he Village '
date 14th)




Hardy Home Grown Bedding Plants

Trees, Shrubs, Roses, Alpines & Perennials
Glazed & Terracotta Pots

Fresh Cut Flowers, Wild Bird Feed

National Garden Gift Vouchers Accepted

Your Local Plant Centre

Evesham Rd (A441), Cookhill, Alcester, Warks., B49 5JR

p=—= Tel: 01527 894 111 www.rldgewaynurserles co.uk
Open Mon-Sat: 9am-5.30pm, Sun: 10am-4.30pm

.

urseries

. s 0 0 @

JEFF LYNN| NNeY sweee
Traditional and Power Sweeping

Painter and Decorator|| T o seeer

smoke test, CCTV and certificates.

° 0]
lntenor and Extenor Evening and weekend appointments
also available Member of the
work Institute of Chimney

Based locally in Inkberrow Sweeps

Phone: 01386 793248

7=
Inkberrow (01386) 7192198 Mobile: 07789 721303
Tapcast, . S uullon

OMPUTER SERVICES o MEMOR[ALS .

b Additional Inscriptions
& Renovations

Tapcast is a Family business, based in
Inkberrow, with over 20 years
experience, supporting 1-.0111puterI
systems in busine sses and homes

All work is to the Highest Standard
For: Computers, Laptops, Networking, Broadband, Email,
Upgrades, Repairs, Support and more Burcot Forge, Unit 4, 338 Alcester Road,
Burcot, Nr Bromsgrove B60 1BH
Tel: (01527) 876200 Mobile 07710 976744

web: www.tapcast.couk tel: 01386 792196
email: jane.neal@tapcast.co.uk

Thomas Brothers
The Funeral Directors

The only family owned funeral homes in Redditch, Wythall & Alvechurch.
We provide a friendly, dignified service
paying special attention fo detail.

01564 822 001 01527 547777 0121 445 3422
100 Alcester Road, Birchfield House, 12A Red Lion Street,
Wrythall. 494 Evesham qu_:pa,d, Redditch. Alvechurch. amraa
B47 5HA B97 5JF B48 7LF -
www.thomasbrothers.couk ﬁ

A familiyy concern




JULY Diary

Wed st 10.00am
- noon
Tues 7th 12.30am
Tues 7th  7.30pm
Wed 7.30pm
Thur 9th  7.30pm
Fri 10th 8pm
Wed I5th  10.30am
- noon
Thur 16th  7.30pm
Sat 18th 6.30pm
Wed 29th  10.30am
- noon

“Drop in” Outing Meet on Square

Lunch Club

Village Hall AGM

Stock & Bradley
Gardening Club

Feckenham WI

FeckenOdeon

“Drop in” for
coffee and a chat

Parish Council
Meeting

Pirates on the
Square

“Drop in” for
coffee and a chat

Front Cover

Lift-off over Feckenham.

Seven

balloons took off from the Recreation
Field at about 8.30pm on Wake day.
They all landed at Snitterfield about an

hour later.

Photograph by lan Bellion

Village Hall,
Back Room

Village Hall

Garden Visit

Back Room
Village Hall

Main Hall of
Village Hall

Parish Church

Village Hall

The Square

Parish Church
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From the Editor

| have had problems with
accessing my hotmail address
recently. | contacted all those
who tend to use that email
address but if you sent
something and | have not
printed it this month | am sorry,
please resend to my wanadoo
account (on the cover and
below) and | hope to include it
another time. Jane

Production Team
lan Bellion — What’s On
892130 whatson@feckenham.f9.co.uk
Chris Fletcher — Newshound
894568 cefletcher44@gmail.com
Antonia Pulsford — Reviews
892268
Jo Warrilow — Advertising, Mags by
post 892059
Jane White — Letters, Reports etc.
893281
jwhite@thewhites55.wanadoo.co.uk

Magazine online at
www.feckenham.com

Many articles in Feckenham News are
contributed by members of the
public. They remain the responsibility
of the writers and neither the
production team nor the publishers
can be held responsible for the views
and assertions contained therein.



Church Services PARISH CHURCH
of ST. JOHN

JULY THE BAPTIST

Priest-in-Charge: Rev Wyn Beynon

Churchwarden: Ann Matthews 01527 892180 Church website: www.feckenhamchurch.org.uk
¢ » Email: info@feckenhamchurch.org.uk

Parish Office: Telephone: 01905 778181 Email: bowbrookgroup | @gmail.com

Open Tues., Wed. & Thurs. |0am-Ipm & 2-5pm: Mon. & Fri. Closed

at - The Bowbrook Group, The Parish Centre, St Andrew’s Street, DROITWICH, WR9 8DY

Readers and Intercessors

Sunday 5th 11-00am Sung Eucharist

Trinity 5 Ezekiel 2 : vs. 1-5 David Street
2 Corinthians 12 : vs. 2-10 Carol Price
Intercessions John Calvert

Sunday 12th 8-00am Holy Communion
Trinity 6 Romans 6 : vs. 3-11

1 1-00am Family Service - Open The Book present “The Last Days of
John The Baptist”

Sunday 19th 6-30pm Evensong

Trinity 7 Jeremiah 23 : vs. |-6 Kat Powles
Mark 6 : vs. 30-34, 53-end Erica Dilger
Intercessions Jeff Matthews

Sunday 26th 11-00am Family Communion
Trinity 8 Ephesians 3 : vs. [4-end Angela Fletcher
Intercessions Lin Preece

“Mixed Bag”

- a group for young people and activities for younger children will be held in church on
Sunday 5th July. All children will be warmly welcomed.

Partners in Prayer
Ecumenical lay led service of prayer for the community, Wednesdays at 9.15am for 30 minutes
Feckenham Parish Church. All welcome.

Feckenham Roman Catholic Church
St John Fisher & St. Thomas More

Mass is celebrated every Sunday at 10.15am in the Church
Fr. Anthony Rohan, The Presbytery, Redditch. Tel. 01527 63096
Local contact—Phyllis Mott, Feckenham. Tel. 01527 893898
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Obituary

—+)
i)

Jackie Harrison
1946 - 2015

ackie moved to Feckenham in 1987 with her

husband John. She always maintained that
she felt at home from day one and that living
on Berrow Hill had been the happiest days of
her life.

Born in Leicester she attended Alderman
Newton’s Grammer School for girls prior to
starting a life in industry first as an accounts
clerk, then personnel officer and finally an IT
manager.

Following the move to Feckenham she worked
until her retirement for a major computer
software company finishing her career as a
project director in their financial division.

In retirement she was for many years clerk to
Hanbury Parish Council and secretary to the
Hanbury Charities.

She hoped to be remembered as a good and
loyal friend and neighbour, but never afraid to
speak her mind.

John would like to thank everyone for their
wonderful cards during Jackie’s recent illness
and the many letters of condolence since her
death on 25th May. Her funeral was very well
attended by many people who had known
Jackie, worked with her and worked for her
over many years. John would also like to give
thanks to the ladies who did the flower
arrangements in the church in time for the
funeral service and to the Rev. Barbara
Wheatley for making it such a moving
occasion.

Newshound

Marriage

An engaged tone was converted to a clear
connection on Saturday, |3th June when two
telecommunications experts were married.

Jennifer (Jen) Clements and Quintus (Q) Cary
tied the knot at The Avoncroft Musuem of
Buildings in a ceremony attended by family,
colleagues - | -

and many
friends from
Feckenham. |}
The couple |
are well
established
Feckenham
residents -
Jen, when
not acting as|
cox at a -
rowing club, is Chair of the Heritage
Committee, a keen gardener and a lover of
classic cars. Her vintage Mark | Polo
transported her to the wedding. Q, a sport
(rugby in particular) and beer enthusiast, is
much appreciated as the village’s computer
doctor, a champion of improved broadband and
the designer of the FeckenOdeon’s digital
systems.

Q and Jen, on honeymoon at a mystery
destination as we go to press, will continue to
live at 28 High Street.

Forthcoming Marriage.

The engagement has been announced between
Pat Hawkins of Forgetmenot Cottage Alcester
Road and Pauline Collins of Great Barr
Birmingham.

Pat has lived in Feckenham for 8 years and is a
Senior Practice Manager at No 5 Chambers in

Birmingham and has two sons. Pauline retired
from her job with Birmingham City Council a

few years ago and also has two children. The
couple met in 2015 and Pat proposed in May at
the Forest in Feckenham. They will be getting
married at St John the Baptist church on 30th
July next year. Pauline says that Pat absolutely
loves living in Feckenham! She is new to village
life but has very much enjoyed getting to know
people and has been made to feel very
welcome. We wish them many happy years
together.



Restoration
memorial

of the village war

The war memorial has now been beautifully
renovated by Brad Steele, a local mason and
stone restorer. The work was done with great
care to minimise damage to the stonework
and inscriptions, using a low pressure water
wash without chemicals. The cement mortar
between the stones was raked out and
replaced by a more suitable lime mortar.

Medieval Preaching Post

Have you ever wondered what this is? This in-
teresting construction in the church yard not
far from the war
memorial is in fact a
medieval preaching
post which possibly
predates our

12th century parish
church! In the days
before the church
was built, travelling
Preachers would
gather their flocks

and preach from a stone platform such as this.
The plinth and cross we see here was added in
the 1880s when Rev Thomas Rooke was the
vicar. His name can be seen on the stone. The
monument is now in need of further
restoration as the mortar between the stones
has crumbled and the stones are slowly moving
apart.

By the Flick of a Switch ....

On a typically British Sunday morning, not too
bright, not too dull - a lady stepped forward
and, with no fanfare or fuss, casually pulled a
small lever. So low key was this momentous act
that the :

large crowd
gathered to
witness the
spectacle .
were caught /4
unawares
and
neglected
even to
applaud... \
but

gradually the truth dawned, the hubbub of
conversation died down. What had just
happened what the culmination of a long and
arduous journey - and the realisation of a
dream.

Enid Whitehead had always known that her
home, Bridge House, was a former needle mill
and that the mill had been water powered. A
couple of years ago she decided to find out
more and eventually concluded that it would be
possible to excavate and to restore the site to
its former state - complete with waterwheel.




This was no small undertaking. Experts were
enlisted and work began. The Bowbrook had to
be temporarily diverted and this revealed that
the brick lined water course was in a poor state
and needed to be re-made - and the constant
flow of water over the weir had made it
unstable. The weir was rebuilt and work begun
on the wheel site. The original water channels
which drove the wheel were reinstated and
early this year work on recreating the
waterwheel began - amazingly using some of the
original parts L

discovered
during the
excavations.

All this
culminated in
that one
moment on >
26th April when ¥
Enid moved the
lever and the
great wheel
started turning -
virtually silently.
The restoration
is no mean achievement and the wheel stands as
a remarkable illustration of Feckenham’s
industrial past - and a tribute to one lady’s
dogged determination.

Maisie "heads" for the States

Feckenham footballer Maisie Sadler-Baker has
been offered a four year Sports Scholarship at
the University of Miami and begins life as a
Fresher on the Ist August.

Having played football from a very early age
Maisie joined Headless Cross under 8's, *and
then Aston Villa from the age of 12. For the
last two years she has been playing for the
Women's Team. More recently she has trained
and played with the England Women's Team
and represented England under 19's against
France. Maisie has worked hard to achieve her
place at University, not only through playing
football, *but also academically, and deserves
every success for the future. She has had lots

of support and encouragement from her family;
particularly her Dad who took on the role of
'taxi driver' three times each week for the last
seven years. Maisie would like to thank all
those who have wished her well and in
particular Feckenham Educational Endowment
for their support.

FECKENHAM
EDUCATIONAL
ENDOWMENT

The endowment makes grants to
young people in the pursuit of further
education or training. If you are under
25 and live in the Ancient Parish of
Feckenham or the District of Redditch
you may be eligible for a grant. Any
such grants are divided on the basis of
4/5 to the Ancient Parish and 1/5 to
the District of Redditch. All applica-
tions will be carefully considered. An
individual may make a maximum of
three applications. The decision of the
Trustees is final.

Closing date for receipt of applications
31st August, 2015
For more information and an
application form contact:

Mrs |. Bate
(Clerk to the Trustees)
‘Wychway’, Droitwich Road
Hanbury, BROMSGROVE
B60 4DB
Tel 01527 821285




Thought for the
month

Dear Friends,

Rev. Wyn Beynon

My children (all grown up) like to give me
socks for presents. Often they are a bit silly.
Homer Simpson, Jonah complete with Whale,
daft Christmas ones, to mention a few. | also
have a set of Mr Men socks. Mr Men as in the
children’s books by Roger Hargreaves. They are
clerical black and suitable for wearing under a
cassock. But each is tastefully marked with a Mr
Man name. Sometimes I’'m Mr Cheerful.
Sometimes I'm Mr Clever. | can be Mr
Fabulous. It’s true, | can be Mr Forgetful or
even Mr Silly. But when | get my socks mixed
up sometimes I'm a bit schizophrenic. My left
foot says I’'m Mr Cheerful, but my right foot
says I'm Mr Grumpy.

And that, of course, just about sums us up. We
are all a bit unpredictable. But the point about
my socks is that | can choose who | shall be
today. And in actual fact we are far more in
charge of our moods than we might wish to
admit. It’s easy to blame our moods on
externals - so and so did so and so. Such and
such happened. Therefore you have to put up
with my mood swings.

Well, no, we don’t, actually. Change your socks.
The fact that Mr Thoughtless did something
according to his name doesn’t mean we can
stomp about being Mr Rude. But it’s just so
easy to give ourselves that excuse.

Our Ego is the unobserved self. Our Ego drives
us and causes us to make excuses for ourselves
when we crash in to other people . But learn to
notice when we are Ego driven and we can
head off the worst of our behaviour. Jesus, it
seems, had learned to spot his Ego a mile off
and keep it in it’s healthy place - but not in the
driving seat. We need an Ego. but it needs to be
a back seat driver, not behind the wheel. Or to
put it another way. We can leave the Mr
Grumpy socks in the drawer and slip on Mr
Charming. | always do, of course.

with best wishes, Wyn

Village Shop
Village Shop Wins Queens Award

The Shop has been recognised for its role in
promoting volunteering by winning a Queens
Award. “It is a fantastic achievement, and a
recognition not just for the shop but for
Feckenham as a whole. One of the things that
sets this place apart from many others is the
way everyone pitches in. The shop is just one
of the most visible ways we see that.”.

The Queen’s Award is the equivalent of an
MBE for organisations, and perhaps is fitting
that it goes to the whole organisation, rather
than any individual being singled out.

The award will be made by The Lord
Lieutenant of Worcester Lt Col Patrick
Holcroft LVO OBE at the shop at 6.00pm on
Wednesday Ist July. Shop volunteers are
welcome, indeed all villagers are welcome to a
bubbly and nibbles reception. “We would like
as many people as can make it, there”, says
John Eaton.

Below, we reprint in full the press release produced
by the awarding body.

Feckenham Community Shop
Association based in Feckenham
Worcestershire is recognised with
Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service for
2015

A voluntary group from Feckenham who work
in the community to operate The Village Shop
has been honoured with the Queen’s Award
for Voluntary Service. The highest award a
voluntary group can receive in the UK.

The Shop, a Community Enterprise, is kept
open 60 hours a week by a team of 80 plus
volunteers from the village and surrounding
area. In 2009 after 20 years without a shop a
group of villagers with no previous retail
experience, upgraded and opened a new one.
They raised £40,000 in just 7 months and 300
villagers signed up as shareholders. The result
has been a resounding success, not just because
a shop has returned to the village after so long,
but also because the project has brought the
wider community together, from teenagers to



pensioners, enabling friendship, co-operation
and a sense of pride . This has rippled outwards
and local schools and businesses are also
benefiting from this shop’s support. Inspired by
their achievement the community planned and
built phase 2, which saw the addition of a café
with free WIFL. It has proved very successful
and is popular with cyclists, walkers and
villagers alike.

Feckenham Shop is one of 187 charities, social
enterprises and voluntary groups to receive the
prestigious award this year. The number of
awards handed out to groups have increased by
over 60% from 2014, due to an increase in high
quality applications, showing that the voluntary
sector is thriving and full of innovative ideas to
tackle community challenges.

The Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service is
the highest award given to local volunteer
groups across the UK to recognise outstanding
work in their communities. The awards were
created in 2002 to celebrate the Queen’s
Golden Jubilee and winners are announced each
year on 2 June — the anniversary of the Queen’s
Coronation. Award winners this year range
from Ablaze, a charity helping to raise academic
achievement amongst disadvantaged young
people in Bristol to a volunteer rescue boat
service on Loch Lomond.

Feckenham Village Shop Volunteers will receive
the award from the Lord Lieutenant of

Worcester on Ist July.

The Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service
Committee Chair, former broadcast journalist
Martyn Lewis CBE said:

“I warmly congratulate all of the inspirational
voluntary groups who have been rewarded for
their community work with a Queen’s Award
for Voluntary Service. The judging panel for this
year’s awards were struck by the quality and
breadth of all the successful groups. The
thousands of volunteers who give up spare time
to help others in their community and to help
solve problems demonstrate the best of
democracy in action.”

Minister for Civil Society, Rob Wilson, said:

“l would like to congratulate all groups who
received this year’s Queen’s Award for

Voluntary Service, in recognition of their
fantastic achievements. The hard work and
commitment that goes into the work of these
organisations is surpassed only by the passion
and motivation of the individuals who volunteer.
| hope these groups continue to inspire others
to get involved and make a positive impact so
that

we can continue to build a bigger, stronger
society.”

The Lord Lieutenant of Worcester Lt Col
Patrick Holcroft LVO OBE wrote :

| was delighted to hear from the Cabinet Office
that The Village Shop had been awarded a
Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service. This is
extremely well-deserved and | congratulate you
warmly.

John Eaton the Chairman of Feckenham Village
Shop Group is delighted they have been
recognised in this way. “It is a fantastic accolade
for the whole village where community spirit is
so strong and many of the villagers are involved
with this and other village projects”.

Feckenham Bell
Ringers

Ron Russ

Our band of ringers has recently responded
to two official Government calls for
church bells to be rung to celebrate the
Nation's special anniversaries.

The first of these occasions was to mark the
70th anniversary of VE Day, when we rang at
[1.00am on Saturday 9th May.

The bells rang out again on Sunday |4th June at
3.00pm, *this time in celebration of the 800th
anniversary of the signing of Magna Carta. The
band on this occasione also wish to dedicate the
ringing to say thank you to Rev Michael Goode.
Michael has officiated at our morning
Communion Service on the first Sunday of each
month for the past 9 years.c We congratulate
him on achieving 50 years as a Parish Priest,
celebratede at St. Johns last Sunday.



WHAT'S ON IN FECKENHAM

Feckenham Readers Group
A Nednesday, 8th duly - 745

This month’s hook. LILA
by Marilynne Robinson
Detarils £rom Marion Chite - 892285

FECKENHAM VILLAGE HALL

AGM

Tuesday, 7th July at 8pm
All welcome - new committee
members particularly welcome!

A YA o
THURSDAY, 9th JULY - 7.30pm

WAYSIDE WONDERS and
COUNTY GURIOSITIES

with Dr Richard Churchley

Non_J\ mhets Welcome - £3.50

7 ‘~ ‘ RADITIONAL
A( Z» MUSICMAKING
5 ac THE ROSE& CROWN

First Tuesday of every month from 8pm
NEXT SESSION: Tuesday, 7th July

The Cinema in the Back Room
JUD DENCH - BILL NIGHY - MAGGIE SMITH - DEV PATEL

" SECO :
BEST EXOTIC

" MARIGOLD/
HOTEL

FeckenOdeon 2 at Feckenham Village Hall

SUMMER SEASON NOW BOOKING!
Friday, [4th August: SUNSHINE ON LEITH
Saturday, 29th August:

Direct from Sydney Harbour, Handa Opera

and Opera Australia presents Bizet's CARMEN

PILATES
at Feckenham Village Hall

Ever z Thursday
Sessions a

7-30pM & 8.30pMm

Send details of events for FREE listing to: whatson@feckenham.f9.co.uk or call 892130



WHAT'S ON IN FECKENHAM

FECKENHAM SQUARE MANAGEMENT COM

PIRATES-!

Saturday, July 18th from 6,30pm /

Set sail aboard the Pirate ship
Jammy Dodger on our inland sea

\
..\. ~
L w N

AN

FUN for all ages!
Find the PIRATE TREASURE
a4 ake your Dad WALK THE PLANK!
MODEL SHIPS on our man made sea
Pirate Caribbean Curry - Licensed Bar
Pirate Games for the Pirate Apprentices
Music from the Serenading Swashbucklers
Proceeds to Fechenham Square Amenity Trusk
for the maintenance of The Square
(Reg Charity No:1060836)

Send details of events for FREE listing to: whatson@feckenham.f9.co.uk or call 892130



Square Management
Committee

AVAST THERE ME
FECKENHEARTIES!

For the second time in living
memory The Square is about
to be flooded! An entire
ocean is to be created to
allow the good ship Jammy
Dodger and her crew of reprobates to sail right
into the centre of the village. Therell be
‘“Pirates on The Square” from 6.30pm on
Saturday, |18th July.
This nautical adventure offers fun for all ages with
a raft of exciting attractions. We suspect that the
most popular among younger brigands will be the
chance to make your Dad, your teacher, your
brother, even your big sister Walk the Plank...
and if they’re not inclined to jump off the end,
there’ll be watery weapons on hand to make sure
there’s a big splash! Just as exciting is the Pirate
Treasure Hunt - work out where the Captain
has buried the gold!... and there’ll be a watery
version of Deck Quoits for those who like a
challenge.
There’ll be an armada of miniature ships from
Bournville Model Boat Club sailing on the lake
from time to time.
The idea that pirates just eat weevily biscuits
goes out of the window - there’ll be a selection
delicious Caribbean Curries and cooling puds
to follow - don’t bother with tea before you
come out! The Smuggler’s Tavern will have
all sorts of alcoholic and non-alcoholic delights
(please don’t bring your own - this is a fundraising
event). Later in the evening there’ll be music
from the Serenading Swashbucklers.
FLOATING ISLAND COMPETITION
Here’s something to occupy the long light
evenings. There’ll be a splendid prize for the
maker of The Best Floating Pirate Island.
The only rules are that it must float and must not
be more than 30cm in diameter. There’ll be a
grand launching and a water parade of islands.
This event is to raise money to maintain The
Square - please come along and have fun
while we’re fundraising!

The FeckenOdeon
Cinema Soc!ety

EXPANSION PLANS
On Friday, 10th July at 8pm “The Second
Best Exotic Marigold Hotel” will be open for
business. Sequels don’t always work - but this
one has! Again it's a team of seasoned actors
proving that you’re only as old as you feel... Maggie
Smith, Judi Dench, Bill Nighy, Celia Imrie and
Ronald Pickup obviously relish the chance of
playing their true ages - and they’re joined by the
young American actor Richard Gere... well,
compared to the others he’s young at 66! Dev
Patel reprises his role as the young hotel
entrepreneur. Like its predecessor, it’s a film that
thumbs its nose at the stereotypes of age - old
people are just young people in a wrinkled disguise!
Tickets are already selling fast - the showing has
been transferred into the larger cinema to cope

with demand - we suggest that you book NOW
to avoid disappointment.

i

The Summer Season continues with:

14th August - “Sunshine on Leith” A

jubilant and gutsy Scottish musical with music by

The Proclaimers.

and on Bank Holiday Saturday - 29th

August - direct from Sydney Harbour, Australia

- Bizet's “Carmen”. Join thousands of

Sydneysiders for a spectacular open air

production relayed to our big screen. We're

making a party of it - bring a picnic!

Tickets for all of these Summer Season shows are on|
sale at The Village Shop and The Rose & Crown.
You can book by phone (through TicketSource) on

0333 666 3366 or online at
www.feckenodeon.co.uk
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Village Hall

lan Bellion

== e
JOIN THE MERRY BAND...

Feckenham Village Hall is one of the busiest
community buildings in the County. It's home to
all sorts of activities for all sorts of ages. The
Hall is run by a committee of volunteers. Like
many village organisations, the active members
are starting to get older. They’re still energetic,
they’re still enthusiastic - but the fact remains
that, unless younger people are prepared to get
involved, this facility will eventually be unable to
function. So - if you want your kids to continue
to enjoy the nursery, the youth clubs, the ARTS
shows, the junior choir and all of the other
activities that take place in the Hall it’'d be wise
to think of lending a hand. If you’re in your
middle years and enjoy sporting activities,
shows, films and social occasions you might
want to help ensure that the venue continues to
be available.
The Village Hall Committee isn’t going to take
out a great chunk of your life - a monthly hour
long meeting (often shockingly punctuated by
laughter) and a few hours spent every now and
then on maintenance and setting up for special
events is hardly onerous.
Your chance to find out more comes in the
form of the Hall’'s AGM on Tuesday, 7th July
at 8pm in the Back Room. Come along and
we’ll explain what'’s involved. Even if you can’t
commit on a regular basis it'd be good to know
that we can call on you occasionally!

CARRY ON EXERCISING

While many activities take a break over the
summer, Suzanne and her Pilates Group carry
on regardless. You're very welcome to join
them in this gentle yet effective fitness activity.
There are two sessions each Thursday - one at
7.30 and, for those of you who get back from
work later, one at 8.30pm.
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The Forest offers imaginative
cuisine, fine wines and real ales
all in a friendly atmosphere.

1Droitwich Road,
Feckenham, B96 6JE.
01527 894422

:Fore?

FECKENHAM PARISH

COUNCIL
VACANCY FOR A COUNCILLOR TO BE
FILLED BY CO-OPTION
Following Antonia Pulsford’s election to
Redditch Borough Council, there is now a
vacancy on Feckenham Parish Council. The
rules for filling vacancies under this sort of
circumstance say that the Council must fill
the seat by co-option.
If you'd like to serve your community by
joining the Council you can get further
information and application forms from the
Clerk to Feckenham Parish Council, Sean
Arble.
email:
clerk.feckenhampc@feckenham.com
Formal notices for this vacancy can be found
on the Council notice board (next to the
post box on High Street) or at
www.feckenham.com




48 High Street
SC &

! Feckenham

B96 6HS

01527 892188
A traditional freehouse village pub
with Food - owned and run by the
Clarke family

Proper Pub Food
at Proper Prices
Special Dishes - every day
Quality meat from the Stables Farmshop
FullMenuavailable daily
Lunch & Evenings (nhotSundayevening)
Real Ales & Ciders - Fine Wines & Spirits

We’re in the GOOD BEER GUIDE
1

WHAT’S ON at The Rose & Crown
The Clarke Family - Celebrating 5 years in Feckenham!

19th July - Pig Roast & Music
Sunday afternoon from Zpm.
23rd July - Greek Themed Menu
£12.50 for 2 courses - served from 6pm to 9pm
..and in AUGUST
THE FECKEN’ BEER FEST
August Bank Holiday - 28th to 31st - 14 Real Ales!

FECKENHAM CHARITY

Funds are dispensed from this ancient
charity to individuals and
organisations within the boundaries of
the Ancient Parish of Freckle, as the
Trustees think fit.

Closing date for receipt of applications
31Ist August, 2015
Further enquiries/applications to:

Mrs |. Bate
(Clerk to the Trustees)
‘Wychway’, Droitwich Road
Hanbury, BROMSGROVE
B60 4DB
Tel 01527 821285

www.roseandcrownfeckenham.co.uk

Aristocats
Boarding Cattery

Flying Horse Lane
Bradley Green

Catering for; Q e
your caf's
every need

LOLULY. anstocatscattery corr
Tel: 01527 821585

e-mail: aristocats9@outlook.com

the linca clinic
—r——,,,_

Cosmetic and Laser Specialists
Call for Friendly Advice

[r———————

Barbourne Health Centre
44 Droitwich Road, Worcester. WR3 7LH
01905 26918 -www.lineaclinic.co.uk

Village Hall

Improvement Fund 2014/15

June Winners

34 Tim Smith
15 Ed & Vicki Nicod £15
115 David & Rosie Street £10

The July Draw will be held in the Village Hall
after the AGM on Tuesday 7t July 2015

] TRUST ]
NI ENNE = MARK NEEEIE
APPROVED DOMESTIC
CONTRACTOR I mstauer (=)

Electrician

All types of domestic, retail and commercial electrical work
Fully Qualified 17th Edition, Design, Testing, Replacing Consumer Units
Installation and Maintenance. All work fully certified and insured

Tel:- 01527 822842 Mob:- 07771 616189

Marchwood Maintenance Company
Oakridge, Droitwich Road, Bradley Green, Worcestershire, B96 6QU
Trevor@marchwoodmaintenance.co.uk

14




From the P.C.C.

Feckenham Parish Church PCC says
“Thank you”... Our church in Feckenham is
rare amongst village churches in having a full choir
affiliated to the Royal School of Church Music,
plus a peel of eight bells to call us to worship and
to help us celebrate joyous events. Both of these
valued aspects of our church life only exist
because of the dedication and talents of
individuals. Our Annual Meeting took place at the
end of April and a summary of the reports
received from the various church groups is
included as a flyer in this issue. The report from
Clare Furey on the choir and that from Ron Russ
on the bell ringers, will be their last as they step
down from their respective roles. The Parochial
Church Council, on behalf of all the congregation,
would like to thank Clare and Ron for their
sustained dedication and leadership over many
years.

Thanks for all the singing.......

Clare Furey took on the role of Choir Leader a
decade ago. Her considerable musical talents,
encouragement and dedication have given St John
the Baptist an outstanding church choir. Not only
do they routinely lead our sung worship, they
also regularly enrich our services with anthems
and special choral works. Under Clare’s
inspirational leadership, the choir have flourished
and we would like to acknowledge her
achievements and to thank Clare for everything
she has done. We are still looking for a new
Choir Leader, so if you are interested, or would
like to know more, please do contact us.

Thanks for all the ringing.......

Ron Russ took over from Eric Styler as Ringing
Master of the church’s band of ringers about 10
years ago. Under his experienced guidance, bell
ringing has thrived and new members have been
introduced to the ancient art of change ringing.
Ron’s dedication also included maintenance of the
bells themselves. We have been fortunate in
having a Ringing Master who has rung in towers
across the world. As we say our heartfelt thanks
to Ron, we extend a very warm welcome to his
replacement Tim Haslam.

Mark Wheatley (Lay Chair of Feckenham PCC)

Church Flower Group

hank you to our wonderful team of ladies

who once again pulled out all the stops and
gave everyone an imaginative interpretation of
village life and commemoration to WWI. This
includes the additional helpers who arranged
flowers, made refreshments to keep us going,
and cleared up! Not forgetting contributions of
recitals and musical renditions throughout the
Festival weekend. We received many
complements from visitors. Especial thanks to
Marg and Jane for their immense support during
the two weeks of Festival preparation.

Margaret P.

Flower & Garden
Festival 2015 Cathy Fisher

am delighted to announce that this year’s

Festival raised a magnificent total net sum of
£10,819.15 (after all expenses and donations)
for our Parish Church Maintenance Fund, with
many other village organisations and ventures
also benefiting significantly from the event.

Many thanks, once again, to all those who helped
to make the Festival such a success.

nham Parish C ”%
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HARDWOOD

LOGS

- FOR SALE
NO _DELIVERY CHARGE

TREE TOPPING
HEDGE CUTTING
GARDEN CLEARANCE
Telephone anytime:

(ool

Climate

Air Conditioning Systems
for your Home, Office or Business
Mr Simon Baker
Tel.: 01527 892823 or 07736 447705

E-mail: simon@coolclimate.co.uk
Web: http://'www.coolclimate.co.uk

01905 620934

Can't think what to do with your garden?

Let me help!

V Claire Ellis "7,
Complete Gardens
Design & Planting
Maintenance & Rejuvenation
Consultancy
7= 07773 101750 or 01527 894745

Heating Engineer

Gas appliances serviced & repaired:
central heating boilers, gas fires, cookers,
water heaters & warm air heating units.

¥ Landlord Certification
g Commercial boilers serviced & repaired

Z LPG services

Tel/Fax: 0121 258 2941
Mobile: 07973110138 Site

RBGISTER

FECKENHAM#Z N

Landscaping
Jeff Annand Contracting Ltd.

Blockpaving - Ponds - Patios - Groundwork
& General Property Maintenance

Free Quotes
References available
Fully Insured

Tel: 07968 668906
or 01527 894745

Servicing & Repair to all makes
Maids with Care is a family run
Regular and one-off cleans ® Deep and spring cleans
We employ, insure and CRB check our staff.

]
~ 1
o ofy MAIDS
cleaning company for the domestic
and commercial business sectors.
Moving in and out cleans ® Property letting
Holiday cover » Oven cleaning » Window cleaning
To arrange a sparkling clean ring 01527 401822
e-mail:info@ maidswithcare.co.uk

MOT Testing Station
WITH CARE
Our services include:
Ironing e Carpet and upholstery cleaning
www.maidswithcare.co.uk

As Time Goes By

YOUR LOCAL FAMILY RUN
MEMORIAL SUPPLIER

Head Stones, Cremation Tablets, B3
Additional Inscriptions and
Renovation Work

Please call 01527 550505

To arrange a home visit or to find out our
opening times

Unit 5, Dunlop Road, Hunt End Industrial Estate
Redditch B97 5XP

“MEMORIALS THAT REFLECT A LIFETIME”
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PETER R. YARNOLD

CARPENTRY & JOINERY
Quality hand made joinery in
hardwood or soffwood.
Windows, door, stairs, conservatories

and furniture
Meadow Cottage, Agmore Lane,
Tardebigge, Bromsgrove.
Tel.: 01527 873552
Mobile: 07717 102604

DOGGY PADDLE

Canine Hydrotherapy

5j Earls Common

WR9 7LB

}ii(. 01905 391501
&Y www.doggypaddle.net

CORNELL

y Estat_;lished Over 40 Years
Chimney Sweep

Clean & Efficient - Brush & Vacuum

Competitive Prices - Cowl Fitting

Graeme Butlin
OI21 445 5913
0754 587 6475
46 Oxford Road, Moseley, Birmingham B13 9ER

Bray Maintenance Services Limited
Your LOGAL Gardening Service

Lavwnmowing - Turfing
Garden Clearance - Fencing
High Pressure Surface Cleaning
of driveways, pafios, efc.

For FREE quote call Carl Bray
01527 453163 or 07970 271653

THE IRONING CENTRE

16 Feckenham Road
Astwood Bank
«(Next to the old Coach House pub)

IRONING
LAUNDERING
DRY CLEANING
REPAIRS & ALTERATIONS
SHOE REPAIRS
COLLECTION & DELIVERY

01527 894040

/4
COLOR CODE MOTORS

ACCIDENT & REPAIR SPECIALIST
COLOUR MATCHING 100% GUARANTEED
LOW BAKE OVEN

FIBREGLASS & RESORATION WORK
FLEET & COMMERCIAL REPAIRS

LEE HALL-ANNISON

UnitA, Green Lane, The Slough, Studley, Warks. B80 7EY

TELEPHONE: 01527 854155

NATIONAL AWARD WINNING COMMUNITY SHOP

SHeOWIagIS Some%hm{s Dm"Ferené..

Droitwich Road / Feckenham

* Coffee Shop ¢ Local Produce * Deli FREE

(W] feckenhamshop.co.uk : .
© 01527 894475 o




Stock & Bradley
Gardening Club

Rob Cole

Wednesday Ist July 2015 - Evening Visit
to Bretforton Manor, Main Street,
Bretforton

Bretforton Manor is an outstanding garden of 5
acres, recently redesigned and replanted. Note
that this visit is by individual private cars, and
not by coach. We have also arranged to visit
another garden at 6, Whitford Close, about 500
metres from the entrance to Bretforton Manor,
which we think you will also enjoy. You should
arrive at the Whitford Close garden at 5:15pm
and then walk along the road to Bretforton
Manor for arrival at 6:00pm. Parking will be on
Main Street and the surrounding roads.

The village of Bretforton is on the B4035 just
west of Badsey, which in turn is accessible off
the A46.

If members haven't yet booked and would like
to attend, please contact Sheila White for more
details on 01527 545572, or Rob Cole on
01527 821 156.

American Supper at the garden of
Richard Hillman, 5th August 2015 from
7.00pm

Richard is a longstanding Club member, and has
kindly agreed to host this popular annual event
at which, this year, we will celebrate the 40th
anniversary of the Gardening Club's existence.

The garden is at Lang House Farm, Love Lyne,
Hunt End, B97 5QD and all members and their
friends will be made very welcome. More
details next month.

Club meetings are held on the first Wednesday of
each month at the Village Hall, Church Road,
Bradley Green starting at 7.30pm, and are free to
members for an annual subscription of £10.00.
Visitors are made very welcome and may attend for
£3.00 per meeting. If you require any further
information, ring Dinny Pynsent (Secretary) on
01527 821355 or Rob Cole (Chairman) on 01527
821156.
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Feckenham W.I.
Jane White

theWl

INSPIRING WOMEN

Thursday 9th July, 7.30pm Village Hall Back
Room. At our meeting this month local
historian Richard Churchley will talk about
“Wayside wonders and County Curiosities” -
he says forget famous things like Warwick
Castle, look for hidden heritage in old churches
and buildings with unusual features.

We also have a garden visit organised for Friday
[7th July, visiting “The Woodlands”, Stone.
Contact Vivien Hunter 01527 402360, for
details.

Rous Lench & Inkberrow

Royal British Legion inc.

Feckenham Roger Hunt

The branch meets on the first Tuesday of each
month at 8pm at The Rose & Crown,
Feckenham. This is an open meeting, all
interested persons are welcome. The chat is
good and the bar is open.

' (n this Mo
Whats 0" . sTock & BRanLey
1st Breakaway

Lunch & AGM
10th Gardening Club

Garden Visits

18th & 22nd

Drop In

Drop in for a Coffee and a Chat
10 am - 12noon

Bradley Green Village Hall
Macmillan Lunch
Bradley Green Village Hall

For more information see

STOCK & BRADLEY CHRONICLE




JW & AJBARRETT LTD

Craftsmen in Metal
Traditional Blacksmithing
Restoration/repair
Metal work for home & garden
Mobile Velding

www.artmetal.co uk
Tel/lFax 01527 821500
Mobile 07973 517781

g .&‘; w"o_ - ™\
7% Direct Filoor
S Home service
( Carpets * Vinyls* Wood-floors Laminates)

] Mobile showroom to your home
| Save up to 30% on shop prices
71 Over 3000 samples on our van

B 01527-894777

n www.direct-floors.co.uk

Furniture moved & carpets uplifted | ,.\
LN

\_for OAP'S & disabled free of charge

AR ATR CONDITIONING SERVICING

rgy 4\ N A
AUTOTECH
Motor Vehicle Services - MOT Centre
TEL: 01527 892254

1 Queen Street. Astwood Bank
All Car & Light Vehicle Repairs & Servicing

Free Collection & Delivery - Breakdown & Recovery
Tyre Fitting While U Wait

TYRES EXHAUSTS BATTERIES TYRES

aovﬂ)l‘OOk Gal'dene

Imaginative high quality landscaping
Patios & garden walls
Ponds & water features
Swimming pool & ponds fibreglassed
Also Pond & Patio cleaning
Fencing & Hedge cutting
Local, friendly service, references available
Call Glenn - Crowle 01905 380128
Mobile 07792613020

ROz Lowe
McTimoney Chiropractor

and Homoeopath
For information and appointments

Phone 07989 986889
CTIMONEY

CHIROPRACTIC

www.mctimoneychircpractic.co.uk

Bennett Decoration

Painting & Decorating
Interior & Exterior

& First Class Work

~Tel: 01527 893162
-« Mob: 0797 3627269
Free Estimates

‘Purradise’

BOARDING CATTERY ZGNNSR
Earls Common e
Himbleton

01905 391648
Jane Moule

@ aquaflame

CentralHeating, Oil&Gas

Servicing-Repairs-Installations
WorcesterBoschAccreditedinstaller

0800 542 2025
infc[:)(@gggu]oﬂg?mgg%??om
<« WORCESTER sife

Value Through Expertise

Basch Group

REGISTER




RAY BR

|REE SURGEONS .\

TREE SURGERY - HEDGE TRIMMING ;\.Tz
LOPPING, PRUNING - STUMP REMOVAL =

TEL: 01527 892828

ROCKERY STONE & WATER FEATURES,
RECYCLED & QUARRIED STONE,
TOP SOIL, TURF, BARK & CEMENT

MoOoBILE: O7970 263779 _
184 THE RIDGEWAY, ASTWOOD BANK FULLY INSURED - NPTC CERT.
Davis % STABLES
FIRST CHOICE IN LANDSCAPING SUPPLIES | [ F ARM

COMPLETE RANGE OF SAND & GRAVELS,

T Y

READY MIX CONCRETE & " . -
CPCS TRAINING ALSO AVAILABLE ON SITE Farm ShOp Deli
CAN BE DELIVERED LOOSE OR IN BULK BAGS| |. Gift Shop « Cafe
DAILY DELIVERIES TO YOUR AREA
01527 893343 « Butchery « Farm Park
Iy - Birthday « PYO
Parties Strawberries
Opening Hours:
ShDPZ Tues-Sat S00am - 5:00pm
Café: Tues-Sot 10:00am - 5:00pm
Shop & Café: Sun & Bank Hols 10:00am - 4:00pm
School Hols, Pick Your O & Doc. OPEN EVERY DAY

The Stables Farm Shop, Café and Farm Park
Astwood Lane, Astwood Bank, Redditch, Wores B96 6PS

Kl thestablesfarmshop.co.uk Y

J ONATHAN SPROULE & SONS LTD
(MASTER BUILDERS) 7

20 Years Experience
SPECIALISTS IN ]'ﬁ'ﬁﬁt’w
CHARACTER & PERIOD PROPERTIES ¥
HOUSE EXTENSIONS & RENOVATIONS
Mere Green Cottage, Hanbury, Worcs. WR9 7DZ

Tel: 07973 445048 & 07976 826065 Fax: 01527 821452
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