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Redditch B97 5XP
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Feckenham News in December

In the magazine:

Look out for plans for Christmas in the village particularly
Christmas Carols around the tree on Christmas Eve. Also,
you'll see that Studley Day Time Wi have invited thase
interestad to join their group. Look cut for an opportunity
for young people to get invelved with Swansbrook Radio.

Dates for your diary

December
1st 5&B Gardening Club
Studley Lunch Time Wil
5th The Ghost of a Smile - Village Hall
Tth Lunch Club

Feckenham Sessions

Sth Parish Council Surgery 2-4pm
Book Club

24th Carols on the Square 6.30pm

26th Boxing Day Walk

27th Local hero - Feckenodeon

lanuary

20th Parish Council Surgery 7.30-9pm

Regular Sessions
Pilatas Thursdays

Feckenham Sessions  First Tuesday each month

Production Team

lan Bellion - What's On
Jen Cary - Newshound
Jo Warrilow - Distribution

Mary Smith - Advertising
Gilly Cooper - Editor

fnadvertising@btinternet.com

feckenhamnews@gmail.com
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here's a lot

more going on
in the village these
days and I've also
heen really
gratified to see
that people are
sending me articles
and information for
the magazine. | continue to want pieces
about our small businesses as well as
from the young people, and anything
else you think might be of interest to
villagers. If you aren’t a writer, just send
me an email and | can help. You will
always have the last say on what goes to
print. Bring it on!

Many of us took the ocpportunity to go to
lan Ridley and lulian Bull's exhibition
which was spectacular and also raised a
phenomenal £2000+ for charity. Well
done them. Mext up was the Cricket
Club's Bonfire and Firework Display.
Fantastically organised and well attended
- even the weather was kind to us. Of
course, we have had Remembrance Day.
Who would not be moved by the sound
of the bugle at 11am on Remembrance
Sunday?

Mext, I'm looking forward to Christmas
Carols on the village green. The tree, this
year, has been kindly sourced and
donated Brett and Sharon Lavin of
Feckenham. Personally, my Christmas
really starts at this event. Let’s attend
but keep ourselves safe by not getting
too close to each other as we partake of

mulled wine and mince pies.How
beautifully back to normal that will be.

Sometimes things just seem to line up
and are a call to action. This month, by
complete coincidence, the subject of
disahility and access are mentioned in
the magazine. The Carter family have
many years of caring for Cayla who is a
long term wheelchair user. Though her
mum, Rose, does not complain, she
mentioned how difficult it is to get
around the village or take longer walks
safely with a wheelchair. Even getting on
the recreation ground proves difficult
from the car park. The impact is not just
on Cayla, It meant her sister was also
unable to see all of the ‘wilder’ parts of
the village while she was young. We also
have a letter from Mick Ralphs
expressing his gratitude to all the
villagers who help him as a recently
disabled person.

I wonder how many other people with
physical disability or parents with babies
and toddlers have difficulties getting
around the village. Is this something that
we, as a community, should be thinking
about and work towards improvements?

[ HELP FOR YOU if you are self-isolating )
From Volunteers Co-ordinated by Feokenham Facebook
Group & Parish Councll

A promp of local wohanbeers fam the wilage ars avaibhle o assag you with
FICKING UF SHOFPIMG, ar FOSTIMNG MAIL, picking up LRGEMT
SLIPPLIES (including medications) ar just Baving a FRIENDLY PHOME CALL
during thiz challenging time when mary people are being advised to self-
e i they are either winerable or il

I you would lke some help then please concact JANE BULL Clerk to
Fedeenham Parsh Counol either on 891521 or
clerk. feckenhampoiifeckenham.com and we will be In touch (& the
help i free!l Any goods will be left on your doarstep, More updates on our
local redios swanshroak com

HGOTE: Coronwina ix comtugioun. Plass ks svery precasticn tn smurs jou sr qrading
ik bivdrat = A physasl ool [beef ol bast Be Si e b olberh s
Wik pour hands regularly
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Square Management

Committee

BLOOMING LOVELY...

The Square’s team of volunteers have
replaced the flower tubs at the Mill Lane
end of The Square and replanted them.
Once again thanks are due to the good folks
at Botany Bay Nurseries who donated the
plants - we're most grateful and they look
wonderful. Some of the older tubs were =iill
useable and these have been re-sited at The
Village Shep and at the post box corner.

TREEMENDOUS!

The Square will soon be graced by a 25t
Christmas tree. This is the gift of Brett and
Sharon Lavin to whom we owe a debt of
gratitude for their most generous gesture.

The tree will be erected by volunteers on
the morning of Saturday, 4th December...
and if you're feeling strong you might like to
pop along to help. Just come to The Sguare
at around 10am. It should only take an hour
at most.

CAROLS ARE ON!

Yes, Cinderella, you shall go to the ball and
there will be Carols on The Sguare again this
year! The popular Christmas Eve event,
complete with mulled wine, mince pies and
guaranteed snow, will swing into merry
action at around 6.30pm when the festive
lights will be ceremonizlly switched on - and
enthusiastic carol singing will ensue. This
year there'll even be a proper choir to lead
the singing.

If you're new to the village do please come
along - and bring your festive visitors too.

It"s Feckenham's way of welcoming
Christmas, so abandon the present
wrapping, turkey stuffing and sprout peeling
- come to The Square and enjoy a warm
communal hour with your fellow
Feckenhamsters. It's all free - provided by
The Square Committee as our way of saying
thank you for all the support the village
gives us throughout the year. There'll be a
bucket collection in aid of the Air Ambulance
- 50 please be generous - you never know
when you might need ene!

SPECTRE AT THE FEAST...

Of course, Covid-19 is still with us. Inevitably
this event draws large numbers of people
but there's plenty of space for you to spread
out a little more than usual. The Committee
will take obvious precautions - there’ll be
hand sanitiser on tap, velunteers will wear
masks, food and drink will be portioned and
on a self-service basis.. but ultimately it's
up to you to make sure you stay safe. We
believe it's possible for all of us to enjoy a
near normal celebration as long as we all
use a bit of merry common sense!

CAROLS ON THE SQUARE - 24th DECEMBER -
6.30pm

Christmas Lunch CLub

his will be on Tuesday 7th December at
T 12.30pm.

The lunch will be the usual Christmas
extravaganza of turkey with all the
trimmings.

If you wish to join the festivities please
ring Ann on 892180.



e were saddened to hear that Christian

Forgaard following a long illness, died on
Friday,22nd October.His family moved to live
here from Norway and he pracficed as 2
solicitor in Birmingham. He lived with Gloria
and family at The Roaokery, just on the
Feckenham side of the boundary with Bradley
Green,
Christian firmly believed that playing 2 partin
the community was important. He made
generous contributions in both villages. He was
a governor of the village school, took part
regularly at the school in “Open the Book”
presentations and excelled standing in for
Father Christmas, also at school. He regularly
delivered the magazines in this locality until
four weeks ago.
He much enjoyed living in this area and shared
his enthusiasm for the local countryside and our
location.
The Christian faith was of key importance to
Christian and he played a most active part at
both churches and he will be greatly missed.
Christian was a good man - generous,
enthusiastic and contributed greatly.
To the family and from all of us who knew him,
loved and admired him, we share the family's
sadness.
John Calvert

ear Friends,

Melissa and | were delighted to be with so
many at Feckenham for our delayed “farewell”.
It was a special service for us both (and a
chance for Melissa to be a “real Deacon” after
her ordination!). It was so good to see people
without the square frame of the computer
around their heads!. Your gifts to us were
amazingly generous. The wine was an excellent
choice and the chegque will ensure a holiday
next year, we think!

Thank you so much for your friendship over the
past 9 years and we take so many good and
happy memeories with us,

God's blessing be on us all!

with best wishes,

Melissa and Wyn

D ear Editor,

As a recently disabled person , 1 would like
to comment on and praise the local businesses
and organisations within Feckenham , for the
efforts they are making to accommeodate those
of us with limited mobility. Life can be very
restrictive when you are no longer fully mobile,
so it is really appreciated when people go out of
their way to make you feel normal again .

Far example , | would like to say a big thank you
to Volunteers at the Feckenodeon who have
enabled me to enjoy evenings in the Village Hall
by helping me to use the side entrance rather
than having to navigate the difficult steps at the
main entrance. They even allow me to bring my
own chair and provide me with waiter service .
The Village Shop is absolutely brilliant as the
new terrace area has a disabled ramp which not
only allows me access to the outside seating
area, but alzo makes it so much easier for me to
gain access to the main shop. The Rose and
Crown provides me with a ramp when | visit so
that | don't have to use the steps and the Lygon
Arms have also been very helpful by sllowing
me easy access to their restaurant.

Although these changes may sound small and
insignificant, for anyone using & walking frame

or wheelchair, they make a huge difference.

So thank you to all those who are making life
easier for the less abled.

Mick Ralphs .
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December Church Services

PARISH CHURCH of ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST

Priest-in-charge: Fr Glenn Reading 01527 894436 s e
ST-HOHN vne BAFTIST

Church Warden: Ann Mathews 892180 FECKENHAM
Please contact Ann for Weddings at ann@the-madison-group.co.uk

Glen for Baptisms & Funerals at glenn.reading@googlemail.com
Website: achurchnearyou.com/church/187239

Email: info@feckenhamchurch.org.uk

S Dec 10.30am Eucharist - Rev B Wheatley
12t Dec 9.00am BCP Eucharist- Rev B Wheatlev
19 Dec 6.30pm Lessons and Carols
24t Dec 4.00pm Crib Service
11.00pm Midnight Mass
25t Dec 10.30am Christmas Encharist - Rev B Wheatlev
26t Dec 10.30am Eucharist and Carols at St George & St Matthias, Astwood Bank

FECKENHAM ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
St John Fisher & Thomas More

The Mass service is held every Sunday at 10.15 am.
At the moment we are requested to wear masks during the service.

Mount Carmel 6 pm Sunday Mass is now the Live Streamed Mass.
Link: www.eventcast.uk/live (Type the link into the browser)

Fr. Anthony Rohan, The Presbytery, Redditch. Tel 63096
Local contact: Phylis Mott, Feckenham. Tel 893898
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Fr Glenn Writes...

s | sit in my study in the middle of a
A very wet and windy November |
know that Christmas is coming. | know
this because the hig stores hawve just
released their Christmas Adverts, so far,
my favourite is the John Lewis advert. |
know that Christmas is coming because
as a church we are making our Christmas

plans

Christmas is a time of joy and
celebration, although | appreciate that
for some it is a hard time of year for
many different reasons. Christmas is a
time of joy and celebration as we look to
celebrate the goodness of God and his
giving of the greatest gift, the birth of his
Son and our Saviour Jesus. The birth of
Jesus heralds a new chapter in the
history of the world, a time of

expectation and joy, and a time of hope.

The Christmas story is a magical story of
journeys. Mary and Joseph had to travel
to Bethlehem to register for a census
and on the way both Mary and loseph
were on a spiritual journey, discerning
God's plans for them. The young girl
Mary pondered on what the angel
Gabriel had told her regarding what was
going to happen. Joseph pondered on

what he saw and heard in a dream and
the enormity of the responsibility he had
been given; to care for God's Son! Then
we have the journeys of the Shepherds
and Kings, the lowliest and most
magnificent men who would come to
worship and pay homage to this baby
which they knew to be special and

destined to change the world.

As we continued to prepare for
Christmas and all the celebrations, it is
my prayer that you will also be on your
own journey to re-live the Christmas
story in a new way and allow God to be a
part of your celebrations this Christmas.
And remember that we will be re-telling
and celebrating God's greatest gift to us
in church this year. Our celebrations will
start on Sunday 19™ December at
6.30pm with our service of Lessons and
Carols. Then on Christmas Eve there will
be two services: at 4pm there will be the
Crib Service and then there will be a
service of Holy Communion at 11pm.
You are most welcome to all of these

services.

Whatever your plans, may | wish you and
yvour loved ones a happy Christmas and
may you know the peace of the Christ
child in your homes and hearts this
Christmas tide.



Church Clock Appeal

John Eaton

urther to the August article in the
F Feckenham News we now have
permission to proceed with the repair to
the Church Clock. That includes getting
the engineer up to the clock face to stop
the hands from hitting each other and
replacing the electric winding mechanism
and timing monitor system.

As many of you know the clock has not

struck the hour reliably for about 5 years.
Cumbria Clocks, who look after BIG BEN,
have taken over the annual service of our
Church Clock but have now declared that
the original electrification of the winding
mechanism installed some 14 years ago
by Smiths of Derby is no longer economic
to repair.

There are the added problems that the
clock keeps stopping and the mechanism
that selects the hour to strike keeps
slipping. As Cumbria clocks previously
dismantled the clock and took it back to
their workshop they are going to take it
back again at their expense. We will be
paying for the replacement equipment, its
fitting and the repair to the clock face.

Their quote is net of VAT as we expect to
be able to claim it back:-

The new autowind system £4,850
New time regulator £2,100
Clock Face repair £1,000

(Half of this is the cost of hiring a cherry
picker to get the Engineer up the 10
meters to the clock face)

Total £7,960

The clock strikes (BONGS) 156 times in a
24 hour period. We are offering the
purchase of each BONG at £25 which will
raise £3,900. We will record this on a
Bongometer. If any of this cash is gift
aided a £25 donation will raise £31.25

We will approach past donors to The
Friends of the Parish Church for the
balance £4,060.

| hope you will support us and buy a
BONG

John Eaton Treasurer of The Friends of the
Parish Church Charity number 1168889



A Splendid Success

T he weekend of the 23d and 24th of

a major art exhibition with work from

October saw the village hall play host to

Feckenham artists lan Ridley and Julian Bull.
To our knowledge it is the first time that an
event of this nature has taken place in the
main hall and over 150 paintings and prints
were on display together with T-shirts and
light boxes featuring Julian’s unique tree
prints and some wooden bowls/sculptures.

lan and Julian were overwhelmed with the

support shown not only from villagers but
also from the many people who came from
throughout the Midlands and a conservative
guess put the total number of visitors at
about 400,

The exhibition was further enhanced by some
beautiful floral work by Wren and Bramble
and refreshments courtesy of Julian’s mum,
ably served by the “lordan Girls".

The exhibition promoted the Music for
Dementia charity and a donation of £2045
was made which included £45 from
donations for refreshments. lan also raised
£200 for cancer research from the sale of his

cards and book.

Anyone who missed the exhibition can see
examples of work at

www.ianridleywatercolours.co.uk and

www.visibull.co.uk
OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS

As somebody who discovered a passion for
art late in life and purely by chance | believe
there are a lot of people out there who
likewise could discover their artistic selves
and derive an enormous amount of pleasure
and satisfaction from painting. If a sufficient
number of people are interested | intend to
run a six week “watercolours for beginners
course” in the village hall on Wednesday
evenings starting in January. It may also be of
interest to those who have painted before but
who haven't picked up a brush for a long
time. There would be no charge other than

covering the cost of the room.

If anyone is interested please contact me, lan
Ridley, on 01527 894010 or by email at
ridleyart17@gmail.com
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T4U SHOEBOXES FOR

CHRISTMAS APPEAL 2021

hank you so

much for your
continued support.
Thank you, for all the
lovely boxes, the
generous donations
and the beautiful
hand knits what a difference your boxes

are going to make to children in need
this Christmas.

| am sure that we will all be thinking
about the children at some point on
Christmas Day. Lets hope that our boxes
of treasures will be only the start of
better things, lets hope that our boxes
are the beginning of a brighter future for
them all !

On behalf of all the children | would like
to wish you all a VERY HAPPY
CHRISTMAS

| have been told that this year our boxes
are being distributed in Georgia or
Moldova two of the poorest countries in
Eurcpe. | will be able to confirm their
destination in January. | will also be able
to tell you how many boxes were
collected this year.

A Very Happy Christmas
from me too, and thank
you for all the love, joy
and hope that went
inside each and every
box |

Lin

Feckenham Conservation and Biodiversity Project

Work to Start (we hopel)

A t the time of writing we are looking
to get the final parts of the grant
application submitted to gain the
funding for the Feckenham Bio-
Diversity Project. We are working
through the appropriate 'red tape’, it is
public money after all. We have a
review with the grant panel in the next
week and then if that's good, we hope
to start work in early December, as
soon as the 1st week, if everything falls
in to place.

We are starting with tree work in the
Churchyard, so one reason for this
update is to look out for that.

We are working with the contractors on
the Health and Safety aspect, so if you
do use the churchyard as part of your
walk, look out for sections being closed.
However, there are enough alternatives
to mean that we don't think we need to
close the Churchyard whilst the work is
being carried out, but you might need
to walk a different way, that would be
walking through a different gate as
opposed to a different gait. Sorry, | will
get my coat...
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Feckenham Parish Council

he parish council met in early

Nowvember. The parish council welcomed
and thanked Ruth Bamford, (Head of
Planning at Redditch Borough Council) for
attending the meeting to discuss on-going
concerns with some planning applications in
Feckenham,.

A Parishioner attended the meeting to share
information on a village litter pick planned
for February, as soon as dates are confirmed
these will be advertised and hopefully at
least 20 volunteers can help keep our village
looking tidy. The Parish Council have been
advised the Borough Council will arrange for
a team to werk on the B4090,

The first parish council surgery will be on
Thursday 9 December between 2-4pm in the
back room of the village hall. Anyone with a
guestion or query is welcome to attend.
West Mercia Police will also attend the event
unless called away. The surgery in January
will be on Thursday 20th between 7.30
-9.00. The sessions will be trialled for 6
months.

As ever any queries or concerns can be sent
to the clerk by email clerk@feckenham-
parishcouncil.gov.uk or by telephone 01527
892522, Please do leave a message and Jane
will call you back.

The FeckenOdeon
Cinema Society

lan Bellion

A HERO AT CHRISTMAS

he FeckenOdeon's Christmas shows had

become a traditional pleasure to enjoy
between Christmas and the New Year... until
the pandemic messed it all up. There was no
show last year - but there is one this time -
offering a chance to escape the turkey
leftovers and the fading tinsel for a local
night out in the welcoming dark of the
cinema - great for amusing Christmas visitors
too.
This year's film is Local Hero in which Texan
oil magnate Felix Happer (Burt Lancaster)
gets the idea that a small Scottish fishing
village would be a marvellous acquisition for
his so-rich-it-makes-you-sick company, Knox
Oil and Gas. Not surprisingly the locals don't
share his vision. A lovely, guirky, funny film
that hasn't been seen on the big screen for
far too long. Bill Forsyth directs Peter
Capaldi, Fulton Mackay and Denis Lawson.
There'll be a suitably mellow supporting
programme and all the Christmas
trimmings...
Local Hero (PG) - Monday, December 27th
at 7.30pm

12



Introducing...

Cayla Carter

e'd like to introduce our daughter

Cayla (20 years) who has lived in the
village most of her life along with her older
sister Janelle, (22 years). We moved into
the Juniper Tree in 2003, having built our
house, next door to Rose's family home
where her late parents Mary and Adrian
Bedford-Smith lived.
Cayla was born prematurely and then
diagnosed with a unigue chromosome
rearrangement which resulted in global
development delay requiring many visits to
hospital for surgical and medical
management.
There is an African proverb that says ‘it
takes a village to raise a child” and even
more so when that child has special needs
requiring 24/7 care. Feckenham has been
our ‘village" where we've experienced a
community of people who have supported
us enabling Cayla to grow up in a safe and
beautiful place. We couldn’t have done this
on our own. We are so grateful for all the
amazing ways people have helped us over
the years. This has also included raising
money via the Wake for charities such as
Barnardos and Acorns Hospice where Cayla
has received respite care.
Whilst there is much to be grateful for,
there are some practical challenges in our
village for people with disahilities,
especially if you use a wheelchair and also
for parents with buggies.There are many
narrow pavements, gravel or muddy paths
and what is most frightening, for someone

13

sat in a wheelchair, is the speeding traffic
along the road. All this means we have
limited choices for walking easily around
the village.

However, Cayla has been happy in the
village and is grateful to those who have
worked hard to ensure she could join in
various activities such as Sunday School
and the weekly Youth Group meetings.
she's also loved dancing, as some of you
may know who've helped her join in the
odd party!

Whilst she now attends residential college,
she is excited about coming home as she
loves all the Christmas festivities! But she is
very astute, helping us remember what is
at the heart of Christmas: she stops for a
moment to point to baby Jesus in the
Mativity and will enjoy giving you a gift as
much as receiving a gift herself. Whilst it
might take a village to raise a child, therein
lies the blessing as we've learnt so much
from her especially her courage, humour
and perseverance in overcoming so much.
Thank you.

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to
all

Rose, Richard, Janelle and Cayla Carter




w MUSICMAKING
at THE ROSE& CROWN

First Tuesday of every month from 8pm
NEXT SESSION: Tuesday, yth December

Feckenham READERS GROUP, 1;‘ =
?he;t:d:: 9th December - 7.45
This menth’s book:

Imml COLLETT & GAVIN ROBERTSON
PRESENT (

LIVE

A SILE

hnst stories before Christmas
SUNDAY 5th DECEMBER - 7.30 PM

Tickets £12 from The Village Shop and The Rose & Crown
Book online at www.feckhall.org
Phone bookings: 0333 666 3366

ONE AUGUST NIGH

By Victoria Hislop

Feckenham Square Management Committe

(rAROLS

round the

present
A WINTER‘*CONCERT

SONGS FROM THE MUSICALS
Saturday, 11th December
Feckenham Village Hall
at 2.30 and 7.30
Tickets £10 from Lorainne - 07708 476103

« CHRISTMAS TREE
%  Friday 24th December
6.30pm on The Square

The Fockenham Forsst History Soclety
SONGS & DITTIES

for CHRISTMAS with ALAN BENJAMIN
Tuesday, 14th December - 7.30pm

Feckenham Village Hall

Send details of events for FREE listing to: whatson@feckenham.f9.co.uk or call 892130

FeckenOdeon 1 - Monday, 27th December at 7.30pm
The FeckenOdeon Cmemas

at Feckenham Vi
Tickets for all shows from The Rose & cmn w Village Shop
Telephons Booking 0333 666 1364* Online Booking® & ful information at

www.feckenodeon.co.uk

*“Booking Fee apples to Phone and Online Bookin
Phase el n—rnfbﬂmwm o charged oL stardeed Fates - | Iﬁhgﬁnh

Join us on our 46th Annual

BOXING DAY WAL

Sunday, 261h December
Meet an The Square at 1

Walk starts at 2pm pmmpt

Smul waterproof footwear essential

eads please - Tea stop half way round




The Village Shop

Alan Slater

y the time you read this month's arficle.

The Shop will be ready for Christmas. Our
decorations will be in place and we will be
fully stocked to meet all your festive
requirements. Including beautiful hand
knitted pin cushions £5 and incredible knitted
Christmas decorations £20 all in aid of
Mission Merogoro bringing education and
medical care to children In Africa.

We've even arranged with Santa to place a
post box in The Shop so you (and your
children) can drop him a line to let him know
exactly what you are hoping for this year,
Although you will probably be doing your "Big
Shop " at a national supermarket, can |
remind you that we are able meet most of
your emergency needs should you forget an
item or reguire a last minute purchase. After
all, who wants to drive to Redditch or
Droitwich just collect a couple of lemons for
your gin and tonic?

This year we have in stock an extensive range
of boxed Christmas cards priced between £4
& £7, also some lovely biscuits and
chocolates in attractive festive tins that are
ideal for that distant relative who you only
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see once a year and never know what to buy
them. Sadly despite our ongoing recruitment
campaign, we are short of Christmas Elves
this year to help out in the shop. This means
that during the holiday period we will only be
open from 10 a.m — 1p.m most days. As you
will be aware from previous articles, we are
constantly on the look out for more helpers,
so why not start 2022 and make it your New
Year's resolution to give a couple of hours a
week of Community Service to The Shop?
Below are the hours we are open during this
years festive season:

Christmas Eve ga.m—5p.m
Christmas Day Closed

Boxing Day Closed
Monday 27th 10a.m—1p.m
Tuesday 28t 10a.m—1p.m
Wednesday 29th  10a.m—1p.m
Thursday 30t 10a.m—1p.m
Mew Years Eve 10a.m—1p.m
Mew Years Day Closed
Sunday 2nd 10a.m—1p.m
Maonday 3 10a.m — 1p.m

During the last month many of our volunteers
have enjoyed some additional barrista
training from our pariners at Coffee Masters.
The result is that our already excellent coffee
is now even better than usual. Therefore can |
suggest that during the holiday period, when
you want to escape from visiting relatives,
you join us on our coffee terrace and relax.
You will be made most welcome .

Hawve a wonderful Christmas .



Book Club

his month's book was the 2020 Booker
T Prize winner, Shuggie Bain by Douglas
Stuart. For me, as someone who grew up
near Glasgow and was a student of the
university there the story took place in very
familiar territory. The group found it very
interesting and much discussion ensued. The
themes were about alcoholism and growing
up in poverty as a boy who was a bit
‘different”.
Next month’s choice is One August Night by
Victoria Hislop. Meeting is on 9th December.

O nce more our local police have
asked me to bring this service to

your attention. As you can see, if you are
interested, please email the team as

explained on the poster below.
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48 High Street
Feckenham
B96 6HS

—()]1527 892188

A traditional freehouse village pub

with Food - owned and run by the
Clarke family

Proper Pub Food
at Proper Prices
Special Dishes - every day
Quality locally sourced meat
Real Ales & Ciders
3 real ales on hand pumps every day.
Traditional ciders - fine wines
GHHRISTMAS FAYRE MERU
2 courses £17.95, 3 courses £19.95
Booking & pre-orders essential
Christmas Opening Times wil depend on the

prevailing situation - please call to check nearer the
ime or see aur website or facebook page,

MEW YEARS EVE : Sparkles 4 course menu - £24.95
Baokings 6-9pm - Open ‘Ul Midnight

TRADITIONAL MUSIC
Tuesday, 7th December - 8pm

www.roseandcrownfeckenham.co.uk

Sign up to Neighbourhood Matters ...
. YOUr community messaging service.

Meighbourhood Matters enables residents, businesses and
cammunity groups 1o keep in touch with local policing teams.
Through Meighbourhood Matters you may receie:

A Information from your safer neighbaurhood team

M Crime alerts

[ Details of angoing incidents

[M Witness appeals kocal to the area in which you live

[wf Information about drop in sessions and events

~ Sunveys and opportunities to provide feedback

You can chease exactly what type of alert you wish to receive and how
you receive them and how often.

Rosemary Wormington
Professional Funeral Celebrant

Funerals, Celebrations of Life, Memorials, Burials

07522 836032

celebrantrosemary42(@gmail.com
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Feckenhawl's Owi...
“

Listen at
www.swansbrook.com

WANT TODJ
ON SWANSBROOK RADIO?

NEW SHOW LooKING FOR PRESENTERS
We want fo start producing a programme
featuing the vyoung pecple of
Feckenham playing and taking about
music, films and generally what's going
on for them. The working title of the show
iz: The Mix.

We imagine that each programme
would feature 4 presenters at any one
fime (but we're flexible on that) so that no
one s under pressure to ‘perform’
Making radio Is great fun and reguires all
sorts of skills that we are keen to share with
you. Get in touch with Paul Furey to say
that you're interested |
Email radio@swansbrook.com or send a
fextWhatsApp message on 07921 927
209.

CHRISTMAS IS COMING
... and Swansbrook Radio is keen to help
you send your good wishes to friiends and
family wherever they may be. We can be
heard all over the woild - wherever there's
the infernet - so send us your messages
and recuests NOW to
radio@swansbrock.com - we'll be featur-
ing them in speciad progammes
throughout the fastive season

LISTEN To THE SWANS
Go 1o www.swansbrook.com and
follow the instructions you'l find there.
Cur programmes are available for you
fo ploy ON DEMAMD - listen when and
where you like - as often as you like.,
FECKENHAM'S OWN Local Radic

www.swansbrook.com

A few messages arrived a little
late for the card so here they
are:

Happy Christmas everyone.
Thank you for w

elcoming us to the village.
Alex, Karen, Caoimhe &
sadhbh

Wishing everyone a Happy
Christmas and a healthy New
Year. Enid

Merry Christmas and a happy
MNew Year
Kath and Brian Roberts

Happy Christmas one and all. Love Kathy Gee

STUDLEY DAYTIME

]
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STUDLEY VILLAGE HALL
WEDNESDAY 1*" DECEMBER 2021 .00 - 4.00 P.M.
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Feckenham Village Hall

lan Bellion

SPOOKY BUT NICE...
A tthe start of December there's 2 show
coming to Feckenham Village Hall
designed to chill the cockles of your heart and
get the festive season off to a spine tingling
start.., “A Ghost of a Smile” features Charles
Dickens' creepy tales —with a comic twist.
Tales with a tingle, but also a giggle! Yarns to
chill and charm! Stories with a shiver and a
smile! And an interval - for drinks!
“Like "The Woman in Black" — but funnier!” -
[t's the perfect pre-Christmas treat...
The stories are adapted by Gavin Robertson
and performed by Nicholas Collett who invite
you to join them for a Victorian spooky
evening... there will be mulled wine to chase
away the chills.
The Hall's bar will be open to help keep the
SRIrits up....or away....
“A Ghost of A Smile” - Sunday, 5th December
at 7.20pm

YOGI NEEDED

adly the popular Yoga sessions at the
S Village Hall have ceased. The instructor,
Mel Caddick, has had to stop her teaching
activities for personal reasons.
This is a great shame as many people had
been enjoying the sessions. If you know of a
yoga teacher who might be willing to step into
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the breach we'd be glad to hear from you. All
suggestions are welcome. Call the Booking
Secretary on 01527 821233 or email
hall@feckenham.f9.co.uk

IMPROVEMENT FUND DRAW

ust a reminder that the first draws of the
J new Improvement Fund year will take place
at the Village Hall Trustee’s meeting on the
first Tuesday in December.
A £25, £15 & £10 prize is won each month -
£600 in total over the year. A £12 contribution
gives you an entry to each of the 12 draws.
Most village househaolds should have received
an explanatory letter with a unique property
reference number (FVH***), and a fair
number of you have already contributed. If
you still wish to be included in the next 12
month's draws, you can do so by delivering
the appropriate amount of cash, or a chegue,
to Peter Chute, Village Hall Treasurer at The
Old School House, 11 Mill Lane, B96 6HY
({Cheques payable to Feckenham Village Hall
Trust), but please ensure you include your
name and address , or your FWVH*** number —
just so we know where you live if you win!
The most convenient way to pay is by online
transfer direct to our bank : Feckenham
Village Hall Trust; Sort Code 09-01-54; Afc No
40576709. Use your FVH*** number as the
reference, or if you do not have that number
to hand, please use your address as the
reference.
The proceeds from the draws are used for the
improvement of the Village Hall and its
facilities. Please make any contributions
before Saturday 4th December, to ensure your
entry in the first draws.



Spotted in the village

family of English Longhorn

cattle are new residents at
Wylde Moor nature reserve
grazing their way round the
wetland habitat and locking
beautiful. The breed are a
famously docile and are a
welcome sight.

Photo by Marion Chute

O ur family of swans were seen
preening themselves at the top of
the weir on Swansbrook near Brook
House. What a shame some of the
cygnets didn't make it but this one is
going strong and soon won't be an ‘ugly
duckling’. Fingers crossed that the virus
affecting the swan's at Stratford doesn't
travel here.

Swansﬁrook Suite

(suest Accommodation

Large, comfortable room in Feckenham
with double bed, ensuite bathroem with walk in
shower, kitchenette, TV and Wifi.

Has own entrance off patio garden overlooking
Swansbrook stream and surrounding countryside.
Off street parking. Continental breakfast available.

07522 836032

rosemary.wormington@gmail.com
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Kathy’s Flowers

n UK, this is called sulphur tuft or, possibly,

honey fungus. In America it is known as the
clustered wood lover. It's pretty common this
time of year “fruiting on fallen trees, decaying
stumps or, occasionally, hollow trunks of living
trees. This wood-rotting fungus is not a fussy
feeder it tackles deciduous hardwoods as well
as conifers apparently with equal relish,
although it is most effective in rotting broadleaf
trees (hardwoods), which generally have a
higher cellulose content and rather lower lignin
content than conifers.” (www.first-nature.com)
Enjoy the colour, but only admire from above,
friends. This one is definitely NOT edible.

BOTANY BAY

Nurseries, Garden Centre & Café

Plants, Garden Care, Furniture
Pots, Gifts & Home, Birdcare

plus the fantastic Bay Café

et

Edgioake Lane, Astwood Bank, Redditch, B36 6BG

Tel: 01527 893685 Find Us On Facebook & Instagram

www.botany-bay.co.uk

Christmas Cake
Cookies

These are a delicious alternative to Christmas Cake.
The recipe came from your editor’'s old next door
neighbour, Lois Small. You might halve the quantities
as this will make many cookies!

500g Raisins/Sultanas/Currants
Brandy to cover

60g Butter

60g dark brown sugar

2 large eggs

225g Wholemeal flour

Pinch baking powcder

Heaped tsp each ground cloves, ginger, cinnaman,
nutmeg

1 thsp milk

350g place cherries halved
120g mixed peel

225g walnut pieces

Soak fruit in brandy till plump then drain and reserve
liquid.

Cream butter and sugar till fluffy, beat in eggs one at a
time

Sift flour, baking powder and spicas together then
fold into mixture with milk.

Add fruit, 2 thsp brandy, stir in cherries, peel and
nuts.

Drop by tsp onto a baking sheet

Bake 170C 15-20mins till browned. Cool on a rack.



Feckenham Cricket Club

Bob Gordon

n Saturday 6" November the

club provided the first village
fireworks display since a pretty
soggy day in 2019, This time the
weather was pretty kind with the
day being largely dry until a mid-
evening shower. The large bonfire
lit up the sky and the large crowd
looked on as our guy was rapidly
consumed.

The firework display was very well
received and the sky seemed to be
full of brilliant bursts of light and
sound before it all too soon fell
silent. The impressive pyrotechnics
were expertly managed by Lewis
Stacey and his two sons Sam and
Josh.

The barbecue team stood up well
to the huge demand, as did the
ladies running the inside bar.

The many children — with
illuminated toys and candy floss in
hand - seemed to have a whale of a
time and there was a tangible
feeling that people had been
waiting for such an event for a very
long time and were set on enjoying
it.

It was a great night and | extend
thanks to all the club members and

friends who worked so hard to
make it a success.

In terms of routine activities, the
club's engineering team continues
to spend time on equipment that
will need to be ready for action
next season, while in the clubhouse
radiators are being installed in each
changing room by John Bayliss
Plumbing & Heating, adding to
those that have greatly improved
the warmth of the clubhouse and
bar.

Qutside, autumn/winter work will
focus on keeping the grass tidy and
pruning of hedges and trees.

We now look ahead to Christmas
and the New Year - we are
contemplating some sort of
celebration of the latter, but ideas
are yet to be refined. Keep an eye
on our Facebook page for news.

DER v Yv)

WREN & BRAMBLE

Bespoke floral designa all year round:
from gift bouguets to special

occasion displays
Contact Clare Furey on 07548 832771
Find us on Facebook @wrenandbramble

eco ¥ fForaged ¥ handerafted
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Rose and Crown Golf
Society
Bandit Cup

he Bandit Cup returned in 2021 after

a years enforced absence from the
village calendar. This annual golf event
saw 19 bandits old and new compete for
the Bandit Cup, playing 18 holes of golf
at Ombersley Golf Course on Friday 1=
October.

Sustained by a pre-round bacon butty
and hot drink, our bandits enjoyed a
sunny autumn afternoon with
refreshments and snacks provided
courtesy of Arthur Hinds" drinks buggy.
The evening prize presentation with a
golfers supper for players and their
partners in the Rose Room rounded off
the day.

The fiercely contended Wooden Spoon
prize for the lowest score this year went
to Tony Hunt with 5 points, narrowly
beating the current holder Q . We
suspect some sneaky practice may have
taken place over the past couple of
years!

Nearest the Pin was won by Richard
Fletcher.
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Third place was the 2019 champion,
Adam Jordan, with a solid 34 paoints,
despite his handicap cut from the
previous competition.

Second placed was lan Ridley with 39
points, and this years winner was a new
Bandit, Nigel Barrington with an
excellent 42 points.

(For non-golfers 36 points indicates
someone is playing to their handicap).

Well done to all the winners, and we
look forward to seeing Nigel return next
year to defend his title.

Our thanks go to the organisers Dai
Barrett-Mead and 5teve Dalloway, and to
Matt and Mel for hosting the
presentation dinner and displaying the
trophy in the bar, and to Ombersley Golf
Club for looking after us so well.



Rob Cole’s

Gardening Tips

PLANTS FOR WINTER EFFECT - Part 1
W e tended to specialise in hardy
perennials and bulbs when we lived

at Meadow Farm, many of which managed
to look good early in the year.

For foliage effect, Heuchera ‘Amethyst Mist’
was hard to beat. Itis one of the constantly
growing band of purple leaved types, butis
dwarfish in stature and virtually evergreen
(everpurple?) with a very tidy habit. Itisa
wonderful foil for snowdrops. Equally
impressive were the various colour forms of
Hellebore and they were the mainstay of
the late winter garden, flowering from
December through until April in some
cases,

| have always extolled the virtues of the
many forms of Erica carnea, the winter
flowering heather, and make no apologies
for plugging it again. The newer cultivars
particularly are such wonderfully coloured
and long flowering plants that they richly
deserve a place in every garden where they
will give a bold display from November to
March. Their other virtue is that they don't

require acidic soil as other heather species
do.

| have already mentioned snowdrops, and
will merely add that they give a much
better effect in large random clumps. With
the price of some of the cultivars going ever
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higher, this is a pipe dream if you are a
collector, but ordinary Galanthus nivalis,
the Common Snowdrop, is cheap and
cheerful and can readily be used in this
way.

Whilst on the subject of bulbs, Narcissus is
a mainly March and April flowering bulk,
but there are some varieties which show
earlier colour. ‘Tete-a-Téte" usually flowers
at the end of February if planted in a sunny
open position. ‘Rijnveld’s Early Sensation’
and ‘Grand Soleil d'Or" are also naturally
early flowerers, and ‘February Gold" is good
for mass planting and is widely available.
The little species Narcissus cyclamineus
opens at the end of February, and bravely
shrugs off any frost or snowfall, but is
difficult to obtain as it will not suffer being
lifted and dried for sale as a bulb.
Consequently it is fairly expensive to buy if
you ever find it offered as a growing plant,
but it is still cheap compared to most
snowdrop cultivars.

Another bulb which flowers in early
February, or even earlier, is Ipheion
uniflorum, with short, lax foliage and star
shaped flowers to about 150mm (&"). The
main species has a pale blue flower, but
darker violet-blue forms are available such
as "Wisley Blue” and ‘Froyle Mill’, whilst
‘Charlotte Bishop' is pink flowered, and
Album’ is a clear white. All have the
advantage of being summer dormant and
disappear soon after flowering, so can be
overplanted with subjects which will fill the
gap they leave as they die back.

More recommendations next month.



Stock and Bradley

Gardening Club

ur speaker at the November meeting
O was Tim Walker who gave an inspiring
and informative talk entitled 'Plants,
Borders and Gardens'. Due to a medical
condition, Tim is unable to drive at the
moment so we held the meeting via Zoom
- but with a difference. We successfully
projected his talk as a live presentation
onto the screen at the Village Hall, and it
was almost as good as having him with us
in person and enabled us to still have our
monthly get-together.

NEXT CLUB MEETING - Wednesday
1st December 2021 at 7:30pm

Our speaker will be Darren Rudge who will
give a talk entitled 'Tea Bags, Bras and
Tights'. A most intriguing title, from which

STRENGTHEN YOUR BODY &

VIPEWER

JOIN THE SWEAT
REVOLUTION

we can expect an amusing and
entertaining evening.

Pleasze note that the next £5.00 annual
subscription will become due on 1st
January 2022, Please make cheques
payable to 'Stock and Bradley Gardening
Club’. We welcome new members to join
us at any time throughout the year.

Club meetings are normally held on the
first Wednesday of each month at the
Village Hall, Church Road, Bradley Green
starting at 7.30pm, and are free to
members for an annual subscription of
£5.00 for 2022, Visitors are made very
welcome and may attend for £3.00 per
meeting.

If you require any further information, ring
Dinny Pynsent {Secretary) on 01527
821355 or Rob Cole (Chairman) on 07544
832052.

fﬂ“]ﬂmrnw

20% 0FF &

GIVE ¥OUR BODY AND MIND THE

VIP TREATMENT

L\
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~ FOR SALE

NO DI:LIVI:RY CHARGE
TREE TOPFPING
HEDGE CUTTING
GARDEN CLEARANCE
Telephone anytime:

01905 620934

Cool

Climate

Air Conditioning Systems

for your Home, Office or Business

Mr Simon Baker

Tel.: 01527 892823 or 07736 447705

E-mail: simon@coolclimate.co.uk
Web: hitp://www coolclimate co.uk

Can't think what to do with vour garden?
Let me help!

Claire Ellis
Complete Gardens

Design & Planting
Maintenance & Rejuvenation
Consultancy

T 07773 101750 or 01527 894745

Feckenham

GARAGE

%MOT Testing Station

Servicing & Repairs to all makes

01527 892483

’f“*lnkberrow

Physiotherapy & Acupuncture

CLINICAL SPECIALIST PHYSIOTHERAPIST
EXPERIENCED ACUPUNCTURIST
INDIVIDUALLY TAILORED TREATMENT PLANS
FLEXIBELE APPQINTMENTS TO SUIT YOU
RECOGNISED BY MOST HEALTHCARE INSURERS

T: 01386 792126 M: 07801 993125

THE IRONING CENTRE
16 Feckenham Road

_ [Mext 1o Astwoad Smiles Nurjery
T The Old Caach House)

IRONING
LAUNDERING
DRY CLEANING
REPAIRS & ALTERATIONS
COLLECTION & DELIVERY

01527 894040

L.E. Plasterer & Decorator

all aspects af plastering and decoration wndertaken

Jor a free estimate call

07909 911833
01905 772890

realistic prices

Fencing

Groundworks = Foundations
Equestrian — Agricultural — Domaestic

Free estimates — over 25y experience:

Based locally in Bradley Green

WD & NM Willison Ltd

Mob: 07825034320 Tel : 01527 821589
Email : wwdandnmitd@gmail.com

26




20 Direct floorq

Home service
Ccarpabi * Vinyls - Wood-floors - Lamlnaiasj

+ Mobile showroom to your home
+ Save up to 30% on shop prices )
+ Over 3000 samples on our van @
Furniture moved & carpets uplifted g‘

for QAF'S & disabled free of charge ﬁ_’.

01527-894777 =

www.direct-fioors.co.uk |

Landscaping
Jeff Annand Contracting Ltd.

Blockpaving - Ponds - Patios - Groundwork
General Property Maintenance

Free Quotes
References available
Insured

Tel: 07968 668906
or 01527 894745

Tel: 01527 893162
Mob: 0797 3627269
~ Free Estimates

4 CORNELL

?f\_ i Established Over 40 Years
Wl Chimmney Sweep

Clean & Efficient - Brush & Vacuum

Competitive Prices - Cowl Fitting

Graeme Buthn
OLZL 445 S913
0754 587 6475

46 Oxford Road, Moseley, Birmingham B13 9ER

COLOR CODE MOTORS LTD

Accident repair specialists
Colour matching 100% guaranteed

Fleet & commercial vans
Complete restoration & fibreglass work
Fully equipped purpose built work shop

Established 35 Years
Telephone: 01527 854155

Email: colercodemotors@btconnect.com
Unit A, Green Lane, The Slough, Studley, Warks. BE0 7EY

JOWBROOK GARDENS

Imaginative high quality landscaping
Patios & garden walls
Ponds & water features
Also Pond & Patio cleaning
Fencing & Hedge cutting
Local, friendly service, references available
Call Glenn - 07792 613020
glen.bowbrookialive.com

Building & Roofing

Maintenance & Repair
Structural Alterations
General building work

Tel: 07958948460

Venables 07854424667
Property Services

Mark Venables: Bean Hall Mill, Feckenham
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BRAY BRC

H SLIRGEEINS

TREE SURGERY - HEDGE TRIMMING
LOPPING, PRUNING - STUMP REMOVAL

TEL: 01527 892828

MoBILE: O7970 263779 _
1B4 THE RIDGEWAY, ASTWDOD Bank FuLLY INSURED - NPTC CERT.

Dave Powell
Decoration
07747 691461
for Quality
painting and
decorating

/

Based in
Feckenham

E: dave.powell@blueyonder.co.uk

JONATHAN SPROULE DEVELOPMENTS

(MASTER BUILDERS)
SPECIALISTS IN INDIVIDUAL, CHARACTER,
__TIMBER FRAME & PERIOD PROPERTIES

J0 Yeqrs ||.l'l,'\.".".'|'-|'.":'

BESPOKE & INDIVIDUAL NEW BUILDS
RENOVATIONS AND CONVERSIONS
EXTENSIONS AND ALTERATIONS
TIMBER/OAK FRAME OUTBUILDINGS/GARAGES
BARN CONVERSIONS

Mere Green Cottage, Hanbury, Droitwich, Worcs. WR9 7DZ
Tel: 07973 445048  Email: sarah(@jonathansproulebuilders.co.uk

www.jonathansproulebuilders.co.uk
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