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As we arrive in

midsummer and in the

middle of a heat wave

I've been thinking

about how we

celebrate this time of

year and take

opportunities to enjoy

the long days in so many different ways.
The Wake and then Fun on the Square
(details on page 7) are times when we
gather together as a comminuty and
enjoy ourselves within the village. The
Wake has been going for centuries while
Fun on the Square is relatively new,
starting some 30 years ago after the
village acquired the Square and took
responsibility for its maintenance.

I’'m writing on the day after the Wake,
and what a lovely event it was once more
- worth the heroic efforts of the
committee and their many helpers.
Despite the heat and some drizzle people
much fun was had. I’'m sure the village
really appreciates all the work.

Villagers are also involved in other
summer events in their individual ways.

For instance, the other morning | saw
Lucie Demetre and Ron Ashworth from
Droitwich Road take off for Royal Ascot
by helicopter from the cricket ground. By
contrast, | came across Pete, who is a

traveller and who writes for us about his
organic allotment, on Berrow Hill Lane
preparing his incredible wagon for
display once

more at

Glastonbury.

He was

quietly seated

on the verge

in the warm

sun with his

paints adding

new

decoration to some of the panels.

Let’s all celebrate in our individual ways
and have a wonderful summer.

Also in this month’s magazine is
important information about the Local
Plan and battery storage planning
applications. On a lighter note but for a
serious cause, 4 of our residents are
riding the East Coast of Ireland raising
money for Heartlands Hospital Cystic
Fibrosis Ward. They would really
appreciate sponsorship to encourage
them on their way.



Village Notices

Feckenham Artisans at Hanbury
Hall

Following their successful exhibition at
Number 8 Gallery in Pershore at the end
of last year, a number of the group will
be exhibiting in the Long Gallery at
Hanbury Hall over the Summer from 19%"
July until 3™ August. With 9 different
artist/creators involved, the focus will be
on variety, in terms of media, styles and
subject matter, with hopefully something
of interest for everyone.

Further details on the Hanbury Hall
National Trust website.

Some of the group will also be involved
in the Worcestershire Open Studios
event at the end of August - details in
next month’s magazine.

Grand Summer Coffee
Morning in aid of
Feckenham Church Roof

Yet again we had an
outstanding success. We
made £850. Thanks to
everyone. It was quite a party,
the sun shone and it was a
great chance to catch up with
old friends and new ones.

Shirley Harman

Children’s Society

| am pleased to let you know that the box
holders of St John the Baptist Church,
Feckenham have collectively raised a total
of £867.78 for the Children’s Society this
year. Many thanks to all those involved.

FABSSS LATEST NEWS

There is a new planning application for
YET ANOTHER battery storage facility.
This time it is adjacent to Shurnock
Court, opposite Tink's Trove.

We urge all residents to respond to the
public consultation which closes on 3rd
July 2026.

For your assistance, we are issuing a note
setting out the principal points of
objection which can also be found on our
website www.fabsss.co.uk and our
Facebook page.

You can make your comments on the
application from Grenergy on the
Redditch Planning portal:

https://
publicaccess.bromsgroveandredditch.gov
.uk/online-applications/

The reference number is 25/00628/FUL










After an early spring accompanied by
many weeks of unusually warm, dry and
sunny weather our triennial Festival went
ahead on the 17+ and 18+~ May. How lovely
for our enthusiastic garden owners to
have such weather to prepare their
gardens! On Saturday the 17+ May after a
cool, cloudy start the sun shone and
visitors arrived in their dozens. On Sunday,
we awoke to blue skies with the
anticipation of a glorious day ahead. Our
super-efficient and dedicated field car
park team were welcoming and directing
our multitude of visitors throughout both
days.
We welcomed
visitors from far
and wide
including
Canada,
Australia and
various parts of
Europe as well
as from all over
the UK, keen to
enjoy the
Festival.  They
related many
heart-warming
stories and were
delighted with the
received.
After many months of hard work, 31
gardens opened to visitors. | am extremely
grateful to all those who so generously
agreed to open their gardens and for their
enthusiasm, hard work and support -
thank you. Once
again, our most
creative Flower
Group produced
another
outstanding
Flower Festival
in our historic
Church, themed
‘Renewal’.

welcome they

At least sixteen
hundred visitors

came to the Festival during the weekend
and | cannot thank enough our car-
parking and admission volunteers for their
much valued assistance and commitment.
A huge thank you to them all and to Tom
Edwards and Lionel Hill for the use of their
fields. Our thanks also to the Square
Management Committee and all the
residents who helped to make the Village
look at its best.

Our very own Feckenham WI, supported
by many helpers, rose to the challenge of
providing their “Teas” in the Village Hall —
a huge success! This was supplemented by
the BBQ at the Catholic Church where the
wonderful All Round Voices Choir gave a
joyful performance each day. The Square
was busy both days with plant sales, the
Barn garden accessories and Milk Blossom
ice cream, who each contribute to our
funds. The Village Shop (who kindly
sponsored our programme), both pubs
and the cricket club were also kept busy all
day, boosting their own funds.

In addition, | would like to thank those
special people (you know who you are)
who have helped me with the enormous
amount of preparation required for the
Festival and without whom this kind of
event would not be possible - | am most
grateful.

The total sum raised for the maintenance
of our Parish Church and Churchyard after
all the numerous costs and various
donations, including for maintenance of
The Square, is a fantastic £13,000.



CHURCH SERVICES

PARISH CHURCH of ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST

Vicar: Fr Glenn Reading 01527 894436
vicar@feckenhamchurch.org.uk

Church Warden: Vacant

For Weddings, Baptisms & Funerals please

contact Fr Glenn

Website: www.feckenhamchurch.org.uk

6th July
13+ July
13« July

20+ July

27+ July

Services for July 2025

10.30am Eucharist

9.00am  Traditional language Communion
10.30am  Family Service

6.30pm  Evensong

10.30am  Eucharist

Drop in (in church)

Wednesday at 10.30am - 12.00pm
9™ July and 23rd July

All are welcome (coffee and cake)

Bishop Martin
Fr Glenn Reading
Rev Linda Nicholas

Fr Glenn Reading

Archdeacon Nikki

FECKENHAM ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

St John Fisher & Thomas More

Mass will not be held at St John Fisher and Thomas More until further notice.

Mount Carmel 6 pm Sunday Mass is now the Live Streamed Mass.

Link: www.eventcast.uk/live (Type the link into the browser)

Fr. Anthony Rohan, The Presbytery, Redditch. Tel 63096

Local contact: Phylis Mott, Feckenham. Tel 893898
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The Slow Unmaking of Feckenham
Dr Hugo N Hammersley

Evening settles over Feckenham, the kind of English village that wears its history without
showiness—timbered houses bordering the road, a modest church tower, hedgerows
tracing old field lines. Life here follows a quiet rhythm, shaped more by seasons than by
deadlines. And yet, even here, the machinery of speculative development turns steadily
on.

Developers arrive with smiles and glossy brochures, speaking in the smooth tones of
consultants. They bring maps and digital renderings showing the future as something
already packaged. They speak of need, targets, and national interest, as if the land were
silent. But Feckenham speaks—in the bend of its lanes, the light in the trees, and the
memory of its people. These things don’t show up in spreadsheets.

A field becomes a 'site'—a blank canvas for profit. Planning language is used like
camouflage: 'sustainable', 'appropriate scale', 'enhancing local character', 'essential
infrastructure'. Behind it is a simpler aim: build fast, sell fast, move on.

The pattern is familiar. Developers are often chasing opportunities created by politicians
who roll out ambitious energy and housing policies without thinking through the
practicalities of where they will land. Schemes vary—battery storage, solar arrays, new
homes—but the spirit is the same: a hunger for returns, dressed up as public benefit. They
are rarely about Feckenham, and always about the developer’s bottom line.

The pressure is constant and subtle. The Green Belt is reinterpreted; past refusals are
challenged with new language. There is no memory in the system—only the next
opportunity.

And so, the damage creeps in. One heritage asset loses its setting to homes, a battery
storage facility is to be screened by a giant hedge meant to sanitise its ugly, dangerous
industrial core. A centuries-old sense of space is severed by security fences and lighting.
Each change may seem small—but together, they undo the quiet coherence that makes
the village what it is. This is the slow unmaking of Feckenham.

Some plans claim to respect heritage. They reference the Conservation Area, listed
buildings, traditional materials. But too often this is lip service. Biodiversity net gain from
a giant battery array doesn’t make it part of the village. Replanting a hedge removed for a
housing access doesn’t undo the loss. Real respect means leaving some things alone. Not
every piece of land must be turned into something new.

The irony is that the very qualities drawing developers here—beauty, peace, historic
character—are the first things their schemes erode. They sell the image of rural charm
while dismantling its foundations. And they rarely stay to see the outcome. Once

12



approved, a scheme is handed off—to subcontractors, investors, anonymous managers.
Responsibility evaporates.

Feckenham isn’t against progress. It simply knows the difference between real need and
opportunistic development. It welcomes careful, thoughtful growth. But it resists the idea
that every field must justify itself in economic terms.

There’s wisdom here—in those who remember the land’s stories, who know when that old
oak was planted. They see Feckenham as a whole place, not an asset class. They know that
once something is lost—a view, a boundary, a sense of space—it’s gone.

The risk isn’t sudden destruction but slow unravelling. A new road here, a compound
there—and soon the village is still called Feckenham, but the real thing has slipped away.
So, vigilance matters. So does honesty. When politicians and planners promise benefits,
the community must speak clearly about what it stands to lose. Planning isn’t just
technical—it’s about values. And Feckenham’s values are worth defending: space, scale,
history, silence. These aren’t sentimental. They are the foundations of a meaningful life.
To protect heritage is not to freeze it. It’s to honour it. And that kind of future won’t come
from those chasing margins. It will come from those willing to listen, wait—and
sometimes, say no.
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Feckenham Wake 2025
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Feckenham Archive - Marion Chute

Some exciting news for the Feckenham Digital Archive this month. The Parish Council
have funded an additional page to their website and we have added a sprinkling of

photos from the archive. https://www.feckenham-parishcouncil.gov.uk/archives-and-
archaeology/the-feckenham-archive

Check out the page and please contact me for any additions or corrections.

19



20



21



Village Shop - Alan Slater

| sighed off last month’s article hoping
for good ice cream weather and an influx
of customers during the Open Garden
weekend.... | wasn't disappointed. The
sun shone on Feckenham and about two
thousand visitors descended on the
Village. Not all of them visited the Shop
but several hundred did. With extra
Volunteers and some additional outside
seating, we just about managed to cope.
As a result we enjoyed a record weekend
of sales and we didn't run out of ice
cream! So | must extend congratulations
to the organisers of what was a huge
success for Feckenham and in particular
to Catherine Fisher (one of our
volunteers) for all her hard work in
making the event so memorable. We
were delighted to be a major sponsor and
we will also be sponsoring the upcoming
Feckenham Wake, the Feckenham Horse
Show and the Hanbury Countryside
Show. All this is only possible as a result
of the ongoing financial success of the
Shop and the support we receive from
you as customers. These events enrich

our Village and the Shop is proud to be
involved. Long may it continue.

With the sun continuing to shine at the
moment, the Shop is looking at its most
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attractive. This is largely due to the effort
of Eunice O' Brien who not only plants
our flower tubs and hanging baskets, but
also ensures they are regularly watered
and are kept looking at their best
throughout the year. You may have
noticed that she has recently used some
of our old teapots as plant holders to
create attractive table decorations for our
cafe and decking area.

We have also
introduced some
new cookies and
brownies in the
cafe, so come
down and give
them a try the
next time you join
us for morning
coffee.

Although we have yet to finalise the
2024/25 accounts, it looks as if we have
enjoyed another highly successful year. I'll
share the details with you soon, so
continue to enjoy the summer and as
ever thank you for continuing to support
your Village Shop.



An Organic Allotment by Pete Delaney

This month begins a period that is the
heart of the main summer cropping
season. Broad beans and salads already
cropping, now follow peas, runner beans,
french beans, courgettes, 2nd earlies
potatoes and in the polytunnel cucumber
and tomatoes, the first of which are
coming red as | write this in mid June. |
use my beds in the greenhouse in a three
year crop rotation, swopping beds
between cucumber and tomatoes for two
years, growing

in pots or grow

bags in the third

year. On a tip

from another

grower, | have

planted

tomatoes in

collars sticking

up out of grow

bags, so as to

create more

room for root

growth and

water

retainment.

This year | am having another go at
growing sweet potatoes. Last year they
turned out ok in taste but very small. This
time | have got them in the ground a bit
sooner and am feeding them on comfrey
water occasionally as | would with
potatoes. This season’s new experiment
on my plot is ‘peanuts’. Yeah | know,
crazy eh. | spotted them in Botany Bay
Nurseries one day. Reading up on them,
they are part of the pea family and the
nuts grow under ground off the root
stem. As | say, this month | shall hope to
harvest my 2nd earlies potatoes, along
with three rows of main crop, they are all
now brightening up the plot with their
array of flowers. This year as | crop my

potatoes it is my intention to spread leaf
mould, grass and other compostables
between the rows before raking over the
crops earths. This is to begin an early
feeding of the bed as potatoes always
take a lot out of the land. Also this year |
am pleased to have a decent crop of
parsnips growing. | have previously
experienced their hit and miss
germination. In my brassica net,
greyhound and red cabbage, green and
red sprouts are all looking as healthy as |
have grown. Regular slug searches are
important. | have mentioned previously, |
have found that once a family of slugs is
removed from a particular cabbage, there
is a period of time before other slugs
inhabit that cabbage. In my fruit area
(netted against birds) | am getting a good
crop of
raspberries |
can hardly
keep up
with,
gooseberries
are ripening
into a decent
crop too and
my three
year old
grape has
grapes! Tiny
for now, but
there!

On the whole so far, it seems to be a
good growing season, a little dry, but
healthy plant growth in general across
the plot. However all growers know,
adverse weather or a pest problem and
things can change very quickly in the
nurturing of produce to fruition and
harvest. Good growing, good harvest. .



Rob Cole’s Gardening Tips:

Spring Foliage

Good Bedfellows

Although we like to think that we
plant up our gardens with a keen
eye for colour association, textural
contrasts, and general harmony, |
have found that many of the best
plant combinations come about by
accident. There is nothing wrong
with that, and over the years |
have noted many such instances.
Here are three which | think are
particularly good.

This stunning
combination of
Papaver
commutatum
'Ladybird' and
Phalaris
arundinacea
'Picta’ came
about as the
result of the
poppy self-
sowing from an adjacent bed. The
poppy is an annual, so we have to
re-sow each year to continue the
effect.

We sow the seed in mid-February
in cell trays and by the end of April
the plugs are either planted out
directly where they are to grow, or
are potted into 9cm square pots
for growing on before planting
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My second
example is a lovely
soft mix of
Veronica 'Pink
Damask' and
Penstemon
'Garnet’, both
reliably perennial
and easy going.

These were, in fact, planted in the
hope that they might be good
together, but the result exceeded
expectations. They are both long
flowering varieties and the
combination is effective from late
June to the end of August.

| photographed this
beautiful association
in July 2010 on a visit
to the garden at
'Warble Bank', near
Dublin, whilst on a
four day garden
visiting trip.

The combination is very simple,
but the contrast between the blue
and white Geranium 'Rozanne' and
the white Iberis 'Betty Swainson' is
so clean and effective. Both plants
are shade tolerant and very long
flowering.



Stock and Bradley Gardening Club Report

CLUB MEETING — Wednesday 4* June 2025

The Club meeting on 4+ June was a talk by Samantha Hopes entitled ‘Pot and Container
Gardening’. Samantha is a regular speaker at our Club and once again gave us an
informative talk, this time on what plants to grow and how to best grow them in
containers.

NEXT CLUB EVENT — Wednesday 9+ July 2025

Our next event is our annual coach outing, this year to two beautiful gardens, one in
Derbyshire and the other in Staffordshire. Pre booking for members is essential and there
are very few spaces left.

Club meetings are normally held on the first Wednesday of each month at the Village Hall,
Church Road, Bradley Green starting at 7.30pm, and are free to members for an annual
subscription of £5.00 for 2025. Visitors are made very welcome and may attend for £3.00
per meeting.

If you require any further information, ring Rob Cole (Chairman) on 07544 832052.
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The Men’s 1st XI
has had a tough
month and they
currently sit in the
relegation zone of
Division 3 in the
Worcestershire
League, hopefully
with a bit more luck
& some steadier
availability the fortunes will change.

The 2nd XI however are having an
excellent season and sit comfortably at
the top of Division 8 with 5 wins from 6
as the team searches for promotion at
the earliest opportunity. A key win was
Away against Astwood Bank, who were
the existing League leaders at that point.
A strong disciplined bowling performance
followed by resilient batting saw the team
safely home with a 3 wicket win.

The 3rd Xl has been making solid progress
with some good wins against Five Ways
and a weak Pedmore team in Division

9. There have been debuts for three new
Juniors (two U14 and one U15) in the
team this year, which is really pleasing.

The 2025 U14 and U15 Junior cricket
season has had a great start with
wonderful weather and a sensational 7
wins in the first 7 games.

The Under 14 team have played a total of
6 games and had 6 wins including 5
consecutive wins in the Pairs competition
which they head by a large margin. The
highlights have been two wins against
both Bromsgrove & Hagley as well as a
strong win against Old Hill in the T20
format.A feature of the team has been
disciplined bowling performances from
everyone and a really positive team spirit.

The Under 15 team won their first League
match against Ombersley in a tense finish
and they have 3 further matches to play
in their league.

26

In a senior’s ‘international’ against the
Welsh tourists, the local hero led the
charge for the county over 70’s & much
to the relief of the groundsmen got
himself out to a full toss, meaning no
blame could be apportioned.

Food every Friday be it a bbq or outside
caterers.
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