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Hardy Home Grown Bedding Plants

Trees, Shrubs, Roses, Alpines & Perennials
Glazed & Terracotta Pots

Fresh Cut Flowers, Wild Bird Feed

urseries National Garden Gift Vouchers Accepted
Your Local Plant Centre!

u Evesham Rd (A441), Cookhill, Alcester, Warks., B49 5JR /' %"\ 8
Tel: 01527 894 111 www. ndgewaynursenes co.uk
D Open Mon-Sat: 9am-5.30pm, Sun: 10am-4.30pm
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Clec:nln - Servm:es

Painter and Decorator | |5z el 1o

We now offer fhe

Interior and Exterior on Jmostacvancea
WO l'k in}c;ustr V...

CARPETS DRY IN 30

Inkberrow (01386) 192198 | | P

Tapcast, AL rullen

OMPUTER SERVICES 3 MEMORIALS .

B Additional Inscriptions
& Renovations

Tapcast is a family business, based in
Inkberrow, with over 20 years
experience, supporting compulerI
systems in busine sses and homes

All work is to the Highest Standard
For: Computers, Laptops, Networking, Broadband, Email,
Upgrades, Repairs, Support and more

Burcot Forge, Unit 4, 338 Alcester Road,

web: www.tapcast.couk  tel: 01386 792196 Burcot, Nr Bromsgrove B60 1HH
email: jane.neal@tapeast.co.uk Tel: (01527) 876200 Mobile 07710 976744

THOMAS BROTHERS

The Funeral Directors
Pre-payment Plan, Private Chapels, Woodland Burial, Daimler Fleet
24 hour Service
A family owned funeral directors offering a friendly,
dignified service paying attention to detail

01527 547777

Birchfield House, 494 Evesham Road, Crabbs Cross, Redditch. B97 5]JF




FEBRUARY Diary %  Contents

Book Review p8
Charity Walk p5
Tues 5th  12.30am Lunch Club Village Hall, Church Services p4
Back Room Entertaiments Com. p5
Wed 6th  7.30pm  Stock & Bradley  Bradley Village Family Service p7
Gardening Club ~ Hall FeckenOdeon pl2
Flower Show AGM  pé
Fri 8th 8pm FeckenOdeon2  Village Hall Gardening Club pI8
Back Room
Newshound p8
Tues 12th  7.30pm  Feckenham Forest Feckenham Parish Council pl4
History Society  Village Hall Press Cuttings pl6
Wed 13th  10.30am “Drop in” for Parish Church Square Management  p7
-noon  coffee and a chat Thought for the... pé
Used Stamps p9
Thurs 14th 7.30pm  Feckenham W..  Village Hall Village Hall pl3
Back Room Village Shop p9
Fri I5th & 7.30pm  “Nunsense” Village Hall Wake F.M. pl7
Sat 16th W.I. plé

Sat 23rd 7.30pm  FeckenOdeon Village Hall
Front Cover “Wintery

Wed 27th  10.30am - “Drop in” for  Parish Church allotment” - one of the Church

noon coffee and a chat allotments. Photo by lan Bellion.
Production Team
Thurs 28th 7.30pm  AGM ‘Over 60’s  Village Hall lan Bellion — What's On
& Flower show Back Room 892130 whatson@feckenham.f9.co.uk
Fund Adrienne Newland — Newshound
821760
Antonia Pulsford — Reviews
892268
; ; Jo Warrilow — Ads, Mags by post
Magazine online at 892059
www.feckenham.com Jane White — Letters, Reports etc.
89328 ejw55@hotmail.co.uk
Th e Village
...drop in to sample our deli
fresh local produce on your doorstep

Monday - Friday S8am - épm Saturday Yam - 4pm Sunday 10am - 1pm

Droitwich Road, Feckenham, Redditch, B946 6JE.
Telephone: 01527 894475

&

Open Now c—2p}
Coffee ®* Tea ®* Cake ® Fresh Sandwiches Coffee Shop



mailto:whatson@feckenham.f9.co.uk
mailto:ejw55@hotmail.co.uk

Church Services PARISH CHURCH

of ST.JOHN
FEBRUARY THE BAPTIST

Priest-in-Charge: Rev Wyn Beynon

Churchwarden: Ann Matthews 01527 892180

Parish Office: Telephone: 01905 778181 Email: bowbrookgroup | @gmail.com
Mon. Closed: Tues., Wed. & Thurs. [0am-1pm & 2-5pm: Fri. Closed

at - The Bowbrook Group, The Parish Office, St Andrew’s Street, DROITWICH, WR9 8DY

Readers and Intercessors &

Sunday 3rd 11-00am Sung Eucharist

Lent -2 Genesis 2 : vs. 4b-9,15-end Patricia Collins
Revelation 4 : Angela Fletcher
Intercessions Lin Preece

Sunday 10th 8-00am Holy Communion
Sunday next before Lent | Corinthians ch 13 :vs,, 1-13 Pam Eaton

11-00am Family Service “The Love of God”

Sunday 17th 6-30pm Evensong

Ist Sunday of Lent  Deuteronomy 26 : vs. |-11 Oliver White
Luke 4 : vs. 1-13 John Pulsford
Intercessions Jeff Matthews

Sunday 24th 1 1-00am Family Communion

Lent 2 Luke 13 :vs. 31 - end Doug  Curtis
Intercessions Tony Mortimer

X Box Sunday School
Will be held in Church on Sunday 3rd February. All children will be warmly welcomed.

Morning Fellowship
This lay led prayer service continues weekly on Wednesdays for 30 minutes in the Parish
church. All welcome.

Feckenham Roman Catholic Church
St John Fisher & St. Thomas More

Mass is celebrated every Sunday at 10.15am in the Church
Fr. Edward Clare, The Presbytery, Redditch. Tel. 01527 63096
Local contact—Phyllis Mott, Feckenham. Tel. 01527 893898
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40 miles for Macmillan

Jason Manning

The Feckenham 40 is back

ollowing the huge success of last years event,

we will once again be walking 40 miles non
stop in aid of Macmillan and The Primrose
Hospice on Saturday 27th April.

Last year 16 brave walkers completed the
grueling 40 miles in around 10 hours with
dozens more joining us for the last few miles.
This year we are hoping for an even bigger
turnout and would welcome walkers for all or
part of the course. Anyone who can help with
support vehicles, or along the route would also
be most welcome.

Training will be taking place every Saturday,
starting at the Village Green at 7am.

Leaving Feckenham, the route takes in 20
villages and beautiful scenery before returning
to Feckenham for a well earned drink at The
Rose & Crown around 5pm.

| would like to dedicate this years walk to all
those we know who suffer or have died from
cancer, including our dear friend Sandra
Knowles, who passed away in July last year and
who we miss greatly. Sandra was overwhelmed
with the care and support she received from the
Macmillan nurses during the last weeks of her
life and wanted us to raise more money so that
others could benefit from the same care.
Anyone can donate by visiting
www.justgiving.com/teams/Feckenham40

Please spread the word so that we can reach
our target of £10000.

Jason Manning,
White Cottage,
Church Road,
Bradley Green.
Tel 821045

Feckenham

ENTERTAINMENTS
Committee

Boxing Day Walk 2012

his year the traditional Boxing Day walk —

was it the 38th? - was financed by the
Entertainments Committee but organised by the
‘old stalwarts AJA.

Despite weeks of rain and a very grey (and at
times rainy) day almost 30 hardy walkers
followed the muddy sodden route struggling up
hills where it was ‘2 steps up and | sliding back
down. Tea served by Judy and lan at Mount
Farm by courtesy of Rosie and David Street was
very welcome. The walk was completed well
before night fall and all the walkers seemed
proud and grateful. Alan Jones

Walkers enjoying the tea stop at Mount Farm

Bray Maintenance Services Limited

Your LOCAL Gardening Service
Lawnmowing - Turfing
Garden Clearance - Fencing
High Pressure Surface Cleaning

For FREE quote call Carl Bray

01527 453163 or 07970 271653
Formerlyr'_ ¥Serwces




Thought for the

month Wyn Beynon

Dear Friends,

| was, in the 1970s, *a bus driver and drove *the
legendary Routemaster double decker. | went
on to lesser buses that were One Man
Operation. | took the fares as well as driving.
One thing | noticed when working on my own
was that passengers would not always see me as
a person but would often treat me like a ticket
machine. | know | can treat check out staff at
supermarkets in the same way. It's easy to
forget they are a person, not a function. | try to
look at them and have some kind of
conversation! When hurrying to get the
shopping done it’s easy to forget they are
people too!

In our complex society it's easy to feel that we
are less important than the processes that keep
society running efficiently. Sometimes we get
like that in the Church. People ask to be
married or have their children baptised and we
grill them about where they live and what their
connection with the parish is. Things have to be
legal, | know, but the Church of England can be
very good at hiding behind processes when in
fact we should be open to people. But this is
true in our everyday lives, not just the
institution of the CofE.

Are the people you deal with people or just
functionaries? The hardest example of that for
me is when | deal with telesales people on the
phone. | dislike the way they speak to me,
asking me personal questions and
mispronouncing my name. | easily forget that
the person speaking to me is trying to do their
job, which they probably hate, but it’s all they
can get. So | try and be polite, and remember
they are a person, not a machine. I’'m not sure |
always succeed!

Recognizing the human in the other person is
the first step towards recognizing the presence
of God. Jesus did that. He recognized the

humanity in every person. And that brought out
the divine. We can do it too!

best wishes, Wyn

Feckenham Flower Show &

Over 60’s Party Fund
Rob Cole

AGM - 28th February

The 2013 AGM is to be held in the Back Room
of the Village Hall at 7.30pm on Thursday 28th
February 2013, and the meeting will be open to
everyone as usual.

The existing Committee have all been involved
for many years and are deserving of retirement,
and for the tradition to continue, new
Committee members are needed. Anyone who
would be willing to join the Committee is
invited to have a chat with Rob Cole (Secretary)
on 01527 821156, or with Angela Fletcher
(Treasurer) on 01527 893231, or to come to
the meeting.

Events already confirmed for 2013

You may wish to make a note of the following
events coming up this year :-

Sat. 6th April - Spring Flower Show

Sat. 14th September - Autumn Flower Show
Sat. 7th December - Over 60's Christmas Party

It would be a considerable loss to the village if
these events became a thing of the past, so do
please consider volunteering as a new
Committee member.

CORNELL

Estal.alished Over 40 Years
il Chimney Sweep

Clean & Efficient - Brush & Vacuum

Competitive Prices - Cowl Fitting

Graeme Buthin
OI21 445 5913
0754 587 6475
46 Oxford Road, Moseley, Birmingham B13 9ER




Square
Management

Committee

lan Bellion

MERRILY BUT DAMPLY..

ot quite the “deep midwinter” described

by Good King W but it was certainly a
damp midwinter evening when hundreds of
people, umbrellas held aloft, braved the
elements to sing carols around the Christmas
tree on The Square. This Christmas Eve hour
of merry warbling seems to set the seal on
things - Christmas has arrived and we’re all
safely tucked in to the village for the
celebrations.

Once the merry lights had been officially
switched on by Mona Hickman (who has been
making mince pies for this event for as long as
anyone can remember) the singing, lubricated
by gallons of mulled wine and acres of mince
pies, began. The enthusiastic “choir” was led
by the talented Steve Dalloway at a brisk pace
- which was just as well because the carol
sheets were rapidly dissolving into papier
maché in the rain. Despite a mid carol disaster
when the Herald Angels became inextricably
entangled with the Three Kings... and a few
dubious words in Jingle Bells.. the full
programme of carols was executed with gusto
and everyone happily dispersed to various
pubs and house parties with that warm glow
that speaks of a job well done... and mulled
wine well imbibed.

THANKS....

Carols on The Square is presented for the
village by the Square Management Committee
as a way of thanking villagers for their support
throughout the year. The bucket collection
yielded around £400 which will be given to the
County Air Ambulance.

The Committee would like to thank
everyone who helped - in particular Maxine
Melson and Andrea Williams for the use of
their kitchens.

Barbara Masters, Margaret Mathews, Mona
Hickman and Wyn Williams for making mince
pies and Judy Underwood for serving them.
Pete Masters shook the collecting bucket, Gary
Simpson bought the wine. Nick Banham
generously supplied the logs and the Football
Club and the Church allotments lent the
braziers. The Square Committee is lan Ridley
(Chair and Artistic Director), Barry Hamilton
(Vice Chair and White Van Man), lan Bellion
(Secretary and Megaphone Man), Dawn
Southwell (Treasurer and Pie Distributor),
Judy Hooker (Grog Maker and Catering
Supervisor), Rhys Williams (Mayor and Brazier
Superintendent), Jeff Mathews (The Keeper of
the Tables) and Tim and Suzie Zink (very new
parents and therefore excused caroling duties
this year).

“StValentines llav
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es in whiclghe

ite you to explore
how the love of God shows up in ourlives.

The segé‘ndésthree servi
All Age Wors hip Grouff'i

Please stay after for refreshments.




Review - anew book of
local interest

ichard Churchley's new book: "Having a

Drink round Feckenham, Inkberrow and
Astwood Bank" is now on sale in the Village
Shop (price £6) and also in shops in Inkberrow
and Astwood Bank. The book deals with the
history of pubs past and present in Feckenham,
Inkberrow, Astwood Bank, Kington, Abbots
Morton, Bradley Green, Stock Green, Callow
Hill, Rous Lench, Ridgeway and Hunt End. It
includes colour and black and white
photographs (both old and new) and reveals
previously unpublished information about the
publicans and past events at the pubs.

Find out the former name of the Lygon Arms,
the Why Not and the Nevill Arms and discover
the history of Feckenham's lost pubs such as the
George, the Talbot, the Eight Bells and the Yew
Tree.

At 7.30 p.m. on Tues. |12 February for
Feckenham Forest History Society at
Feckenham Village Hall Richard will be giving an
illustrated talk about local pubs past and present
including the new information he has
discovered.

For more information contact Richard
Churchley

Phone: 01527 892361
Email: rachurchley@totalise.co.uk
Website:www.churchley.org.uk

Heating Engineer

Gas appliances serviced & repalred:
central heating boilers, gas fires, cookers,
water heaters & warm air heating units.

_E Landlord Certification
¥ Commercial boilers serviced & repaired

LPG services

Tel/Fax: 0121 258 2941

Mabile: 07973110138
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Newshound

WEDDING

On |2t Jan, St John the Baptist was pleased to
host the wedding of Gillian Groom of Astwood
Bank and Andy Smith of Wolverhampton. Over
100 guests were able to celebrate with the
couple, which included mulled wine and cakes
after the service, at the back of the Church,
before going on to the Wedding Breakfast *in
the Village Hall. We were very pleased that the
Church could be used in this way and it made a
very particular feature in their happy day. The
couple will making their home in Stourbridge.


mailto:bowbrookgroup1@gmail.com
http://www.churchley.org.uk

Village Shop

Jeff Matthews

he big news this month, is the arrival and

installation of the new cash till. Customers
may not notice too much different, other than
the check out process should get even slicker
and easier. The major advantage will be in stock
control, ordering and general ease of use,
together with better analysis of what we are
selling and profitability — all the back room stuff.
Its called Electronic Point of Sale or EPOS and
brings us well and truly into being a professional
operation. By the time you read this we should
have the whole thing up and running — and
hopefully won’t be apologising for any teething
troubles. It all seems to be going well at the
moment, with lots of hard work from various
members of the volunteer team. Lots of training
going on at the moment.

If you haven’t been down to the shop recently,
you may not have realised that there are two
additional displays outside.

One features newspapers. We have a sale or
return arrangement — we have had for a while
— which means we have been able to stock a
larger quantity of all the major titles. And that
means we are far more likely to have the
newspaper you want, in stock, later in the day.
For those of us who read them occasionally, and
that’s me, | only get one, when | know | will
have a chance to sit down and read it. And |
don’t always know that until early afternoon.
You can come down and get a paper later.

This facility also means we are able to take
orders for magazines and to stock those, too.
So, if you get a regular magazine, why not order
it through the shop?

The other display unit contains a large quantity
of logs and kindling. For younger readers, that’s
small pieces of wood to light a fire, not an app
for your phone. If you run out, or fancy a fire in
a less used grate, don’t forget we have
combustible materials, including fire lighters.
Both of these displays were funded with grants
from Comic Relief, which were gratefully
received.

And the cockles of your heart warming offer for
February is hot chocolate with whipped cream
and marshmallows for £1.99 and teacakes and a
hot drink £2.20.

Our soups are still going, if you fancy a light
lunch sometime, too.

Used Stamps -
what happens to them?

As you may have read in the December
edition of Feckenham News, any used
postage stamps are being collected at the Village
Shop and we thought you would like to know
how these are converted into money that is
used to buy equipment for your local hospital.

Stamps donated to the League are regularly
collected by the League’s own “stampman” and
taken away for sorting into piles by country.
Older stamps are put into a pile of their own.
The stamps are then bagged in half kg bags.
Better stamps are put into stock books and all
are sold at auction.

Albums and schoolboy/girl collections are also
sold at auction in March and September.

So far this year a total of £2,400 has been raised
from the sale of stamps. This all goes into the
Leagues funds and helps towards purchases for
the Alexandra hospital.

‘Please take your used postage
stamps to the Village Shop’

PETER R. YARNOLD

CARPENTRY & JOINERY
Quality hand made joinery in
hardwood or softwood.
Windows, door, stairs, conservatories

and furniture
Meadow Cottage, Agmore Lane,
Tardebigge, Bromsgrove.
Tel.: 01527 873552
Mobile: 07717 102604




WHAT'S ON IN FECKENHAM

Feckenham Readers Group
- \g’} Ttestay, DEh Febrrary - 745
e s This month's hook.

B F - FLONERS FOR ALGERNON by Dariel Keyes

etuils from Marion Ohirte - 89785

Feckenham Forest History Society
ancl]_tosl Hosteleries.
An illustrated talk by
Dr RICHARD CHURCHLEY
Tuesday, 12th February - 7.30pm
Feckenham Village Hall
www.feckenham-forest-history-society.org.u

Feckenham and Astwood Bank Conservatives

QUIZ NIGHT

Saturday 9th February at 7p.m.
Feckenham Village Hall
Tickets £10 to include a light supper with puds
in advance from Antonia on 892268
Pay Bar PRIZES Raffle

| (x\ﬁ{g\ S{0ck & Bradley GARDENING (LUB
©7=N Down Quiet Cornwall Roads
I Wednesday, 6™ February - 7.30pm
Bradley Green Vilage Hal
(all 821156 for defails

iho|J| FECKENHAM W1

wpcwouex At FECKENHAM VILLAGE HALL
THURSDAY, 14th FEBRUARY - 7.30pm

FINDING GRAMDMA

Genealogist Christine Grant describes the ways in which)

you can trace your family history.
Non-members welcome - £3.50

PRIOR TO ITS REGIONAL TOUR

ALL ROUND THEATRE PRESENTS

THE HIT MUSICAL COMEDY

FRIDA

5TH FEBURRY 013 7 30FPM

BOOK MUSIC
& LYRICS
BY

SATURDAY 16TH FEBUARY 2013 7.30FM

FECKENHAM VILLAGE HALL

TICKETS =10 - AVAILABLE FRAOM FECKENHAM VILLAGE SHOP
OR BY CALLING -
07563 839826 or 07976 755434

email: lorraineclearydancers@hotmail.com



WHAT'S ON IN FECKENHAM
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eNCOU NT&RS B Eve one needs
il 2 gmrdnn angel Frangoise Cluzet

OF THE THIRD KIND ol
N oa B’ . Omar Sy

- - FrldaZ Bth Februar at 8pm
Saturday, 23rd February - 7.30pm ickets £4.50 (FeckenOcean Me “!mn P
at The FeckenOdeon Clnema in Feckenham Village Hall (TS s R are S IO S e Plotes A Cronen T RcHen Al
Tickets: £4.50 from The Rose & Crown and Village Shop, Fectﬁham e ph?;;:l:gg;?gﬁi;tanklme s

*Booking fee applies to phone and anling boakings - aveid the fee - Boak in persan!

Teleprmuefamalléres&'oodz K denJEi‘
www.tecken eon co.u
o o FeckenOdeon 2 at Feckenham Village Hall

Angus & Ross Theatre Company
in association with THE ROYAL ARMOURIES
presents a new historical comedy [or comical history)

ngs _of ,Cloth of Gold

Feckennam Village Han Shindis
Sunday, 17t March - 7.30pm
Tickets £8.50 From The village Shop -

and The Rose & Crown. Phone 0844 8700 887
Book Online at www.ticketsource.co.uk/feckenham



http://www.feckenodeon.co.uk/
http://www.feckenodeon.co.uk/
http://www.feckenodeon.co.uk/shindig.html

The FeckenOdeon
Cinema Society

THE ODD COUPLE....

Paragliding and paraplegic aren’t words that
normally go together - though, given the
remarkable feats seen at the Paralympics,
nothing should surprise us. In “Untouchable”
(showing in FeckenOdeon?2 on Friday, 8th
February) Philipe is a paraplegic. He’s a bright,
funny man with a body that doesn’t work. He’s
well off so has the best of care - everyone is
very kind and most concerned but there’s
something missing - fun! When he advertises for
a companion he astonishes his friends by taking
on a young drifter and then appals them by
taking off on a wild trip - including the
aforementioned paragliding.

B i Py ¥i

[ L=

This joyful and funny film has been a huge
success in France - its gleeful appreciation of
“joie de vivre” will lift your soul and cheerfully
dispel any mid-winter misery!

WE ARE NOT ALONE...

f you saw bright lights in the sky over Berrow

Hill... and felt that someone or something was
trying to contact you... what would you do?
How would you be affected? Would you tell
anyone! “Close Encounters of the Third
Kind” is a compelling film by Stephen Speilberg
centred on two ordinary people who see
something strange and who are dragged into an

event that’s literally out of this world. This isn’t
the usual space chase movie. There are no
goodies or baddies, no bug eyed monsters bent
on destruction, no space ships being shot out of
the sky - just an intriguing story, imaginative
effects and a marvellous musical score. The
original 1977 film has been immaculately
restored in High Definition Digital - so if you've
only seen this on the telly prepare to be
amazed! Showing on Saturday, 23rd
February.

Tickets for these shows are on sale at The Village
Shop and The Rose & Crown. Book by phone on
0844 8700 887 or online at...

www.feckenodeon.co.uk
Coming in March:
8th: “Red Dog” - an Australian shaggy tail

9th: “The Chronicles of Narnia - Prince
Caspian”

23rd: “Planes, Trains & Automobiles”

THE IRONING CENTRE

16 Feckenham Road
Astwood Bank
ext to the old Coach House pub)

IRONING
LAUNDERING
DRY CLEANING
REPAIRS & ALTERATIONS
SHOE REPAIRS
COLLECTION & DELIVERY

01527 894040
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Village Hall

lan Bellion

NUN'S THE WORD!_

The premiere of All Round Theatre’s new
show takes place at Feckenham Village Hall
prior to a regional tour later in the year. The
show is Dan Goggins' hilarious musical comedy
“Nunsense” and it opens at Feckenham Village
Hall on Friday, 15th February with a second
performance on Saturday, |16th February
2013 - both start at 7.30pm.

“Nunsense” is a
delightful romp of a
musical about five
nuns who are
putting on a fund-
raising concert. The
nuns are in a
financial fix because their convent cook
accidentally poisoned 52 of their sisters with
her vichyssoise. They had enough money to
inter 48 of the nuns, but ran out of funds to
bury the remaining four sisters who are taking
up space in the convent freezer. The absurd
situation results in the sisters putting on a
charity show in which hidden talents are
revealed. It’s a happy and joyously funny show
with lively song-and-dance numbers, comic
routines and clever word play. The nun humour
is gentle, sometimes irreverent but never
offensive. Ticket at £/0 can be had at The Village
Shop or by calling All Round Theatre Company on :
07563 839826 or 07976 755434 or Email
lorraineo'learydancers@hotmail.com

COMING SOON

On Sunday, 17th March Shindig presents
Angus & Ross Theatre Co in “Kings of Cloth
of Gold"”. This hilarious historical saga probably
owes more to “1066 and All That” than to
serious historical research - however, the
armour and weapons have been specially made
by the Royal Armouries and the RSC.

Tickets (£8.50) on sale now at The Village Shop and
The Rose & Crown. Telephone bookings

0844 8700 887 and you can book online at

www.ticketsource.co.uk/feckenham

Village Hall

Improvement Fund 2012/13

January Winners -

48 Graham & Sue Darby £25
134 John Calvert £15
101 Ivor & Jenny Mason £10

The February Draw will be held in the Village Hall
at 8.00 pm on Tuesday 5th February 201 3.

48 High Street
Feckenham
B96 6HS
—()1527 892188

A traditional freehouse village pub
with Food - owned and run by the
Clarke family

WHAT’S ON

Come and enjoy the atmosphere of the
Six Nations Rugby
starting 2nd February

Full Menu and specials available.

Enjoy Valentine's Evening
at The Rose & Crown - Thurs. 14th Feb
£15.95 per person (3 courses & a glass

of bubbly on arrival). Please call to
reserve your table.

Proper Pub Food at Proper Prices

Real Ales & Ciders
We're in the GOOD BEER GUIDE!
Weekday Lunch 3 Courses £6.75
Dish of the Day £4.75
Full Menu available daily,
Lunch & Evenings

www.roseandcrownfeckenham.co.uk
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Parish Council
Sean Arble

Chairman R Williams: 07812 034 455
Clir E Atkins: 01527 542 063
Clir K White: 01527 458 395
CllIr P Eaton: 01527 894 272

Cllr F Hawker: 01527 894 171
CllIr Pat Hawkins: 07973403707
Cllr W Poole: 07825 947 941

2013 Meeting Dates: 21 Feb, 18 April, 16
May, 19 June, 18 July, 19 Sept, 21 Nov & 19 Dec

I. Presently, the gates do not have the desired
effect of raising the profile of the village and
reminding drivers that they are entering into an
area where residents care about speed
restriction and the upkeep of the village
environment. Consequently, the Parish Council
is currently in the process of negotiating with
officers of Worcestershire County Council to
move the estate gates to positions previously
agreed upon.

2. The Council awarded several grants this
year, these include:

£520 to St John’s Church in support of the
local magazine and maintenance of the
churchyard

£500 to the Community Shop to help install a
new till system

£130 to the Allotments & Garden Society
to replace a lawnmower

£250 in support of WAKE FM

3. While the budget will not be finalized until
January, a £1400 donations budget for 2013/14
is proposed. The Council is keen to support
worthy local groups and urges all interested
parties to contact the Clerk or download a
grant application from the parish website;
www feckenham.com.

4. Thanks to much hard work on the part of
several parishioners, most notably Chairman
Williams, Feckenham is among the successfully
identified communities not currently receiving

2mbps that qualified for a grant to have

wireless broadband provided. Feckenham is a
member of the Redditch Travel Arc Consortium
comprising the parishes of Tibberton, Crowle,
Hanbury, Stock & Bradley and Feckenham. The
wireless broadband provider, Airband, was
chosen as the preferred supplier based on
experience of providing local community
broadband and their customer installation
package. Contracts are due to be signed shortly
and connections will be possible early in the New
Year. Airband will be making contact with those
who previously registered an interest. For more
information and a link to register an interest,
please see http://www.thevillagehub.co.uk/.

Whats On this. "0 & BRADLEY

FEBRUARY

6th

BREAKAWAY

10.30 Village Hall

Troop Aid, Supporting the Troops

GARDENING CLUB
7.15pm for 7.30pm
Down Quiet Roads in Cornwall

13th & 27th
10.00 -12.00 DROP IN

For more information see

STOCK & BRADLEY CHRONICLE

Hardwood Logs For Sale

No Delivery Charge

Telephone any time

01905 620934
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QJNO FIX = NO FEE

BWindows & Office Problems
BHardware & Software issues

J
BpC Crashing - very slow
Binternet Connections
B\jirus Problems BNetworking solutions

B Upgrades & advice B Custom built Pcs

SAME DAY RESPONSE
NO CALL OUT CHARGE

01527 576 611 or
0800 085 21 43 Mon-Sun # 8am-6pm

www.click4pc.co.uk Open Bank Holidays

(ool

Climate

Air Conditioning Systems
for your Home, Office or Business
Mr Simon Baker
Tel.: 01527 892823 or 07736 447705

E-mail: simon@coolclimate.co.uk
Web: http://www.coolclimate.co.uk

178a Austin Road Bromsgrove BE0 :lNS

Can’t think what to do with your garden?
> Let me help!

Claire Ellis

¥  Bsc (Hons): Horticulture |
HND: Garden Design & Management

Complete Gardens
Design & Planting
Maintenance & Rejuvenation
Consultancy

= (07773 101750 or 01527 894745

Lewis Allenw
Plumbing & Heating Ltd

. Central Heating / Boiler installations and
servicing

. Power flushing

. Landlord Gas safety Checks el

s Bathrooms 1es26

. Installation of kitchen appliances

. New build and extension plumbing/
heating

. Leaks and emergency work

Tel: 01527 892398
Mobile: 07817596943

Tony & Dean at
FECKENHAN

GARAGE
MOT Testing Station
Service & Repair to all makes

Tel: 01527 892483

Landscaping
Jeff Annand Contracting Ltd.

Blockpaving - Ponds - Patios - Groundwork
& General Property Maintenance

Free Quotes
References available

Fully Insured

Tel: 07968 668906
or 01527 894745

cleaning company for the domestic
and commercial business sectors.
Our services include:

Regular and one-off cleans & Deep and spring cleans
Moving in and out cleans  Property letting
Holiday cover « Oven cleaning = Window cleaning
Ironing * Carpet and upholstery cleaning
We employ, insure and CRB check our staff.

To arrange a sparkling clean ring 01527 401822

e-mail:info@maidswithcare.co.uk
www.maidswithcare.co.uk

N
@ 2 MAIDS
r1,7) WITH CARE

As Time Goes By

YOUR LOCAL FAMILY RUN
MEMORIAL SUPPLIER

Head Stones, Cremation Tablets,
Additional Inscriptions and
Renovation Work

Please call 01527 550505

To arrange a home visit or to find oul our
opening fimes

Unit 5, Dunlop Road, Hunt End Industrial Estate
Redditch B97 5XP

“MEMORIALS THAT REFLECT A LIFETIME”
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Press Cuttings from
the 1920°s  jane White

few years ago | was given a photocopy of
several articles from local papers that the
donor thought would interest me.

The first item is undated but those with a date
are 1920 or 1922 so | suspect it is of that era.
The wafering irons are still in the church and
can be seen in the south chancel window.

The Feckenham WV.I. article was from 1920,
(our Institute was formed in 1919). The
“Vicar’s Room” mentioned was on the site of
the garden area to the left of the Car Park
entrance. Some things haven’t changed - making
teas for village events! And some of the
demonstrations sound very familiar but perhaps
not the boot-mending and the curing of rabbit
skins! | still have a pair of rabbit-fur mittens
made by my grandmother at her local Wl in
Norfolk but | never heard whether she cured
the skins herself (she was adept at dealing with
game, preserving the hare’s blood to make an
excellent hare casserole, so perhaps she did!).

WORCESTER ARCHAOLOGICAL SOCIETY

INTERESTING FECKENHAM RELIC

In connection with the Worcester Archaolog-
ical Society an “open” meeting was held on
Wednesday in last week. The attraction of the
occasion was that clergy and churchwardens
who are members were invited to bring and
speak upon objects of interest in their posses-
sion, and there resulted a collection of an an-
cient chalice, alms box, processional cross,
churchwardens’ accounts and many other things.

The Rev. W.E. Davis-Winstone (Vicar of
Feckenham) produced a pair of wafering irons,
which he said were found some years ago in a
gravel path at a private house at Feckenham.
They were presented to the church, and were
now kept there. He described how they were

made for impressing the wafers for the priest
and for the people, and how they were in-
scribed. Some thought they were earlier date,
but he thought they were much more likely to

be of the 17 century.

FECKENHAM

WOMEN’S INSTITUTE - The first annual
meeting of the Bradley and Feckenham
Women’s Institute was held in the Vicar’s
Room on Thursday afternoon last week, when
Mrs. Newton Jones presided over an attendance
of over 60 members. Mrs. Dawes (treasurer)
presented the balance sheet for the year, which
showed that the receipts were £32 0s. 5%d., and
expenditure £29 15s. 0%d. Mrs. N. W. Gould
(secretary) read the annual report on the year’s
work, showing that the institute had now 79
members on its roll and the attendance at the
monthly meetings averaged 40. During the year
a well attended course of basket making classes
had been held under the instruction of Mr.
Large, of Worcester, and some very fine baskets
were made. Demonstrations had been given in
boot-mending, dressmaking and milli- nery,
wool carding and spinning, fruit bottling, drying
and pulping, and rabbit-skin glove mak- ing.
The curing of the skins and the making of the
gloves had been accomplished very success-
fully. Lectures were also given on
“Citizenship” and the “League of Nations” An
outing was organised in June, when 52 mem-
bers visited the Worcester Exhibition. In Sep-
tember the institute undertook the catering for
the tea at the Feckenham and District Hospital
Society’s flower show, with the result that after
a donation of five guineas had been given to the
society, there remained a balance of £5 5s. 5%4d.
towards the institute funds. Balloting for offic-
ers took place, and the following ladies were
elected:- President, Mrs. Newton Jones; vice-
president Mrs. Dawes; treasurer, Miss Stanley;
secretary, Mrs. N. W. Gould; committee, Mes-
dames Rankin, F. Bradley, A. Barley, Harber,
Miller, Yates, Molesworth, Watton, Nurse
Browne, and Misses Barnwell and Cowley.
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ULAKE

FECKRENHAM

FECKENHAM ON THE AIR - AGAIN!!

In June 2010 Feckenham’s very own radio station went on air. For
four days Feckenham folk avidly listened to programmes made by
Feckenham folk, about Feckenham folk, presented by Feckenham
folk and broadcast from a transmitter right in the heart of Fecken-
ham.... and now, with your help, we're going to do it again!

Thanks to generous grants from Feckenham Charity and Feckenham
Parish Council, and with the support of Feckenham Entertainments
Committee, plans are well in hand for WAKE FM to go back on the
air in June - again coinciding with The Wake. There's still a little bit
of fundraising to do but organisers are confident enough to start
licence applications and technical planning.

JOIN YOUR RADIO STATION

It may seem a way off but the experiences of 2010 taught us that
early preparation is the key to success. We're now asking anyone
who would like to be involved in any way to make contact - e-mail
us, phone us or pop a note through our letterbox. If you'd like to
present on air, produce programmes, research, operate equipment...
or just make the tea... we want to hear from you. Currently the core
team consists of Stuart Knowles, lan Bellion and Paul Furey - we
need many more! Similarly if you've ideas - full programmes or news
items or just an interesting subject we can chat about - please get in
touch. WAKE FM will be on air for four days. It's your station - for
Feckenham, about Feckenham, by Feckenham - so please get involved!

Call us on 01527 278448, e-mail radio@feckenham.com or write to WAKE FM at 64 High Street

WANTED URGENTLY

for Macmillan...

Good nearly new gents & ladies clothes
for our larger, newly opened shop on
Unicorn Hill, Redditch.
Contact Shirley Harman for
collection/delivery.
Tel:892140

Macmillar%

[0S
finterior Property Services
Office & Home Refurbishments
Ceilings & Partitions
Carpentry & Joinery

Timber Flooring
Painting & Decorating

Marc Bradley
07759 461406

ips@feckenham.com

cancer relie
N

BYZ_L
COLOR CODE MOTORS

ACCIDENT & REPAIR SPECIALIST
COLOUR MATCHING 100% GUARANTEED
LOW BAKE OVEN

FIBREGLASS & RESORATION WORK
FLEET & COMMERCIAL REPAIRS

LEE HALL-ANNISON

Unit A, Green Lane, The Slough, Studley, Warks. B80 7EY

TELEPHONE: 01527 854155

Able Maintenance

General Handyman
Painter & Decorator

External and Internal
Phone Bill On
01527 550172 or 07795 556685

Free Quoltes - Public Liability - Reliable
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Feckenham W.I.
Gay Bligh

theWl

INSPIRING WOMEN

Thursday 14 February 2013 at 7.30pm -

Finding Grandma - Genealogist, Christine
Grant, will give a personalised account of the
various research methods used in tracing long
lost family.

Please note that annual subscriptions (£33.00)
are now due.

All meetings are held on the second Thursday
of the month at 7.30pm in the back room of
Feckenham village hall. There is an annual
subscription (currently £33.00) but visitors are
welcomed to join us for any meeting at a cost of
£3.50 per visit. If you require further
information please contact Linda Harris on
01527 892850 or Gay Bligh on 01527 893321.
Or visit us on the village website
www.feckenham.com

Rous Lench & Inkberrow

Royal British Legion inc.

Feckenham Roger Hunt

The branch meets on the first Tuesday of each
month at 8pm at The Wheelbarrow & Castle,
Radford. This is an open meeting, all interested
persons are welcome. The chat is good and the
bar is open.

Stock & Bradley
Gardening Club

Rob Cole
Wednesday 6th February 2013 - 7.30pm

The meeting will be a talk by Adrian James
entitled 'Down Quiet Roads in Cornwall'.
Adrian is a skilled photographer and both he
and his wife are keen gardeners, and the talk
will show some of the wonderful Cornish
gardens which can be found off the beaten
track.

The theme of the members' competition at the
meeting will be 'Snowdrops'. To take part, just
bring along an exhibit for judging by the
speaker. Ist, 2nd, and 3rd will be awarded
points, and the member with the most number
of points in the year will be awarded a prize at
the next AGM in October 201 3.

All club meetings are held on the first Wednesday of
each month at the Village Hall, Church Road, Bradley
Green starting at 7.30pm, and are free to members
for an annual subscription of £10.00. Visitors are
made very welcome and may attend for £3.00 per
meeting. If you require any further information, ring
Rob Cole on 01527 821156.

The following meeting - Wednesday éth
March 2013 - 7.30pm will be a talk by Paul

Baxter entitled 'Gardening in Planters and
Containers'.

DOGGY PADDLE

Canine Hydrotherapy
WR9 7LB

% 01905 391501

! www.doggypaddle.net

Earls Common

3y ==

Make this YOUR yearg,

Achieve your New Year's resolution sooner ol
than you think with Cambridge Weight Plan.

You can discover the real you with the help

of your own Cambridge Consultant.

Their one-to-one support will guide you
through every step of your weight-loss
journey. With six flexible programmes,

which can include everyday food, there's a

step that suits you and your lifestyle. L \.

Ca mbrldge Yvonne Cutler

Tel 01527-574389/07850452705

neaple, re Iresuls yvonnec.cambridge@gmail.com
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JW & AJBARRETT LTD

Craftsmen in Metal
Traditional Blacksmithing
Restoration/repair
Metal work for home & garden
Mobile Welding

www.artmetal.co uk
Tel/lFax 01527 893866
Mobile 07973 517781

Direct Floors,

Need a new carpet, vinyl or wood floor?
With over 1000 samples brought to your
home, call now for a free no obligation

¢ Gwlo quotation.
¢ &z Tel: 01527 894777
; '~ 4. = Mob: 07968 023456
=

wmwmm‘%{\ 7 Days a week
£R cu®
www.direct-floors.co.uk

AR ATR CONDITIONING SERVICING

rgy 4\ N A
AUTOTECH
Motor Vehicle Serv:ces MOT Centre
TEL: 01527 892254
1 Queen Street Astwood Bank
All Car & Light Vehicle Repairs & Servicing

Free Collection & Delivery - Breakdown & Recovery
Tyre Fitting While U Wait

TYRES EXHAUSTS BATTERIES TYRES

aovﬂ)l‘OOk Gal'dene

Imaginative high quality landscaping

Patios & garden walls

Ponds & water features
Swimming pool & ponds fibreglassed

Also Pond & Patio cleaning
Fencing & Hedge cutting
Local, friendly service, references available
Call Glenn - Crowle 01905 380128
Mobile 07792613020

15 Astwood Lane 6 Burns Close
Feckenham Headless Cross

Worcs. B98 6HG Redditch. B97 5BS

BRAY & WARRING

Established 1966

GENERAL BUILDERS

Ryan L.Bennett

PAINTER AND DECORATOR

ESTIMATES FREE

1188 Evesham Road
Astwood Bank, Redditch,

Tel.: 01527 893480 Worcestershire. B96 6 DT
or 01527 545238 & (01527) 893162
Town&Country

‘Purradise’

BOARDING CATTERY £SNIY
Earls Common ‘
Himbleton

01905 391648
Jane Moule

Private Hire & Driving Services
Prompt and reliable

local transport to all Airports
Social travel, short or long journeys, transport to corporate &
sporting events, wedding car available, business travel,
seaports and rail stations.
Driver only service - Fully Licensed and CRB checked Drivers
Chauffeur vehicle available
01386 793156 / 07910 361707 / 07905 406686
e-mail: info@tcexecutivetravel.co.uk
Website: www.tcexecutivetravel.co.uk




B RAY BRC

TREE SURGEONS \hY

TREE SURGERY - HEDGE TRIMMING
LOPPING, PRUNING - STUMP REMOVAL

MoBILE: O7970 263779
67 WESTONHILL CLOSE, ASTWOOD BANK

1EL: Q1547 892828

S.E.DAVIS & SON vm.
Tel: 892716 & 893343

Broken Slabs, Brick Hardcore,
Sand, Gravel, Ashes, Cotswold
Stone, Cement, Topsoil, etc.

LARGE OR SMALL QUANTITIES DELIVERED
PLANT HIRE AVAILABLE

A We supply
8\ building
materials
to help
transform

The Farmshop
Mon-Sat 9am-5pm
Sunday t0am-4pm

The Tearoom
Mon-Sat t0am-4pm
Sunday 10am-4pm

Our aim is to provide quality fresh local
produce from small independent growers
and producers.

. ThC ChCCSC COunte

* Finest Local Qua, Matu.rnd EII

www.thestablesfarmshop.co.uk
OIj§ 27 89 4167
Astwood Lane, Astwood Bank, Redditch,
‘Worcestershire Bos 6PS

SON S LTD

(MASTER BUILDERS) ;
20 Years Experience ﬂ i
SPECIALISTS IN sy i
~ il CHARACTER & PERIOD PROPERTIES _Elﬂ}[.l& -

HOUSE EXTENSIONS & RENOVATIONS
Mere Green Cottage, Hanbury, Worcs. WR9 7DZ

Tel: 07973 445048 & 07976 826065 Fax: 01527 821452
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