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Hardy Home Grown Bedding Plants

Trees, Shrubs, Roses, Alpines & Perennials
Glazed & Terracotta Pots

Fresh Cut Flowers, Wild Bird Feed

National Garden Gift Vouchers Accepted

Your Local Plant Centre!

Evesham Rd (A441), Cookhill, Alcester, Warks., B49 5JR
=== Tel: 01527 894 111 www.ridgewaynurseries.co.uk
Open Mon-Sat: 9am-5.30pm, Sun: 10am-4.30pm
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Clec:nln - Servm:es

Painter and Decorator | |5z el 1o

We now offer fhe

Interior and Exterior
Work
R

Inkberrow (01386) 792198 = Q1527 542515

Tapcast, AL rllen

OMPUTER SERVICES e MEMORIALS ¢

B Additional Inscriptions
& Renovations

Tapcast is a family business, based in
Inkberrow, with over 20 years
experience, supporting computerI
systems in busine sses and homes

All work is to the Highest Standard

For: (‘.ompl_ners. Laptops, Networking, Broadband, Email,

Upgrades, Repairs, Support and more Burcot Forge, Unit 4, 338 Alcester Road,
Burcot, Nr Bromsgrove B60 1BH

Tel: (01527) 876200 Mobile 07710 976744

web: www.tapcast.couk tel: 01386 792196
email: jane.neal@tapcast.co.uk

As Independent Family Oumned Funeral Diveclors

Thomas Brothers
The Funeral Directors

The only family owned funeral homes in Redditch, Wythall & Alvechurch.
We provide a friendly, dignified service
paying special attention fo detail.

01564 822 001 01527 547777 0121 445 3422
100 Alcesier Road, Birchfield House, R 12A Red Lion Street,
Wrythall. 494 Evesham qu_:pa,d, Redditch. Alvechurch. amraa
B47 5HA B97 5JF B48 7LF -
www.thomasbrothers.couk I
A family concern ]




FEBRUARY Diary e

Tues 4th 12.30am Lunch Club Village Hall,
Back Room
Sun 9th 7.30pm  “The Hungry Village Hall
Heart”
Tues Il1th  7.30pm  Feckenham Forest Feckenham
History Society Village Hall
Wed 12th  10.30am “Drop in” for Parish Church
- noon coffee and a chat
Thurs [3th 7.30pm  Feckenham WI Village Hall
Back Room
Fri 14th 8pm FeckenOdeon2 Village Hall
Back Room
Thurs 20th 7.30pm  Parish Council Village Hall
Meeting
Sat 22nd  7.30pm  FeckenOdeon Village Hall
Wed 26th  10.30am - “Drop in” for Parish Church

noon coffee and a chat

Thurs 27th 7.30pm  Flower Show &

Over 60’s AG.M.

Village Hall

WANTED URGENTLY

for Macmillan...

Good nearly new gents & ladies clothes
for our larger, newly opened shop on
Unicorn Hill, Redditch.
Contact Shirley Harman for
collection/delivery.
Tel:892140

Macmillarclp

cancer relie
—
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The pot holes in Mill Lane in
need of attention, see page 5.
Photo by lan Bellion
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lan Bellion — What’s On
892130 whatson@feckenham.f9.co.uk
Chris Fletcher — Newshound 894568
cefletcher44@gmail.com
Antonia Pulsford — Reviews 892268
Jo Warrilow — Advertising, Mags by
post 892059
Jane White — Letters, Reports etc.

893281  ejw55@hotmail.co.uk

Read Feckenham News
online at
www.feckenham.com
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Church Services PARISH CHURCH
FEBRUARY of ST.JOHN

THE BAPTIST
Priest-in-Charge: Rev Wyn Beynon
Churchwarden: Ann Matthews 01527 892180 Church website: www.feckenhamchurch.org.uk
* » Email: info@feckenhamchurch.org.uk
Parish Office: Telephone: 01905 778181 Email: bowbrookgroup | @gmail.com
Mon. Closed: Tues., Wed. & Thurs. [0am-1pm & 2-5pm: Fri. Closed
at - The Bowbrook Group, The Parish Office, St Andrew’s Street, DROITWICH, WR9 8DY

Readers and Intercessors

Sunday 2nd 11-00am Sung Eucharist

Candlemas Malachi 3 : vs. |-5 Angela Fletcher
Hebrews 2 : vs. 14-end Jane Mcnaughton
Intercessions Tony Mortimer

Sunday 9th 8-00am Holy Communion
Lent-4 Colossians 3 :vs. 12-17 Antonia Pulsford

11-00am Family Service ‘“Continuing the Journey .....

Sunday 196 6-30pm Evensong

Lent-3 Deuteronomy 30 : vs. |5-end Clare Furey
Matthew 5 : vs. 21-37 Tim Powell
Intercessions John Calvert

Sunday 23rd 11-00am Family Communion

Lent-2 Romans 8 : vs. 18-25 David Street
Intercessions Jeff Matthews

X Box Sunday School
Will be held in Church on Sunday 2nd February. All children will be warmly welcomed.

Partners in Prayer
Ecumenical lay led service of prayer for the community, VWednesdays at 9.15am for 30 minutes
in the Parish church. All welcome.

Feckenham Roman Catholic Church
St John Fisher & St. Thomas More

Mass is celebrated every Sunday at 10.15am in the Church
Fr. Anthony Rohan, The Presbytery, Redditch. Tel. 01527 63096
Local contact—Phyllis Mott, Feckenham. Tel. 01527 893898
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Local Policing

Richard Waterhouse

Local Vehicle Crime

It appears that someone is trying doors of
vehicles that are parked overnight. If they are
found to be open they are being searched and
property stolen. Could | remind residents to be
vigilant and to secure vehicles and remove
valuable property from within.

Thank you
Richard

PC 1824 Richard Waterhouse
Local Police Officer

Redditch South West & Rural
Tel. Mob 07771 618654
Tel.101 ext 3817

gth February
at11 am

continuing our explo io

i\

Improvements to

Mill Lane

Appeal for Donations to an improvement fund

Rhys Williams

esidents will have noticed an item in the

Parish Council Report, that the Council is
arranging the repair of the unadopted part of
Mill Lane near the Cricket Club.s We are
pleased to say that considerable progress has
been made.* A formal specification has been
issued and three tenders have been received.
The cost of the repair is going to be in the
region of between 7,500 to £9,500 plus VAT,
and we have already raised a considerable
amount by means of generous donations from
some residents and from County Council funds
at the disposal of ClIr Philip Gretton and the
Traffic Management Group.* There is still a
shortfall and | would be very glad to hear from
other villagers who would like to contribute.
This is an amenity for the whole village, not just
Mill Lane residents and the Cricket Club, as it is
a bridleway much used by walkers as well as
riders, not only by residents but also by visitors.
Please make payment to Feckenham Parish
Council and send or deliver to me - Rhys
Williams, Chairman, Feckenham Parish Council,
| The Square, Feckenham, B96 6HR, as soon as
possible to enable contractors to be instructed.”

Thanking you very glad.
Rhys Williams
Tel: 07812 03 44 55 (+ voicemail)

Email: Grw@grwilliamsandco.com

Village Hall

Improvement Fund 2013/14

January Winners

179 Gemma Lane £25
89 Paul & Gwyn Bradley £15
95 Ivor & Jenny Mason £10 The

February Draw will be held in the Village Hall
at 8.00 pm on Tuesday 4t February 2014


mailto:Grw@grwilliamsandco.com

Village Shop

Jeff Matthews

ew for February, a thank you for regular
Café people, a Loyalty Card

We thought it would be an idea to reward the
regular users of the café with a bonus hot drink.
Come and collect your card and start getting
stamps. Every time you buy a drink, you get a
stamp on your card. Collect six and you

get the 7t drink free. The café continues to be
hugely popular with cyclists, village people and
passing road warriors all who seem to value the
friendly ambience, relaxing surrounding and the
free Wi-Fi.

We have two new recipes to tempt you with,
this month. Tony has collected one for a
warming stew. This one features steak and ale,
culled from someone’s Grandma’s recipe book.
The ingredients are featured in the shop with
the recipe with its magic twist available in store
or via the website www.feckenhamshop.co.uk

The other is for the extraordinary Caperberry,
which we have been invited to try. It may be my
Brummie upbringing but we didn’t have those at
home, so | wasn’t aware of what they were.
Apparently, they are an Olive type fruit, and
make an excellent lemon and chicken supper.
Again, a recipe available in the shop to try
something different for tea (or supper, if you'd
rather...).

Feckenham Flower Show &

Over 60’s Party Fund
Rob Cole

AGM

Thursday 27th February 2014

The 2014 AGM is to be held in the Back Room
of the Village Hall at 7.30pm on Thursday 27th

February 2014, and the meeting will be open to
everyone as usual.

The existing Committee have all been involved
for many years and are deserving of retirement,
and for the tradition to continue, new
Committee members are needed. Anyone who
would be willing to join the Committee is
invited to have a chat with Rob Cole (Secretary)
on 01527 821156, or with Angela Fletcher
(Treasurer) on 01527 893231, or to come to
the meeting.

Events already confirmed for 2014

You may wish to make a note of the following
events coming up this year :-

Sat. 12th April
Sat |3th September

Spring Flower Show
Autumn Flower Show
Sat. 6th December Over 60's Christmas Party

It would be a considerable loss to the village if
these events became a thing of the past, so do
please consider volunteering as a new
Committee member.

Shop

Monday - Friday 8am - épm

Open Now

Coffee ®* Tea ®* Cake * Fresh Sandwiches

Saturday Fam - 4pm
Droitwich Road, Feckenham, Reddilch, B%4 4JE.

...drop in to sample our deli

fresh local produce on your doorstep

Sunday 10am - 1pm

Telephone: 01527 894475

J
Q:?»_“‘»
Eﬁee Shop
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Peter Horsley’s

En SWEET CHRISTMAS THOUGHTS.

How soon it comes round again
We're packed and off down the lane
For Christmas at Chestnut Farm
Surely no cause for alarm.

Warm home well decorated
Comfort much appreciated. Around
the tree, presents stacked Ambience
perfect. Nothing lacked.

But unknown bathroom problems lurked |
didn’t know how the shower worked.
Then shelves of bright bottles confused
Which product did | need, | mused.

Going bald | did not need VEET

Slow hair growth I'm trying to beat.
ST.MORIZ instant tanning mousse
Proclaimed long lasting bronzing juice.

Was this a boon to older men

To use anti-ageing Q 10.

VOS5 extreem style appealed

Wayward hair, to the comb, might yield

Could L’OREAL PARIS facial wash
Transform my skin with one good splosh
Of Salicylic Acid’s balm

Or would plain water do no harm.

SIMPLE might provide the answer

With multi vitamin enhancer.

My legs then might need attention

JOLEN CREME BLEACH deserves a men-
tion.

SALLY HANSON medium glow
Might well impart tomo medio But
where to apply it, | ask

What imperfections will it mask.

Decisions, decisions ‘quell problem *

| couldn’t make out which to use of them
How | wished for a block of soap Hanging
from the tap on a piece of rope.

_@ SC 48 High Street
- Feckenham
CI' B96 6HS
01527 892188
A traditional freehouse village pub

with Food - owned and run by the
Clarke family

Proper Pub Food at Proper Prices
Quality meat from the Old Yarr Estate
Real Ales & Ciders
4 Real Ales always available
We're in the GOOD BEER GUIDE
Full Menu available daily
Lunch & Evenings (except Sunday evening)
The Rose Room
Can be booked for your functions & celebrations

WHAT’S ON AT THE ROSE & CROWN
VALENTINES NIGHT on 14th February
Special Menu - 3 courses for £16.95
including a glass of bubbly
or why not make a night of it with our
FeckenOdeon Meal & Movie deal?
£15 for 2 courses - includes a ticket for “The
Sapphires”. Meal from 6pm, Movie at 8pm

www.roseandcrownfeckenham.co.uk

the linca clinic
——_

Cosmetic and Laser Specialists
Call for Friendly Advice
Barbourne Health Centre

44 Droitwich Road, Worcester. WR3 7LH

01905 26918 -www.lineaclinic.co.uk

CORNELL

Estalglished Over 40 Years
Chimney Sweep

Clean & Efficient - Brush & Vacuum

Competitive Prices - Cowl Fitting

Graeme Butlin
OI21 445 5913
0754 5§87 6475
46 Oxford Road, Moseley, Birmingham B13 9ER




Thought for the

month Wyn Beynon

Dear Friends,

| found myself having a Turkish Bath in Turkey.
It wasn’t one of those great life experiences I'd
been planning on, but when the opportunity
presented itself | was pleased to give it a go. |
discovered | have tickly soles and a knots in my
calves. But the most interesting thing was that |
kept folding my arms across my chest. And |
know what that means. It’s a
defensive/aggressive position. It's something you
do when you feel under threat or feel the need
to assert yourself. “Well,” we say, folding our
arms and looking stern, “well, we'll soon see
about that”. Folding the arms is both defensive
and aggressive. We're ready for a fight. We
may feel uncomfortable and defensive, or we
may feel annoyed and want to assert that we
wish things to change. But behind the posture
of arm folding is a something else. A
subconscious feeling of being at a disadvantage,
of not being in control. Being subjected to all
that massage and the hot and cold bowls of
water was very much like not being in control!

We all want be in control. Most polite
behaviour is designed to ensure that we deal
with each other in a way that respects other
people’s space and right be in control. Things
go wrong when we trespass across the
boundaries and things get difficult when we feel
our control is being eroded. That’s all fair
enough. But. We spent a great deal of energy,
subconsciously though it may be, in maintaining
our boundaries and trying to stay in control
because deep down we are afraid of the letting
down our guard. We don’t know what will
happen next so we keep our arms folded -
either really or metaphorically.

Sometimes that’s a very sensible thing. When
crossing the road or using a power tool we
need to be in defensive mode. But mostly, with
each other, we don’t. But just try letting your
guard down with other people! Sometimes it’s

obvious that they are very unnerved by
openness, and even offended. Yet at other
times a whole new and deeper relationship
emerges and the risk is worth unfolding our
arms. | guess that’s why Jesus both attracted
and repelled people. | don’t think he ever
folded his arms!

best wishes, Wyn

From the

Church Warden

Downing Street has announced that the
next Bishop of Dudley will be Revd
Canon Graham Usher. Graham, 43, spent his
early years in Ghana and was educated in
Yorkshire before going to Edinburgh
University to study ecology. A degree in
Theology from Cambridge was gained whilst
he studied for ordination. After his ordination
he worked in Middlesborough, was a chaplain
at a remand centre and part time producer
with BBC Radio. Since 2004 he has been
Rector and Lecturer of Hexham.

Graham is married to Rachel a GP and they
have two children, Chad |3 and Olivia | I.
Graham will be ordained Bishop in St Paul’s
cathedral on 25t March and a service of

welcome will be held in Dudley on May 3rd.

fhat's On this.7 srocx & BRADLEY

5th  Breakaway
Estate Changes at Ragley.
Talk by Jon Parker

13.30 am - Bradley Village Hall

Gardening Club
Alpines - talk by Vic Asland

Walking Club

Meet at Bradley Green Church
at 10 am

12th & 26th
Drop In

Drop in for a Coffee and a Chat
10 am -12noon

For more information see

STOCK & BRADLEY CHRONICLE

5th

5th




From the Rural Dean
Sheila Banyard

Kingdom People - growing and
resourcing healthy churches

During 2014 we are going to use the deanery
synod meetings to explore some of the new
diocesan ‘Signs of the Kingdom’ material. We
had a great introduction to it from the
Archdeacon of Worcester in October and we
are planning three meetings for 2014 to look at
themes we believe will be of help to all parishes.
Two dates are already arranged (both at
7.30pm):

Tuesday 25th February at Ombersley
church — ‘Grasping the financial nettle.’

The speakers will be Robert Higham, Diocesan
Secretary, and Chris Worsley, Kingdom People
Development Officer.

Monday 16th June, venue tbc — ‘Viable,
sustainable and thriving churches.’

The speakers will be John Preston, C of E
National Stewardship and Resources Officer,
and Andrew Mottram, Diocesan Heritage
Buildings and Community Development
Officer.

The autumn meeting will focus on
encouraging and developing the ministry of
volunteers and on supporting parish officers.
Do put these dates in your diary and look out
for more information. As always, these evenings
are open to everyone, not just synod
representatives.

Exploring faith group

Are you interested in learning more about the
Christian faith, with a view to perhaps being
baptised and/or confirmed? Do you know
anyone from your church who might like to join
such a group? We are planning a deanery group
for adults (16s and over) which will start during
the Spring. Joining does not commit you to any
particular course of action at the end — it is
genuinely an opportunity to enquire, explore
and learn in the company of others. Please let
me know if you would like more information as

it becomes available.

9

Lent quiet day - 7th April
Lent might seem a distant prospect, but it’s not

too soon to put a date in your diary. On
Monday 7t April there will be a deanery day at
Holland House, Cropthorne, that you might like
to use as part of your keeping of Lent and as
preparation for Holy Week and Easter. There
will be talks based on the story of Elijah and
some quiet time for personal reflection in
between, all set in the context of the Eucharist.
It’s open to anyone in the deanery and runs
from [0am to 4pm. The cost is £15 per person
and includes lunch (which, like coffee time, will
not be quiet!) Bursaries are available — please
contact me. The day will be led by Canon David
Rogers and David is offering a day like this as a
gift to every deanery in the diocese during 2014.
What a wonderful idea. Contact me to book a
place and please encourage others to come with
you.

For more information contact me on 01905
773134 or at sk.banyard@yvirgin.net.
Sheila Banyard

Heating Engineer

Gas appliances serviced & repaired:
central heating boilers, gas fires, cookers,
water heaters & warm air heating units.

_W Landlord Certification
Commercial boilers serviced & repaired
LPG services

Tel/Fax: 0121 258 2041

Mobile: 07973110138

safe

RBGISTER

DOGGY PADDLE

Canine Hydrotherapy

" Earls Common
WR9 7LB

01905 391501

www.doggypaddle.net
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WHAT’S ON IN FECKENHAM

Ag’g\ Stock & Bradley GARDENING CLUB _[ e FECKEN H AM WI
<O ALPINE h WI
- Wednesday, 5ih February - 7.30pm THURSDAY, 13th FEBRUARY - 7.30pm
Bradley Village Hall BHUTHEH w".u AM
Fi ecke nham Readers Group AND THE LIFE OF A 12TH CENTURY
A Hedvesdag, 5th February - 745 ,,MF",'E,},EE'LG,',ME!‘;‘M
¥ ' This month's hook.
= et llr-:l: ﬁ‘,ﬂﬁ; f"r“mff S Feckenham and Astwood Bank Conservatives
Feckenham Forest Hislory Sociely Ulz NIGHT
LOCAL FARMHOUSES Saturday 1st March at 7p.m.
& THEIR HISTORY Feckenham Village Hall
e ;gg‘yb\i i %‘;ﬁfﬂgr(;’f‘m;glggm Ticketf £10 to include a Iigl!t supper with puds
Feckenham Village Hall in advance from Antonia on 892268
www.feckenham-forest-history-society.org.uk Pi}' Bar PRIZES Raffle

FEt:kEnharn Vintage Han S'ﬁ‘ﬁ‘{':f
Cat Weatf)eﬂﬂ in

The HUNGRY
Heart

& k m.:ujlul[ Pufm mer”

Seductive 5[07’7&?“
/mm I m/v

Fackenham Villagz H

Eundau Ath Fehruaru -T. 3|]|lm % "‘”“W"“ﬁ
Tickets E10 From The Village Shop and The Rnse & Crown.
Phone 0344 3700 837 Book Online at www.tick

worcestershire:




WHAT'’S ON IN FECKENHAM
FeckenOdeon 2

he Cinema |n the Back Room

' Y
A FEELGOOD COME!
| FOR VALENTINE'S NIGHT
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The FeckenOdeon
Cinema ociety

)
AUSSIE BLUES BEATERS

You’ll have heard of The Supremes but
probably not heard of The Sapphires -

and yet they were as famous and as loved... in
their own areas.

This lively and good humoured film tells the
story of a group of ladies who had to fight that
bit harder to kick start their career. They
started with a major disadvantage - being
brought up in an Aboriginal reserve in 1960s
Australia wasn’t exactly a passport to success.
But succeed they did with the help of an
Irishman who spotted them and took them to
the top - and to Vietnam. It’s a gutsy, funny and
moving tale based on truth - The Sapphires
did exist and their music was great! Find out
how great on Valentine’s Night, Friday, 14th
February, 8pm FeckenOdeon 2.

r i

THE KEY TO PARADISE... FOR SOME

hen the boss borrows the key to Bud

Baxter’s apartment for a very private
meeting it’s not a big deal.... but then everybody
has the same idea and things get out of hand.
Soon Bud is reduced to sleeping on park
benches as the world and everybody else’s
wives check in and out. Thankfully Bud falls in
love with a lift attendant and... well, nothing is
ever as simple as that in a Billy Wilder film. Jack
Lemmon and Shirley Maclaine star in the multi-
Oscar winning “The Apartment”. It’s a true
comedy classic with sharp dialogue and a true
sense of farce. Showing at 7.30pm on
Saturday, 22nd February.

Tickets for these shows are on sale at The Village
Shop and The Rose & Crown. Book by phone on
0844 8700 887 or online at
www.feckenodeon.co.uk

Village Hall

lan Bellion

|-

INTERNATIONAL SENSATION

etting in from Peru just 2 days before

appearing in Feckenham is internationally
renowned raconteuse (storyteller) Cat
Weatherill. Cat is
undisputedly the creme
de la creme when it
comes to spinning a
yarn - she’ll hold you
spellbound, believing
every word and
wrapped up in a world
she creates in your mind.
It’s no use resisting - on Sunday, February
9th at 7.30pm she’ll spirit you away to the
warm heart of Italy as she reveals “The
Hungry Heart” - a collection of seductive
stories guaranteed to transport you away from
a cold Sunday evening in February......
This show is filled with tantalising tales and
glorious singing... sensazionale!! Love, lust,
adultery, murder - Italian folk tales are as full
bodied as their wine! So fill your glass, relax,
and fly away with Cat to the the most romantic
country in the world. We’'ll even offer you a
bowl of pasta so leave some room after your
Sunday tea.
Still to come in the Shindig season:
6th April - Shooting the Moon
Strangeface Theatre Company with the story of
Georges Melies - fantasy and magic aplenty.
Tickets (£10) for all shows are on sale at The
Village Shop and The Rose & Crown - you can book
online at www.ticketsource.co.uk/feckenham or by
phone on 0844 8700 887
COMING SOON: Returning to Feckenham is
the rootsy, rocky, folky band WHALEBONE.
This time they’re joined by American
singer/songwriter Kelley Mcrae. Tickets at
£10 are on sale now.

12
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Square Management
Committee

MERRY EXPLODING STAR

y the time you read this Christmas will be

but a fading memory... but hopefully you
will retain some recollection of the events on
The Square on Christmas Eve. Record
numbers of you turned out on a damp evening
to enjoy gallons of mulled wine and tons of
mince pies. Walter Richards, former Treasurer
of The Square Management Committee, had
the ceremonial duty of switching on the
Christmas Tree lights and, after some words
of festive wisdom, he started the countdown.
At “zero” the tree lights twinkled into life...
and a great star rose in the West (from the
football pitch to be exact) and exploded with
great force and much glitter right above the
heads of the multitude. Once order had been
restored and pacemakers restarted, the carol
singing started. Despite the sterling efforts of
choirmaster Steve Dalloway and his
Dallowettes the enthusiasm of the merry
throng ran away with itself and, at one point,
there appeared to be three separate choirs all
singing at different tempi. It mattered not a jot
and a good noisy time was had by all.
Christmas 2013 had been well and truly
welcomed to Feckenham!

GREAT GIFTS

Il of this was provided free by The Square

Management Committee as their way of
thanking villagers for their support throughout
the year. However, there was a collection in
aid of the County Air Ambulance Service and
this year the loose change in the bucket
amounted to an astonishing £561.30. It’s
certainly a record and the Committee would
like to thank all of you for being so generous.

Thanks are also due to Barbara Masters,
Margaret Matthews, Mona Hickman, Rob
Southwell, Richard Dormer and Judy

13

Underwood for pitching in. Phil Tricklebank
generously provided the spectacular rocket.

The Committee is lan Ridley, Barry Hamilton,
lan Bellion, Judy Hooker, Peter Masters, Tim
Smith, Rhys Williams and Dawn Southwell.

The Children’s
Society

Jo Warrilow

21 years of Coffee Mornings

During our annual “Coffee Morning” held on
Saturday 19th October 2013 | was asked “How
many coffee mornings have there been and how
much have they raised over the years?”

To answer these questions

The first “Coffee Morning” was held on
Wednesday 6th October 1993, making 19th
Octber 2013 the 21st “Coffee Morning”.

They were originally held on Wednesdays and
this arrangement continued until 1999 when for
convenience the day was changed to Saturday.
This produced more people and a steady
increase in proceeds.

Twenty one “Coffee Mornings” have raised a
grand total of £10,072.39. Please note this
figure does NOT include money collected from
house boxes.

This is a staggering amount and due entirely to
the generosity of the people of Feckenham who
never fail.

On behalf of the Children’s Society a huge
“Thank You” to everyone involved - helpers
supporters alike and to repeat Susan Price’s
words again “please keep going, they need you”.

See you in October 20[4!

ED. Congratulations to Jo for her 21 years, and
counting, of energy and enthusiasm she puts into
supporting this charity. Well done.



bout 30 hardy villagers

ventured out on a not
very encouraging Boxing Day
afternoon to tackle the
annual yomp across the fields
devised by Angela and
Richard Fletcher. The
weather improved and the
sun appeared in time for a
tea break in Love Lyne at the
home of Janie Anderson.
Liquid refreshments were
served by Judy Hooker and
the chocolate biscuits
generously provided by Janie
defeated any thoughts of
fighting the Christmas flab.
Most walkers returned to
the village by nightfall
invigorated and thoroughly
deserving their
Boxing Night suppers.

The 2014 walk will be the
40th and it is hoped that
there'll be an enormous turn
out to mark the anniversary.

lan Bellion

Able Maintenance

General Handyman
Painter & Decorator

External and Internal

Phone Bill On
01527 550172 or 07795 556685

Free Quotes - Public Liabilify - Reliable

PETER R. YARNOLD

CARPENTRY & JOINERY
Quality hand made joinery in
hardwood or softwood.
Windows, door, stairs, conservatories

and furniture
Meadow Cottage, Agmore Lane,
Tardebigge, Bromsgrove.
Tel.: 01527 873552
Mobile: 07717 102604

THE IRONING CENTRE
4 16 Feckenham Road

Astwood Bank
ext to the old Coach House pub)

IRONING
LAUNDERING
DRY CLEANING
REPAIRS & ALTERATIONS
SHOE REPAIRS
COLLECTION & DELIVERY

01527 894040

14




HARDWOOD

LOGS

FOR SALE
NO DELIVERY CHARGE

TREE TOPPING
HEDGE CUTTING
GARDEN CLEARANCE
Telephone anytime:

01905 620934

(ool

Climate

Air Conditioning Systems
for your Home, Office or Business
Mr Simon Baker

Tel.: 01527 892823 or 07736 447705

E-mail: simon@coolclimate.co.uk
Web: http://www.coolclimate.co.uk

Can’t think what to do with your garden?
Let me help! @&
< o
\ © Claire Ellis 1/
Complete Gardens

Design & Planting
Maintenance & Rejuvenation
Consultancy
7 07773 101750 or 01527 894745

Lewis Allen
Plumbing & Heating Ltd

. Central Heating / Boiler installations and
servicing

Power flushing

Landlord Gas safety Checks il

Bathrooms Feszs

Installation of kitchen appliances

New build and extension plumbing/

heating

Leaks and emergency work

Tel: 01527 892398
Mobile: 07817596943

Tony & Dean at
FECKENHAN

GARAGE

MOT Testing Station

Landscaping
Jeff Annand Contracting Ltd.

Blockpaving - Ponds - Patios - Groundwork
& General Property Maintenance

Free Quotes
References available
Fully Insured

Tel: 07968 668906
or 01527 894745

Service & Repair to all makes

]
cleaning company for the domestic
Moving in and out cleans » Property letting

]
@ % MAIDS
and commercial business sectors.
Our services include:
Holiday cover » Oven cleaning » Window cleaning
Ironing = Carpet and upholstery cleaning
We employ, insure and CRB check our staff.
To arrange a sparkling clean ring 01527 401822

e-mail:info@ maidswithcare.co.uk
www.maidswithcare.co.uk

As Time Goes By

YOUR LOCAL FAMILY RUN
MEMORIAL SUPPLIER

Head Stones, Cremation Tablets, _
Additional Inscriptions and
Renovation Work

Please call 01527 550505

To arrange a home visit or to find out our
opening times

Unit 5, Dunlop Road, Hunt End Industrial Estate
Redditch B97 5XP

“MEMORIALS THAT REFLECT A LIFETIME”
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Feckenham C. of E.
First School

Sharon Simpson

he children and staff of Feckenham Cof E

Primary School enjoyed a very busy end of
term with their various Christmas trips, nativity
plays and a carol service held in church.

The Christmas Fayre on November 30th was
very well attended and raised an excellent sum
of £1635.00 with all proceeds going to the
school. Well done to all those who helped and
supported the event.

The community group within school also began
work on fundraising initiatives for the school of
Hope & Kindness in Kenya. This was kick
started by a Fish & Chip lunch in school on
December | Ith organised by Mrs Wendy Bayliss
with all proceeds to the charity.

We have also firmly re-established
communications with Terry & Judi Mott at Hope
& Kindness to find out what has been achieved
there since September and most importantly
what their future aims/needs are in a bid to help
them realise their goals with the help of
fundraising within school and perhaps the local
community.

On December 8th Judi wrote; “Having now had
the best part of a full term working out here with the
teachers and spending the last two weeks doing
some extra holiday English tuition for some of our
weaker pupils in lower school, ’'m more in tune than
ever with just how big the challenge is for any of

29

these children to ‘make it’.

Judi told us that the school now has the potentia
to facilitate up to 360 children in the primary &
high schools and currently has 200 children on
roll with a further 25 children joining in January
2014. She highlighted one fundraising option that
the children/community might be interested in
which is to connect with one particular child to
be a child’s sponsor and pay for them to come tg
school for the year (it costs approximately £180
a year to feed and educate each child at the
school).

Judi explained the monthly challenge to provide

uniforms and porridge for breakfast and cooked
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lunches for the children highlighting the fact that
hungry children struggle to stay awake let alone
learn.

The children face daily challenges getting to and
from school due to the stony and rocky land.
Heavy rainfall has gouged out the rocks further
making walking in the inadequate footwear that
the children wear treacherous. Proper school
shoes are expensive and difficult to obtain in
the correct size but there is a kind of thick
plastic/rubber moulded slip on sandal called
‘floaters’ available at a cost of £3.00 which
would be extremely beneficial to the children.

Judi related the plight of a beautiful bright
young girl called Alidet. Her father died two
years ago and her mother is HIV positive and
living in a roughly built mud hut with a tin sheet
roof measuring approximately 10 by 5 feet.
Recently her mother became very ill and was
diagnosed with malaria, typhoid and TB and
without doubt if the school had not controlled
her admission and transport to hospital where
one week’s in patient treatment costs £30.00,
Alidet and her three siblings would now be
what is called ‘total’ orphans.

Judi goes on to explain how funding for a
laminator/visual aids would be particularly
helpful due to the constant challenge of dust or
mud within the school.

Judi ends her email by saying;

“Some days this seems to be such a crazy thing
to even be attempting and yet it feels so much
the right thing to be doing. | guess we just have
to keep trusting that the God we believe sent
us here, who has brought us ‘thus far’ will not
abandon us now!”

“Rightly or wrongly through Hope & Kindness we
are trying to right the wrongs of the past and give
these children the chance of a childhood now and a
better future for themselves and their families. On
their behalf, we send very grateful thanks and our
very best wishes to everyone in Feckenham.”

Anyone interested in helping with fundraising
or making a donation to the School of Hope
Kindness please contact Judi & Terry Mott
terry@hopeandkindness.org

From all of the children and staff and governors
of Feckenham CofE First School, we wish you
all a very Happy New Year!


mailto:terry@hopeandkindness.org

Parish Council
Sean Arble

Chairman R Williams: 07812 034 455
ClIr E Atkins: 01527 542 063
Cllr K White: 01527 458 395
ClIr P Eaton: 01527 894 272

Cllr F Hawker: 01527 894 |71
Clir L Jordan: 01527 893 074
CllIr A Slade: 07860 240 331

Future Meeting Dates: 7.30pm - 20 Feb, 17
April, 15 May, 17 July, 18 Sept, 20 Nov & 18 Deq

There is also the possibility of a June meeting.

The Parish Council met on 19 December in the
back room of the Village Hall. Numerous matters
were discussed and progressed, including the
following.

With regard to the intended upgrading of the
surface of Mill Lane adjacent to the cricket club, 3
group has been formed to progress this further,
and tenders for the work have been received.

been made not to oppose further the planned
development at Webheath. Whilst the timing
of any building is unknown, it appears that this
will now go ahead.

As you will know the Parish Council makes
occasional small donations to support local
groups and good causes. This month we made
a modest donation to the football club
towards the provision of low level toilets for
junior team members. If you have a local
initiative and would like to apply for a grant,
we would like to hear from you.

Minutes of Council meetings are posted on
the Feckenham website once they have been
approved at the following meeting.
www.feckenham.com.

Finally, the Clerk would like to thank Tim
Smith for his much appreciated work on
updating the Parish Council section of the
Feckenham website. | encourage all
parishioners to peruse the site and make
suggestions as to how it can be improved.

Despite extensive efforts it has not been possible
thus far to establish ownership of the piece of
road in question. If you own it, or can shed light
on who may own it, or indeed have any
comments on the project, please do get in touch
We are not looking to the owners for a
contribution (though all contributions gratefully
received!) but we do want to be sure we are
acting properly.

The recent rain brought to mind the flooding we
used to see in the village. We have been offered

Bray Maintenance Services Limited
Your LOCAL Gardening Service

Lawnmowing - Turfing
Garden Clearance - Fencing
High Pressure Surface Cleaning

For FREE quote call Carl Bray
01527 453163 or 07970 271653
Formerlyr'_ xSerVIces

Floodsax, a modern product to be used like
sandbags, but much lighter when dry so easier to
move around. If you would like to read about
them, http://www.floodsax.co.uk/. If you would
like to see one, our Chairman has some samples,
and if you wish to order some, they are free to
you and we can arrange delivery to your house.
Please make contact.

Our Borough Councillor reported to us on the
numerous matters he has taken up with the
Borough Council officers on our behalf. One
matter he reported to us was that a decision has
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BRZ_< 4
COLOR CODE MOTORS

ACCIDENT & REPAIR SPECIALIST
COLOUR MATCHING 100% GUARANTEED
LOW BAKE QVEN

FIBREGLASS & RESORATION WORK
FLEET & COMMERCIAL REPAIRS

LEE HALL-ANNISON

UnitA, Green Lane, The Slough, Studley, Warks. B8O 7EY

TELEPHONE: 01527 854155



http://www.floodsax.co.uk
http://www.floodsax.co.uk
http://www.feckenham.com
http://www.feckenham.com

Feckenham W.I.
Gay Bligh

theWl

INSPIRING WOMEN

Thursday 13 February 2014 at 7.30pm -

‘Brother William and the Life of a 12th Century
Cistercian Monk’

Please note that annual subscriptions (£34.70)
are now due.

All meetings are held on the second Thursday
of the month at 7.30pm in the back room of
Feckenham village hall. Visitors are welcomed to
join us for any meeting at a cost of £3.50 per
visit. If you require further information please
contact Jane White 01527 893281 or Gay Bligh
on 01527 893321.

Feckenham Parish Church

Allotments

and Conservation Society

We have small allotment plots
vacant and would welcome new
members who have an interest in
gardening. For more information
please contact Jacqui Barrett -
Meade on 07826842144,

BRUSH CUTTER FOR CLEARING UNDERGROWTH
REDDIFAST
SIORUUND L LEARER
Innovative technology and a robust build
helps effectively overcome overgrown land.

TO ORDER CALL
; . 01384 636 663

5

4 Safely cut through nettles, | ]
| brambles, gorse, reeds, |
“ blackthorn & bracken. ER

www.reddifast-groundclearer.o.uk
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Stock & Bradley
Gardening Club

Rob Cole

THE NEXT CLUB MEETING -
Wednesday 5th February 2014 - is a talk by
Vic Aspland entitled 'Alpines', in which he will
show the wide range of small plants which can
easily be grown in a small garden situation. Vic
is a founder member of the Cyclamen Society
and writes regularly for the Alpine Garden
Society's quarterly journal.

The theme for the monthly competition is
'Coloured Stems'. To take part, just bring along
an exhibit for judging by the speaker. Every
entry will win a point, and Ist, 2nd, and 3rd will
be awarded additional points. The member with
the most number of points in the year will be
awarded a prize of a year's subscription to the
Gardening Club, at the next AGM in October
2014.

The following meeting - Wednesday 5th
March 2014 - is a talk entitled 'Vegetable
Growing in the Small Garden' by Richard
Baldwin who is a lecturer at Pershore College.

MAKE A NOTE IN YOUR DIARY NOW !

Club meetings are held on the first Wednesday of
each month at the Village Hall, Church Road,
Bradley Green starting at 7.30pm, and are free to
members for an annual subscription of £10.00.
Visitors are made very welcome and may attend for
£3.00 per meeting. If you require any further
information, ring Dinny Pynsent (Secretary) on
01527 821355 or Rob Cole (Chairman) on 01527
821156.

Rous Lench & Inkberrow

Royal British Legion inc.

Feckenham Roger Hunt

The branch meets on the first Tuesday of each
month at 8pm at The Wheelbarrow & Castle,
Radford. This is an open meeting, all interested
persons are welcome. The chat is good and the
bar is open.



JW & AJBARRETT LTD

Craftsmen in Metal
Traditional Blacksmithing
Restoration/repair
Metal work for home & garden
Mobile Welding

www.artmetal.co uk
Tel/lFax 01527 893866
Mobile 07973 517781

Direct Floors,

Need a new carpet, vinyl or wood floor?
With over 1000 samples brought to your
home, call now for a free no obligation

¢ Gwlo quotation.
¢ &z Tel: 01527 894777
; '~ 4. = Mob: 07968 023456
=

wmwmm‘%{\ 7 Days a week
£R cu®
www.direct-floors.co.uk

AR ATR CONDITIONING SERVICING

rgy 4\ N A
AUTOTECH
Motor Vehicle Serv:ces MOT Centre
TEL: 01527 892254
1 Queen Street Astwood Bank
All Car & Light Vehicle Repairs & Servicing

Free Collection & Delivery - Breakdown & Recovery
Tyre Fitting While U Wait

TYRES EXHAUSTS BATTERIES TYRES

aovﬂ)l‘OOk Gal'dene

Imaginative high quality landscaping

Patios & garden walls

Ponds & water features
Swimming pool & ponds fibreglassed

Also Pond & Patio cleaning
Fencing & Hedge cutting
Local, friendly service, references available
Call Glenn - Crowle 01905 380128
Mobile 07792613020

15 Astwood Lane 6 Burns Close

Feckenham Headless Cross
Worcs. B98 6HG Redditch. B97 5BS

BRAY & WARRING

Established 1966

GENERAL BUILDERS

Tel.: 01527 893480
or 01527 545238

Bennett Decoration

Painting & Decorating
Interior & Exterior

' " First Class Work

- Tel: 01527 893162
Mob: 0797 3627269
Free Estimates

‘Purradise’

BOARDING CATTERY £SNIY
Earls Common ‘
Himbleton

01905 391648
Jane Moule

Town& Country
Private Hire & Driving Services
Prompt and reliable

local transport to all Airports
Social travel, short or long journeys, transport to corporate &
sporting events, wedding car available, business travel,
seaports and rail stations.
Driver only service - Fully Licensed and CRB checked Drivers

Chauffeur vehicle available
01386 550647 / 07910 361707 / 07905 406686
e-mail: info@tcexecutivetravel.co.uk
Website: www.tcexecutivetravel.co.uk
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TREE SURGEONS \hY

TREE SURGERY - HEDGE TRIMMING
LOPPING, PRUNING - STUMP REMOVAL

1EL: Q1547 892828

MoBILE: O7970 263779
67 WESTONHILL CLOSE, ASTWOOD BANK

S.E.DAVIS & SON vm. HE
Tel: 892716 & 893343 STABLES

FARM SHOP & CAFE

Broken Slabs, Brick Hardcore,
Sand, Gravel, Ashes, Cotswold q{!g
Stone, Cement, Topsoil, etc.

For the freshest & fivest food frow your loeal -

LARGE OR SMALL QUANTITIES DELIVERED

PLANT HIRE AVAILABLE area visit The Stables Faru Shop mmf Cafe...
» Beef and lamb from » Delicious homemade
) We Supply the fields surrounding food cooked from
r i P bu.ﬂding the shop scratch
[ r : + Frash fruit and veg « New Farm Park with
ﬂ’ = materfals frem local farmers tractor trailer rides and
» « Lots of tasty handmade ~ @nimal encounters
» ‘ y
:1 to help foodie gifts and treats

s

transform
your
garden

Open Mon-Sat: 9am-5pm | Sun & Bank Hols: 10am-4pm

The Stables Farm Shop & Cafe | Astwood Bank Lane
Astwood Bank | B96 6PS | Tel: 01527 894 167

T

lototo- thestablestarashop.co.uk

J ONATHAN SPROULE & SON S LTD

(MASTER BUILDERS) s
20 Years Experience ﬂ i
SPECIALISTS IN aE et et
oy, CHARACTER & PERIOD PROPERTIES ﬂﬂl}[.l& -

HOUSE EXTENSIONS & RENOVATIONS
Mere Green Cottage, Hanbury, Worcs. WR9 7DZ

Tel: 07973 445048 & 07976 826065 Fax: 01527 821452
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