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Feckenham News in December

December
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I’'m sorry to say that |

missed the village

bonfire which, from

the photos | have

seen, was a great

success. Our

pyrotechnic expert,

Lewis Stacey, who

has returned

annually to the

village to set off the

fireworks deserves a huge thanks. He is
stepping down now and | hope he has
found someone to fill his shoes.

Why did she miss Bonfire Night, you might
wonder? Yet again | was on my travels. This
time to North India and Nepal. It was full on
in every way: the loudness and organised
chaos of Indian cities, getting up very early
most days to see such things as the Taj
Mahal at dawn, sunrise over the Ganges
and another sunrise over Annapurna South
in Nepal as well as making early starts while
trekking. Now we are home for a rest if
possible before Christmas.

| have received many greetings for the
village Christmas Card which is generously
funded by the Church so that all donations
go to our chosen charity: The Trussell Trust
who run many food banks that are sadly
much needed. Thanks to those who have
donated. | received so many greetings that
there was no room for the one from Martin
and myself. So, Merry Christmas to one and
all and a hope for a more peaceful 2025
around the world.

Now we look forward to Christmas in
Feckenham and the joyous start on
Christmas Eve of Carols on the Square.
Come along for mulled wine or soft drinks,
mince pies and and possibly the only
guaranteed snow to be seen for a while.

I’'m always pleased to receive pictures or
articles which relate to the village however
tenuously...



Stop Press: Christmas Greeting

Jan and Alan
Wish all their friends and neighbours A
Happy Christmas and a fulfilling 2025

This month Suzi Mitchell of Iris and Ivy
Flowers in Cookhill gave us a wreath
making demonstration.The wreath was
raffled at the end of the session. It was a
fun evening and Suzi explained to us, not
only the method but also her ethos of using
British flowers, particularly those she has
grown herself.

The next meeting is on 16" December and
the speaker is Margaret Green ,talking
about her work with the charity Mission
Morogoro and her recent visit to Tunguli in
Tanzania.

Meetings take place on the third Monday
of each month. Doors open at 7.45 and
the meeting starts at 8pm. Members are
free and guests are £5. Contact Jen Cary
for more details 07773 883 039.



Village Notices

T4U CHRISTMAS SHOEBOX
APPEAL 2024

Thank you, all so very

much for the love you

have sent to a child in

need this Christmas,

what a difference your

boxes will make to these

children! Many are

going through such

frightening, tough and traumatic times, for
other children your boxes will most probably
be the only gifts that they will receive this
Christmas. It’s all so terribly sad, but your
kindness and generosity will be sure to give
these children a truly magical Christmas,
and | am certain that all of your special gifts
will be treasured !

I will let you know just where our boxes
were distributed next month.

As we think about the children on
Christmas day, let us all hope and pray that
they will all have better times ahead.

On behalf of the children, their families,
and myself, may | wish you all

a Very Happy and Peaceful Christmas
YOUR BOXES REALLY DO CHANGE LIVES

Thank you, Lin

Below is a cutting from a WW1 newspaper
shared on Facebook by Jayne Walker, John
Hicks’ daughter. Very fitting to share over
the Remembrance Weekend. | share it here
with her permission

Feckenham Artisans in Pershore

Feckenham Artisans are pleased to
announce their forthcoming
exhibition “Artists Empowered” at
Number 8, High Street, Pershore.
from 21/11 to 16/12 (2D art) and
28/11 to 15/01 (3D art) . Number 8 is
a gallery/theatre/cinema with a
lovely coffee shop in this charming
Worcestershire town. More
information can be found on their
website , www.number8.org

This is the first time that the group
have ventured out en masse to a
public gallery so they hope some of
you may pop along. Other events are
in the pipeline for 2025 including the
Long Gallery at Hanbury Hall.




Children on Halloween. Photo sent in by
Sally Yates






CHURCH SERVICES

PARISH CHURCH of ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST

Vicar: Fr Glenn Reading 01527 894436
vicar@feckenhamchurch.org.uk
Church Warden: Vacant
For Weddings, Baptisms & Funerals please contact Fr
Glenn
Website: www.feckenhamchurch.org.uk

Services for December 2024

1st December 10.30am  Eucharist Fr Glenn Reading

8t December  9.00am BCP Communio Rev Fiona Carter
10.30am  Family Service Rev Fiona Carter

15" December 6.30pm Nine Lessons & Carols Fr Glenn Reading
22nd December 10.30am Eucharist Fr Glenn Reading

24th December 10.30am Crib Service Rev Fiona Carter
10.00pm Evening Mass Rev Fiona Carter

25% & 29th December - No service

Drop in (in church)
Wednesday at 10.30am - 12.00pm
11~ December

All are welcome (coffee and cake)

FECKENHAM ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
St John Fisher & Thomas More

Mass will not be held at St John Fisher and Thomas More until further notice.

Mount Carmel 6 pm Sunday Mass is now the Live Streamed Mass.

Link: www.eventcast.uk/live (Type the link into the browser)

Fr. Anthony Rohan, The Presbytery, Redditch. Tel 63096
Local contact: Phylis Mott, Feckenham. Tel 893898




10



11



12



13



14



When Santa Started from Our House by Ada Baylis

We'll leave the children's toys with Nan'
they said,

And pick them up when they are safely in
bed;

Then all the family took up this cue, They
either brought or sent their presents too.
On Christmas Eve my son came with his van,
I'll take them all in one go if | can;

We lashed two "bikes" on the old roof rack,
Then started in to pile up the back.

A horse on wheels, a scooter too, one doll's
cot and a tricycle blue;

Two teddy bears, two elephants grey,

A large doll's pram with covers gay.

Then into the pram went bits and pieces,
Little presents for Uncles, Aunts, Cousins
and Nieces,

Guns in holsters, carpenters sets, books and
games,

All neatly packed with tabs and names.

Six Christmas stockings we found room for,
And then we had to tie the door;

We filled the passenger seat up too,

With a couple of dolls, and still we had more
to do.

Some of the gifts were left behind,

The reason for this was easy to find,

one of our grandchildren was coming to
stay,

So that we could share his Christmas Day.
And as our son started off with his load,

The people who were walking along the
road;

Just stood to stare, and then to smile,

At the little green van with its gorgeous pile.
Our hearts were bursting with joy that night,
Even the stars seemed to shine more bright;
Children's carols filled the air,

The spirit of Christmas was everywhere.

We gave thanks to God for His gifts to us,
Seven beautiful children, the cause of this
fuss;

For the chance to give them such fun and
pleasure,

And for this marvellous memory to treasure.

From REDDITCH INDICATOR & ALCESTER
CHRONICLE, DEC. 22 1967

She claimed once that she was
never lucky when it came to
wmnmg competitions. But now,
Mrs. Ada Baylis has hit a winning
streak. Back in August, Mrs Baylis
a youthful 60, won the Link
magazine's Happy Memory
competition.

And now she'swinner again—of
the Link's Happiest Christmas
competition.

Last time Mrs. Baylis of 1210
Evesham Road Astwood Bank
thought of bu¥|n§ something to
remind herself of the competition.
But this time she is giving her £10
prize to Dr. Barnardo's - a
charming gesture.

lPl}_?to: Ada Bayis is seated on the
e
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As | write this month’s article on a
gloriously sunny autumn morning,
it’s difficult to imagine that
Christmas is only six weeks away.
That means that we don't have too
long to prepare the Shop for the
festive season. We will, of course, be
making sure we have plenty of
delicious Christmas goodies to tempt
you. These will include seasonal
cakes, biscuits, sweet treats and a
full range of products on our
extensive deli counter --- the game
pies are a particular favourite at this
time of year. Should your drinks
cabinet become depleted don't
forget we have plenty of emergency
beer and wines just to help you out.
We will also be open during the
period between Christmas and New
Year in case you have to restock on
day to day essentials, so there's no
need to do a ten mile round journey
for a bottle of milk! In fact the only
days we will be closed are Christmas
Day, Boxing day and New Year’s Day.
Even our dedicated team of
Volunteers are entitled a bit of time
off to spend with their families. So
after a some persuasion and arm
twisting | am delighted to state that
the Village Shop will be open for
your business during the following
hours,

Tuesday 24+ December 8am - 2pm
Wednesday 25~ December CLOSED
Thursday 26+ December CLOSED
Friday 27+ December 8am - 4pm
Saturday 28~ December 9am - 4pm
Sunday 29+ December 10am - 1pm

Monday 30+ December 8am --4pm
Tuesday 31st December 9am - 4pm
Wednesday 1+ January CLOSED
Thursday 2~ January resume normal
hours

As usual at this time of year,
Margaret Green has hand knitted
some beautiful Christmas
decorations, the proceeds of which
are sent to Project Morogoro in East
Africa. These unique items make
lovely gifts or can be used to adorn
your Christmas Tree. They are on
display in the Shop so take a look
the next time you visit us, | am sure
that you will be impressed.

If you are out and about during the
festive season, maybe for a ramble
or some dog walking, call in and see
us and enjoy a delicious hot
chocolate. So Merry Christmas and
thank you for supporting your
Village Shop throughout the year.
We are looking forward to a
successful 2025 and | hope you are
too.
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December, the last month of the year.
By the time the month is over we shall
have passed the shortest day and,
although in the heart of winter, the days
shall have begun to grow longer and the
new year growing season will have
started.

As with all the other autumn and winter
months in December | throw as much
feed onto my veg beds as | can get hold
of.

Each year since | began my plot | have
tried to make more compost, although it
is difficult to create enough for all of the
allotment needs. Most of what | make
goes onto the land as feed and | tend to
buy in good organic compost for the
germination of seeds and potting on of
young seedlings.

| am quite particular about what goes
into my compost bays. Leaves and
weedings from on the plot are ok, but |
try to avoid weeds that are seeding so
as not to be spreading weed seeds on
the allotment as | feed. All my vegetable
peelings go into my compost heap,
plenty of horse muck and chicken muck

Rotten leaves make the best composted
feed in my opinion, | rake up the fallen

leaves from the trees around my plot
and get them mixed in my heaps, the
more leaf mould the better.

In January/February | turn my compost
heap and mix them together into one big
heap. As | do this | remove the bottom
layer of the heaps, usually forming into
usable compost by then and get it
spread and forked into beds that | shall
be using to grow in first early in the year.
Onions, shallots, cabbage and potato
beds, any plot that | shall be sowing or
planting in early spring. Once my 3
heaps are 1 heap | leave it composting
until March/April when | spread and fork
it into beds across the plot.

On the growing and harvesting side of
things, obviously not a lot is going on at
this time of year, although | am still
harvesting leeks, parsnips and
Jerusalem artichoke. All of which | have
grown plenty of.

In store | still have my largest and
second largest Jamaican pumpkin and a
New Zealand pumpkin. Quite a few
onions, plenty of garlic still and even a
couple of large courgettes, | find
courgettes store well in with the squash.

Then, of course, there is any bottled or
preserved produce that | have put away.
Of all my bottled (in jars) produce this
winter my favourite has been my own
haricot beans in tomato sauce. I've
eaten them all now but was so pleased
with how they turned out | shall try and
grow a large line of haricot beans this
coming year.

So, in looking forward to the turn over of
the year at the end of the month | wish
all a season’s greeting and a plentiful
New Year on the plot.
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Rob Cole’s Gardening Tips

In last month’s Feckenham News, |
described my basic method for sowing seeds
of hardy plants, and | will continue this
month with the aftercare system.

AFTERCARE

| break with convention when it comes to
where the pots and trays are kept after
sowing. TV advice says ‘on a sunny window
sill’, or a heated propagator, yet others say in
a frame or greenhouse. | place all of my
hardy plant seed pots and trays OUTSIDE in
a fully open, but never hot, situation — NOT
on a ‘sunny window sill’, NOT in a heated
propagator, NOT in the greenhouse, NOT in
a cold frame, but OUTSIDE in a simple,
shallow, timber box with a removable mesh
lid to give some protection against mice,
birds, and slugs and snails. The lid is a basic
timber frame covered in shading mesh.

The one thing you must remember is DON'T
ALLOW THEM TO DRY OUT.

GERMINATION

All being well germination will occur when
the seed is ready! With some species, this is
within a matter of a few days, most within
eight weeks, and just a few take a year or
longer - so don’t be in a hurry to throw away
the pot. Eryngium, Helleborus,
Paeonia,Trillium and Cyclamen fall into this
long germination category. Keep the
seedlings moist, but not wet, at all times.

POTTING ON

Around April time, when the seedlings are
showing plenty of growth, you can pot them
on - and this is the rewarding bit. Seedlings
from pots can be carefully turned out of the
pot and the ball of compost dropped
(gently) on the bench to encourage them to
separate (the sieved compost and the grit at
the bottom of the pot help enormously to
ensure easy separation of the seedlings). If
the seedlings are small, or the roots damage

easily, pot up the seedlings in clumps (don’t
be greedy - 10 good clumps is better than 30
miffy individuals). Don’t try and pot on
seedlings if they are in wet compost - allow
it to dry out a fair bit first. If you don't, the
compost will be heavy and clinging and the
chances of root damage are high.

| pot everything directly into a 100mm (4”)
square pot using a commercial peat free
compost - by the time they are potted they
will be wanting to grow away vigorously and
will need plenty of space for the expanding
root system.

For cell grown seedlings, make sure that
they have grown plenty of roots before
trying to remove them from the cells,
otherwise the rootball will not hold together
as a ‘plug’. You can either pot up the plugs,
or plant them directly where they are to
grow.

POSTSCRIPT

Growing hardy plants from seed is really
very easy and straightforward, and once you
have had a success or two, you will be
hooked - and your garden will be the richer.
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Stock and Bradley Gardening Club Report

CLUB MEETING — Wednesday 6th November 2024

At our November meeting, members were entertained by Diane Clement who
gave a very informative talk entitled ‘The Dark Months — Not Just
Snowdrops’ in which she described and illustrated many flowering plants and
bulbs which gave colour in the gloomy months from November to February.

NEXT MEETING — Wednesday 4+ December 2024

Our next meeting commences with our brief AGM, followed by a
demonstration of ‘Christmas Wreath Making’ by Chrissy Barnes.

The theme for the monthly competition will be ‘Holly’.

Club meetings are normally held on the first Wednesday of each month at the
Village Hall, Church Roaag Bradley Green starting at 7.30pm, and are free to
members for an annual subscription of £5.00 for 2024. Visitors are made
very welcome and may attend ]Zojr £3.00 per meeting.

If you require any further information, ring Rob Cole (Chairman) on 07544
832052.
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The weather was (reasonably) kind to us and so the annual bonfire and fireworks display
took place a few days ago. A good crowd turned up and so the bar and particularly the
barbecue were kept busy, while dozens of children were hurtling around with their junior
light sabres. The bonfire was enormous and thanks to Rob Banner's preparation was soon
ablaze and threatening the guy (a second and final outing by the club's scarecrow entry).
Lewis Stacey and his team expertly dealt with the pyrotechnics and the firework display
was truly breathtaking — the crowd's reaction at its climax was evidence of that — that was
a very good display.

So, heartfelt thanks go to the many people that were involved in making November 2nd
2024 very special indeed.

One of our long-time (and | mean long time) cricketing stalwarts is Joe Davis, who will be
known to many in the village. 50 years ago Joe was a prolific hitter of the ball and a
fearsome fast bowler — and he has never stopped playing! Although a shy and retiring
chap, he is a regular in the Worcestershire Over 70 team and is still knocking the ball all
over the field at the age of 80 — a remarkable example to all those who give up sport in
their early years. Here are just a few examples of the scores that Joe has achieved in the
2024 season:

66 not out v Wales

75 not out v Warwickshire

65 not out v Wales (in the return match)

78 against Devon

82 not out v Wiltshire

100 not out v Somerset

87 against Wales (once again, they came back for more)
101 not out v Wiltshire

Joe has simply not stopped loving cricket and has asked me to pass on his disappointment
at the number of youngsters that stop playing in their teenage years rather than continue
with a sport that develops teamwork and self-reliance. Lecture over.

After 7-8 years | have stepped down as Chairman but will still continue to help my
successor and support the club.
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