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January

4th Parish Council Mee�ng
8th Dismantle Christmas Tree
9th Lunch Club
10th Readers group
15th WI
17th S&B Gardening Club Dinner
25th Burns Night - Rose and Crown
27th FeckenOdeon

March

9th Maybe Dick in the Village Hall

Regular Sessions

Wednesdays Playgroup
Thursdays Bridge; Hatha Yoga; Pilates
Fridays Medita�on Class
First Tuesday of the month:
Lunch Club, Feckenham Sessions
First and Third Wednesday: Community Choir
Third Monday of the month: WI
2nd and 4th Fridays : Erstwhile Morris dancers
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Editor’s Note
As the year turns we look
forward to 2024 with
some trepida�on, given
the state of the world,
the cost of living crisis
etc. I do hope the
outlook will be brighter.
Perhaps peace will be
nego�ated and we all begin to live in a more
sustainable world. My resolu�on will be to
consume less.
This magazine is a li�le thinner than usual. I
look forward to the return of Pete Delaney’s
organic allotment ar�cle next month. We
have had no volunteer to take over
Newshound. Please let me know if you
would like to take this on. There will be
support if you need it. Also sugges�ons for
people I could interview for the
“Introducing…” page please.
I’d like to send a vote of thanks to the

members the Square Commi�ee who
went out in dismal weather to bring light
into the darkness by stringing up the lights
around the green and then erec�ng and
decora�ng the tree which, I’m sure you
will agree, looks magnificent. You will
receive this a�er the Carols on the Square
event has past. We will be guaranteed
“snow” as usual!
It was with great sadness I received the
news that Ann Ma�hews has sadly died.
She was such a great example of someone
who did good in many ways and I’m sure
others will write more about her next
month. I knew her ever since our
daughters started nursery in the village
hall over 30 years ago. Later she became a
near neighbour a�er Jeff, Ann and their
two daughters Emma and Thea moved
into Chestnut House. She will be sorely
missed. On behalf of the village may I
send our sincere condolences to her
family.

'Sunset over Feckenham
by Debbie Wa�on
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CHURCH SERVICES

FECKENHAM ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
St John Fisher & Thomas More

Mass will not be held at St John Fisher and Thomas More un�l further no�ce.

Mount Carmel 6 pm Sunday Mass is now the Live Streamed Mass.
Link: www.eventcast.uk/live (Type the link into the browser)

Fr. Anthony Rohan, The Presbytery, Redditch. Tel 63096
Local contact: Phylis Mo�, Feckenham. Tel 893898

PARISH CHURCH of ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST

Vicar: Fr Glenn Reading 01527 894436
vicar@feckenhamchurch.org.uk

Church Warden: Vacant
For Weddings, Bap�sms & Funerals please contact Fr

Glenn
Website: www.feckenhamchurch.org.uk

Services for January 2024

7th January 10.30am Eucharist Rev John Green
14th January 9.00am BCP Communion Fr Glenn Reading

10.30am Family Service Rev Fiona Carter
21st January 6.30pm Evensong Rev Fiona Carter
28th January 10.30am Eucharist Fr Glenn Reading

Drop in (in church)
Wednesday at 10.30am - 12.00pm

10th January and 24th January

All are welcome (coffee and cake)
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New Year Reflec�ons from Rev’d Fiona Carter

Tradi�onally the new year is a �me to re
assess our lives. To look back on the year
behind and look forward to the year ahead.
Some of you will be glad to see the end of
2023 and will look forward to 2024. Even the
late Queen said in late 1992 that she had an
“annus horribilis”. Others of you will have
had a good year and feel very blessed.
Which is all perfectly normal. In this life we
all have ups and downs, it is all part of being
human. Living in Feckenham and
surrounding areas means that we are
already blessed to live in a beau�ful part of
our country.

I have had a very good year. I was ordained
deacon on the 24th of September, and I am
serving as a deacon in the benefice of Christ
the King which includes the local churches
of Feckenham and Astwood bank, and also
Crabbs Cross and Headless Cross. I spend my
�me being involved in local services and
ac�vi�es, mainly on a Sunday, but also in
the week as well over the whole benefice.

In the parish of Feckenham I am involved in
Feckenham school as a church governor, and
in local ac�vi�es such as washing up at the
toddler group held on the village hall on a
Wednesday and talking to people at the
drop in at Feckenham church on every other
Wednesday morning with coffee and cake.

I have been on something called the
“auxiliary pathway” which has been
designed for local people who are already
involved in their local church to be ordained.
So, geographically we stay where we are.
This is a self-suppor�ng role and open to
those over 55 years old. We also have had to
go through the na�onal system just like
everyone else wan�ng and hoping to be
ordained.

You may see me wondering about the
village, and please say hello I would love to

meet you. I live in Astwood bank now but
my family’s links with Feckenham are well
established. From 1990- 2005 we lived in
the parish of Feckenham on the Callow Hill
estate. Three of my four children a�ended
Feckenham First school when Mrs Doyle was
head teacher. And I have a�ended Saint
John the Bap�st Church in Feckenham since
the early 1990’s.

Every day is a new start in God’s eyes his
mercies are new every morning. Anything
that we have done that we felt could have
been done be�er or anything that worries
us can be le� at the foot of the cross every
day, and we start again. But a new year to us
seems even more of a new start. Be gentle
with yourselves as we are all doing the best
we can with the knowledge that we have.
And new year’s resolu�ons are o�en
discarded fairly early on in the year so don’t
put yourselves under too much pressure.
God bless you all and I hope you all have a
blessed new year.
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Thank you for
your lovely boxes,
your generous
dona�ons and
beau�ful hand
knits.

This year our
boxes were
distributed in
either Moldova or
Romania, both

countries are some of the poorest in Europe.
Your box was most probably the only
present that some of these unfortunate
children would have received.

272 boxes were collected, a joint effort, with
special thanks to June Cro�s (Stoke Prior)
Nicola Dobson and Tricia Mor�mer (Callow
Hill Village), the children of Feckenham First
School & Bromsgrove 1st O�ers Cubs. Thank
you, so much for your dona�ons of £640
plus proceeds from Cuddly Toys Tombola of
£373-20p which enabled the make up of
another 100 boxes.

Any unwanted toys that are in
mint condi�on would be much
appreciated for our stall on Wake
Day.

TOGETHER WE CAN CHANGE LIVES ONE BOX
AT A TIME

T4U Christmas Shoebox Appeal
Lin Preace

Amazing good fortune!!
The very successful Jazz for
Charity evening on 18th

November eventually
raised a total of £1,315.00.
It was our very good
fortune that during the
week we made the
dona�on to the Sick
Children’s Trust, an
ini�a�ve called ‘The Big

Give’ was, for one week only, part match-
funding dona�ons to registered chari�es, so
amazingly our dona�on to the SCT became
£2,425.00!!!!
We would just like to restate our thanks to
everyone who performed, helped, donated,
a�ended, purchased raffle �ckets and
auc�oned items on the day.
Jill, Shirley & David

Charity News

Jazz For Charity - Update
David Rowe

Village Christmas Card
Angela Fletcher

This year’s card raised the grand total of
£xxxx which will be shared equally between
Shelter and Crisis. It was made possible by
the generosity of villagers and support from
the Church Giving Group

100 Miles for the PCRF - Jamie Hubball

Well, that was one of the most difficult
things I’ve ever done but I made it.

Thanks everyone for all the support along
the way, there were so many �mes where I
felt like qui�ng and then saw another
dona�on come through and it kept me going
to the end.

I never could’ve imagined when I started
this that it would raise so much money - I’m
so happy we’ve been able to make such a
big difference together. $5732 in total so far.

Very excited to pack the running shoes away
at least for a few weeks!
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This memory is from 1958 and shows long term
Feckenham resident Barbara from Mill Lane with
her two small children. It features the Mothers
Union group. Maud Smith was the president of the
union and stands on the back row second from the
right. She lived to be 100 and has the small
rockery on Church Walk dedicated to her.
Barbara’s mother in law, Ada Baylis lived in one of
the oldest houses in the Village going back to at
least the sixteenth century. She and her husband
bought numbers 1,3 and 5 Mill Lane for £228! in
1928. When Barbara was sor�ng through some of
Ada’s papers she found the following poem which
seems very apt for this �me of year.

Ada Baylis outside
her house. Photo
taken for the

Feckenham 2000 file.

Feckenham Archive - Marion Chute
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On the first day of Christmas
My true love said to me
I’m glad we bought fresh turkey
And a proper Christmas Tree

On the second day of Christmas
Much laughter could be heard
As we tucked into our turkey
A most delicious bird

On the third we entertained
The people from next door
The turkey tasted just as good
As it had the day before

Day four rela�ons came to stay
Poor Gran was looking old
We finished up the Christmas pud
And ate the turkey cold

On the fi�h day of Christmas
Outside the snowflakes flurried
But we were nice and warm inside
For we had turkey curried

On the sixth day I must admit
The Christmas spirit died
The children fought and bickered
We ate turkey rissoles fried.

On the seventh day of Christmas
My true love he did wince
When he sat at the table
And was offered turkey minced

Day eight, nerves were ge�ng frayed
The dog had run for shelter
I served up turkey pancakes
With a glass of Alka Seltzer

On the ninth day our cat le� home
By lunch �me dad was blo�o
He said he had to have a drink
In face of turkey riso�o

By the tenth day the booze had gone
(except our home made brew)
And if that wasn’t bad enough
We suffered turkey stew

On the eleventh day of Christmas
The Christmas tree was moul�ng
The mince pies were hard as rock
And the turkey was revol�ng

On the twel�h day my true love
had a smile upon his lips
The guests were gone, the turkey too
And we dined on fish and chips!

Feckenham WI

Nuclear Energy Talk

On Monday 15th January there is the
opportunity to hear from a real life ‘Mr.
Burns’ from The Simpsons – Ian Sco�,
Founder and Chair of Moltex Energy will be
coming to Feckenham to give a talk and take
ques�ons about his new genera�on of
nuclear reactors and why he felt compelled
to set the company up. Interviewed by BBC
Radio 4’s ’39 Ways to Save the Planet’
programme (apparently it’s Arnold
Shwarzenegger’s favourite episode!), Ian’s
reactors are very safe, very small and can be
sited anywhere. They also use the waste
from conven�onal reactors as fuel,
rendering it safer and smaller. Tickets are £5
on the door (cash and card), FeckenhamWI
members are free. Back room of Feckenham
Village Hall. Doors open 7.45pm, talk starts
at 8pm. Contact Jen Cary for more details
07773 883 039.
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Feckenham Village Shop - Alan Slater

The New Year gives us all an opportunity to
reflect on the events of the past twelve
months and set personal goals for the year
ahead. The Members of the Shop
Management Board are no excep�on in this
regard. There is no doubt that we have
enjoyed a highly successful 2023 both in
respect of our trading performance and the
contribu�on that the Shop has been able to
make to the wider Feckenham Community.
With just three months to go before our
financial year ends and barring any
unforeseen disasters, we are on course to
break all records since the Shop opened
nearly 15 years ago. This strong ongoing
performance has enabled us to support a
range of local events such as the Wake, the
Scarecrow Weekend and the Hanbury
Countryside Show as well as community
projects such as the over 60’s Lunch Club,
the new Book Exchange in the Church and
several other worthy causes. In the year
ahead it is the Board’s inten�on to con�nue
to do more of the same.

Of course this will only be possible with your
con�nued patronage of the Shop and the
support of eighty Volunteers who give their
�me freely to keep us open for trading
seven days a week every week of the year. I
am extremely grateful to you all and am
delighted that the Board will be showing its
apprecia�on to our Volunteer Army later
this month at our annual anniversary party
in the Village Hall.

Looking ahead, our resolu�on for 2024 is to
keep the Shop moving forwards because, in
the world of retail (and that's where we are)
you can't stand s�ll, customers just won't
allow it. So our Buying Team will con�nue to
source new lines of products and we will

endeavour to be as price compe��ve as
possible.

I hope you all
had an
enjoyable
Christmas
but if you did
overindulge
in the fes�ve
spirit and
your
penance is Dry January, here is something
we are stocking that might help you.

I'll now raise a glass of non-alcoholic beer to
our many customers, our brilliant Volunteers
and a successful 2024
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Rob Cole’s Gardening Tips

Gardening TipsNarcissus romieuxii

In the bleak months of January and February it is
good to have something in flower to remind you
of brighter �mes to come. I first encountered
Narcissus romieuxii at Po�erton and Mar�n's
nursery in Lincolnshire many years ago, when I
was astounded to see a cold frame full of these
deligh�ul miniature daffodils. Since then, I have
bought various cul�vars, raised them from seed,
and grown them in my cold greenhouse where I
can enjoy them unblemished by the winter
weather.

Its wild habitat is
exclusively from
North Africa in
the Middle Atlas,
the High Atlas
and the Rif
regions and it
seems to grow in
both acid and
limestone
condi�ons with
equal vigour. The
flower is rather
untypical of what
we think of as a
daffodil, being
only about

150mm tall and consis�ng of a cone shaped
corona (the trumpet) surrounded by six slender
and short petals. The flower ranges in colour
from pale straw to primrose yellow and, in some
forms which I have seen, can be up to 50mm in
diameter, but more normally about 35mm.

Narcissus romieuxii can be grown outdoors, but it
is easily damaged by wind and marked by soil
splashes, so growing it in a cold frame or
unheated greenhouse is a be�er proposi�on. In
the summer months, the bulbs don't mind being
dried out and baked, and so as soon as the leaves
dry off, I clean up the pot and don't touch it again
un�l I reawaken it by watering it in the second
week of September which s�mulates new
growth. If the pot of bulbs has becomes
congested, I knock them out of the pot in mid
August, separate them into similar sizes, and
then repot the larger bulbs into a 9cm square

pot, 9 bulbs to each pot (3 x 3), topped with grit.
They are not too fussy about the type of
compost, but I use a peat free product, with
about 20% grit added to improve drainage. By
late October shoots are appearing and the first
flowers appear in early January. The smaller
bulbs are just �pped en masse into a similar sized
pot to grow on for a year or two. In either case
the bulbs are set well down the pot, the deeper
the be�er.

In most years, plenty of seed is set and it is best
to sow it immediately, but it can get le� un�l
early November. For sowing I use a 9cm round
pot and a compost mixture of 3 parts peat free, 2
parts John Innes No. 2, and 1 part 6mm grit. The
mixture is put through a 6mm sieve to remove
the odd lumps and a 12 month fer�liser added, in
the form of mini-granules. Fill the pot to halfway
and sow the seed fairly generously and then top
up with more compost, and finally add a layer of
grit to the surface. Sowing deeply does not
inhibit germina�on, but does reduce the �me �ll
flowering by at least a year. Don't forget to label
the pot with the name and date of sowing.
Lightly water the pot, and then place it outdoors
in an open situa�on and leave it for the wonder
of germina�on to begin.

It will happily tolerate being outside through the
winter and will begin to germinate in January or
February, whereupon I move the whole po�ul
into the greenhouse to protect the emerging
seedlings. I allow the po�ul to grow on all year
and make sure that it doesn't dry out whilst it is
s�ll growing. The seedlings are le� in the original
pot for two growing seasons and then moved,
without spli�ng, into a 1 litre square pot and
grown on for a further year. Some of the bulbs
o�en flower in this third year, and in the August
of that year can be knocked out of the pot and
the larger bulbs po�ed up as flowering size
specimens for the next year. There is o�en
variety in the seedlings produced and I select the
best as single bulbs and grow them on
individually to mul�ply as a clone.

And don't forget - the unique enjoyment and
excitement of seeing your seedlings flower for
the first �me is reserved only to those who take
the trouble to sow the seed and nurture the
seedlings!
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Stock and Bradley Gardening Club Report

Our meeting on 6th December 2023 was a talk by Samantha Hopes entitled ‘My Journey into
Horticulture’ which traced her progress from a geology student to a plant lover and on to a
career in horticulture.

NEXT CLUB EVENT - Wednesday 17th January 2024 Annual Dinner

Our next get-together is our Annual Dinner at The Boot Inn, Flyford Flavell at 7:00pm for a
7:30pm start. Pre booking is essential – please contact Nikki Dean on
njdean50@outlook.com if you haven’t booked already as we are limited to 30 places.

Our 7th February 2024 meeting is a talk entitled ‘Butterflies’ by John Tilt who is the warden
of the local Grafton Wood. The subject for the members' monthly competition is Three
Snowdrop Flowers (the same or different) with foliage' and will be judged by our speaker.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-----------------------------

Membership of the Gardening Club is currently by £5.00 annual subscription which becomes
due on 1st January each year, so please come prepared to renew if you haven't already done
so. Please make cheques payable to 'Stock and Bradley Gardening Club'. We welcome new
members to join us at any time throughout the year.

Club meetings are normally held on the first Wednesday of each month at the Village Hall,
Church Road, Bradley Green starting at 7.30pm, and are free to members for an annual
subscription of £5.00 for 2023. Visitors are made very welcome and may attend for £3.00
per meeting.
If you require any further information, contact Nikki Dean (Secretary) on
njdean50@outlook.com or Rob Cole (Chairman) on meadowfarm33@aol.com.
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Feckenham Football Club - Peter Philips

The first season at the higher level Midland
League Two as expected has been a tough
challenge for the club on and off the pitch.

A�er a decent start we came under pressure
for some of our most influen�al players
from other local clubs who have a budget to
play and in the current climate its hard to
turn down money for playing football.

We were holding our own up and �ll
October when things came off the rails, we
were si�ng in the top half of the table but
several points behind the top teams.
We suffered a spate of injuries to some of
our top players and with the loss of key
personal to other clubs le� the squad very
thin .

The lads ba�led on but we were given two
very tough cup draws in the county cup to
Kidderminster Harriers under 21 team and
Knowle who are running away with the
division above us and we suffered two heavy
defeats .

With very few home games due to the way
the fixtures came out and lately the bad
weather which means the club house which
is our only source of income is closed.
The situa�on was compounded again by the
resigna�on of our manager Glen Adams who
felt he had taken the club as far as he could.

We would like to put on record our thanks
to Glen for ge�ng the club back on its feet
at Mill Lane a�er so long. It was always
going to be a hard season to follow with
winning both cup league last season

However I am glad to report that assistant
manager Ma� Phillips although
inexperienced at this level has stood up to
the plate to rally the team .

He has been fortunate to obtain the
services of ex Feckenham football legend
Wayne Bunn who was captain of the
Feckenham team back in the eigh�es .
Wayne has managed the club before and
had spells at Studley and some other high
level clubs.

It took a couple of games to steady the ship
with a couple of 0-0 draws at Wake Green
and high flying Silhill.
They are now on a unbeaten run of eight
games conceding only three goals this has
seen us shoot up the table to third and put
promo�on back in our own hands

We have a tes�ng �me over Xmas with
games at home on the 23rd December
against top side AFC Solihull 2.00pm ko plus
away games to local rivals Meadow Park on
Boxing day .

Off The pitch it has been encouraging to see
some local residents at the matches and
coming in for a drink a�er the atmosphere
in the club is always good. To make viewing
more comfortable we are applying to build
a canopy off the club to protect spectators
from the elements .

In addi�on we are hos�ng the Feckenham
Dads v Lads game at the club on 28th

December at 11.00am with a social event in
the club on the day hopefully see a good
turn out to support their charity Prostrate
Cancer .

We are always looking for helpers,
volunteers, and commi�ee members to
help us. If you have a interest in football in
Feckenham come down and introduce
yourself.
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Well, the damp weather has hardly abated
since mid-October and so we have been
unable to move the large pile of wood
intended tor the Guy Fawkes bonfire. For
that we apologise – it is unsightly and its far
from ideal to have it s�ll si�ng that as I
write this three weeks before Christmas, but
we will move it once we can get a tractor
onto the ground in that area.

It was gra�fying to learn recently that a
photograph of our ground has been chosen
to be the cover for the annual calendar
produced by The Cricketer, a respected and
long-standing na�onal magazine about the
game. The glorious summer scene, with blue
skies and fluffy clouds, seems a long �me
ago now!

However, you might like to know that cricket
s�ll takes place in England in the depths of
winter. Bury Cricket Club have an annual
match each Boxing Day against a
neighbouring team from To�ngton St Johns,
about which their Facebook page states that
“The match will start at 11am and will take
place whatever the weather. We'll have hot
food and drinks available and the bar will be
open throughout”. It is this sort of thing that
makes one proud to be English!

I recently read an ar�cle about the origin of
the Laws of Cricket and I found it fascina�ng.
Apparently, for significant matches,
individual "ar�cles of agreement" were
agreed between the teams. The oldest
surviving wri�en version of the Laws comes
from 1744 and was created by the
"noblemen and gentlemen" of the London
Club, who played at the Ar�llery Ground in
Finsbury. That code defined the length of
the pitch (22 yards), the toss for choice of
innings, and nearly all of the ways of
dismissing a batsman. The first LBW law also
first appeared in 1774, the present weight of
the ball (5½ to 5¾ ounces) was defined,
along with the maximum width of the bat
(4¼ inches).

Happy New Year

Feckenham Cricket Club
Bob Gordon
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