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Hardy Home Grown Bedding Plants
Trees, Shrubs, Roses, Alpines & Perennials
Glazed & Terracotta Pots

Fresh Cut Flowers, Wild Bird Feed

urseries National Garden Gift Vouchers Accepted

Your Local Plant Centre!

Evesham Rd (A441), Cookhill, Alcester, Warks., B49 5JR
=== Tel: 01527 894 111 www.ridgewaynurseries.co.uk
Open Mon-Sat: 9am-5.30pm, Sun: 10am-4.30pm
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Clec:nln - Servm:es

Painter and Decorator | |5z oundied in 195
Interior and Exterior we now offer he

Work

TR

Inkberrow (01386) 792198 = Q1527 542515

Tapcast, AL rullen

OMPUTER SERVICES
* MEMORIALS »

B Additional Inscriptions
& Renovations

Tapcast is a family business, based in
Inkberrow, with over 20 years
experience, supporting computerI
systems in busine sses and homes

All work is to the Highest Standard
For: (‘.ompl_ners. Laptops, __'\ rt\_vorklng. Broadband, Email,
Upgrades, Repairs, Support and more Burcot Forge, Unit 4, 338 Alcester Road,

web: www.tapeast.couk  tel: 01386 792196 Burcot, Nr Bromsgrove B60 1BH
email: jane.neal@tapeast.co.uk Tel: (01527) 876200 Mobile 07710 976744

As Independent Family Oumned Funeral Diveclors

Thomas Brothers
The Funeral Directors

The only family owned funeral homes in Redditch, Wythall & Alvechurch.
We provide a friendly, dignified service
paying special attention fo detail.

01564 822 001 01527 547777 0121 445 3422
100 Alcesier Road, Birchfield House, R 12A Red Lion Street,
Wythall. 494 Evesham qu_:pa,d, Redditch. Alvechurch. e
B47 5HA B97 5JF B48 7LF -
www.thomasbrothers.couk I

A family concern R




DECEMBER Diary

Tues 3rd

Wed 4th

Wed 4th

Sat 7th

Sun 8th

Tues |0th

Wed | Ith

Thur 12th

Wed |8th
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Tues 24th

Tues 24th

Wed 25th

Thurs 26th

Sat 28th

12.30am

10.30am
- noon

7.30pm

6pm
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7.30pm

6pm
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10.30am -
noon

4pm

6.30pm

11.30pm
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Lunch Club Pre-
booking es-
sential 893929

“Drop in” for
coffee and a chat

Gardening Club

Over 60’s Party

Christingle

Feckenham Forest

History Society

Feckenham
School Carol
Service

Feckenham W.I.

“Drop in” for
coffee and a chat

Christmas Special

Crib Service

Carols Round the

Tree

Midnight
Eucharist

CHRISTMAS
DAY Family
Eucharist

Boxing Day Walk

Festive
FeckenOdeon

Village Hall,
Back Room

Parish Church

Bradley Village
Hall

Village Hall
Parish Church

Feckenham
Village Hall

Parish Church

Village Hall
Back Room

Parish Church

Parish Chcurch

The Square
Parish Church

Parish Church

The Square

Village Hall

N.B. Due to the festive holidays, the |4th
December copy date will have to be rigidly
adhered to for January edition. J.W.
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Front Cover
Christmas lights on the Square
2012, Pete & Barbara Masters
and Alan Smith. Photo by lan
Bellion.

Production Team

We wish you all a very
Happy Christmas

ﬁ 000’* )

lan Bellion — What’s On
892130 whatson@feckenham.f9.co.uk
Chris Fletcher — Newshound 894568
cefletcher44@gmail.com
Antonia Pulsford — Reviews 892268
Jo Warrilow — Advertising, Mags by
post 892059
Jane White — Letters, Reports etc.

893281  ejwS5@hotmail.co.uk
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PARISH CHURCH
of ST.JOHN
THE BAPTIST

Church Services
DECEMBER

Priest-in-Charge: Rev Wyn Beynon

Churchwarden: Ann Matthews 01527 892180 Church website: www.feckenhamchurch.org.uk
* ¢ Email: info@feckenhamchurch.org.uk

Parish Office: Telephone: 01905 778181 Email: bowbrookgroup | @gmail.com

Mon. Closed: Tues., Wed. & Thurs. 10am-1pm & 2-5pm: Fri. Closed

at - The Bowbrook Group, The Parish Office, St Andrew’s Street, DROITWICH, WR9 8DY

Readers and Intercessors

Sunday Ist 11-00am Sung Eucharist

Advent Sunday  lIsaiah 2 " vs. I-5 Jane White
Romans 13 : vs. | |-end Stephen Cox
Intercessions Lin Preece

Sunday 8th 8-00am Holy Communion

Advent 2 Romans 15 : vs. 4-13 John Eaton
I I-am Family Service - CHRISTINGLE SERVICE

Sunday 15th 6-30pm NINE LESSONS AND CAROLS

Advent 3

Sunday 22nd
Advent 4

11-00am Family Communion
Romans I:vs. |-7
Intercessions

Phil Tricklebank
lan Hunter

Tuesday 24th
Christmas Eve

4-00pm CRIB SERVICE

11-30pm MIDNIGHT EUCHARIST
Acts 13: vs. 16-26
Intercessions

Paul Richards
Mark Wheatley

Wed 25¢h 11-00am CHRISTMAS FAMILY EUCHARIST
Sun 29¢h 10-30am GROUP SERVICE WYCHBOLD
Christmas |

X Box Sunday School
Will be held in Church on Sunday Ist December. All children will be warmly welcomed.

Feckenham Roman Catholic Church
St John Fisher & St. Thomas More

Mass is celebrated every Sunday at 10.15am in the Church
Fr. Anthony Rohan, The Presbytery, Redditch. Tel. 01527 63096
Local contact—Phyllis Mott, Feckenham. Tel. 01527 893898

4


http://www.feckenhamchurch.org.uk
mailto:info@feckenhamchurch.org.uk
mailto:bowbrookgroup1@gmail.com

N ADAARD S AND
Feckenham Church +

Christingle Service %

Do

g,_ P\Q}@O@

= / \\\%%)

v
v
v
v
f(\

O s

Sardayg
Pecember |,
‘l‘_f\

4

v

> (-f‘/' ‘é\ "> ()* (-f‘/' ‘[> ‘5 (} (/\/ ‘—) ‘5 (i\,

e

& & EE

.éﬂam

Py Py i =

/
<
d
d,
[ &
d
<
1‘
«/
«/
\

Feckenham Flower Show &
Over 60’s Party Fund

Christmas Party
Saturday 7th December 2013

The Over 60's Christmas Party is to be held on

Saturday 7th December 2013 in the Village Hall,

opening at 6.00pm.

The event is run by the Committee of the
Feckenham Flower Show & Over 60's Party
Fund and provides a Christmas meal and
entertainment, free of charge, to Feckenham
residents who are over 60 years of age (and to
their partner or a friend) and who live within |
mile of The Square.

If you have are eligible but have not received
your invitation (sent out in the first week of
November), please contact our Treasurer,
Angela Fletcher, on 01527 893231 so that your
name can be added to our list of invitees.

Local Policing

Richard Waterhouse

Dear all,

Please be aware that between 10:15 and 11:00
hrs on Saturday 09/11/13 there was an attempt
burglary at a property in the High Street. An
attempt was made to force open a rear UPVC
kitchen door. Please could you pass around
village please for info of residents.

There is security advice on West Mercia Police
Web site and a good site for approved
security products is
www.secured.design.co.uk.

With the darkness now descending earlier
please consider using timer switches on lamps
so lights come on in the afternoon. Properties
in darkness are obvious to passing criminals
that no one is home.

As usual,any suspicious characters in Village
please call us on 101.

Thanks

Richard

PC 1824 Richard Waterhouse

Local Police Officer

Redditch South West & Rural

Tel. Mob 07771 618654
Tel. 101 ext 3808

(fhat's On this 2 srocx & BRADLEY

BREAKAWAY
Christmas Lunch at Flyford Arms
Gardening Club

Easier Gardening
Bradley Village Hall - 7.30pm

AUCTION OF PROMISES

7.30pm Bradley Village Hall
In aid of the church

Drop In
Christmas Lunch

Carol Service
With Arrow Valley Brass Band
Church - 3pm

For more information see

STOCK & BRADLEY CHRONICLE




Village Shop

Jeff Matthews

Christmas @ The Village Shop

he shop is becoming known for something a

bit different, that you won’t necessarily find
elsewhere, particularly in the supermarkets. So,
if you are looking for something this Christmas
to set your Christmas repast apart or to solve
the annual “difficult to buy for Maiden Aunt”
challenge, then the Village Shop might just hold
some satisfaction.

Firstly, the question of alcohol. If you like your
drinks messed with, then the seasonal addition
of spices to wine, cider and beer are all available.
We also have the spices to mull your own, if
you would prefer. Actually, a cup of warm
mulled wine and a mince pie is one of our
favourites and there are some great ones to
choose from.

We have an extraordinary range of jams,
chutneys and other things in jars that we can put
together in a hamper, or a smaller presentation
set, to make a very nice gift. Come down and
select your items and we will be pleased to put
them together for you.

The range of novelty chocolates continues to
expand. Large chocolate spanners, bicycles and
a musical motif are amongst this year’s
creations. Again, we suspect there’s something
there that won’t break the bank but shows you
have thought about someone. It might be better
appreciated than the £5 Boots voucher.

The acclaimed Ragley Meat are supplying us with
Turkeys again this year. Order your turkey early
to be sure. However, we understand we

can accept orders as late as |7t Dec.

Favourite Recipes from the Village Shop

hy not try one of our favourite
Feckenham Village Shop recipes — you
won’t be disappointed!

We all know there’s some great food cooked in
and around Feckenham, so we’ve asked you for
your favourite recipes.

Over the coming months we will be publishing
seasonal recipes and we are ‘kicking off’ with
‘The Best Ever Sticky Toffee Puddings’. This is
already a real favourite and is something special
- perfect for the winter months. We’ve got the
ingredients at the shop and you can pick up
your copy of the recipe there, too.

Go on, try it! You won’t be disappointed.
When you've tried it, give us your feedback by
emailing: info@feckenhamshop.co.uk and don’t
forget to keep the recipes coming in. You can
drop them in to the shop or email them to the
same place if you prefer.

Treat Yourself to a Mince Pie and a Great Cup of
Coffee and a Relax

If it all starts getting a bit much, why not come
down to the Coffee Shop and treat yourself to
a great cup of coffee and a mince pie.
Throughout December you will be able to get
that at the special deal price of £2.20, which is
remarkably good value, and meet a friendly face
or two for a chat.

Enjoy!
Can you help please?”

e're looking for a handyman or woman

who can tackle all those repair type jobs
which crop up at the shop from time to time.
Ideally, we'd like someone with practical skills
who lives close to the shop, who is readily
available and who would be willing to offer their
services on a voluntary basis like the rest of us.
If you're interested, please call Jenny (892678),
Walter (893929) or John (894272) for a chat
even if you don't fit all these criteria.

Bz < 4
COLOR CODE MOTORS

ACCIDENT & REPAIR SPECIALIST
COLOUR MATCHING 100% GUARANTEED
LOW BAKE OVEN

FIBREGLASS & RESORATION WORK
FLEET & COMMERCIAL REPAIRS

LEE HALL-ANNISON

UnitA, Green Lane, The Slough, Studley, Warks. B80 7EY

TELEPHONE: 01527 854155
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Thought for the

month Wyn Beynon

Dear Friends,

December and January are the first two
months of the year! December struggles up
to Christmas with days shortening and winter
starting to grin behind the clouds. It may
snow a little or be unseasonably mild.
Whatever, we shall anticipate Christmas with
carols by candlelight and all the jolly nonsense
of presents and parties and meeting up with
family and friends. And, why not! | love it all,
and the untidier the better. Though there are
sad memories too.

January for some is a dark month, but to me
it's a month of just-a-bit-more-light-each-day.
In Welsh we say the days pull out “a
cockerel’s step each day” - the cockerel
crows just that little bit earlier each morning.
January has a fresh smell, because for me it is
full of Christmas, which lasts all the way to
Candlemas *2nd February. It’s so sad to see
the world put the tinsel away by New Year’s
Eve when it should stay up ‘til 6th January at
least. Talk about missing the point! Talking
of missing the point.....

Yesterday | had to take a '/4 *inch off the
bottom of living room door as it was rucking
up the carpet. With my power saw I'd done
the job in no time. Except I'd taken the "4
+off the TOP of the door. Well, once I'd
stopped laughing | took a /4 off the other
end. It works perfectly, and there’s enough
jamb (or whatever it’s called) at the top to
cover my boob. A carpenter, who was
training for ministry with me, gave me some
good advice - measure twice, cut once.
Sometimes | follow good advice. But not
very often!

2014 will be like every other year, full of
missed points, ignored advice, and, best of all,
lots of things to laugh about. At least | pray

above all the light of humility. It’s the light of
the humble God laid on straw:

Cleanse us from ire of creed or class,
the anger of the idle kings;
sow in our souls, like living grass,
the laughter of all lowly things.
G K Chesterton

A Happy and Joyful Christmas and a laughter
filled New Year to us all!

Wyn.

Lewis Allen
Plumbing & Healing Ltd

. Central Heating / Boiler installations and
servicing

Power flushing

Landlord Gas safety Checks
Bathrooms

Installation of kitchen appliances
New build and extension plumbing/
heating

. Leaks and emergency work

Tel: 01527 892398
Mobile: 07817596943

214326

so! The increasing light of January should be

7

Landscaping
Jeff Annand Contracting Ltd.

Blockpaving - Ponds - Patios - Groundwork
& General Property Maintenance

Free Quotes
References available
Fully Insured

Tel: 07968 668906
or 01527 894745

As Time Goes By

YOUR LOCAL FAMILY RUN
MEMORIAL SUPPLIER

Head Stones, Cremation Tablets, _
Additional Inscriptions and
Renovation Work

Please call 01527 550505

To arrange a home visit or to find oul our
opening times
Unit 5, Dunlop Road, Hunt End Industrial Estate
Redditch B97 5XP

“MEMORIALS THAT REFLECT A LIFETIME”




Operation Christmas
Child

2013

hank you, so much for once again

supporting * OPERATION CHRISTMAS
CHILD’, and thank you to the children from
Feckenham First School, for their valued
contributions.

Lin Preece

| am just delighted to let you know that to
date we have collected 80 boxes. The boxes
are being collected on Sunday |7t
November.

Thank you, also for all the lovely knitted
items (lots to send this year you have been
so busy ) they are always really appreciated.

| will be giving our area co-ordinator Bob
James £204.00p proceeds from Wake day &
sale of soft toys in Church plus £45.81p in
donations. This money will go a little way
towards transportation costs.

The gift boxes that you have so lovingly filled
mean so much to these children that have so
little in life, they also give them hope for the
future.

We are just a small village, but one with a
very big heart, so on behalf of the worlds
most disadvantaged children, | would like to
wish you all a VERY HAPPY CHRISTMAS.

LATE NEWS LATE NEWS LATE NEWS

he boxes were collected on Sunday 17th
November final total 109, this year our
boxes are going to Serbia.

Knitters will be delighted to know that on
Monday 18th our knitwear was on it's way to
the Philippines.

Thanks

pecial thanks to Rosie and David Street for

over the years’, caring for our dogs at their
kennels, when we go on holiday. We all wish
you a very healthy and happy retirement.

Much appreciated from all your canine
friends.
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The Children’s B
Society %

Jo Warrilow

I am very pleased to be able to report
another very successful year from October
2012-13. Our annual “Coffee Morning”, held
on Saturday |9th October raised £662.90 - a
substantial increase on last year. This is a
truly amazing result which was achieved
without our usual sunny morning but by the
tremendous energy and enthusiasm
generated by our ever faithful helpers. A big
“Thank You” to them and to everyone
who supported the event. We were pleased
to welcome again Susan Price, our Diocesan
Co-ordinator, who loves to visit Feckenham.
Her parting words were - “keep going”!

All House-Boxes have now been counted
and hopefully are back in action. This year
the total was £808.27, another amazing
figure. “Thank You” to all concerned.

During the “Coffee Morning” | was asked by
two people - “How many Coffee Mornings
have | had?” Followed by “How much has
been raised over the years?” Unable to
answer either at the time it will make
interesting reading in the New Year - watch
this space! Meanwhile House-Boxes are
always available - 892059.

~ U
o ofy MAIDS
Maids with Care is a family run
cleaning company for the domestic
and commercial business sectors.

Our services include:
Regular and one-off cleans ® Deep and spring cleans

Moving in and out cleans ¢ Property letting
Holiday cover = Oven cleaning » Window cleaning

Ironing ® Carpet and upholstery cleaning
We employ, insure and CRB check our staff.
To arrange a sparkling clean ring 01527 401822
e-mail:info@ maidswithcare.co.uk
www.maidswithcare.co.uk

Able Maintenance

General Handyman
Painter & Decorator

External and Internal

Phone Bill On
01527 550172 or 07795 556685

Free Quotes - Public Liability - Reliable

Heating Engineer

Gas appliances serviced & repaired:
central heating boilers, gas fires, cookers,
water heaters & warm air heating units.

_W Landlord Certification
Commercial boilers serviced & repaired
LPG services

Tel/Fax: 0121 258 2941
Mobile: 07973110138 Site

RBGISTER

e REDDIFAST o _
T RLILUND o LLEARKRLEIK
MAKES LIGHT WORK OF CLEARING UNDERGROWTH

Innovative technology and a robust build helps
you to effectively overcome overgrown land.

€::84 TO ORDER DIRECT CALL

7 01384 636 663 °

" Safely cut through nettles, &
% brambles, gorse, reeds, s
: blackthorn & bracken. &

www.reddifast-groundclearer.co.uk

DOGGY PADDLE

Canine Hydrotherapy

&
0

Earls Common
WR9 7LB

01905 391501

www.doggypaddle.net
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FECKENHAM FIRST SCHooL
CIIRWI'HM FAYRE & MARKET

SATURDAY 30TH NOVEMBER *”‘4 I

2:30PM - 6:30PM
A HUNT FoR FATHER CHRISTMAS IN HI$ GROTTo ™%

" BE THE STAR IN OUR INTER-ACTIVE NATIVITY SCENE
PLUS LoADY of GIFT STALLS, GAMES & REFRESHMENTS FoR A
WHOLE AFTERNooON oF FESTIVE FUN.

1527 8927 56)

PLEASE CONTACT THE

EASIER GARDENING
With Mike Dunneti
Wednesday, December 4(h - 7.30pm

Bradley Green Village Hall
(all 821156 ior details

: Thls Month THE LEGEND OFTHE SUICIDE
by David Vann

~ Details from Marion Chute - 892265

Feckenham Forest
History Society

A MERRIE NOYSE

Victorian music & song
Tuesday, 10th December - 7.30pm
_ Feckenham Village Hall _




AROLS round the CHRISTMAS TREE
& (On Christmas Eve - Tuesday 24th December
; 6.30pm on The Square
Hot Punch - Mince Pies - Everything FREE
Collection in aid of County Air Ambulance

Fight the Christmas FLAB! - Join us far our 39th Annual

BOXING DAY WALK
Thursday, 26th December

Meet on The Square at 1.45pm - Walk starts at 2pm prompt
Stout, water,aroof footwear essential - Dogs on leads please
Tea stop half way round =

HE'

| E‘E@EEN@DE@ CINEMA

: CHRISTMAS SPECIAL DOUBLE BILL

]
at The FeceenOdzen Cinerma at Feckantamn Village Hall
ckats £5 from The R ose & Crown and The Village Shap

www feckenodeon co.uk
Christmas Pub Opening Times

; The Rose & Crown
' Open all day: 20th December to 5th January
Christmas Day: 11.30am to 1.30pm (Drinks only) ﬁz

Food available every day (Lunch only on 26t Dec + 1st Jan & Suns) |}
New Year's Eve Party ‘il late

The Forest at Feckenham
* Chritmas Eve - normal hours - Christmas Day 12 to 2pm
* ' * Boxing Day 12 - 6pm (Food until 4pm) - Normal hours on other days
New Year's Eve - Bar open 12pm-1am




The FeckenOdeon
Cinema Society

rEsTVEESCAPE O

The FeckenOdeon’s annual Christmas Special
will arrive at 7.30pm on Saturday,
December 28th. Come and lose yourselves
in two carefree classics. They've both been
given a digital spruce up and will look great on
our big screen - even if you've seen them
before, you'll be amazed how different they
seem!

THUNDERBOLT AHEAD
The show opens with an example of
Community action we might be able to follow
in Feckenham. If we can open a community
shop surely we can solve our travel problems.
The villagers of Titfield have a head start - at
least they’ve already got a railway. “The
Titfield Thunderbolt” is the story of the
villagers’ fight to keep their train. It’s British
comedy at its best - though there’s a grain of
truth in there. Stanley Holloway and John
Gregson lead the charge of a galaxy of British
characters in this Technicolor delight.

GLAMOUR, DANGER... AND TRUE LOVE

“To Catch a Thief”’, our main feature, is
set amid the glamour of the French Riviera.

Appropriate considering that one of the stars
is Grace Kelly - who ended up living there as

12

Princess Grace. Cary Grant joins her in this
stylish caper about jewel robberies and daring
escapes. Colourful and captivating with just
that edge of tension - it was, after all, directed
by Alfred Hitchcock... on one of his calmer
days!

Tickets for this show are on sale at The
Village Shop and The Rose & Crown.
Book by phone on 0844 8700 887 or on-
line at www.feckenodeon.co.uk

Square Management
Committee

CHRISTMAS EVE
WARMER

The Square Management
Committee invites YOU to
Feckenham’s official “welcome to
Christmas” gathering. On
Christmas Eve at 6.30pm we’ll
welcome you
with FREE
mulled wine
and FREE mince
pies (and free
soft drinks if
you prefer).
There’ll be the
ceremonial
switching on of
the Feckenham
Lights and then loud and lusty
singing of favourite carols and
festive ditties. There’ll be log fires
to keep you warm and carol sheets
to keep you on track (we've even
sorted out the page numbering
which will disappoint those of you
who took such delight in singing
The First Noel to the tune of Silent
Night!).

=

[
S
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Village Hall

lan Bellion

M any of you have generously contributed
to the Village Hall’s Improvement Fund
Lottery - many thanks to all of you. You may
wonder what “Improvements” this funds
makes. Maintaining a busy village hall is a bit
like the proverbial painting of the Forth
Bridge - repair one thing and another
immediately needs attention. The
Improvement Fund is designed to go a bit
beyond this and to pay for things that will
enhance the hall rather than just keep it in
working order. The most recent example is
the Main Hall’s disabled toilet. Local craftsman
Dave Bradley has just spent a week upgrading
the facility. Pipes have been rerouted and
boxed in, walls tiled and repainted. The alarm
and ventilation systems have been replaced
and upgraded. This is the sort of thing your
money pays for. The first draw is on
December 3rd - Good Luck.

FUN AND FUNDRAISING

eckenham Village Hall’s hire fees are

designed to be affordable for village
organisations and individuals. To help keep
fees low we organise shows and events.
Many, but not all, of these are booked
through the county’s Shindig scheme. All of
them are professional and of high quality - so
you really can have fun while contributing to
your local facilities.

Still to come in the Shindig season:
9th February - The Hungry Heart

Seductive storyteller Cat Wetherill tells sexy
stories from lItaly.

6th April - Shooting the Moon

Strangeface Theatre Company with the story
of Georges Melies - fantasy and magic
aplenty.

Tickets (£10) for all shows are on sale at The
Village Shop and The Rose & Crown - you can
book online at
www.ticketsource.co.uk/feckenham or by phone
on 0844 8700 887

COMING SOON: Returning to
Feckenham is the rootsy, rocky, folky band
WHALEBONE. This time they’re joined
by American singer/songwriter Kelley
Mcrae. Details soon.

Village Bonfire

eckenham Cricket Club and Wake would

like to send hearty thanks to everyone
who hauled wood around on the day of the
Bonfire, stewards and all the people who
donated wood for the fire. Without you
there would be no event, which is one of the
regulars of the Village year, being free entry
for all. We raised £494 in the collection
raised by folks shaking buckets and this will
go to pay for next year’s fireworks. As usual
we had a lovely display from Chrome
Fireworks and the only blot on the whole
event was the sadness of finding this
collection of rubbish which was fly tipped at
the Cricket Club and cost them time and
effort to sort out.

Remember, remember that next year we only
want to see burnable materials and that this is
a Village event for Feckenham families and all
hands are welcome to make it the best ever
bonfire in 2014.
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Feckenham C. of E.
First School

Sharon Simpson

News from School.

e have had a busy time in school since

we started back in September! The
children had great fun taking part in the
Scarecrow Festival again (Octl2/13th). We
hope that you liked some of the scarecrows
that were on display in the square!

Our Harvest Festival celebration was held in
the church on October [8th and the
donations given were gratefully received by
the school's chosen charity, Nightstop of
Redditch who help young homeless people in
the borough.

Thanks to our lovely newly fitted school
kitchen complete with work stations, the
children from all years are now able to
actively participate in cooking lessons. Some
of the children used vegetable produce that

they had grown on our Forest School site to
make soup.

The Friends of Feckenham School held a very
successful 'Auction of Promises' in the village
hall in October and raised a staggering sum of
over £9000.00. The monies raised will be
used to support the children's learning and
development through the purchase of
additional educational equipment. Thank you
to everyone who supported the event.

In November, the school held it's annual
OpenDay/Evening event and pupils from
Year 4 very kindly acted as 'tour guides' to
prospective parents and pupils who later
remarked on what a credit they all were to
our school!

Children in years | and 2 recently visited
Cadbury World to help their understanding
in their topic about chocolate inventors.
Whilst Years 3 and 4 completed a sailing
experience at Upton Warren Sailing Club to

enhance their learning experience that also
involved them being shipwrecked!

All classes will be participating on a
'Christmas Trip' with years | and 2 taking a
ride on the Severn Valley Railway whilst
years 2.3 and 4 are visiting the Palace Theatre
in Redditch to watch their production of
Aladdin.

The members of the schools Community
Club are busy working together (with a little
bit of help from schools Community Parent
Governor) to discuss fundraising ideas for the
School of Hope and Kindness in Kenya. In
addition, they are also investigating beneficial
community projects which will hopefully be
implemented in the New Year.

Finally, as ever at this time of year, we at
school are very busy with preparations under
way for the Christmas season.

A school choir has now been established and
they will be performing their Christmas Carol
Service on Wednesday, | |th December at
6pm (all welcome). It is also hoped that they
will be singing for a local old people's home
soon.

Seasons Greetings and wishes for a peaceful
New Year from all of us at school and we
look forward to seeing you at some of the
forthcoming events.

Sharon Simpson
Community Parent Governor

the linca clinic

Cosmetic and Laser Specialists
Call for Friendly Advice

Barbourne Health Centre

44 Droitwich Road, Worcester. WR3 7LH
01905 269 18-www.lineaclinic.co.uk
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Review

THE LOVESONG OF ALFRED J HITCHCOCK

It‘s not often that a village hall gets the
chance to stage a brand new piece of
writing by one of the country’s leading
playwrights. There was an appropriately full
house on 27th October and the author
himself was in the audience. It was never
going to be an easily digested piece - David
Rudkin writes in an complex poetic style and
is fond of the use of flashbacks and visualised
inner musings.

The actors of New Perspectives Theatre
Company worked hard to draw us through
the labyrinthine journey to the great
director’s motivation via his strange
relationship with his mother and his
yearning for an unattainable, imaginary blond
young woman.... and much else besides.
Martin Miller made a convincing and
compelling Hitchcock and Roberta Kerr
gave a splendid performance as the terrifying
mother figure (and the great man’s long
suffering wife). The rest of the cast played
multiple parts with great alacrity and the
performance was crisp and professional to a
fault.

The writing and performance style meant
that much was conveyed through facial
expression and gesture, so it was
unfortunate that the designer and director
chose to make the rather plain set so big
that raised staging could not be used - and
much of the dialogue was performed seated.
The result was that 80% of the audience was
unable to see anything for 70% of the time -
and what was likely to be a mystifying
evening under the best of circumstances
became totally confusing for much of the
time. It’s a shame that no account had been
taken of the layout of the different venues
the show was to visit on tour. The hard
working cast and crew deserved better.
Wialter Plinge

TABLE TOP THANKS

W.AK.E FM’s Table Top Sald
held on 9th November was aj
great success. 23 table
toppers laid out their wares
and admission  receipts
indicate that about 140
people attended. The result
is that the small deficit
incurred by the station
during its summer broadcasts
has been wiped out and
there’s now a small sum in
the kitty to help develop the
idea and kick start future
broadcasts.

Thanks are due to everyone who took a
table - we hope you all made lots of money
- and everyone who came along and went
home with some of the many and varied
items on sale. Judy Hooker was the main
organiser - ably assisted by Kathy Gee,
Stuart Knowles, Phil Chappell, Paul Furey
and lan Bellion. Particular thanks are due to
Linda Harris and Gay Bligh of the WI for
help with the teas.

UW.AKE

EECKENHAN

Bray Maintenance Services Limited
Your LOCAL Gardening Service
Lawnmowing - Turfing

Garden Clearance - Fencing
High Pressure Surface Gleaning

For FREE quote call Carl Bray

01527 453163 or 07970 271653
Formerly Bray Services
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48 High Street

Feckenham
B96 6HS

01527 892188

A traditional freehouse village pub with Food. Owned and run by the Clarke family

THE FESTIVE SEASON AT THE ROSE & CROWN
Sunday 1lst December at 3pm
Live Music with Clem & Sam 70's & Glam Rock Set
Christmas Openings
From 20th December until Sth January we will be open all day
with the exception of Christmas Day 11.30 - 1.30pm DRINKS ONLY
Boxing Day - Open All Day - Food Lunch Only
Sundays - Open All Day - Food Lunch Only

New Year's Day Food Lunch Only
Food Times will vary over the Christmas period so please call to check

New Year's Eve - Food served lunch and evening - Normal Menu plus a
selection of Specials - Book early to avoid disappointment

Christmas Fayre 2013

STARTERS
Apple and Parsnip Soup (V) - Prawn Cocktail
Pumpkin Tartlet (V) -Creamy Stilton Mushrooms (V)
MAINS
Salmon Fillet With a cranberry herb crust, oven baked
Roast Turkey served with bread sauce, chipolata & gravy
Winter Vegetable stew (V) with vegetable suet dumplings
12 hour slow roasted Shoulder of Mutton with a mint caper sauce
DESSERTS
Homemade Tiramisu - Lemon Meringue Sundae
Mixed berry Cheesecake - Strawberry Pavlova
2 Courses £13.50 - 3 Courses £15.50

Please call us to book your table. For this special menu we need your order 5 days before.

Proper Pub Food at Proper Prices
Real Ales & Ciders
We’re in the GOOD BEER GUIDE!

www.roseandcrownfeckenham.co.uk
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HARDWOOD |/ | PETER R. YARNOLD

I_OGS CARPENTRY & JOINERY
Quality hand made joinery in

FOR SALE hardwood or soffwood.

NO DEILIVERY CHARGE \ \ ,
TREE TOPPING Windows, door, sta/r§, conservafories
and furniture

HEDGE CUTTING
Meadow Cottage, Agmore Lane,

GARDEN CLEARANCE Terdebi
= ardebigge, Bromsgrove.
Telephone anytime: Tel.: 01527 873552
01905 620934 Mobile: 07717 102604

Can’t think what to do with your garden? 230 ‘ CORNEL I
: 4,5 Let me help! @ i

ééé \\239 Established Over 40 Years

. = b
\ * Claire Ellis ’/ Chimney Sweep

Complete Gardens
Design & Planting
Maintenance & Rejuvenation

Consultancy
07773 101750 or 01527 894745

Clean & Efficient - Brush & Vacuum

Competitive Prices - Cowl Fitting
Graeme Butlin
OI2X 445 5913

0754 587 6475
46 Oxford Road, Moseley, Birmingham B13 9ER

Tony & Dean at THE IRONING CENTRE
FECKENHAM P

«(Next to the old Coach House pub)

IRONING
LAUNDERING
DRY CLEANING
REPAIRS & ALTERATIONS
SHOE REPAIRS
COLLECTION & DELIVERY

GARAGE
MOT Testing Station
Service & Repair to all makes

Tel: 01527 892483 01527 894040

S The Village
o ...drop in to sample our deli
fresh local produce on your doorstep

Monday - Friday S8am - épm Saturday am - 4pm Sunday 10am - 1pm

Droitwich Road, Feckenham, Redditch, B94 6JE.
Telephone: 01527 894475

—

Open Now c—2p}
Coffee ® Tea ® Cake ® Fresh Sandwiches Coffee Shop
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Feckenham W.I.
Gay Bligh

theWI

INSPIRING WOMEN

Thursday 12 December at 7.30pm -
Get in the festive mood with a Christmas
quiz and games — nothing too serious. All
washed down with mulled wine and
Christmas fare!

All are welcome to attend - £3.50 for non
members. For further details please contact
either Jane White (01527 893281) or Gay
Bligh (01527 893321)

Rous Lench & Inkberrow

Royal British Legion inc.

Feckenham Roger Hunt

The branch meets on the first Tuesday of each
month at 8pm at The Wheelbarrow & Castle,
Radford. This is an open meeting, all interested
persons are welcome. The chat is good and the
bar is open.

WANTED URGENTLY

for Macmillan...

Good nearly new gents & ladies clothes
for our larger, newly opened shop on
Unicorn Hill, Redditch.
Contact Shirley Harman for
collection/delivery.
Tel:892140

Macmillar%

cancer relief
( !ool,

Climate

Air Conditioning Systems
for your Home, Office or Business
Mr Simon Baker
Tel.: 01527 892823 or 07736 447705

E-mail: simon@coolclimate.co.uk
Web: http://www.coolclimate.co.uk
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Stock & Bradley
Gardening Club

Rob Cole

Wednesday 4th December 2013

Our meeting is a talk by Mike Dunnett
entitled 'Easier Gardening', in which he will
demonstrate and advise on simplifying your
garden so as to get maximum benefit for
minimum work !

Subscriptions for the 2013/2014 year became
due on Ist October, so don't forget to renew
your membership at the meeting if you
haven't already done so.

The theme for the monthly competition is 'A
Winter Flower'. To take part, just bring
along an exhibit for judging by the speaker.
I'st, 2nd, and 3rd will be awarded points, and
the member with the most number of points
in the year will be awarded a prize of a year's
subscription to the Gardening Club, at the
next AGM in October 2014.

Wednesday |5th January 2014 - 7.15pm
for 7.30pm Our Annual Dinner in 2014 will
be held at The Flyford Arms, Flyford Flavell.
Members will find a booking form in the
Information Pack which they received when
they paid their annual subscription.

If you wish to join us for this popular event
you need to complete this form with your
requirements, and send it, with your
payment, to Jan Bates as soon as possible.

MAKE A NOTE IN YOUR DIARY NOW !

Club meetings are held on the first Wednesday of
each month at the Village Hall, Church Road, Brad-
ley Green starting at 7.30pm, and are free to
members for an annual subscription of £10.00.
Visitors are made very welcome and may attend for
£3.00 per meeting. If you require any further infor-
mation, ring Dinny Pynsent (Secretary) on 01527
821355 or Rob Cole (Chairman) on 01527
821156.



JW & AJBARRETT LTD

Craftsmen in Metal
Traditional Blacksmithing
Restoration/repair
Metal work for home & garden
Mobile Welding

www.artmetal.co uk
Tel/lFax 01527 893866
Mobile 07973 517781

Direct Floors,

Need a new carpet, vinyl or wood floor?
With over 1000 samples brought to your
home, call now for a free no obligation

¢ Gwlo quotation.
¢ &z Tel: 01527 894777
; '~ 4. = Mob: 07968 023456
=

wmwmm‘%{\ 7 Days a week
£R cu®
www.direct-floors.co.uk

AR ATR CONDITIONING SERVICING

rgy 4\ N A
AUTOTECH
Motor Vehicle Serv:ces MOT Centre
TEL: 01527 892254
1 Queen Street Astwood Bank
All Car & Light Vehicle Repairs & Servicing

Free Collection & Delivery - Breakdown & Recovery
Tyre Fitting While U Wait

TYRES EXHAUSTS BATTERIES TYRES

aovﬂ)l‘OOk Gal'dene

Imaginative high quality landscaping

Patios & garden walls

Ponds & water features
Swimming pool & ponds fibreglassed

Also Pond & Patio cleaning
Fencing & Hedge cutting
Local, friendly service, references available
Call Glenn - Crowle 01905 380128
Mobile 07792613020

15 Astwood Lane 6 Burns Close

Feckenham Headless Cross
Worcs. B98 6HG Redditch. B97 5BS

BRAY & WARRING

Established 1966

GENERAL BUILDERS

Tel.: 01527 893480
or 01527 545238

Bennett Decoration

Painting & Decorating
Interior & Exterior

' " First Class Work

- Tel: 01527 893162
Mob: 0797 3627269
Free Estimates

‘Purradise’

BOARDING CATTERY £SNIY
Earls Common ‘
Himbleton

01905 391648
Jane Moule

Town&Country
Private Hire & Driving Services
Prompt and reliable

local transport to all Airports
Social travel, short or long journeys, transport to corporate &
sporting events, wedding car available, business travel,
seaports and rail stations.
Driver only service - Fully Licensed and CRB checked Drivers
Chauffeur vehicle available
01386 793156 / 07910 361707 / 07905 406686
e-mail: info@tcexecutivetravel.co.uk
Website: www.tcexecutivetravel.co.uk




BrRAY BrRD

TREE SURGEONS.

TREE SURGERY - HEDGE TRIMMING
LOPPING, PRUNING - STUMP REMOVAL

TEL: 01527 892828

MoBILE: O7970 263779 .
67 WESTONHILL CLOSE, ASTWOOD BANK FULLY INSURED - NPTC CERT.

S.E.DAVIS & SON vm.
Tel: 892716 & 893343

Broken Slabs, Brick Hardcore,
Sand, Gravel, Ashes, Cotswold
Stone, Cement, Topsoil, etc.

3 OLD YARR
¥ ESTATES |

ARV
Ill

U
P TEAROOM AND
EUBF%&EEY IN ASTWOOD BANK.

VIDE A SELECTION OF
WEMF',EREUUKED F00D USING

LARGE OR SMALL QUANTITIES DELIVERED £ FINEST LOCALLY SOURCED

PLANT HIRE AVAILABLE HLY pREmeDY
We suppl | 4 hvo s 8t 56 N
\ VWe Supply - | STAFF IN A COMFORTABL

#\ building ' e
N materials S By s
pen ;
to help , Man - 2at 9am - 5pm
transform ' Zunday 10am - 1pm

your
\_garden

. ASTWOOD LANE, ASTWOOD BANK,
REDDITCH, WORCESTERSHIRE B3 6PS

PH. 01527 894167
WWW.OLDYARRESTATES.CO.UK

J ONATHAN SPROULE & SON S LTD

(MASTER BUILDERS) :
20 Years Experience j] Y
SPECIALISTS IN [ -’“EEL
~ il CHARACTER & PERIOD PROPERTIES ﬂﬂl@& -

HOUSE EXTENSIONS & RENOVATIONS
Mere Green Cottage, Hanbury, Worcs. WR9 7DZ

Tel: 07973 445048 & 07976 826065 Fax: 01527 821452
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