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Tapcasti d

COMPUTER SERVICES

Tapcast is a family business, based in
Inkberrow, with over 20 years
experience, supporting computer

systems in businesses and homes

For: Computers, Laptops, Networking, Broadband, Email,
Upgrades, Repairs, Support and more

web: www.tapcast.co.uk  tel: 01386 792196
email: jane.neal@tapcast.co.uk

AW About Feet

Nichola Dean cir cFHR. MPSPRACT, VRFHP

QUALIFIED FOOT PRACTITIONER
Range of Treatments
Nails Trimmed - Thick Nails Reduced
Com Removal - Callus Reduction
Pedicure & Polish - Warm Wax Treatments
Reflexology

At Gray Gable Surgery, Inkbarrow. Tel:0138 133007
Home 01386 792 553 - Mobile 07584 162 219
Also inthe comfart of your own home - Concessions for Senior Citzens

JEFF LYNN

Painter and Decorator

Interior and Exterior
Work

iy
Inkberrow (01386) 792198

KESTREL|

Carpet And Uphcolstery
Clec:nln Servu::es

NE W TECHNOLOGY
We now offer the
meost advanced

Stain Removal
Profection
Free &uctation

— 01527 542515
4 071385 7o27s2>

A

Flowers & Plants for the Home & Garden
National Garden Tokens on sale and exchanged
Open 7 Days a Week

Evesham Road, Cookhill. B49 5JR
Tel: 01527 894111

* MEMORIALS -

Additional Inscriptions
& Renovations

All work is to the Highest Standard
Burcot Forge, Unit 4, 338 Alcester Road,

Burcot, Nr Bromsgrove B60 1HH
Tel: (01527) 876200 Mobile 07710 976744

THOMAS BROTHERS

The Funeral Directors
Prc-payment Plan, Private Chapels, Woodland Burnial, Daimler Flect
24 hour Scrvice
A family owned funeral directors offering a friendiy,
dignified service payving altention io detail

01527 547777

Birchfield House, 494 Evesham Road, Crabbs Cross, Redditch. B97 5]F




JANUARY Diary

Tues 3rd

Tues 10th

Wed | Ith

Thur |2th

Wed [8th

Wed 25th

Sat 28th

FEBRUARY
Fri 10th

Sun I2th

12.30am

7.30pm

10.30am
- noon

7.30pm

7.30pm

10.30am
- noon

7.30pm

7.30pm

SEF
Lunch Club pre  Village Hall,
booking essential Back Room
893929
Feckenham Forest VWebheath
History Society  Village Hall
“Drop in” for Parish Church

coffee and a chat

Feckenham WI Village Hall
Back Room
Stock & Bradley  Flyford Arms

Gardening club
Annual Dinner

“Drop in” for Parish Church

coffee and a chat

FeckenOdeon Village Hall
FeckenOdeon 2 Village Hall
Back Room

New Perspectives Village Hall
Theatre Company

Happy o

New

YBGF
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Front Cover

Last winter’s snow on The
Square! Photo by lan Bellion.

Ifyou have a photograph or
coloured drawing you would
like us to consider for a cover
please send it to us.

Production Team
lan Bellion — What’s On
892130 whatson@feckenham.f9.co.uk

Adrienne Newland — Newshound
821760
Antonia Pulsford — Reviews
892268
Jo Warrilow — Ads, Mags by post
892059
Jane White — Letters, Reports etc.

893281 ejw55@hotmail.co.uk


mailto:whatson@feckenham.f9.co.uk
mailto:ejw55@hotmail.co.uk

Church Services PARISH CHURCH

THE BAPTIST

Priest-in-Charge: Canon John Green 01905 345242
Churchwarden: Ann Matthews 01527 892180
Associate Priest: Biddi Kings 01684 311922

Parish Office: Tel: 01527 821826
Mon., Tues., Wed. & Thurs. [0am-12 & |-5pm bowbrookgroup@btinternet.com
at West End Office, Upper Berrow Farm, Feckenham, B96 6QS

Readers and Intercessors

Sunday Ist 11-00am Sung Eucharist

Christmas 2 Isaiah 61 : vs. 10-62.3 Jeff Matthews &
Galatians 4 : vs. 4-7 Alison Crellin
Intercessions Walter Richards

Sunday 8th 08-00am Holy Communion

Baptism of Christ Romans 12 :vs. -5 John Eaton
11-00am Family Service “IN THE BEGINNING .....”

Sunday 15th 6-30pm ECUMENICAL SERVICE

Epiphany 2

Saturday 22nd 11-00am Family Communion

Epiphany 3 Revelation 19 : vs. 6-10 Alistair Mcnaughton

Intercessions lan Hunter

Sunday 29th 10-30am GROUP FAMILY EUCHARIST
Candlemas

X Box Sunday School
Will be held in Church on Sunday Ist January. All children will be warmly welcomed.

Morning Fellowship
9.15am every Wednesday in church, for about 2 an hour of ecumenical prayer & contemplation.

Feckenham Roman Catholic Church
St John Fisher & St. Thomas More

Mass is celebrated every Sunday at 10.15am in the Church
Fr. Edward Clare, The Presbytery, Redditch. Tel. 01527 63096
Local contact—Phyllis Mott, Feckenham. Tel. 01527 893898

4
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Communal
Chrismas
Card

our very generous donations to the

Communal Christmas Card enabled us to
give £535 to our chosen charity “Hope and
Kindness”. The church paid for the printing
costs from their annual giving. Thank you to lan
Ridley for letting us use his painting which |
hope you all enjoyed. J.W.

Hope and Kindness

Thank you & information about
the charity

would like to take this opportunity to
express my personal gratitude and say ‘thank
you so much’ for the donation of £535.

This gift will be used to support the work of
“Hope and Kindness,” a charity that myself and
my husband founded in 2002, to care for and
to educate orphaned and abandoned children
in a very poor, rural area in south west Kenya.
In 2002 we spent a year living as members of
the Kosele community where we established a
small children’s home for 17 orphans and a
nursery school for a total of 35 children.
Almost ten years later the children’s home has
grown to a family of 37 and the nursery school
has grown into a school which teaches over
170 children from nursery through to Year 8.
This year my husband Terry has gone back,
again in a voluntary role, to establish a farm and
Agricultural College that we hope will one day
enable the work of Hope and Kindness to
become self sufficient and self sustaining. It is an
ambitious goal but we believe that with the
support of old friends and new across the UK,
together with a talented and committed

Kenyan team, we will secure a much brighter
future for these very brave and hardworking
children.

As a member of the teaching staff at
Feckenham First School | have been hugely
encouraged by the support we have received
through the children’s various fundraising
events. In the same way, | am really touched
and moved to receive this gift of the donations
made to the Feckenham Communal Christmas
Card.

On behalf of the children, the staff and our
Kosele neighbours, | would like to close by
saying

“Erokamano ainya” (thank you so much )

“Nyasye Ogwedu” (God bless you)

If you would like to know more about our
work you can visit our website at
www.hopeandkindness and read Terry’s ‘daily
blog’ on the ‘news’ page.

Judy Mott

Thanks

Worcestershire Breast
Care Unit Campaign

e had such a lovely time at our recent

Coffee Morning. It was such a good
cause - close to all our hearts, and as usual
we had the most wonderful support. The
final amount raised was a massive £920.00 !!
Thank you to all the helpers and to everyone
who attended - we couldn’t do it without
you!
Kindest Regards Shirley Harman.



Dog Mess

This isn’t the first time this unsavoury subject
has been raised in these pages and it probably
won’t be the last. This time it's Malcolm
Hawkes, longtime custodian of Feckenham
Football Club, who has been driven to voice his
disgust and frustration at the antisocial attitudes
of dog owners.

Malcolm is concerned that dog mess left on the

Recreation Ground not only threatens the

health of football players and spectators but is

dangerous to youngsters heading to the
playground at the far end of the field.

A couple of facts for your digestion:

e Dog waste is teaming with E. Coli and other
harmful bacteria including faecal coliform
bacteria, which causes serious kidney
disorders, intestinal illness, cramps and
diarrhoea.

e Dog poo often contains roundworm larvae,
which cause blindness. If a human ingests a
roundworm larva, it can migrate through the
body causing disease to the brain, lungs,
kidneys, liver, heart or eyes.

So how would you like to dive into a pile of this

stuff when you’re trying to score a goal... or

even worse, how would you like your child to
accidentally ingest even the smallest smear of
this toxic waste?

Malcolm’s message is quite simple - PICK IT

UP! There are bins provided by the gate into

the field, in the car park and at the head of The

Square. There really is no excuse. It's a

problem that seems to get worse as time goes

on and Malcolm’s concern is echoed by

Feckenham Cricket Club and the Square

Management Committee. Dog walkers are

welcome in all of these areas but the volunteers

who look after them are getting heartily sick of
the irresponsible attitudes of a minority.

PICK
IT UP!

Feckenham Flower &

Garden Festival
12 & 13th May 2012 Cathy Fisher

lans are now under way for this year’s
Festival to be held over the weekend of

the [2th and |3t May.

This hugely successful Festival, which is now
entering its 27t year, raises funds for the
Church Fabric Fund (general maintenance of
our parish church of St. John the Baptist).

In 2009, over 30 gardens opened to visitors
and | do hope that we shall be able to repeat
that again this year. If you would like to open
your garden |2 noon - 6pm, Saturday |2th and
Sunday 13th May 2012, please do contact me.
However due to safety, traffic and other
regulations, the boundaries for open gardens
fallsbetween Winfields of Feckenham, Moors
Lane and Brook House on the B4090.

Many of our gardens are hidden and vary
enormously in size and style. This variety
creates a huge amount of interest and an
element of surprise.

| am extremely grateful to the W.I. who have
once again agreed to provide their wonderful
teas in the Village Hall and there will be a pig
roast/ barbecue at the Catholic Church. We
hope to have two local nurseries selling plants,
another stall selling garden accessories and
related products and Feckenham Forest
History Society all on The Square.

Achighlight of the weekend is the magnificent
flower festival in the Church. This year’s
theme will be ‘With hearts and hands and
voices’ and | have no doubt that our creative
flower group will rise to this exciting
challenge.

This is a wonderful village event with an
enormous number of jobs to be done so, if
you feel you can help in any way, your
assistance would be most welcome.

Catherine Fisher
Tel: 01527-821412

Email: catherine.fisher@talk2|.com
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Thought for the
month

THE GATE OF THE YEAR -
WILL WE WALK THROUGH IT?

always feel that New Year is one of those

moments which presents us with an
opportunity which we may either take with
both hands or simply ignore and continue with
the familiar pattern of it all. Traditionally, it is
seen as a moment for looking back to what has
been in last year and in previous years, but it is
also a moment for looking forward, to lifting
our eyes to the hills. The turn of the year is a
moment when time can seem to stand still,
giving us a precious opportunity to be aware of
the present moment.

John Green

What, | wonder, would you wish for this
coming year? Are there changes that you
would like to see in your life or in the lives of
others? Perhaps you would like to take a step
out into the unknown and maybe you would
love to be free of the fear that blocks you from
doing it? Probably we need to be more aware
of our own neglected voices and we may be
able to do this by making a New Year’s
resolution to listen more attentively to others
and perhaps we may even take the risk of
allowing others to listen to us. If we are able to
do this we may be better prepared to seize
God’s moment when it comes to us in an
opportunity presented or a challenge to change
course or even an opportunity to forgive or be
forgiven.

We do not know as yet what gates will open up
for us in this New Year of 2012, but let us at
least be expectant that God will be at work
within our lives and the lives of others. So
often, we pull away from opportunities to
change course because of the deep seated
anxieties within our innermost depths.

In her beautiful poem, “The Annunciation”
Denise Leverton says

Some unwillingly undertake great destinies,
enact them in sullen pride, uncomprehending.

More often those moments when roads of light
and storm

open from darkness in a man or woman,

are turned away from

in dread, in a wave of weakness, in despair and
with relief.

Ordinary lives continue.

God does not smite them.

But the gates close, the pathway vanishes.

As we walk through the gate of this New Year,
poised between what has been and what will
be, let us be profoundly expectant that we shall
encounter the divine as we travel along the
road of life. It is so easy to miss the God
moment and to turn away in fear or dread of
being changed. Surely though, being
transformed, the possibility that we might be

different is what it is all about. Safe travelling.

Bowbrook Group
Lent 2012

ASH WEDNESDAY, 22 February at 8.00
pm Himbleton Church Holy Communion with
imposition of ashes

LENT COURSE SO THEN!
Five hard questions for us to reflect on.
Wednesday 29 February 8.00 pm

Are we really free to make our own
decisions?

Wednesday 7 March 8.00 pm

Is there really such a thing as a miracle?
Wednesday 14 March 8.00 pm

Does having a faith make us better people?
Wednesday 21 March 8.00 pm

What is prayer and does it work?
Wednesday 28 March 8.00 pm

Is there really life beyond death?

fr]
fo=me
o

*Venues to be announced by the beginning of
February.

Do come along, air your own views and be

prepared to be challenged and hopefully to be
surprised by new insights into some fairly hard
questions which we all ask from time to time.



Family Service
Gary Crellin

IN THE BEGINNING.........

appy New Year to you all. | hope that

2012 is a year that will hold good for us all
in this community of ours. With the Olympics
and the Queen's Diamond Jubilee, there will be
lots to celebrate and remember in this new
year -*hopefully for manyeyears to come!

We have to start somewhere -*so where can
we start in the Church's Family service?* The
lectionary,ethis is the prescribed readings for
each church year,*races from the glory of
Christmas with Jesus' birth through to his
baptism which happened many years later by his
cousin, John (and our churches patron saint).
We somehow miss the arrival of the Magi (or
three Kings if you prefer) and His presentation
in the temple -* two key dates four our faith.¢ It
is all to do with the timing of Lent/Easter which
I will not bore you with but sometimes time
rushes by too quickly. To confuse matters
more,*the family service this month really goes
back to the beginning -*to look at Creation and
the dawning of the new world that God created
for us all to use and safe keep.......

The New Year break«is a good time for clearing
out the old to make way for the new (a perfect
excuse for the Sales then)«and for New Year's
resolutions. During the briefeepiphany season (it
ends on the 6th January so make a note to take
the decorations down!) such soul searching, and
may be prayer, may give you*a sudden
realization about the nature or meaning of
something.* This is what happened when the
Three Kings arrived at Bethlehem - they saw
in¢Jesus the face of God with us all.

As you think about what this new year brings,
perhaps you will be drawn to offer help and
support to organisations within this community

-*the Shop,*the Entertainments or Square
Committee,*the two youth groups - even the
Church.s | am particularly looking for help to
develop our family service, to gain fresh ideas
and help to run the service.» Maybe your New
Year's Resolution (or epiphany moment) is to
help in this way.* | would be delighted to hear
from you!

Let me end with a poem by Joanna Fuchs:-

Looking Forward

May this new year find you
healthier and happier,
peaceful, content, satisfied,
looking forward

to fresh, revitalizing interests,
a variety of pleasures,
interesting new people,
material and personal successes
to make this new year

the best one yet.

Happy New Year!

Family Service

January Stl} at llam
X

N

New Begiﬁnings

Refreshments served after

<



Operation Christmas
Child

he Evesham send-off took place on |1

December with an ecumenical Service in
the warehouse before the last lorry load of
boxes was duly topped out and sent on its way
to Belarus.

Ron Russ

Shoeboxes through Evesham were down a bit
this year, only some 30,000 being checked,
packed and shipped to needy children in third
world countries including Liberia, Serbia and
Belarus. However donations with the boxes
totalled £43,000.

At the Service we were given a firsthand
account from a lady who helped distribute
boxes in Belarus last Christmas. Her stories of
children receiving the gifts touched the hearts
of all present. These boxes mean so much to
deprived youngsters who have nothing.

| can only pass on to everyone involved with
shoeboxes in Feckenham the sincere thanks of
the Christian charity Samaritan’s Purse for
everything you do, no matter what. The
message is, do please keep the boxes coming
next year. There can never be too many.

THE REVEREND BIDDI KINGS

Many of us will know that Biddi is leaving
us at the end of January to work with the
Reverend Mike Rogers who is the Vicar of
Berrow with Pendock, Eldersfield, Holly-
bush and Birtsmorton. A group of parish-
es a few short miles from where Biddi
lives. We are extremely sorry to be los-
ing her and we will be having a farewell in
the early part of next year. In the mean-
time, we would like to say to Biddi,
“Thank you from the bottom of our
hearts for all that you have given us during
your time with us.” Biddi’s final service
will be the Group service at Feckenham
on Sunday 29 January at 10.30 am. Do
please come along.

Personal =S
Eg&c
Ads. Sl

WANTED - self-contained furnished accom-
modation with flexible dates between March and
Sept/Oct 2012 in or around Feckenham, for cou-
ple visiting the UK from New Zealand. Could
involve exchange with small apartment in Hong
Kong (max 2) or apartment in New Zealand
(max 4). Contact Keith French 01527 892305
for details of his brother’s plans.

FOR SALE Excellent horse hay, £4 per bale.
Telephone 01527 821461.

Feckenham Flower Show &

Over 60’s Party Fund
Rob Cole

AGM 23rd February 2012

The 2012 AGM is to be held in the Back Room
of the Village Hall at 7.30pm on Thursday 23rd
February 2012, and the meeting will be open to
all as usual.

The existing Committee have all been involved
for many years and are deserving of retirement,
and for the tradition to continue, new
Committee members are needed. Anyone who
would be willing to join the Committee is
invited to have a chat with Rob Cole
(Secretary) on 01527 821156, or with Angela
Fletcher (Treasurer) on 01527 893231, or to
come to the meeting.

Events already confirmed for 2012

You may wish to make a note of the following
events coming up this year :-

14th April 2012 Spring Flower Show

27th May 2012 Open Afternoon at Meadow
Farm Garden, 33 Droitwich Road

8th Sept. 2012
8th Dec. 2012

It would be a considerable loss to the village if
these events became a thing of the past.

Autumn Flower Show
Over 60's Christmas Party



WHAT'S ON IN FECKENHAM

F Feckenham Forest
History Society
STUART
MA GINIFIGENCGF,
Grand Living
with Bernard Pumphrey
Tuesday, 10th January - 7.350pm

A Webheath Village Hall

@ FECKENHAM WI

Meeting at
Feckenham Village Hall
Thursday, 12th January - 7.30pm
WHALEBONE & LACE
with Rod Quilter

Visitors welcome - £3

“?1\ Slock & Bradley GARDENING (LUB

O™ ANNUAL DINNER
%’:\UL al The Hyiord Arms
@\( Wednesday, January IBIII_- 1.30pm
s (all 821156 for details

ﬁa FECKENHAM VILLAGE HALL

NEW PERSPECTIVES puy
THEATRE COMPANY &

HOW STEEPLE SINDERBY
WANDERERS WON
THE FA CUP

Sunday, 12th February - 7.30pm

Tickets: £8 from The Village Shop, The Rose & Crown
or Phone Skiddle on 0844 884 2920
Book online at www.ticketsource.co.uk/feckenham

In association with Sﬂwfag - Live arts on YOUR doorstep

Feckenbam Readers Group

& Tuesdag, 108 dmaary - 745
p=< This Month: THE SENSE OF ENDING
£ by Julian Barnes

Feckenham & Astwood Bank Conservatives

A WOODEN
HORSE RACE

Feckenham Village Hall

Saturday, 4th February at 7pm
Tickets £10 induding light supper
from Antonia - 892268

Detaeils £rom Marion Ghirte - 892265

Raffle - Bar - Tote

For technical reasons the What’s On Pages have been reformatted for viewing online

For free listings of Feckenham events just e-mail the details to:
whatson@feckenham.f9.co.uk
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WHAT’S ON IN FECKENHAM
E‘E@E@EN@@E@NQ&%&%

MOVING COME
HI:AR!WARMING AND ENJOYABLE WITH I:XCLLLENT PERFORMANCES”

REYNOI.DS
SAMANTHA
BOND
DEREK

JACOBI

IMELDA_ |
STAUNTON |
AND
CHARLES
DURNING

A BUNCHE
OF AMATEURS”

+PLYS The Nlusionist

Saturday, 28th January at 7.30pm

The FeckenOdeon Cinema at Feckenham Village Hall

Tickets £4.50 from The Rose & Crown and The Village Shop
Online Booking and full information at

www.feckenodeon.co.uk

The Clnema in the Bacl( Room

Catherine Deneuve - Gerard Depardieu
in a new comedy

POTICHE®

Friday, 10th February - 8pm



http://www.feckenodeon.co.uk

The FeckenOdeon
Cinema Society

LEAR JETS IN

t's not often that the

handsome chaps of the
Hollywood cinema decide to
admit to aging - toupeses,
facelifts and airbrushes
preserve the illusion far
beyond the natural sell by
date. It’s refreshing therefore to find one of
the biggest action stars acting his age. Burt
Reynolds was 72 when he made “A Bunch
of Amateurs” in 2008 and earns full marks

for self parody. He plays

“ a fading American
: ~ action hero who is
delighted when his
agent gets him the lead
in King Lear in
Stratford, England. It’s
only when he arrives at
the “theatre” that the
awful truth dawns - the
agent has pulled a fast
one and “Stratford”
turns out to be Stratford St John... and the
show is an amateur one. The great star
attempts a hasty exit but the amateurs, led by
Derek Jacobi and Imelda Staunton, have other
ideas. Their theatre needs a star to save it
from oblivion and, although the ending is
hardly a surprise, there’s a great deal of fun to
be enjoyed on the way. If you’ve ever had
anything to do with amdram this will strike a
chord. It’s the sort of film the British do
marvellously - funny, engaging, implausible but
believable.

”~
£

“«

:‘_‘ &€

TATIFALARIOUS

The supporting short feature is unusual. It’s an
animation aimed at adults based on a script by
the great French comic actor Jaques Tati.
“The lllusionist’, made in 2010, tells the

funny and touching tale of a stage magician
who falls in love in Edinburgh. A beautiful and
finely crafted delight which has to be seen to
be believed.

Saturday, 28th January - 7.30pm
Tickets (£4.50) are on sale at The Vil-
lage Shop and The Rose & Crown or
you can book online at:
www.feckenodeon.co.uk

THE BOWBROOK GROUP MINISTRY
90 Minute Discussions on Aspects of Pastoral Care
at the INNEY RING at 8.00pm-9.30pm

Tuesday 24t January
Living with Dementia

Tuesday 21st February (Shrove Tuesday)
Living with Dying

L ]
(=
linterior Property Services

Office & Home Refurbishments
Ceilings & Partitions

Carpentry & Joinery

Timber Flooring

Painting & Decorating

Marc Bradle
07759 461406

ips@feckenham.com

Heating Engineer

Gas appliances serviced & repaired:
central heating boilers, gas fires, cookers,
water heaters & warm air heating units.

¥ Landlord Certification
W Commercial boilers serviced & repaired

12

IL/ LPG services

Tel/Fax: 0121 258 2041

Mobile: 07973110138

safe

REQSTER




Village Hall

lan Bellion

RACING SUCCESS

he Village Hall’s Boiler Fund is over

£1,000 better off after an enjoyable
Rocking Race Night on 19th November.
Punters wagered on the out come of 8
mystery races, enjoyed some excellent food
and drink and the evening ended with an
impromptu recreation of a 1950s dance hall.

The Committee is extremely grateful to
those who sponsored races or horses and to
those who helped make this evening such a
success. In particular thanks are due to
members of Feckenham Entertainments
Committee who worked with the Hall on this
event.

COMING SOON

Sunday, |2th February - “How Steeple
Sinderby Wanderers Won the FA Cup” -
New Perspectives Theatre Co in the tale of a
small village that dreams the impossible
dream! (Shindig)

Saturday, 18th February - The Great
Feckenham QUIZ. Hone your thinking
muscles - here’s a chance to test the little
grey cells. Form a team and join in the fun - in
aid of the Village Hall Boiler Fund.

Sunday, 25th March - Spaghetti Swing -
direct form Italy - music, dance and cooking -
Mamma mia! You'll be amazed - and amused!
(Shindig)

EXTRA! EXTRA!

As we go to press the final arrangements
are being put in place for an extra

13

Shindig show for May 23rd. Vamos Theatre
Co were a great success last year with the
hilarious “Nursing Lives”. They'll be
returning with their latest show “Much Ado
About Wenlock” - staged in co-operation
with Cheltenham’s Everyman Theatre and all
about the original Olympics staged in Much
Wenlock... More details soon.

Village Hall

Improvement Fund 2011/12

November Winners

127 Philip & Ann Talbot £25
55  Philip Tricklebank £15
84 Margaret Matthews £10
December Winners

53 Minky Waters £25
100 Nicholas Byng & Louise Chance £15
125 John & Sally Roundell £10

These are the first 2 draws of the 201 1/12 Fund.
Thank you to everyone who has joined this year.
We have 160 members and will have raised over
£1200 for Village Hall funds after paying out the
monthly prizes.



PETER R. YARNOLD | [ [editond, Domestc ~ 4,
CARPENTRY & JOINERY

Quality hand made joinery in

« Curtains & Blinds
= Soft Furnishings - Loose Covers

hardwood or softwood. « Cushion Inserts and Foam
Windows, door, stairs, conservaltories « Fabric Sales
and furniture « Unique Restored pieces of furniture
Meadow Cottage Agmore Lane, for sale
Tardebigge. Bromsgrove. 0dd View Cottage, Foregate Street, Astwood Bank
Tel.1 01527 873552 Tel 01527 893465 8 07929 973776
Mobile: 07717 102604 www.astwoodupholstery.co.uk

CORNELL 8MS

%’?\}; Established Over 40 Years Bray Maintenance Services Limited

dl Chimney Sweep
Your LOCAL Gardening Service
Lawnmowing - Turfing

Clean & Efficient - Brush & Vacuum

Competitive Prices - Cowl Fitting

Garden Clearance - Fencing
High Pressure Surface CGleaning

Graeme Buthn

0121 445 5913 For FREE quoete call Carl Bray

07584 587 6478 01527 453163 or 07970 271653
46 Oxford Road, Moseley, Birmingham B13 ¢ER Formerly Bray Services y Services
Aluminium-&-WoodVentetians 7L

COLOR CODE MOTORS
ACCIDENT & REPAIR SPECIALIST
c““se"“a‘“"!' uor & Smes COLOUR MATCHING 100% GUARANTEED
Roller & Verticals CREQTIVE LOW BAKE OVEN
BLINDS FIBREGLASS & RESORATION WORK

FLEET & COMMERCIAL REPAIRS

Tel: 01527 460103 LEE HALL-ANNISON

Free Home Visits » Free Measurings Free Fitting Unit A, Green Lane, The Slough, Studley, Warks. B80 7EY

T I L L N Td | | TELEPHONE: 01527 854155

he Village
...drop in to sample our deli
fresh local produce on your doorstep

Monday - Friday Sam - épm Saturday Zam - 4pm Sunday 10am - 1pm
Droitwich Road, Feckenham, Redditch, B96 4JE.

Telephone: 01527 894475
e

&
Open Now 7).
Coffee ® Tea ®* Cake °® Fresh Sandwiches Coffee Shop
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NO FIX = NO FEE

B Windows & Office Problems
BHardware & Software issues
B\irys Problems ®Networking solutions
W(pgrades & advice ®Custom built Pcs
SAME DAY RESPONSE

NO CALL OUT CHARGE
01527 576 611 or

Mon-Sun + Sam Gpm
0800 085 2143 'rus o
178a Austin Road, Brom_arove BE0 3NS

L

BpC Crashing - very slow
®nternet Connections

Coot

Climate

Air Conditioning Systems
for your Home, Office or Business
Mr Simon Baker
Tel.: 01527 892823 or 07736 447705

E-mail: simen@cooclclimate.co.uk
\eb: http /iwww.coclclimate.co.uk

Can't thmk what to do with your marden?
et me help!

Claire Ellis

e

% Bsc (Hons): Hotticulture ¥
HND: Carden Design & Management

Complete Gardens
Design & Planting
Maintenance & Rejuvenation
Consultancy

= (07773 101750 or 01527 894745

Lewis Allen
Plumbing & Healing Ltd

. Central Heating / Boiler installations and
servicing

. Power flushing

. Landlord Gas safety Checks

. Bathrooms

L}

L]

Installation of kitchen appliances
MNew build and extension plumbing/
heating

. Leaks and emergency work

Tel: 01527 892398
Mobile: 07817596943

Tony & Dean at

MOT Testing Station
Service & Repair to all makes

Tel: 01527 892483

Landscaping
Jeff Annand Contracting Ltd.

Bloekpaving - Ponds - Patios - Gronndwork
& General Property Maintenance

Free Quotes
References available
Fully Insured

Tel: 07968 668906
or 01527 894745

/\Q
o ofy MAIDS
Maids with Care is a family run
cleaning company for the domestic
and commercial business sectors,

Qur services include:

Regular and one-off cleans = Desp and spring cleans
Maving in and out cleans = Proporty letting
Haoliday covoer « Quen cleaning  Window cleaning
Iruning = Carpet and uphaolstery cleaning
We employ, insure ond CRE check our staff.

To arrange a Farklmg cleanring 01527 401822
¢ mait:info@maidswithcare co.uk
www.maidswithcare.co.uk

Town& Country
Private Hire
Prompt and reliable local
transport to all Airports

Social evenings out, shart or long journeys, transport o
carporate & sporting events, weddings, business travel,
seaports and ralbway stations, hospitals visits, courier and
driver only service.
Current Wychavon takens accepted
Contact Nigel or Linda Perkins on:

01386 793156 / 07910 361707 / 07905 405686

tcexecutiuetra\fel@btlntemet.com




Time Warp

During the building work on their new home Greg and Kate Lowe have uncovered
the old shop sign. If anyone can contribute memories of the Drapers shop it would
be interesting for newer villagers to read about. Contact me 893281, 55 Alcester Road.
Jane White (Photo by Gray Darby)
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Ridgeway widdie school

Ridgeway Middle School’s Autumn Term has
been packed full of events and activities that all
pupils have been engaged in. The Autumn Term
has also seen excellent teaching by the staff and
superb learning by the children in their lessons.
It has been very encouraging to see pupils
engaged in meaningful and challenging activities
during their lessons and pupils clearly making
progress. | look forward to more of the same
in the New Year as we continue to further
develop the already good standards of the
school.

Pupils and their families along with the staff
have shown their generosity in raising
thousands of pounds for charities (Birmingham
Children’s Hospital and Children in Need to
name just two) as well as pupils being involved
in ‘Dress as a character from your favourite
book’ day. The sports teams in each year group
of the school (football and netball in particular)
have had an eventful and successful start to
their respective seasons.

However, the fun isn’t only for the kids! We
have recently restarted Friends of Ridgeway.
We have a committee that are bursting with
ideas that will involve children, parents, adults,
families, well pretty much anyone! Some of the
activities they are currently planning range from
‘race nights, quiz nights, frog racing...yes, frog
racing! along with the activities traditional
associated with schools. The aim is to have fun
and get involved with the school and the local
community. So please watch out for further
news from the ‘Friends of Ridgeway’ and be
part of it.

At the time of writing this, the school is busily
preparing for the Christmas Fayre, Christmas
Disco, Dick Whittington show and a variety of
activities in school as we head for the end of
term.

It is with great anticipation that we look
forward to the New Year and the new
challenges’ that will face us. Before then,
Ridgeway Middle School would like to wish all
of our friends in Astwood Bank and further

afield a_M_erry Christmas and a peaceful and
happy New Year.

Regards

Mike Bennett
Head Teacher

Website Address:
www.ridgeway.worcs.sch.uk

e-mail : office@ridgeway.worcs.sch.uk
Telephone: 01527 892867

Wooden Horses?

Antonia Pulsford

What is 2 Wooden Horse Race Night?

Well, the jockeys don't ride the horses, or even
mind them - they wind them!s Each horse has a
very long piece of string attached to it and at
the other end there is a piece of dowling or
something similar.e At the Off the jockey for
each of the four horses in the race starts madly
winding the string attached to his horse round
the dowling.* The winning horse is the one that
crosses the finishing line first.

This is great fun. You're not guessing the result
of an old race, but betting on people you can
actually see, and possibly know.e Half the
money bet on each race is divided* among the
successful backers, the remainder goes to the
local Conservative Association after paying
expenses.* We make a donation to the RNLI as
the owner of the wooden horses does not
charge us for borrowing them, and of course
there is the hire of the Village Hall etc. Each
winner of a race gets a rosette and a small
prize.

Judging from pervious events we have
organised, the supper, under Minkie Waters'
expert direction, will be delicious.* Children can
be admitted half price, but may not drink
alcohol or bet. Please buy your tickets in
good time, before the end of January, to
help us with catering!

ses sae sae a0 000 o0 see Antonia Pulsford (892268)
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Feckenham W.I. ﬂ

Adrienne Newland

At our Christmas meeting we invited Nick
Houghton to tell us about the work of the
“Where Next Association?”. It is a charity that
trains young people with learning difficulties to
grow garden plants and sell them in the shop
run by the charity. Their main nursery is in
Easmore Road, Redditch. They also have
teams that carry our garden maintenance.
Nick showed us slides of their garden and their
work, and he brought some of their Christmas
plants for us to buy.

January 12th, 7.30pm Back Room Village
Hall. Our first meeting of the year has the
title “Whalebone and Lace”, a talk on corsets
by Rod Quilter. Visitors and new members are
welcome. Our annual lunch is on |8th
February at The Rose & Crown.

Rous Lench & Inkberrow

Royal British Legion inc.

Feckenham Roger Hunt

The branch meets on the first Tuesday of each
month at 8pm at The Wheelbarrow & Castle,
Radford. This is an open meeting, all interested
persons are welcome. The chat is good and the
bar is open.

January there is no meeting but we shall be
meeting at 12.30pm on 3rd for lunch. Usual
venue.

Stock & Bradley
Gardening Club

Rob Cole

THE MEETING on |8th January 2012 will
be our Annual Dinner, this year to be held at
‘The Flyford Arms', Worcester Road, Flyford
Flavel, commencing at 7.00pm for 7.30pm.

Those who have paid their subscription for
2012 will find 2 menu and acceptance form in
the enrolment pack which was handed out
when you paid your subscription. Please make
sure that the form is completed and returned
to Jan Bates no later than 5th January 2012.

THE NEXT MEETING on Ist Feb. will
welcome Robin Pearce of Worlds End
Nurseries who will give a talk on 'Dahlias'.
There has been a resurgence of interest in
Dahlias as garden plants, and Robin has a
particular interest in their history, varieties, and
cultivation. Members at the time will
remember a visit in July 2008 to Robin's
nursery at Hallow, near Worcester, when we
were given an opportunity to look behind the
scenes, and to enjoy his garden.

MAKE A NOTE IN YOUR DIARY NOW !

Please note that the annual subscription
became due in October and can be paid at
any meeting. All club meetings are held on the first
Wednesday of each month at the Village Hall, Bradley
Green starting at 7.30pm, and are free to members
for an annual subscription of £10.00. Visitors are
made very welcome and may attend for £3.00 per
meeting. For further information, ring Jan Bates on
01386 792414 or Rob Cole on 01527 821156.

Tel: 892140

WANTED URGENTLY

for Macmillan...
Good nearly new gents & ladies clothes for our

shop on Unicorn Hill, Redditch.
Contact Shirley Harman for coh’ection/defiuery.Macmlllarl%

cancer relie
\=./
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JW & AJ BARRETT LTD

Craftsmen in Metal
Traditional Blacksmithing
Restoration/repair
Metal work for home & garden
Mobile Welding

www.artmetal.co uk
Tel/Fax 01527 893866
Mobile 07973 517781

Direct Floors.

Need a new carpet, vinyl or wood tloor?
With over 1000 samples brought to your
home, call now for a free no obligation

.‘\!. U, quotation.
-z Tel: 01527 894777
b P o = Mohb: 07968 923456
"u‘;;mw;’* 7 Days a week
R M www. dircct-floors.co.uk

CAR AIR CONIMTIONING SERVICING

AUTOTECH

Moror Vi m( LE SERVICES

m P'- ‘ &P s
I'ur: 01527 892254
I Queen Streel, Astwood Bank
All Cars & Lighl Zommnercial Vobicle Ropairs & Sorviciag
Fre Callie |1 & Dhelivery - Dreakdown & Becovery
Tyre Filbing While [ Wi

TYRES EXHAUSTS BATYERIES TYRES

powbrook Gardeng

linaginative high quality landscaping
Patios & garden walls
Ponds & water leatures
Swimming pool & ponds fibreglassed
Also Pond & PPatio cleaning
Feneing & Hedge cutting
focal, friendly service, references available
Call Glenn - Crowle 01905 380128
Mobile 07792613020

15 Astwood Lane
Feckenham Headless Cross
Worcs, B98 6HG Redditch. B97 5BS

BRAY & WARRING

Established 1966

GENERAL BUILDERS

Tel.: 01527 893480
or 01527 545238

6 Burns Close

Yan L.Bennett

NTER AND DECORATOR
ESTIMATES FREE

1188 Evesham Road
Astwood Bank, Redditch,
Worcestershire. B96 6 DT

% (01527) 893162

‘Purradise’

BOARDING CATTERY &

Earls Common
Himbleton

01905 391648
Jane Moule

) Chapel Chrropody

' Judith Hooker B.A., M.Inst Ch

Professional Footcare
at Church Green Therapy Centre in Redditch

Appointments - 01527 596664

Health Professions Council
Registered Practitioner




BrRAY BrRD

TREE SURGEONS.

TREE SURGERY - HEDGE TRIMMING
LOPPING, PRUNING - STUMP REMOVAL -

TEL: 01527 892828

MoOBILE: O7970 263779
67 WESTONHILL CLOSE, ASTWOOD BANK FULLY INSURED - NPTC CERT.

S.E.DAVIS & SON wum. The Farmshop

Mon-Sat 9am-s5pm
Tel: 892716 & 893343 Sunday toam-4pm
The Tearoom
Broken Slabs, Brick Hardcore, Mon-Sat 10am-4pm
Sand, Gravel, Ashes, Cotswold S eSS S

Stone, Cement, Topsoil, eftc.

Our aim is to provide quality fresh local

LARGE OR SMALL QUANTITIES DELIVERED produce from small independent growers
PLANT HIRE AVAILABLE and producers.

\ We supply | The Cheese Counter |
bwldmg ! it Local Gl Mitured G
materials The Stables Butchery
to help « Friendly Service » Finest Fresh Local Produe

www.thestablesfarmshop.co.uk
transform 01527 804167
your Astwood Lane, Astwood Bank, Redditch,
S, _garden

Worcestershire Bos 6PS

TONATHAN SPROULE& SONS LTD
(MASTER BUILDERS)

20 Years Experience

SPECIALISTS IN
CHARACTER & PERIOD PROPERTIES
HOUSE EXTENSIONS & RENOVATIONS
Mere Green Cottage, Hanbury, Worcs. WR9 7DZ

Tel: 07973 445048 & 07976 826065 Fax: 01527 821452
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