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Hardy Home Grown Bedding Plants

Trees, Shrubs, Roses, Alpines & Perennials
Glazed & Terracotta Pots

Fresh Cut Flowers, Wild Bird Feed

National Garden Gift Vouchers Accepted

Your Local Plant Centre'

ﬂ Evesham Rd (A441), Cookhill, Alcester, Warks., B49 5JR
Tel: 01527 894 111 www.rldgewaynurserles co.uk
Q Open Mon-Sat: 9am-5.30pm, Sun: 10am-4.30pm

T N\

urseries

As Time Goes By ANDREW SMITH

YOUR LOCAL FAMILY RUN CHIMNEY SWEEP
MEMORIAL SUPPLIER

Head Stones, Cremation Tablets,
Additional Inscriptions and

Traditional and Power Sweeping
Clean, reliable and fully insured

Renovation Work smoke test, CCTV and certificates.
Eveni d kend intments
Please call 01527 550505 | | feeand weekend sppointmen
To arrange a home ‘rfsff_ or to find out our Tii sl:;i:::]eb:; EL[I]I:‘“ e
opeming (tmes Based locally in Inkberrow Sweeps
Unit 5, Dunlop Road, Hunt End Industrial Estate
Redditch B97 5XP Phone: 01386 793248
“MEMORIALS THAT REFLECT A LIFETIME” Mobile: 07789 721303

Lo '/?( J//(?fl

* MEMORIALS »

Additional Inscriptions
& Renovations

Tapcast,

OMPUTER SERVICES

Tapcast is a family business, based in
Inkberrow, with over 20 years
experience, supporting computerI
systems in busine sses and homes

All work is to the Highest Standard
For: Computers, Laptops, Networking, Broadband, Email,
Upgrades, Repalrs, Support and niore Burcot Forge, Unit 4, 338 Alcester Road,
Burcot, Nr Bromsgrove B60 1BH
Tel: (01527) 876200 Mobile 07710 976744

web: www.tapcast.couk tel: 01386 792196
email: jane.neal@tapcast.co.uk

Thomas Brothers
The Funeral Directors

The only family owned funeral homes in Redditch, Wythall & Alvechurch.
We provide a friendly, dignified service
paying special attention fo detail.

01564 822 001 01527 547777 0121 445 3422
100 Alcester Road, Birchfield House, 12A Red Lion Street,
Wrythall. 494 Evesham qu_:pa,d, Redditch. Alvechurch. T
B47 5HA B97 5JF B48 7LF :
www.thomasbrothers.co.uk ﬁ

A familiy concern
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Priest-in-Charge: Rev Wyn Beynon 07595 313035

Church website: www.feckenhamchurch.org.uk  Email: info@feckenhamchurch.org.uk
Parish Office: Telephone: 01905 778181 Email: bowbrookgroup | @gmail.com
Open Tues., Wed. & Thurs. |0am-1pm & 2-5pm: Mon. & Fri. Closed

at - The Bowbrook Group, The Parish Centre, St Andrew’s Street, DROITWICH, WR9 8DY

Readers and intercessors

Sunday 4th 11.00am Sung Eucharist

Advent 2 Isaiah 11: 1-10 Jenny Goode
Romans 15: 4-13 Jeff Matthews
Intercessor Sue Barrett

Sunday | Ith 8.00am Holy Communion

Advent 3 | Corinthians 4:1-5 John Eaton

11.00am Christingle

Sunday | 8th Lessons and Carols
Advent 4

Christmas Eve 4.00pm Christmas Cosmic Crib Service
Light Sabres & dressing up a must

1 1.30pm Midnight Eucharist

2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8-11, 16 Paul Richards
Acts 13: 16-26 Patricia Collins
Intercessor Mark Wheatley

Christmas Day 11.00am Family Communion
Hebrews |: 1-4 Alison Crellin
Intercessor Ann Matthews

Feckenham: Baptisms,Weddings and Funerals
Initial contacts for these should be directed to Rev.Wyn Beynon:
My mobile number is: 07595 313035 or email wynbeynon@gmail.com Thank you! Wyn

Mass is celebrated every Sunday at 10.15am in the Church
Fr. Anthony Rohan, The Presbytery, Redditch. Tel. 01527 63096
Local contact—Phyllis Mott, Feckenham. Tel. 01527 893898
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We hope you like the enclosed Village Card
this year. It has been very successful in having
the maximum contributors of 45, which meant
the acknowledgments had to be squeezed. We
would like to thank lan Bellion who produced
several covers and his splendid photograph of
the stained glass in our village church was
chosen. Your donations have raised £835. And
a very generous villager has made this up to
£1,000. Thank you all.

Jane White and Ann Matthews

Church Clock I

By the time you read this the Church clock will
have been taken to the workshop of the
Cumbria Clock Company near Penrith where it
will receive a comprehensive overhaul.

The large painting depicting the Royal Arms
of King George Ist which hangs in the
Chancel has also been taken away for cleaning
and conservation.

lan Hunter PCC Secretary.

From The Editor

January Magazine

| shall be putting the magazine together in
December, I'm sorry but there will be NO
leaway with the |4t December deadline.
The copy has to get to the printer by |6th
for it to be delivered back to Feckenham
before the delivery system shuts for

Christmas.
Jane White

POSTIE’S PARTING PARTY

hen Neville Collis came down to

Feckenham on 22nd October for a bit of
a drink to celebrate his retirement he expected
a quiet evening with a couple of locals. He was
in for a BIG surprise! His expression as he
walked into the packed Rose & Crown was
something to treasure - astonishment,
incredulity and delight all combined. The pub
was crammed, every room filled and there were
people spilling out onto the pavement.
Everybody wanted to say their own personal
thank you to the man who made the mail arrive
on time - every time. Everybody had a tale to
tell, everybody had an experience of the postie
who pounded our streets and lanes every day
for 30 years - and who had thankfully survived a
near fatal illness which had lead to this early
retirement.
There were speeches, tributes and presents - a
painting by and from lan Ridley, fishooks from
the Mill Wheel... and a cake in the shape of
Neville’s van (compete with dent). There were
some flowers for Mrs Collis and then Parish
Council Chairman Alan Smith presented Neville
with the proceeds of a public collection - over
£1,000 - an expression of the village’s gratitude
for years of caring and caful service.

o

Neville revealed that he’d taken on Feckenham
when no-one else wanted the round. A decision
he’s never regretted - and he ended his speech
wishing that he could do another 30 years.

Thanks are due to everyone who contributed
or helped with the organisation of the event -
particularly hosts Mel and Matt who provided
the venue and the food free of charge.

You can hear a full report of this event at
www.swansbrook.com - follow the link to the “On
Demand” page.



Suite for the Fallen Soldier

onths of hard work by Jeff Matthews and

his team, who have taken on the project of
commemorating the lives of the 24 Feckenham
villagers who lost their lives in WW!I (and those
who returned), three choirs under the able
direction of Clare Furey and numerous other
people involved in the production, culminated in
the performance of the Suite for the Fallen
Soldier on the | Ith and 12th of November in
Feckenham Parish Church. It was a sell-out on
both nights.

The incredibly moving script was written by our
resident poet, Kathy Gee, and the music, which
complemented the script, was composed
specially by Phil Mountford, a friend of Clare
Furey’s who lives over at Ludlow. The music
was interspersed with readings supposedly by

the soldier, his mother and his sweetheart, his
commanding officer and someone from the
present day, all most beautifully done as were
the solo songs. The Choirs were the Chamber
Choir, the Church Choir and All Round Voices.
Feckenham First School and the All Round
Theatre School also took part. If you weren’t
able to go to one of the performances | strongly
recommend buying one of the programmes and
also you can listen to the entire concert on
Swansbrook Radio at www.swansbrook.com .

The icing on the cake was the Midland News
after the main 10 o’ clock News on Friday
evening which included an item on the
performance, which considering it had finished
little more than an hour before the 10 o’ clock
News was pretty good going by the BBC.

Many congratulations and thanks to everyone
who took part, and the audiences, who also
were totally involved. In the occasional silences
you could have heard a pin drop.

Photo by Arthur Hind, more on page 14.
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he life of Egbert Dolphin, who was killed

in action on 18th November 1916, will be
commemorated on Sunday | Ith December
2016 at the Family Service to be held in the
Parish Church of St John the Baptist,
Feckenham.

Egbert Wakeman Gaspard Dolphin was born in
Feckenham on 30th June 1877, one of nine
children of David and Mary Ann Dolphin, neé
Lloyd. His siblings were Louisa (Ellen?), Thomas,
Stephen, Benjamin, Edgar, Eva, Emma and John.
He was Christened in Feckenham on 28th June
1885, and attended Feckenham School.

In 1905, Egbert’s brother John sailed to Canada
with his wife Alice. A little over a year later,
Egbert also sailed to Canada, but his brother
John died within days of Egbert arriving. It is
assumed that he had sailed to Canada to visit
his sick brother. Egbert stayed on in Canada,
living with John’s widow Alice, and their three
children, Avis, John, and Reenie; and he enlisted
in the Canadian Overseas Expeditionary Force
on 28th February 1916.

In August 1916 his Battalion was sent to France,
straight in to the Battle of the Somme, and by
November they were fighting between Albert
and Bouzincourt. The weather there was
mostly cold and wet, with some days of snow.
On 17th November, they were involved in the
heavy fighting known as the Battle of the Ancre
Heights, where they achieved their objectives,
one of which was the capture of Regina Trench -
where Egbert is thought to have been killed.
Egbert died, aged 39, on 18th November 1916.
He was initially buried in a battlefield grave, but
after the Armistice was reburied in Regina
Trench Cemetery.

Two examples of how the war affected other
members of Egbert’s family are:-

His niece Avis Dolphin (daughter of his

brother John) sailed from Canada on the
Lusitania, which was torpedoed by a U-Boat off

the coast of Ireland, and quickly sank, claiming
the lives of nearly two thirds of those on board.
Fortunately, Avis survived, and lived until 1996.

Egbert’s cousin David Dolphin, son of his
brother Charles from nearby Holberrow Green,
was also killed in the war, dying on 19th May
1917, aged 30.

Egbert’s name is not recorded on the
Feckenham War Memorial as there seems to
have been some confusion with the name of his
brother, who lived until 1957, when he died
aged 81.

THANKS!

Many thanks to those of you who responded
with offers and donations to our plea for a
Christmas tree for The Square. At the moment
we have a number of options - so we’re certain
that one way or another that, by the time you
read this, there’ll be a fine tree ready to twinkle
its way through the Festivities. Thanks!

CAROLS, PIES AND PUNCH!

As has become traditional in Feckenham,

Christmas proper begins on Christmas Eve

on The Square at 6.30pm. There’ll be FREE

punch, mince pies and soft

drinks for the youngsters -

- and the chance to start

- Christmas off on the right

. note as we rend the welkin

k2 with harmonious(ish) din.
Carols on The Square is

for everyone so bring your relatives, visitors or

friends and help us to sing the traditional carols

with great gusto. Carol sheets will be provided

(bring a torch or lantern to aid reading in the

dark) and there’ll be warming fires to stave off

the chills.... and there’ll be snow whether it’s

forecast or not....

The event is provided by The Square

Management Committee as a small thank you

to the village for their support over the year -

there’ll be a collection for the County Air

Ambulance.

Join us to welcome Christmas in high spirits!




‘It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas —
everywhere you go!’ Yes, once again we find
ourselves immersed in the Holiday Season, that
very special time of year when we join with our
loved ones in sharing centuries-old traditions
such as trying to find a parking space at
Redditch’s Kingfisher Shopping Centre (whilst
being charged for the privilege), Plotting with
military precision who is going where for
Christmas - and for the least possible time.
Who’s caring for Uncle Percy this year - it’s
not my turn.... Which vicar is going to do the
most Christingles this year.... Perhaps you are
getting your Christmas day menu sorted,
sourcing ingredients to make for a traditional
Christmas.

Many of the ingredients in the traditional
Christmas have an origin linking them to Jesus,
after all Christ’s Day is what we are celebrating.
We give gifts because Jesus was given gifts by
the wise men. We eat roast turkey and other
Christmas food because Christmas is the
greatest ‘feast’ of the Church. Christmas lights
remind us that Christ is the light of the world.
We have a crib to recall the story of the
nativity, the same reason why there are nativity
and the crib services. To build on the light
theme a bit more, the Christmas Crib in
Feckenham this year is Star Wars themed to
coincide with Rogue One being released -
which in itself has theological twist. Carols are
sung to praise God for the birth of Jesus. The
Christmas song, ‘The Twelve Days of Christmas’ is
packed with symbolic meaning. Look it up on
the internet! The use of evergreens reminds us
of the everlasting love of God and the
Christmas tree itself recalls the wood of the
cross and points us towards heaven. Even
Father Christmas is based on the great
Christian Saint Nicholas, whose generosity and
kindness led to him becoming the patron saint
of children. These are just some of the
Christmas customs rooted in Christianity. With
all the empbhasis on “getting”, | really hope you

have “given” this Christmas - may be to the
foodbank or my Romanian shoe box appeal —
so others can experience a great Christmas
too. For some, though, Christmas is the
loneliest and toughest time of the year.

Christmas is still full of mystery and wonder for
me. | love to count the chocolate tree
decorations and re-count them regularly to see
if anyone has noticed them missing. Why does
Feckenham have a Christmas carol service on
the Square two hours after the church has it’s
crib carol service on Christmas Eve! Why are
the sprouts always left on the plate?

One ingredient | REALLY love to see at
Christmas is Brussel sprouts. Lovely green,
round, soft sprouts in a big pile on my plate
with turkey, stuffing, and cranberry sauce.
Sprouts are a funny vegetable, because you
either love them or hate them. However as we
gather with family and friends to celebrate
Christmas, | hope we remember that Jesus
came into the world, not to be an afterthought,
like a Brussel sprout that gets a look in only
after we've enjoyed the turkey and potatoes on
our Christmas dinner. Jesus came to give us
hope in a hopeless and hurting world. The
Bible says, “Taste and see that the Lord is
good.”

Enjoy the true meaning and taste of Christmas
and the best Christmas Present you can ever
have. It doesn’t even need a gift receipt.

Happy Christmas to you and yours - Rev Gary
Crellin

Voted the Uk’s

Best Discount Club

Save money on 5
everything you ..y &

buy or use. WAREHOUSE

The Discount Club
FREE LED light bulb
for life for homeowners

Find out more - contact Marian Townsend

07957 816596




Harvest Supper - Haiti Appeal

The Haiti Appeal was launched by the British
Red Cross in early October following the
massive destruction caused when Hurricane
Matthew battered Haiti with heavy rain and
145 mph winds. A desperate situation was
made even worse for the people of Haiti by
the threat of an emerging cholera epidemic.

The Parish Harvest Supper this year was held
in the village hall on Saturday 8t October and
it was decided that money raised by the raffle
held during the Harvest Supper would be
donated to this worthy cause. The raffle raised
over £80 for the British Red Cross Haiti
Appeal and this sum was increased to £200
following a recommendation of the Giving
Committee of Feckenham Church PCC. The
PCC would like to thank everyone who
provided prizes, bought raffle tickets, or made
donations in support of the Haiti Appeal.

Mark Wheatley. (Lay Chair of Feckenham PCC)

BOXING DAY RAMBLING

For 42 years Feckenham villagers have taken
to the hills to shake off the Yuletide sloth.
Everybody is welcome to join us on our
traditional village walk on Boxing Day
afternoon. We walk about four to five miles
starting at 2pm prompt, from The Square, to
be back before it gets dark, and there’ll be a
tea & biscuit stop part way round.

It’s a sociable occasion with a bit of healthy
exercise thrown in for good measure. Bring
your Christmas guests, bring your relatives
or just come on your own. Make sure you're
waterproof and have sturdy footwear.
Come along and walk off the Christmas
dinner, give the dog a good walk (on leads
please) and possibly discover new footpaths.

48 High Street
Feckenham
B96 6HS
01527 892188

A traditional freehouse v1lla§e pub
with Food - owned and run by the
Clarke family

Proper Pub Food
at Proper Prices
Special Dishes - every day
Qualitylocally sourced meat
FullMenu available daily
Lunch & Evenings (notSundayevening)
Real Ales & Ciders
4 real ales on hand pumps every day.
Traditional ciders - fine wines
We're in the 2017 GOOD BEER GUIDE

DECEMBER at THE ROSE & CROWN
Christmas Fayre Menu
available until 23 December - pre-orders & bookings required

2 Course £15.95 - 3 Course £18.95
NEW YEAR’S EVE
£22.00 per person serving 6 — 9pm
SPARKLES Menu in the Lounge
ROSE ROOM for family dining from 6pm
Make an evening of it - bring your games
and music to play until bedtime




WHAT S ON IN FECKENHAM
2 ARQOLS

round the

o 4 «CHRISTMAS TREE
oo w MUSICMAKING Saturday 24th December
s ac THEROSE& CROWN 6.30pm on The Square

Hot Punch - Mince Pieg - Everything FREE

First T h 8
st Tuesday of every month from. fpm (lollection in aid of County Air Ambulance

NEXT SESSION: Tuesday, 6th December

Feckenham Recders GFOUp Join us on our 42nd Annual
B Nednesda, Th December - 745 BOXING DAY WALK
a5 This Mot THE SIEGE OF KRisHapUR || Monday, 26th December wf

Meet on The Square at 1.45pm
by J.6. FARRELL Walk starts at 2pm prompt

Deﬁaﬂs »me M(H‘IOD Cbuﬁe - 892285 Stout, waterproof footwear essential

Dogs on leads please - Tea stop half way round

Feckenham Forest [hEWI FECKENHAM WI

History Society ...s,...‘."%ﬁ.snﬁ‘t{ F‘:EﬁII(JENHAhM vméﬁes HALL
, 8th December - 7.30pm
MUSIG, SONGS & CHRISTMAS PASTRY & PIPING
HISTORY OF WW1 Nonmembors welcome £3.50
followed by Christmas nibbles

Tuesday, 13th December - 7.30pm
Feckenham Village Hall

Christmas Pub Opening Times
The Rose & Crown
Open all day, every day from 17th December to 2nd January
Christmas Day: 12noon to 1.30pm (Drinks only)
Food available every day (Boxing Day, New Years Day & Sundays to 3pm)
Other days food availability may vary - please call to book
New Year's Eve : Special Menu 6 - 9pm - Open for drinks to welcome in the New Year
The Forest at Feckenham
Christmas Eve and 27th to 30th December - Open as usual.
Christmas Day - Bar open 12pm-3pm. (Food - bookings only)
Boxing Day - Open from 12pm-5pm. Food 12pm-4pm.
New Year's Eve - Bar open from 12pm-1am, closing at 1.30am.
New Year's Day - open 12 - 5pm - Food from 12 to 4pm

Send details of events for FREE listing to: whatson@feckenham.f9.co.uk or call 892130




WHAT'S ON IN FECKENHAM

T

R @E@E[&‘]@@E@Ngﬂ%%@

or Prize
Bagced on the: P\;}lﬁv’l" \ CHASE

winning play by

o JOR t@;mg Wlth PEGGY MOUNT

& GORDON JACKSON
Tuesday, 27th December - 7. 30pm

at The FeckenOdeon Cinema in Feckenham Village Hall
Tickets: £5 from The Rose & Crown and Village Shop, Feckenham
Telephone 0333 666 3366* or BOOK ONLINE? at

—FECKENHAM—
VILLAGE HALL

eckenodeon.co.uk

TIM KLIPHUIS
ey Trio

GRAPELLI

“The music of Grappelli
is alive and well in the
hands of Tim Kliphuis
and his musicians’ -
Nigel Kennedy

“Playfully inventive and
technically brilliant* -
The Scotsman

“Prodigiously talented,
fearsomely fast and fun”
= Time Out

SUNDAY. 11TH DECEMBER — 7.30PM

TICKETS £10 From The Village Shop and The Rose & Crown.
Phone 0333 666 3366 Book Onllne

Send details of events for FREE listing to: whatson@feckenham.f9.co.uk or call 892130




RABBITS AND RABBITING

The FeckenOdeon is one of the very few cinemas
in the UK capable and willing to present films in
the way they would have been seen in the heyday
of the super cinema - so why not abandon the
cold turkey and the repeats on the telly and come
and wallow in luxury and nostalgia - even if you're
too young to remember! On Tuesday, 27th
December at 7.30pm we present our
Christmas Classic Comedy Double Bill
SAILOR BEWARE (u)

Peggy Mount dominates this short but fast moving
British comedy with a tour de force of a
performance as the harridan who disapproves of
everybody and everything. Shirley Eaton plays the
daughter who has her wedding plans wrecked and
the entire British character acting establishment of
the 1950s plays along with gusto.

Followed by...
I ]! E P

]

(PG)

Due to his insistence that he has an invisible six
foot-tall rabbit called Harvey for a best friend,
Elwood Dowd, a whimsical middle-aged man is
thought by his family to be insane - but he may
be wiser than anyone knows. James Mason plays
Elwood so sympathetically that you may find
yourself wishing for your own rabbity friend!

Tickets for FeckenOdeon shows are on sale at
The Village Shop and The Rose & Crown.
You can also book by phone (through TicketSource) on
0333 666 3366 or online at
www.feckenodeon.co.uk

GRAPELLI LIVES!

You may never have heard of Tim Kliphuis - he’s
a Dutch violinist - but he’s internationally
famous as the true successor to the great
Stephan Grapelli - and you don’t have to take
our word for it because Mr Grapelli agreed!

Tim’s coming to Feckenham on |1lth
December with his trio to give a concert of
music either by Grapelli or inspired by him - and
it promises to be truly spectacular.
Classically trained at the Amsterdam
Conservatoire and taught to improvise by fiery
gypsy jazz guitar legends, Tim Kliphuis combines
dazzling technical perfection and complete
musical freedom like no-one else in the world.
He has recording contracts with Sony music,
broadcasts regularly and is in demand as a
soloist with the world’s leading symphony
orchestras... but it'’s the music of Grapelli that
made his name. His Tim Kluphuis Trio is ten
years old and this concert forms part of a
celebratory tour which takes in the capitals of
Europe. A rare chance to catch a rare talent!

The Tim Kliphuis Trio Play Grapelli

Sunday, | 1th December at 7.30pm
“The music of Grappelli is alive and well in the hands
of Tim Kliphuis and his musicians” — Nigel Kennedy
Tickets for this show are on sale at
The Village Shop and The Rose & Crown,

by phone on 0333 666 3366 (local call rates) and

online at www.ticketsource.co.uk/feckenham

ON THE TILES

The Village Hall Committee is indebted to Steve
and Jenny Dalloway who have spent many hours
at weekends and evenings tiling the Hall’s
refurbished kitchen. The result is stunning and
stylish. Steve and Jenny volunteered to do the
job, measured up, sourced the tiles to the Hall’s
specification and set to work - and it wasn’t a
small task! Many thanks!
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SWANSBROOI(
Radio

MERRIE REQUESTS

Swansbrook Radio will be on air all over the
Festive Season and, because we broadcast over
the internet, we can be heard anywhere in the
world - so what better way to send a very
personal Yuletide greeting!! We'll broadcast
your musical requests together with messages to
your loved ones no matter where they are - just
e-mail radio@swansbrook.com with the
details and we’ll do the rest. If you want to make
it even more personal you can record your own
message (attach the file to your e-mail) or, if
you're in the village, we can make the recording
for you. Greetings will be broadcast in a special
“Happy Hour” show - and we must have your
details before 17th December.

HEAR THE FALLEN SOLDIER

You can hear “The Suite for The Fallen Soldier”
exclusively on Swansbrook - the entire concert
is currently available to listen to ON DEMAND
- just visit www.swansbrook.com and follow the

link.
NEW SWANS

Joining the Swansbrook team is veteran BBC
presenter Colin James. Colin was a D] back in the
days of Radio Caroline and will present a series
of music and recollections from the Golden Eras.
Also climbing on board is special reporter Gary
Crellin who'll be out and about with his
microphone both at home and abroad.

LISTEN TO THE SWANS

Just go to www.swansbrook.com and follow
the instructions you'll find there. You'll also find
programme times and details of how to register
for updates. To contact us please e-mail
radio@swansbrook.com.

Listen to YOUR Local Radio at
www.swansbrook.com

tuck for something to buy for somewhat

distant relie or a teacher or other, problem
gift person. How about a trip to the newly
formatted shop (and get a cup of coffee and a
mince pie while you are at it.)

We have a fabulous range of unusual Christmas
gift ideas from the Chocolate Genie.

Consider also mince pies, tinned Christmas
biscuits, and a variety of olives and dips.

The list of delicacies goes on... Cider and Ale
gift packs, preserved figs and cherries in kirsch.
You can put them all together in a personalised
hamper. Come to the shop for further details,
but we can make them to suit any budget.
Don't forget the Advent Calendars, cards, gift
tags and wrapping.
Seasonal shop opening times as follows:
December 24th 9am-4pm

25th & 26th closed

27th to 30th 10am-1pm
31Ist 9am-Ipm o

January Ist [0am-Ipm

2nd 9am-4pm

this month
What's O 8t ock & BRaLey

BREAKAWAY
CHRISTMAS LUNCH
Bradley Green Village Hall

GARDENING CLUB

Bradley Green Village Hall
7.30 pm

For more information see

STOCK & BRADLEY CHRONICLE
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PETER R. YARNOLD

CARPENTRY & JOINERY
Quality hand made joinery in
hardwood or softwood.
Windows, door, stairs, conservatories

and furniture
Meadow Cottage, Agmore Lane,
Tardebigge, Bromsgrove.
Tel.: 01527 873552
Mobile: 07717 102604

CORNELL

‘{/\\zj Esta?lished Over 40 Years
¢ Chimney Sweep

Clean & Efficient - Brush & Vacuum

Competitive Prices - Cowl Fitting

Graeme Buthn
OI21 445 5913
0754 587 6475
46 Oxford Road, Moseley, Birmingham B13 9ER

TAYLORS

SOLICITORS

For all your legal needs

* Probate

* Affairs of the Elderly

* Lasting Powers of
Attorney & Deputyships

* Wills, Trusts and
Inheritance Tax matters

e Conveyancing
Buying, selling or remortgaging a property

1 Mason Rd, Headless Cross,

Redditch. B97 5DA - Easy Parking

Home visits available

01527 544221

Lexcel www.faylorssolicitors.com @’m s
Requluted by the Solicitors Regulation Authority — No 515404

THE IRONING CENTRE

16 Feckenham Read
Astwood Bank

{ANext to Astwood Smiles Nursery
The Old Coach House)

IRONING
LAUNDERING
DRY CLEANING
REPAIRS & ALTERATIONS
SHOE REFAIRS
COLLECTION & DELIVERY

01527 894040

7
COLOR CODE MOTORS

ACCIDENT & REPAIR SPECIALIST
COLOUR MATCHING 100% GUARANTEED
LOW BAKE OVEN

FIBREGLASS & RESORATION WORK
FLEET & COMMERCIAL REPAIRS

LEE HALL-ANNISON

UnitA, Green Lane, The Slough, Studley, Warks. B80 7EY

TELEPHONE: 01527 854155

Building, Roofing,
Maintenance & Repair
Structural Alterations
Re-roofing,Landscaping
Brickwork Contractor
Garden Design

t:01386 793 164

Venables

Property Services
Bean hall mill, moors lane,
feckenham, worcs B96 6JJ

Bray Maintenance Services Limited
Your LOCAL Gardening Service

Lawnmowing - Turfing

Garden Clearance - Fencing
High Pressure Surface Gleaning
of driveways, patios, elc.

For FREE quote call Carl Bray
01386 791518 or 07970 271653




It was a cold grey day in late November. The
weather had changed overnight, when a
backing wind brought a granite sky and a
mizzling rain with it, and although it was now
only a little after two o'clock in the afternoon
the pallor of a winter evening seemed to have
closed upon the hills, cloaking them in mist. It
would be dark by four.

Thanks Daphne du Maurier, that sums up the
last couple of weeks.

The season now seems like an age ago, but
next season will be with us before we know it
and there is no letting up in our preparations
for next season. Steve and Neil have been at
work on the pitch to lift any traces of moss,
aeration of the square is happening soon and
Mat and Jane are fettling the clubhouse as
Christmas beckons.

The 2017 season will be momentous for
Feckenham Cricket Club, with both the first
and second teams having gained promotion to
their top divisions for the first time in decades.
We are fortunate to have two very strong
teams with exciting players in both the batting
and bowling areas. However, a condition of
playing in Division | is that we field a third
team so....

WE NEED MORE PLAYERS

So whether or not you have played cricket
before but would like to — PLEASE contact us.
We are a friendly bunch and new players of any
level of skill or experience will be welcomed —
just call one of the numbers at the foot of this
piece, even if you have never played before.

Recently the focus has been the annual
Firework Display which this year was held on
Friday 4t» November. We were blessed with a
dry but cold night and several hundred people
made it down Mill Lane to the ground, being
greeted by the largest bonfire yet and a
tremendous firework display (spontaneous
applause at one point suggested that the crowd

enjoyed it). The BBQ was worked hard —
probably too hard judging by the length of the
queues - and the indoor and outdoor bars were
busy throughout the evening.

We look to improve this event, so if you have
any ideas on how it could be improved do please
contact the club using either one of the contacts
below or our new Facebook site:
https://www.facebook.com/feckenhamecc/

Next on the agenda is the club's annual
presentation night on Friday 25th Nov (7pm
start) at Redditch Golf Club at which players
receive awards in recognition of their efforts.
Tickets are £20 per person and a 3 course meal
is included . Anyone wishing to join us should
contact Matt on 07766 39633

Finally, contacts for anyone interested in playing
or just to find out more about the club:

Neil Evans (Chair): 07985 214850
Bob Gordon (Vice Chair) : 07749 884062

or call the Clubhouse Thu-Fri evenings of Sat-Sun
from noon on (01527) 892797 and ask for Matt.

FROM
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GASTRO

TEAM

The Forest offers imaginative
cuisine, fine wines and real ales
allin a friendly atmosphere.

1 Droitwich Road,
Feckenham, B96 6JE.
01527 894422

t Feckenham

SFOFI‘GQ
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This Month’s MEETING - Wednesday
7th

December at 7.30pm

Following a brief AGM, Adrian James will give a
talk about plants for the various seasons, and
describes some of the plants particularly
suitable for Christmas time. Adrian and his
wife

Sheila garden locally in Offenham and open
their garden under the National Gardens
Scheme.

The theme for our monthly competition will be
'Coloured Stems'. Our speaker will act as
judge,

and every entry will win a point, and Ist, 2nd,
and 3rd will be awarded additional points. The
member with the most number of points in the
year will be awarded a prize of a year's
subscription to the Gardening Club, at this
December meeting.

Please note that the £10.00 annual subscription
renewal becomes due on Ist January 2017, and
that because we meet for the dinner event in
January, renewals should best be made at this
December meeting. Please make cheques
payable to 'Stock and Bradley Gardening Club'.

ANNUAL DINNER - Wednesday |8th
January 2017 at 7.00pm for 7.30pm

We return to the Wheelbarrow Castle at
Radford, near Inkberrow for our annual dinner
event. Note that prior booking is essential and
if you have not yet booked, please contact
Dinny Pynsent on 01527 821355 to reserve
your places. The cost of the dinner is £20.00
per person.

Club meetings are held on the first Wednesday of
each month at the Village Hall, Church Road,
Bradley Green starting at 7.30pm, and are free to
members for an annual subscription of £10.00.
Visitors are made very welcome and may attend

for

theWI

INSPIRING WOMEN

This month our meeting is on Thursday
8th December at 7.30pm in the Village Hall
Back Room. We shall be welcoming John
Morris, who with Christmas in mind will be
showing us how to make Mince Pies with a
twist, which includes a piped topping - There
will be samples....!

festive refreshments as well. And there !

The Committee will be providing

will be a special raffle to raise funds for
preservation work on Denman College.
Visitors very welcome (£4 including
refreshments)

House-Boxes were collected on Saturday

| 5th October. The total collected for the
year October 2015/16 is £864.50. This again is
an amazing figure and | must thank all those
concerned. Thank you also for the donations.
£53.00 was received on the day.

This is my last year for opening boxes.

Ann Matthews, 8 The Square, Feckenham Tel
01527 892180 is taking over as Local Secretary.

Thank you all for the help and support | have
received over the years. Please continue to
support Ann.

the linca clinic
Cosmetic and Laser Specialists
Call for Friendly Advice
w
Barbourne Health Centre

44 Droitwich Road, Worcester. WR3 7LH
01905 26918 -www.lineaclinic.co.uk
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HARDWOOD

LOGS

FOR SALE
NO _DELIVERY CHARGE

TREE TOPPING
HEDGE CUTTING
GARDEN CILEARANCE
Telephone anytlime:

01905 620934

(ool

Climate

Air Conditioning Systems
for your Home, Office or Business
Mr Simon Baker
Tel.: 01527 892823 or 07736 447705

E-mail: simon@coolclimate.co.uk
Web: http://www.coolclimate.co.uk

Can’t think what to do with your

garden?
Let me help! Z

,
i

&)
o

§* Claire Ellis =/
Complete Gardens
Design & Planting
Maintenance & Rejuvenation
Consultancy

= 07773 101750 or 01527 894745

Heating Engineer

Gas appliances serviced & repaired:
central heating boilers, gas fires, cookers,
water heaters & warm air heating units.

¥ Landlord Certification
_ﬁ Commercial boilers serviced & repaired
¥ LPG services

Tel/Fax: 0121 258 2041

Mobile: 07973110138

MOT Testing Station

Servicing & Repair to all makes

Tel: 01527 892483

Landscaping
Jeff Annand Contracting Ltd.

Blockpaving - Ponds - Patios - Groundwork
& General Property Maintenance

Free Quotes
References available
Fully Insured

Tel: 07968 668906
or 01527 894745

MAIDS

WITH CARE

Maids with Care is a family run
cleaning company for the domestic

~ ]
@ 2
and commercial business sectors.

Our services include:
Regular and one-off cleans ® Deep and spring cleans

Moving in and out cleans » Property letting
Holiday cover  Oven cleaning « Window cleaning

Ironing e Carpet and upholstery cleaning
We employ, insure and CRB check our staff.
To arrange a sparkling clean ring 01527 401822
e-mail:info@ maidswithcare.co.uk
www.maidswithcare.co.uk

WD & NM Willison Ltd

Land Repair & Maintenance
Fencing & Groundworks
Livestock Management & Care
Hay / Straw / Logs

Free estimates - over 20 years experience
Based locally in Bradley Green
Mob: 07825034320 / Tel: (01527)821589

Email: wwdandnmltd@gmail.com
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Traditional Blacksmithing
Restoration/repair
Metal work for home & garden
Mobile VWelding

www.artmetal.co uk
Tel/Fax 01527 821500
Mobile 07973 517781

JW & AJBARRETT LTD] (:%g: Direct [loors ’
Craftsmen in Metal e IHome service

( Carpets * Vinyls* Wood-floors * Laminates)

] Mobile showroom to your home
| Save up to 30% on shop prices
1 Over 3000 samples on our van

B 01527-894777

n www.direct-floors.co.uk

Furniture moved & carpets uplifted , .
\ for OAP’'S & disabled free of charge | i,

AR ATR CONDITIONING SERVICING

rgy 4 A\ WA
AUTOTECH
Motor Vehicle Services - MOT Centre
TEL: 01527 892254
1 Queen Street. Astwood Bank
All Car & Light Vehicle Repairs & Servicing

Free Collection & Delivery - Breakdown & Recovery
Tyre Fitting While U Wait

TYRES EXHAUSTS BATTERIES TYRES

aowbrook Gamle,,_s

Imaginative high quality landscaping
Patios & garden walls
Ponds & water features
Swimming pool & ponds fibreglassed
Also Pond & Patio cleaning
Fencing & Hedge cutting
Local, friendly service, references available
Call Glenn - 01905 937852
Mobile 07792613020

ROz Lowe
McTimoney Chiropractor

and Homoeopath
For information and appointments

Phone 07989 986889
CTIMONEY

CHIROPRACTIC

www.mctimoneychiropractic.co.uk

Bennett Decoration
Painting & Decorating
Interior & Exterior

\J ® First Class Work

=~ Tel: 01527 893162
Mob: 0797 3627269
Free Estimates

‘Purradise’

BOARDING CATTER
Earls Common i
Himbleton

01905 391643

Jane Moule

B ﬂ TRUST
[ (= H e MARK W ElR
-
APPROVED s romf:-:l:' £

CONTRACTOR [

Electrician

All types of domestic, retail and commercial electrical work
Fully Qualified 17th Edition, Design, Testing, Replacing Consumer Units
Installation and Maintenance. All work fully certified and insured

Tel:- 01386 870931 Mob:- 07771 616189

Marchwood Maintenance Company
Orchard House, Finch Lane, Harvington, Worcestershire, WR11 8NY
trevor@marchwoodmaintenance.co.uk




RAY

BRAY SE

MoBILE: O7970 263779
184 THE RIDGEWAY, ASTWOOD BANK

EE SURGEONS

TREE SURGERY - HEDGE TRIMMING -
LOPPING, PRUNING - STUMP REMOVAL =

TEL: 01527 892828

9
\A
B R ‘.\. ~'

FULLY INSURED - NPTC CERT.

FIRST CHOICE IN LANDSCAPING SUPPLIES

COMPLETE RANGE OF SAND & GRAVELS,
ROCKERY STONE & WATER FEATURES,
RECYCLED & QUARRIED STONE,

TOP SOIL, TURF, BARK & CEMENT
READY MIX CONCRETE &

CPCS TRAINING ALSO AVAILABLE ON SITE
CAN BE DELIVERED LOOSE OR IN BULK BAGS
DAILY DELIVERIES TO YOUR AREA

01527 893343

NATIONAL AWARD WINNING COMMUNITY SHOP

Sho

Droitwich Road, Feckenham

* Coffee Shop

* Local Produce
Deli PY

Weekdays 8am - é6pm

Saturday 9am - 4pm
Sunday 10am - Ipm

e Village o

Op-

[ ]
W feckenhamshop.co.uk R

T 01527 894475 CfwiE)

J ONATHAN SPROULE & SONS LTD
(MASTER BUILDERS)

4 = 20 Years Experience
Sl SPECIALISTS IN
b CHARACTER & PERIOD PROPERTIES
HOUSE EXTENSIONS & RENOVATIONS
Mere Green Cottage, Hanbury, Worcs. WR9 7DZ

Tel: 07973 445048 & 07976 826065 Fax: 01527 821452
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