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Editor’s Note

Fellow Villagers,

lan Bellion is going to
be the guest editor of
the magazine for the
next two months and
I should be back for
the May edition,
reinvigorated.

| hope that, on my return, the threat of
more battery storage will have abated
somewhat and that Spring will have truly
sprung. Meantime | see snowdrops coming
into flower and many other bulbs pushing
through. Don’t miss the Spring Jazz event on
1st March.

Pete, who writes about his allotment has
been too busy to write for a couple of
months. He should be back next month. |
see that he has started digging over his beds
already.

Welcome to Neil Evans who has taken over
from Bob Gordon as chair of the Cricket
Club and will be sending in the Cricket Club
report from now.

It’s very pleasing to see the results of our
charity support over the Christmas period.
We helped The Trussell Trust by way of the
village Christmas Card and Air Ambulance
from the Carols on the Square. People have
been very generous.

Look out for dates for the Flower Festival
and get your gardens ready! | see that the
WI will be catering for the event and are
looking for donations from non-members. |,
for one, will be getting my apron on and
baking - one of my favourite hobbies.

FABSSS News Update

(Feckenham Against Battery
Storage Systems and Solar)

Many thanks to all those who have submitted
objections to the Redditch planning
department (Paul Lester) to the Immersa
BESS scheme. At the last count there were
157 objections in total (including some
repetitions) but there can never be enough,
so if anyone who has not yet done so, please
do send in an objection. If you do not have
the help info we circulated, you can find all
the details you need on our website -
fabsss.co.uk This scheme is the one currently
being considered by the planners at
Redditch, so it is vital that we have their
attention and that they know how we feel
about it.

By now you should have had a survey request
from the Parish Council working with the
Borough Council dropping through your door.
It’s another part of the plan to stop these
BESS ( Battery Energy Storage Systems ), but
you must play your part and complete the
form by either filling in the paper copy one or
doing it electronically. Details will be on the
form itself and it’s very simple to complete.
Answering the questions will help the Parish
Council object too. Please note that it is one
for each elector not one for each household,
so every person needs to respond.

There are four schemes in the wind right
now, but we need to tackle them one by one
as they proceed through the planning
process. The action group has some valuable
legal and planning expertise in house and
even more willing to assist us, so we are
preparing to fight the applications as and
when we have to. However, we may have to
raise significant sums in order to do so, in
due course.

The FABSSS website is, as you may be aware,
up and running, along with our FABSSS
Facebook page. Please take a look at
www.fabsss.co.uk where you can find get up
to date information on what is happening
and details of some of the people involved in
the group.



Village Notices

FECKENHAM FLOWER AND
GARDEN FESTIVAL
17+ - 18 May 2025
UPDATE

Plans for this year’s Festival are
progressing well.

If you would like to participate in the
event by opening your garden over
the weekend of 17~ and 18+ May
2025, (11.00am to 5.00pm) please
do get in touch.

Many volunteers will be required
throughout the weekend so please
let me know if you can help in any
way.

Catherine Fisher
T: 07931 338291
E: catherine.fisher@talk21l.com

FECKENHAM WAKE 2025

The date of the Wake this year is
21st June so please note for your
diary!

The Management Committee are
meeting shortly to start our planning
but you can be sure there will be
plenty on offer for all ages and
without costing the earth!

Marie Morgan

The family of Marie Morgan would like to
thank everyone who has supported them
and sent them messages of condolence
relating to the death of their mother. Marie,
aged 98, died on the 9th December and her
funeral was subsequently held at
Feckenham Church.

She enjoyed 41 years in the Village, finding
pleasure in the people she met at local
events and on her daily walks with Nipper,
her beloved Yorkshire terrier. In recent
years, she became a regular at the
Feckenham Lunch Club, where she looked
forward each month to the fresh, home-
cooked meals and the warm company.

She also enjoyed her time at the Breakaway
Club in Bradley Green, where she greatly
appreciated the companionship and events
organised by the Club. She will be greatly

missed by her family and friends.



CHURCH SERVICES

PARISH CHURCH of ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST

Vicar: Fr Glenn Reading 01527 894436
vicar@feckenhamchurch.org.uk
Church Warden: Vacant
For Weddings, Baptisms & Funerals please
contact Fr Glenn
Website: www.feckenhamchurch.org.uk

Services for February 2025

2nd February 10.30am Eucharist Rev Fiona Carter
9th February 9.00am BCP Communion Rev Fiona Carter

10.30am Family Service Rev Fiona Carter
16th February 6.30pm Evensong Rev Fiona Carter
23rd February 10.30am Eucharist Fr Glenn Reading

Drop in (in church)
Wednesday at 10.30am - 12.00pm
12h February and 26th February

All are welcome (coffee and cake)

FECKENHAM ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
St John Fisher & Thomas More

Mass will not be held at St John Fisher and Thomas More until further notice.

Mount Carmel 6 pm Sunday Mass is now the Live Streamed Mass.
Link: www.eventcast.uk/live (Type the link into the browser)

Fr. Anthony Rohan, The Presbytery, Redditch. Tel 63096
Local contact: Phylis Mott, Feckenham. Tel 893898




Reverend Fiona writes...

| absolutely love this time of year with the
shoots of spring bulbs coming up in the
garden once again. It is a miracle that it
happens every year, but it is always
wonderful. Also, | enjoy seeing the lambs in
the fields in and around Feckenham. | am
really excited every year when | see my first
lamb, who is normally keeping close to it’s
mum. | haven’t seen one yet, but | am
keeping my eyes open when | am out and
about. They are little miracles every year
and | so appreciate the work the farmers do
looking after the ewes and lambs.

One of my favourite verses in the bible is
Isaiah- chapter 40: verse 11 “He tends his
flock like a shepherd: He gathers the lambs
in his arms and carries them close to his
heart; he gently leads those who have
young”. The verse is talking about Jesus. It is
a prophecy as this is scripture from the Old
Testament. | have always found it comforting
because it says that he gently leads those
with young. And because | have had four
children | have always been surrounded by
young children and now grandchildren. | feel
| am being gently led by Jesus, and it is the
same for all of us whether you are looking
after children or grandchildren, Jesus is
gently leading you.

Jesus used a lot of analogies about sheep
and shepherds because so many people
were shepherds in those times, and so it
made sense to people. We all know the
famous verses from Psalm 23 “The Lord is
my shepherd | shall not want, he makes me

lie down in green pastures, he leads me by
still waters. He restores my soul”. | am sure
we have been comforted by this psalm at
various points in our lives. The Psalms are
very honest. The psalms, which were often
written by King David, were very real, David
poured his heart out to God but also
questioned why God allowed certain things
to happen but always ended with praising
God. So, even in his questioning he ended
by showing his trust in God.

The slightly warmer weather is also
welcome, as it has been so cold. And we
have the promise of things to come that this
will evolve into much warmer weather in
the later Spring and Summer. Hopefully, also
the end of being totally freezing in the
house! | hope you all manage to have a bit
of a break during half term even if it is just
having a day trip.

God bless you all.



Village Christmas Card

and other charitable giving

The church is delighted to report that thanks
to the generous donations received, both for
greetings in the card and other donations, a
cheque for £1,372 was sent to The Trussell
Trust to help support their work with many
food banks around the country and we have
received a letter of thanks for the donation .

The Church funded the cost of printing the
card and our thanks to Gilly for arranging all
the greetings on it. In addition, the Church
has always made donations to other
Charities to demonstrate God'’s love with
generosity and acts of kindness. In 2024
donations have been made to Compassion
UK, the Royal British Legion, the Salvation
Army, Crisis, and the local Charities,
Nightstop, Acts of Kindness (Redditch food
bank) and Where Next. The amount we can
give depends on the level of general fund
donations we receive.

The Church has also supported the Make
Christmas Special Toy Appeal with over 50
new toys being collected in Feckenham and
taken to the distribution “shop” in George
Walk.

We had a very enjoyable evening of
pampering on Monday 20th January where
we learned some basic techniques of Thai
oil hand massage, with some of our
members discovering they have a skill they
never knew they had!

We also made a final decision on whether
we would be doing the teas and lunches for
this year’s Garden Festival, and I’'m very
pleased to say that we will be, under the
usual arrangement of half of the profits
going to the church. However, this is a
massive undertaking for our small group,
most of whom haven’t been involved
before, so we would be extremely grateful
if people would be kind enough to donate
cakes to support the fundraising.

Our next meeting is on Monday 17th
February and we will be doing Tai Chi. No
equipment or special clothes are necessary,
you just need to be able to move freely.

Our meetings are in the back room of
Feckenham village hall, on the 3« Monday
of every month. Doors open at 7.45pm,
meetings start at 8pm and run until about
9.30pm. Members are free, guests are £5
and all are welcome. For any more details,
please contact Jen Cary 07773 883 039.



Are you interested in local history?

Would you have time to help fundraise,
organize and oversee archaeological
investigations?

We are seeking new members for the
Manorial Moated Site Group as we embark
on the next chapter of investigations and
research...interested?

In Feckenham, we are lucky to have two
Scheduled Ancient Monuments: the
churchyard cross and the former manorial
moated site (also known as the football/
recreation ground). The moated site in
particular was placed on the At Risk register
some years ago by Historic England, and
through the efforts of local volunteers, has
now been elevated to merely Vulnerable
status. The process of doing this has taken
time and effort, raising funds and engaging
experts to produce a Conservation
Management & Maintenance Plan, and
getting a firm commitment from the
landowner (Redditch BC) to carry out the
necessary works on a regular basis to
prevent the moat remains deteriorating
further.

The site itself is a double-moat (with 2
ditches), neither of which holds water any
longer except in very wet weather. You can
still walk through the ditches at the lower
end of the Recreation Ground, and part of
the outer ditch now forms Mill Lane. The
moat has Anglo Saxon origins and in
Feckenham’s long history, has been home to
the manor buildings, court and prison —
these were all located somewhere in the

centre of this site (where the football pitch
and clubhouse are now).

Our group has been working to uncover and
gather as much of this history as possible, as
well as preserving the condition of any
remains. The volunteers have raised funds
and worked with archaeology groups to
begin non-invasive surveys of the site; so far
our Lidar and Geophys have covered around
25% of the area. We are also seeking copies
of earlier historic excavations, the detail of
which is so far sadly proving elusive. These
non-invasive surveys will identify where the
most interesting parts of the site are/where
there are traces of former buildings etc,
which will inform any future work.

Our ambition for this year is to raise funds
to survey as much of the remainder of the
site as possible, in partnership with local
archaeologists both voluntary and paid.
£3,000 has already been raised so we are off
to a good start but will need quite a bit
more! Over the coming months we will be
working to raise more funds, continue
research into archives, agree the
investigations and make plans for them to
be carried out sometime this summer.

If you love Dig for Britain and want to be
part of our own local archaeology team,
please get it touch! You can contact us on
unjudy@hotmail.com




The Parish Council met on 9th January and
decided it would need a precept of £60,000
to run the Parish Council’s commitments for
the coming year. This will enable the council
to meet its statutory obligations as well as
consider awarding grants to village
organisations. The grant application process
has changed so please do check the
guidelines before making a grant
application.

Monies have been set aside towards the
costs of engaging consultants should the
village decide they wish the Parish Council
to object to the continued BESS planning
applications. It is hoped all adults over 18
will have received a ballot form and lodged
their thoughts about these BESS
applications. The Parish Council thanks its
Borough Councillor or colleagues for
delivering 700 poll/ballot forms across the
parish, even more so, as it was one of the
coldest weekends. When the votes have
been counted, the results will be on the
Parish Council website and the new
Feckenham Parish Council Facebook page.

There will be a separate poll/ballot
conducted in Astwood Bank. Cookhill Parish
Council have now reached out about the
best sites and have offered support to the
Parish Council.

Redditch Borough Council have been
advised it must increase the housing stock

by a further 3500 properties within
Redditch. It is not yet known where the
added building of houses is like to be, but
Feckenham could be asked to find more
land. Although much of the parish is
included in the Green Belt, it is possible that
this could be classified as land suitable for
building. As and when we are given more
information, we will share it with you.

The third Vehicle Activated Sign has been
installed on the way into Feckenham from
Droitwich. Both WCC counsellors
(Counsellor Craig Warhurst and Counsellor
Mike Rouse used their divisional funds
towards the cost and the Parish Council
would like to thank them.

There are plans (which have been delayed)
to continue works on Swansbrook Lane/
Astwood Lane to improve the flooding
problems. It is hoped these works will take
place in Spring/Summer 2025 and the Parish
Council will contribute to these costs.

There continues to be antisocial parking in
Feckenham. Redditch Borough Council
contracts parking services to visit the village
and ticket offenders. Some drivers assume it
is safe to park on pavements as it leaves the
roads clear. Unfortunately this means
anyone with a pram, pushchair, wheelchair
or mobility scooter is forced to go around
the parked cars and vans into the road to
continue their journey. It is appreciated that
Feckenham is short of parking spaces, but
no one would want to be responsible for any
accidents or injuries.

The Parish Council is due to meet again on
Thursday 13th of February. All are invited to
attend.
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Feckenham Archive - Marion Chute

The top of the Square with the Needle factory on the right and the aspect up
towards Astwood Lane. Does anyone remember what the shops were —
memories are always welcome for the archive.
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Wildlife Matters

A Rivers Trust initiative - This year's Big River
Watch runs between the 25th April and the
1st May. You don't need any technical
knowledge or equipment (it doesn’t involve
taking water samples) you just have to
observe the water for 15 minutes and
answer some questions on the Big River
Watch app. The questions ask about such
things as what plants you can see, wildlife,
how the river smells, what colour it is and
whether there are any barriers across it.
You don't have to wait for the 25th April to
send in your observations, they can be
submitted at any time. The more
observations submitted, the better, as The
Rivers Trust can then build up a more
accurate picture of the state of our
waterways. There's a lot that needs to be
done to improve them, as we can see from
our very own Swansbrook, but more data
will certainly help.
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Village Shop - Alan Slater

On a recent holiday in the beautiful city of
Seville, | was amazed by the profusion of
orange trees. Every roadside, grass verge
and square was lined with rows of trees
heavily laden with oranges just waiting to be
harvested. On asking the tourist guide as to
what happened to the thousands of tons of
fruit when it ripened, | was told that life is
too bitter to eat our oranges so we send it to
you in the UK. Apparently the Spanish don't
like marmalade!

So January and February is our marmalade
making season and the Shop has acquired a
supply of Seville oranges for you to buy at
£2.50 a kilo if you fancy having a go.

There is no fear that I've suddenly become a

cookery writer, I'll leave that particular skill
to my more capable and famous cousin
Nigel, however, one of our volunteers, Liz
Teisen, has kindly provided her homemade
recipe for you to try. So good luck and have
some fun. Should our stock of oranges run
out, don't worry as there is an endless
supply in Seville and we will ship a few extra
crates over. I'm sure they won't miss them.

Here is the Feckenham recipe for which |
take no credit or liability,

Ingredients :- 1 kilo Seville oranges, 2-3
lemons, 2Ib of sugar and 2 pints of water.
This will make approximately 6 jars worth.

You will also need a jam pan or heavy
bottom pan and a jam thermometer is
helpful but not essential.

Method

Simmer the oranges and lemons in two pints
of water until soft ( approx 2 hours ) then
leave overnight to cool.

Sterilise the clean jam jars in the oven at 130
degrees centigrade for 15 minutes.

Slice the fruit in half and scoop the contents
into a sieve. With a wooden spoon push
through the juice and the mush.

Slice the fruit skin and return to the pan
with the juice etc.

Add the sugar and dissolve slowly.

Finally bring to the boil and simmer until it
reaches setting point at about 104 degrees
centigrade which will take around 15 - 20
minutes.

Leave to cool then start bottling.

Although it's now our quietest time of the
year at the Shop, trade is holding up well so
thanks for your continued support.
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Rob Cole’s Gardening Tips

Narcissus 'Cedric Morris' — An Early
Flowerer

My bulbs of Narcissus ‘Cedric Morris’ flower
in early December most years — the first of
all my daffodils.

Sir Cedric Morris (1898-1982) was an artist,
and founded the East Anglian School of
Painting and Drawing at Benton End near
Hadleigh, Essex. He was also an enthusiastic
plant collector, plant-breeder and well-
connected gardener, and he grew this tiny
daffodil at Benton End for many years. It
was originally collected by his occasional
travelling companion, Basil Leng. Basil was a
keen gardener in the South of France where
he grew tree peonies and unusual bulbs.

He was driving along the north coast of
Spain one cold winter’s day when he spotted
a clump of small daffodils on a steep bank
near a railway viaduct close to the fishing
village of Luarca. He stopped the car and
tried to reach it by standing on the roof of
his car. A girl who was passing saw what he
was trying to do and, being more athletic
than he was, managed to reach the
daffodils.

Basil Leng’s story is that when she tried to
pick him a daffodil the whole clump, fifty
bulbs came out, showering the car with
bulbs and stones. He took the lot, and from
those fifty bulbs all our stock is descended.

As far as is known, no one has found it
growing near there since. From today’s
perspective it seems an act of quite
appalling vandalism to grub out the whole
clump of a rare plant, or even to take a
single specimen.

Sir Cedric was friend and mentor to Beth
Chatto from the 1950s until his death in
1982, and he gave her one bulb, well over
forty years ago. She grew it on successfully
and eventually named it for him after his
death, with Basil Leng’s permission. She
records in her new edition of 'Woodland
Garden' that she took Cedric a potful on his
90th birthday because the bulb had
vanished from his own garden and shows
the value of sharing your gardening
treasures with your friends.

There has been quite a lot of interest shown
in the last few years about Narcissus ‘Cedric
Morris’ and its origin/location in the wild
and the wonderfully graphic story of its
capture and provenance. Although the
N634 still exists in part, this has been
superseded by a more modern road and
previous improvements to the N634 have
seen habitats and locations disappear,
where once this Narcissus grew.

Narcissus ‘Cedric Morris’ is hard to find. It
is tricky to micropropagate and does not
bulk up well, so you will have to be patient
and persistent to find it - and to keep it.

But it is out there and if you see it, buy it
whilst you can.
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Stock and Bradley Gardening Club Report

CLUB MEETING — Wednesday 15th January 2025

The meeting on 15 January was instead of the usual Annual Dinner, and was a talk by Rob
Cole entitled ‘Snowdrops to Daffodils’. This change of events was because the Gardening
Club will celebrate its 50~ anniversary in March and there will be a special ‘Afternoon Tea’ at
the Jinney Ring on 5» March starting at 3:30pm, instead of a meeting. Pre-booking is
essential and members will be advised of the arrangements in good time.

NEXT MEETING — Wednesday 8+ February 2025

Our next meeting at the Village Hall is a talk entitled ‘Pruning Shrubs and Their Aftercare’ by
Duncan Coombs. Duncan has been a regular speaker at our club over the years and always
gives us an entertaining evening.

The theme for the monthly competition will be ‘Three snowdrop flowers (the same or
different) — with foliage’.

Club meetings are normally held on the first Wednesday of each month at the Village Hall,
Church Road, Bradley Green starting at 7.30pm, and are free to members for an annual
subscription of £5.00 for 2025. Visitors are made very welcome and may attend for £3.00
per meeting.

If you require any further information, ring Rob Cole (Chairman) on 07544 832052.
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After a marathon tenure at the
helm, Bob Gordon has stood
down as club chairman. Bob took
on the role eight years ago after
serving as vice chairman for the
previous year and brought into
the role the most thorough level
of organisation the club had
previously experienced in the
recent past, which leaves us in a
strong position heading into the
future.

Bob took it upon himself to not
only run as chairman but also for
a long time as secretary, grant
application officer, general
handyman and, for the last few
years, bar manager.

All at the club wish Bob well in his
retirement from the role, knowing
he won’t be a stranger and will
still be available to help advise
the new committee going forward,
and he can also be found working
occasionally at the village shop.

The season approaches although
as | write this we’ve just just come
out of a fiercely cold spell which
can trick us every time but April
soon creeps up together with all
the jobs it entails. The recent
deep frost has left the ground
looking like something from
beyond the wall in Game of
Thrones, just lacking a wall!

‘Sisters are doing it themselves’
have been a great success selling

their fish n’ chips from the club
car park on Friday nights and the
upcoming dates for them are

7th Feb
28th Feb
21st March
11th April

The bar will also be open to
members & new members whilst
they wait for their order to be
freshly cooked
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