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Regular Sessions

Wednesdays Playgroup
Thursdays Bridge; Hatha Yoga; Pilates
Fridays Medita�on Class
Second Monday of the month: Mobile Library
First Tuesday of the month:
Lunch Club, Feckenham Sessions
First and Third Wednesday: Community Choir
Third Monday of the month: WI
2nd and 4th Fridays : Erstwhile Morris dancers

July

2nd Village Hall AGM
9th Lunch Club
15th WI
18th Parish Council Mee�ng
19th FeckenOdeon 2
23rd Ba�ery Storage Mee�ng
27th Fun on the Square

August

14th Shakespeare in the Garden

September

27th R&C Bandits Golf Cup

October

5-6th Scarecrow Weekend
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Editor’s Note

A couple of days ago I
was si�ng in my garden
enjoying the sunshine
and hoping this was truly
the start of summer at
last. There was a
wonderful sense of
an�cipa�on as the team
of volunteers spent the
day preparing the Square and Recrea�on
Ground for the Wake: erec�ng gazebos,
pu�ng up bun�ng and everything else that
needs to be done to prepare for the big day.
The hog roaster was set up and areas roped
off for the car and pet show. The commi�ee
have invested in some new stronger and
more colourful gazebos which looked very
a�rac�ve.

The Wake yesterday was a fantas�c event,
perhaps the best in recent memory. There
was truly something for everyone. The sun
shone and the crowds came. I liked that it
started earlier than before at 1230 pm and
went on �ll 5pm, giving lots of �me to see
everything and enjoy all the food on offer.

The commi�ee which is now 11 strong -
Julian Bull (chair), Ian Bellion, Erica Guise,
Simon Holmes, Louise Jordan, Janine Lynn,
John Ratcliffe, Alan Smith, Simon Statham,
Maggie Stephens and Charlie Wille�s -
along with their helpers who are too many
to name individually deserve huge
congratula�ons and thanks. This morning
they are out again clearing up.

In the magazine on pages 8-9, please look
out for the ar�cle from the Parish Council
about the proposed ba�ery energy storage
sta�on and mee�ngs associated with it.
From what I hear, this will be a very long
running issue.
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Village No�ces

Rose and Crown Golf Society
Bandit Cup 2024

Friday 27th September 2024
Fulford Heath Golf Club, Tanners Green
Lane, Wythall, Birmingham B47 6BH
First tee �me 12:30
Followed by supper and prize presenta�on
at the Rose & Crown.

£45 for 18-holes or £25 for 9-holes (incl
green fee and prizes)

This annual golf compe��on is open to
Feckin Ladies and Feckin Gents and this year
will be running a separate 9-hole
compe��on for those no longer able to play
18-holes.

Do please contact Jenny Dalloway to book
your place.
jenny@jennydalloway.com
07899 790523
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Feckenham School News

The weather has definitely made itself
known to us this year, with flood days, our
new bell tent deciding to go ‘walk about’ in
our neighbour’s field and the Forest School
site over the road becoming a bog mire then
a shallow swimming pool.

However, let’s look on the bright side and
say a huge ‘thank you’ to local residents and
parents for fixing our fence at Forest School,
so we can at last use the site safely. The
weather had caused the fencing around the
brook to fail but kindness and for�tude
shown by our parents have put that right
and I am pleased to say that the Mustard
Seeds (our Recep�on class), made a return
to our wonderful site as soon as they could
get their wellies on!

Owls Class (Year 1 pupils), have been on a
tree hunt, iden�fying the range of trees by
looking closely at the leaves as well as using
the magnifying glasses to iden�fy all the
essen�al parts of plants.

The poly tunnel has been cleared out (and
rabbit holes filled in!), so we can start to
grow again.

We are so fortunate to have access to such
an interes�ng and huge Forest School site
and in the coming weeks will be making the
most out of the gentler weather.
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April CHURCH SERVICES
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CHURCH SERVICES

FECKENHAM ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
St John Fisher & Thomas More

Mass will not be held at St John Fisher and Thomas More un�l further no�ce.

Mount Carmel 6 pm Sunday Mass is now the Live Streamed Mass.
Link: www.eventcast.uk/live (Type the link into the browser)

Fr. Anthony Rohan, The Presbytery, Redditch. Tel 63096
Local contact: Phylis Mo�, Feckenham. Tel 893898

PARISH CHURCH of ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST

Vicar: Fr Glenn Reading 01527 894436
vicar@feckenhamchurch.org.uk

Church Warden: Vacant
For Weddings, Bap�sms & Funerals please contact Fr

Glenn
Website: www.feckenhamchurch.org.uk

Services for July 2024
7th July 10.30am Eucharist Rev Fiona Carter
14th July 9.00am BCP Communion Fr Glenn Reading

10.30am Family Service Rev Linda Nicholas
21st July 6.30pm Evensong Rev Fiona Carter
28th July 10.30am Eucharist Rev Fiona Carter

Drop in (in church)

Wednesday at 10.30am - 12.00pm
10th July and 24th July

All are welcome (coffee and cake)
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By the �me you all read this I will have been
ordained as a priest in the Church of
England at Worcester Cathedral on June 29th.
The last year has been amazing, as I have
been learning so many new things. Learning
how to conduct bap�sms and funerals has
been an immense privilege as I have been
sharing in these very significant family
events. Obviously, these events are very
different. Bap�sms are a joyous event and
funerals, although very sad, are very
important for the families to be able to say
goodbye in the right way for them. Ge�ng
to know the families has been an immense
privilege.

What I also enjoy doing is talking to and
ge�ng to know people in the community I
serve in. I am able to do this at the toddler
group on a Wednesday at Feckenham village
hall where I help to wash up. Also, at
Feckenham school where I serve as a
governor, and at the monthly “coffee stop”
we hold for our community at Astwood
Bank church. Even just walking round
Astwood Bank village I get to say hello to
people, dog walkers, mums and dads and
children. We have also started a family
service in Feckenham and Astwood Bank
churches on the second Sunday of the
month. The next one is at 10.30am at
Feckenham church on Sunday, July 14th.
Everyone is welcome.

I am also looking forward to the year ahead
as I become more confident with the things I
have learnt this year and start to do new
things as well. Presiding at the Eucharist is
one of those things. It feels an absolute
honour to be able to do that. On the 30th

June I will be presiding for the first �me.
Why do we do eat the bread and drink the
wine? Well, because Jesus commanded us
to. Jesus wants our company, and he wants
everyone else’s company as well. Rowan
Williams speaks of the Eucharist as a place

of hospitality. Hospitality is a very important
part of Jesus’s ministry. We come to the
Eucharist because he asks us to be there. In
the Eucharist he binds us together in love
and creates a celebra�on. All we have to do
is say yes to Jesus and in the Eucharist, we
can receive him and his transforming power
into our lives and our hearts, and be
changed by the gi�s of bread and wine.

Blessings

Reverend Fiona Writes

WI Centenary Memorial

The Parochial Church Council is pleased to
provide a home in the Church for the
framed banner celebra�ng the 100 years of
FeckenhamWomen’s Ins�tute from 1919 to
2019. It is the work of Margaret Ma�hews,
Sheena Shale, Jane White, Glenda Smith,
Kath Powell, Vivien Hunter and Eunice
O’Brien. It is located in the North Aisle next
to the North Door.
Defibrillator in Church
The Parochial Church Council is pleased to
report that a Defibrillator has now been
installed inside the Church. It is located in
the corner of the nave to the le� of the
entrance door. Ideally it would have been
installed on the outside of the building but
its status as Listed Building prevented this.
However, the Church is open all day, every
day from 08.30 to 22.30, so it is readily
available. There is a sign inside the porch
and on the no�ce board at the end of the
drive.
Ian Hunter on behalf of Feckenham
Parochial Church Council
Church of England Children’s Society
Collec�on Boxes
We are pleased to report that the boxes
collected in April have all been emp�ed and
the contents banked. A grand total of £817
has been donated to the Children’s Society.
A big THANKYOU to all who took part and
contributed to the care of children in need.
Vivien Hunter
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Feckenham Archive - Marion Chute

How useful it is for future genera�ons when people note down the names of subjects on the back
of photographs. This one depic�ng the family living in no 1 The Square has notes “Aun�e Florrie,
Lily, Phillis (nee Povey)Davies, Amy Badger Arthur Davies “ The datewould havemade it perfect!

Recently I’ve had enquiries from a gentlemanwho is trying to find outmore about his family, in
par�cular his mum Ivy Phyllis Court born 20th February 1912 in the sub district of Feckenham. Can
anyone help?
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This month I met with Ian Ridley in his
studio to hear about his ar�s�c journey
which started 20 years ago. Ian and his
wife, Sue, moved to the village from
Redditch in 1995. Both of them were
teachers in Birmingham. Prior to
becoming a painter, Ian worked with
wood but a�er developing tennis elbow
he was encouraged to go along to
Feckenham Art Society by friend and
village ar�st, Lew Howe Benne�. He was
immediately hooked and found himself
pain�ng in all his spare �me. Lew
con�nued to be a mentor right up to his
passing, with them spending many an
a�ernoon discussing each other’s work.
A�er a few years, he gave up working
and took up art professionally. He was
elected a member of the Birmingham
Watercolour Society which is quite a
difficult process including having a

number of pieces assessed and then an
interview. Once a member, one has
more credibility in the art world.

He has exhibited and has taught all over
the country. The best piece of advice he
ever had was: Paint what you want to -
not what you think will sell.

For about 10 years he worked
exclusively and tradi�onally in
watercolours before establishing a style
of his own with more imagina�ve and
atmospheric landscapes. More recently
he has been working in acrylics
producing “big sky” landscapes and
seascapes

His works are always originals as he
doesn’t do prints. He is con�nues to be
influenced by Lew who villagers will
remember I’m sure and who is greatly
missed.

A�er Covid, Ian and Julian Bull had a
successful Nature Exhibi�on in the
village hall. Following that, they set up
the group of Feckenham Ar�sans. There
are now about 16 members who range
in their work from cra�s to art - some as
hobbyists and others more
commercially.

Ian is very keen to support chari�es and
a propor�on of his sales have gone to a
range of chari�es. This year, as a part of
the Warwickshire Open Studios, he will
be dona�ng to the Rob Burrow Centre
for MND Charity. His cards and book
have raise thousands for Cancer
Research.

People are quite welcome to visit the
studio by appointment. His website is
www.ianridleywatercolours.co.uk.

Introducing… Ian Ridley
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Feckenham Wake 22nd June 2024
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On Monday 20th May we headed out to
Ipsley Alders Marshes in Winyates,
near the big Amazon warehouse on the
way to the A435. Walking through and
under the roundabout on the Coventry
Highway to get to it felt slightly
subversive! The reserve is one of
Worcestershire Wildlife Trust’s hidden
gems and it was lovely English
Longhorn ca�le grazing peacefully
amidst the flowers and rushes, just a
hundred metres or so from a big
housing estate. We did a bit of li�er
picking as we went along and then held
our AGM at The Oast House pub in
Church Hill South, with the following
being re-elected: Jen Cary as President,
Maggie Meixner as Treasurer, Emily

Peters as Secretary and Pauline Westbury as Membership Secretary.

For the last two June mee�ngs we’ve done air rifle shoo�ng but this year we thought we
would take advantage of the longer evenings by doing a car maintenance session. Adam
from Feckenham Garage and Will from Col’s Mini Centre very kindly took us through how to
change a tyre, how to tell if someone’s done a good service on your car or not, and loads of
other hints and �ps. We all thoroughly enjoyed it and are very grateful to Adam and Will for
their �me, pa�ence and exper�se. We also wish Dean a speedy recovery.

Our July mee�ng will be on Monday 15th July at 8pm – hopefully at our local nuclear bunker
in Inkberrow. We will be mee�ng in Feckenham Village Hall car park at 7.45pm and leaving
at 8pm. For more details contact Jen Cary on 07773 883 039.

If you like trying something a bit
different and educa�onal one
night a month, we are always glad
to welcome new members. It’s
£48 for 12 mee�ngs, which works
out at £4 per session and includes
the monthly WI magazine, or you
can pay £5 per session as a guest.
We meet at Feckenham Village
Hall back room every 3rd Monday
of the month, 8pm-9.30pm. For
more informa�on contact Jen Cary
on 07773 883 039 or
jen@thecarys.co.uk .

Feckenham WI
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Village Shop - Alan Slater

Despite the dreadful Spring weather, the Shop
enjoyed a record salesmonth inMay. The Cafe
con�nued to gain in popularity boosted by
many first �me visitors who had heard about
our excellent coffee and quality home baked
cakes.With the beginning of Summer
(allegedly), I am confident that the upward
sales trendwill con�nue. The ongoing financial
success of the Shopmeans that we are able to
sponsormany of the local events in and around
Village. For example in June the Shop
supported the FeckenhamHorse Show and the
annualWake (I hope you enjoyed our
sponsored Punch and Judy show). This month
wewill be promo�ng the Shop at the Hanbury
Country Show. Local sponsorships are
important in helping tomaintain these events
andwith it the dis�nc�ve character of
Feckenham.Wewill con�nue to do so but it’s
only possible with your support. So please
support us as we support the Community.

Although it's some �me ahead, wewill be
holding our annual CoffeeMorning in aid of
Macmillan Nurses on the last Friday in
September. Youmay recall that last year’s
event was a huge success as we raise £1,000
for the charity. Amagnificent total that was
partly achieved by the sales of homemade
FeckenJam and this year wewill be repea�ng
that ini�a�ve. So at this early stage I am issuing
an appeal for any used or non used jam jars
that could be useful to us. If you can help

please bring them to the Shop during the next
couple ofmonths. Also if you have a surplus of
any so� fruits our jammaker would be grateful
for that as well. Just text Geri 07765 939900
andwewill arrange collec�on if necessary. To
beat last year’s result will be a challenge but
with a bit of help I’m surewe can do it.

Finally my regular plea for addi�onal volunteer
help as we are struggling to cover some of the
Saturday shi�s. If you could spare an hour or
two between 10.30 a.m and 4 p.m that would
be brilliant, just drop by and give your details to
any of our volunteers andwewill give you a
call.
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An Organic Allotment by Pete Delaney

Mid summer just passed and the year �ps
over into the true harvest season of July,
August and September, although this year
due to the wet condi�ons we have
experienced, harvests have been slow to
come so far and some produce has had a
hard �me coming to frui�on. All across the
allotment there seems to be a yellow �nge
amongst the greenery, salads seem to have
suffered and my sweet corn could be doing
be�er.

Runner beans are growing slower than I've
ever seen them before. Also my runner
beans have been in a ba�le with flea beetle,
which I have not experienced on beans
before. I pull off the leaves as soon as I see
any presence of their feeding ( the green of
the leaf disappearing leaving just the leaf's
skeletal structure) however you cannot
leave a plant with no leaves on it, so at
�mes I cut the part of a leaf off that is
infested, I find removal the best way to be
rid of flea beetle, although if you are not on
the case they can destroy a plant within a
few days. For this reason I have held back
some haricot beans I have in pots to be sure
I am rid of the flea beetle infesta�on to my
beans before I plant the haricots out.

Some yellow leaves are welcome of course.
On the garlic it means it's prac�cally ready
to harvest, onions will be looking that way
too by the end of this month.

Also some crops seem to have thrived in the
damp condi�ons. My potatoes are looking
great, although I am part pu�ng it down to
the chopped up comfrey plants that I
sca�ered along the drills at plan�ng. Regular
watering and nitrogen, a potato plant’s
paradise I reckon. Broad beans are giving me
a good crop although, usually good to
support themselves in a block, this �me the
middle of the patch fell over in some heavy
rain. This was a�er they had flowered, so
thankfully did not affect the crop.

My first go at growing sweet potatoes is

producing rambling plants of which I look
forward to seeing its produce later in the
season.

Later this month I shall cut my Jerusalem
ar�choke plants in half, to stop them
growing up to flower and put their energy
into the tubers instead.

Summer raspberries are frui�ng well this
year. At the end of July/start of August the
summer raspberries finish and I shall prune
the canes that have fruited down to the
ground. In August my autumn fruiters will be
coming through.

The small column apple tree l planted in
February is looking healthy and I hope it will
have a li�le fruit next year. However the
column cherry and column pear I planted at
the same �me are struggling a li�le. I shall
feed them some ro�ed horse muck
compost, forked gently in around the roots
to try and give them a bit of a boost. In the
polytunnel several sets of tomatoes are in
place on my 13 plants in a bed and 4 plants
in large pots. As the crop begins to ripen I
shall keep an eye out for blossom end rot,
trea�ng with lime watered into the roots if it
should occur.

Cucumbers are climbing and showing
flowers. We germinated them a li�le late
this year, accidentally following the example
of this year’s late natural season.

A first for me in the polytunnel is a couple of
aubergine plants, they are growing well but
not in flower or fruit yet as I am wri�ng this
ar�cle in mid June.

My peas are just flowering with loads of
buds and I hope they shall be my main July
harvest.

Well let's hope the second half of the
growing season remembers to give the plot
a li�le sunshine to help the harvest’s
frui�on.
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Rob Cole’s Gardening Tips

GARDENING RECORDS - A LUST FOR LISTS

I have a great fondness for records and lists.

The idea of pu�ng bits of informa�on
together in an orderly and standardised
fashion has always appealed to me, and the
advent of computers meant that I could run
amok with my list making. My first
computer was a Sinclair ZX, a complete joke
by today's standards, but it introduced me
to databases. My current so�ware for my
lists is the database part of the old Microso�
Works, not a par�cularly powerful
programme, but it allows me to sort
alphabe�cally on any of the fields, to carry
out searches for records matching a set of
criteria, and to find key words in an instant.

My first seed sowing records on a 'proper'
PC go back to June 1990, and each year
since then I kept close records of what seeds
we sowed for our nursery, where the seed
came from, the date of sowing, the number
of pots or trays sown, the date of po�ng up,
and the number of plants yielded, together
with any comments. I now have 34 years
worth of records (21,405 entries) to draw
upon, which I use in deciding the op�mum
�me for sowing each species or genera and
which now forms the basis of another
database called 'Time to Sow'.

During the 1990's I was a keen grower of
Auriculas, and had collected books on them
to gain informa�on on the various cul�vars,
but none of the books had all of the
informa�on. So in 1998 I started a database
gathering together details from all of the
books and from any other sources I could
find, including wri�ng to some of the
growers for first hand facts. The list has
been updated and added to annually since
then, and is currently in its 22nd edi�on and
now describes over 5,783 cul�vars. As far as
I know, it is the only such list available which
covers these plants so comprehensively.

Not all my lists are as ambi�ous, though
some are as lengthy. I have a database of all
of the plants we grew at Meadow Farm,
which includes the plant name, where it was
bought, when we bought it, how much it
cost, and where the plant was located. By
the �me we le� it had 4,291 entries. I also
kept a list of all the plants we lost or
discarded over the years - a staggering 3,933
entries in twenty two years, I dread to think
of the cost. And I have a list of all of the
wildflowers and grasses I managed to
iden�fy in the meadow (43 entries). Of
course, since we moved to Salford Priors, I
now have a database of all of the plants in
our new garden (1,422 entries).

All of our hor�cultural books are catalogued
(248 entries), and I have a separate
database of my books on Primulas (44
entries). My list of local hor�cultural
socie�es (241 entries) was absolutely
invaluable when it came to target
adver�sing our plant sales and hor�cultural
events. I also have a database of
commercially available Echinacea species
and cul�vars (a par�cular breeding passion
of mine), and the total has now reached
533.

All gardeners have their Wants List, and
mine has 436 entries - where I shall put
them if I ever get them all is anybody's
guess.

I have just realised that the only list I haven’t
yet tackled is a list of my lists - be�er get
started.
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Stock and Bradley Gardening Club Report

PLANT SALE

Our annual fundraising Plant Sale final income figures have been confirmed,
after expenses, and amount to an amazing £1,555.00 - an all-time record.

Our 5th June meeting was a talk by Josh Egan-Wyer entitled ‘The Very Best
Plants for June' which he demonstrated with live plant material. Sales of his
plants were keen!

Club meetings are normally held on the first Wednesday of each month at the
Village Hall, Church Road, Bradley Green starting at 7.30pm, and are free to
members for an annual subscription of £5.00 for 2024. Visitors are made
very welcome and may attend for £3.00 per meeting.
If you require any further information, ring Rob Cole (Chairman) on 07544
832052.
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Feckenham Cricket Club
Bob Gordon

League cricket is now well underway, although both the 1st and 2nd Teams have not yet hit its
stride, having each had two of their fixtures having been cancelled due to the wet ground.
The condi�ons also resulted in the Worcestershire Over 70s v Wales Over 70s match at Mill
Lane being called off. However, it is likely that we will now be hos�ng Worcestershire Over
70s v Warwickshire Over 70s on Monday August 12th.

The Junior cricket season is now in full swing with Feckenham Under 13, Under 14 and
Under 15 teams all being in recent ac�on. The U15 team has played two games in this
period which included a tense win in the Hundred compe��on against Avoncro� where Sam
Cur�s (46 off 29 balls) provided a solid founda�on before local boy Ben Eost played a match
winning innings of 55 not out from 33 balls securing victory by chasing down a total of 137
with an over to spare. The team also played in the Na�onal Cup but were beaten by a very
strong Barnt Green team.

The U14 team have played two T20 matches and have been unsuccessful. There was a 13
run defeat to Droitwich in the Cup where Feckenham were unable to chase down 93 for
victory despite 21 not out from Shashank. There as also a League defeat to Hagley where
Tommy Eost starred with his first half-century being reached on the last ball of our innings.

The Under 13 team have made an impressive start to their 2024 across both their Pairs and
T20 league formats. With 3 out of 5 Pairs wins and 2 out of 2 T20 wins the team currently
occupies Top posi�on in both leagues. This is par�cularly significant given that there are
some very big Clubs that play in these divisions. The team has recently secured three
victories within four days against Droitwich, Barnt Green and Bromsgrove. A couple of
weeks earlier, the team crushed Astwood Bank by 36 runs. A key feature of the team has
been consistent disciplined bowling from everyone with wickets being shared around.
There have been good all round performances from a number of players including Rory
Gavin, Tommy Eost, Rory Freeman, Moin and Benny Reynolds. There have been a number
of new players join the squad this year who have fi�ed in very well and team morale is very
high.

If you know any juniors that might be interested in playing cricket this season then please
contact James Reynolds for more details on 07841615410.

We will have been at The Wake on Saturday 22nd June

We are on the lookout for addi�onal senior players and anyone that would like to help with
either Junior Coaching, umpiring or scoring games. Please contact the club by email to
feckenhamcc@outlook.com or send a message to us from the club's Facebook page.

Ladies cricket - we had a ladies/girls so�ball team before Covid struck and would like to
revive this. It will be playing a gentle form of cricket - maximum fun, minimum fuss. No
pads, no hard ball, no heavy bat, no head-scratching rules. The Fillies will probably play local
tournaments and occasional friendly matches against local clubs. You do NOT need to be an
athlete – all are welcome. If you are interested please get in touch.
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