
parts of the ground. The boundary boards are in place and we are ready to go.

In addition to the 1+ and 2~ teams playing on Saturdays, junior matches on almost any day
and Feckenham Ramblers on a number of Wednesday evenings, we will also be hosting the
Worcestershire Over 70s team on Thursday 30 May for a fixture against Wales.

After a frustrating wet start to the 2024 season with several cancelled fixtures (both home
and away), junior cricket finally started on Sunday May 12th. The Under 13 team delivered
a very convincing win against Redditch in the T20 league. Our boys dismissed Redditch for
60 in 12.3 overs through a disciplined all round bowling performance and we then scored 64
without losing a wicket. Shashank scored 32 not out and Rory Gavin was 30 not out.

Perhaps you have a child in your family that is interested in playing cricket? If so, we are
running Under 13, Under 14 and Under 15 teams during 2024 and these include a
combination of both midweek and Sunday fixtures. If you know any juniors that might be
interested in playing cricket this season then please contact James Reynolds for more details
on 07841615410

We are on the lookout for new players and anyone that would like to help with either Junior
Coaching, umpiring or scoring games. Please contact the club by email to
feckenhamcc@outlook.com or send a message on the club's Facebook page.

Ladies cricket - we had a ladies/girls softball team before Covid struck and would like to
revive this - if you are interested please get in touch.

Upcoming home fixtures are:

Thu. 30+ May 13:00
Sat. 1+ June 12:30
Mon. 3« June 18:00
Wed. 5~ June 18:00
Sat. 8+ June 12:30
Sun. 9» June 14:30
Wed. 12* June 18:00
Sat. 15+ June 12:30
Sun.16* June 10:00
Wed. 19~ June 18:00
Sat. 22~ June 12:30
Mon 24+ June 18:00
Wed 26~ June 18:00
Sat. 29+ June 12:30
Tue. 2~ July 18:00

Worcestershire Over 70s v Wales Over 70s

Feckenham 2~ XI v Himley 4+ XI

Feckenham U13 v Avoncroft (pairs match)

Feckenham Ramblers v Studley High School
Feckenham 1+ Xl v Harborne 1st XI

Feckenham v Worcs Train Staff (Friendly T20)
Feckenham U13 v Bromsgrove (pairs match)

Feckenham 2~ Xl v Romsley & Hunnington 2nd XI
Feckenham U14 v Old Hill (T20)

Feckenham Ramblers v Old Elizabethans
Feckenham 1st XI v Avoncroft 1st XI
Feckenham U15 v Droitwich
Feckenham U15 v Ombersley

Feckenham 2~ XI v Enville 2nd XI
Feckenham U13 v Earlswood (pairs match)
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