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Regular Sessions

Mondays Junior Dance Class
Tuesdays Tai Chi
Wednesdays Playgroup (term �me)
Thursdays Bridge; Hatha Yoga

Second Monday of the month: Mobile Library
First Tuesday of the month:
Lunch Club, Feckenham Sessions
First and Third Wednesday: Community Choir
Second Wednesday Art Club
Third Monday of the month: WI
1st and 3rd Fridays : Erstwhile Morris Dancers

August

6th S&B Gardening Club

9th Village Hall Pain�ng

14th Readers group

16-17th Open Studios

23-25th Open Studios

September
11th PC Mee�ng

27th FeckenOdeon
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Editor’s Note

Village No�ces

Hello to all from the
incredibly beau�ful Isle
of Arran where I’m
staying for a few days.
I’ve been coming here
since I was a small child
and never �re of it. I’m
s�ll finding new walks
all these years later.

I want to take this opportunity to thank
the Wake Commi�ee and their extra
helpers for all their efforts. Only they
know the amount of work that goes into
making the day such fun. I know they had
to make some very difficult decisions due
to the heat and that meant cancelling the
Dog Show. I’m sure that was for the best
and hope it will be back next year. My
personal highlight was watching my 3

year old granddaughter as she saw
Punch and Judy for the first �me. She
was so excited and thoroughly engaged
along with the rest of the children (and
some adults) shou�ng and poin�ng out
where Mr Punch had gone.

FABSSS - An Update on the BESS
applica�ons

As of the �me of wri�ng this update
there is s�ll one ac�ve applica�on for the
Grenergy BESS and although the closing
date has gone for this it is s�ll possible to
email your objec�ons to
paul.lester@bromsgroveandredditch.gov.
uk

Three of the other projects have
currently withdrawn although nothing
will stop them coming back in at a later
date.

We all need to be vigilant and any
informa�on will be useful in our
campaign At the recent Feckenham
Wake you may have seen our tent where
we were able to talk to people from
inside and outside the Parish, We signed
up a few more people to our newsle�er
and enjoyed some lively discussions!
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CHURCH SERVICES

FECKENHAM ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
St John Fisher & Thomas More

Mass will not be held at St John Fisher and Thomas More un�l further no�ce.

Mount Carmel 6 pm Sunday Mass is now the Live Streamed Mass.
Link: www.eventcast.uk/live (Type the link into the browser)

Fr. Anthony Rohan, The Presbytery, Redditch. Tel 63096
Local contact: Phylis Mo�, Feckenham. Tel 893898

PARISH CHURCH of ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST

Services for August 2025

Vicar: Fr Glenn Reading 01527 894436
vicar@feckenhamchurch.org.uk

Church Warden: Vacant
For Weddings, Bap�sms & Funerals please

contact Fr Glenn
Website: www.feckenhamchurch.org.uk

Drop in (in church)

Wednesday at 10.30am - 12.00pm
13th August and 27th August

All are welcome (coffee and cake)

3rd August 10.30am Eucharist Rev Fiona Carter

10th August 10.30am Family Service Rev Fiona Carter

17th August 6:30pm Evensong Rev Fiona Carter

24th August 10.30am Eucharist Father Glenn Reading

31st August 10.30am Eucharist Rev Fiona Carter
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At the time of writing, we will be
having the pleasure of the reception
mums in the church next week with
some of the children who will be
starting in September. We are really
looking forward to seeing them all.
They will all be very excited and some
a little worried as well. But it will be a
pleasure to have them all in the
church for coffee and cakes, toys and
activities on this momentous day -
your first day in school. We probably
never had that settling in day the term
before, but it is a very good idea and if
it makes starting school easier that’s
great. Starting school is one of those
days you never forget. We have days
and moments in life that are
unforgettable - the day we got
married, the birth of our children, our
first day at work. And probably
negative days as well when certain
family members died, or when we
were made redundant. But there is a
lot of mundane ordinary time in life as
well which is also a blessing. Time
spent with family and friends, working,
shopping just living our lives.
However, the Church does not see
ordinary time as mundane as it refers
to the ordinal which counts the weeks
between Christmastide and Lent and
Eastertide and Advent.

It is the same in the church we have
Christmas and Easter and other feast
days that we celebrate but we also
have ordinary time, and quite a lot of
it, which is also a blessing. We don’t
always want to be on the mountaintop
or in the valley, sometimes we just
want to appreciate normal life. For the
church it is a period to reflect on the
teachings of Jesus focusing on his
ministry and the implications of his
message for everyday life. The
liturgical colour for the priest’s
vestments and the altar covering is
green the colour of hope and
symbolizing growth.

Ordinary time reminds us that
holiness is not confined to special
seasons in the church like Christmas
and Easter but is found in the
everyday moments of life. It’s a time
to recognise God’s Prescence and
grace in ordinary activities and
relationships.

We have just had the news that
Father Glenn will be leaving us and
moving on to The Arch Benefice in the
Worcester Diocese which includes the
parishes of Abbots Morton, Rous
Lench, Church Lench and Harvington.
We will all miss Father Glenn as he
has been very popular and, speaking
personally, has been an absolute
pleasure to work with and a very good
teacher for me during my curacy. But
we wish him Helen and the children
well in the next stage of his ministry.

God bless them all and God bless all
of you as well as we as a parish enter
a period of waiting for whoever will
eventually take the position of rector
in this Benefice of Christ the King,
which includes the churches of
Feckenham, Astwood Bank, Crabbs
Cross, and Headless Cross.

Reverend Fiona writes…

From Phil Tricklbank:

On Sunday 6th July our morning
communion service was led by Bishop
Martin The Bishop Of Dudley (acting
Bishop Of Worcester), and Reverend
Fiona Carter. Martin joined Angela
and the bell ringers before the service
to enjoy some campanology. Bishop
Martin was a joy to receive in
Feckenham, and preached a very
interesting sermon. We enjoyed
coffee and cake after the service
while Bishop Martin circulated to chat
among the parishioners. It was a
memorable occasion for all of us.
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You will be hearing the church bells
ringing more frequently in July and
August. The bells are in demand at the
moment. There are three weddings at
Feckenham church this summer and all
have requested to have the bells rung.
For weddings the tradi�on at Feckenham
has been to ring before the wedding as
guests are arriving and stop as the bride
enters the church. We then ring again as
the bride and groom leave the church. As
we ring from a ringing room up some
stairs with a glass window overlooking
the body of the church we have a
wonderful ”birds eye” view of the
wedding service.

Bishop Mar�n, the Bishop of Dudley and
ac�ng Bishop of Worcester, led our
10.30am service at Feckenham on Sunday
6th July. We organised a band of ringers
from various towers around Redditch to
ring for the service and were delighted
that Bishop Mar�n, also a ringer, found
the �me to join in our ringing and even
took a selfie with the band.

We have three groups of ringers from
different parts of the country who have
requested ringing the bells at Feckenham.
We have ringers from Holmer in
Herefordshire coming on the a�ernoon of
Saturday 2nd August. On Wednesday 13th

August, ringers from St Mary Abbots,
Kensington, London are ringing here as
part of their annual ringing week based in
Worcester this year. Finally, on Sunday
17th August, the Cambridge University
Guild of students and alumni are ringing
at 9.15am as part of their tour to this
area. The church service is actually in the
evening that day so don’t panic that you
are late for church!

Our ringers also take part in ringing tours
to other areas of the country and on 9th
August one of our ringers has organised a
tour to five towers in the Cotswolds.
Tours always include good morning
coffee and lunch stops.

If anyone is interested in finding out more
about this tradi�onal skill, which is both
good physical exercise and mental
challenge, please contact either Angela
Fletcher (mobile 07709911053 or email:
angela@2fletchers.co.uk) or Tim Haslam
(mobile 07976723095 or email:
�mhaslam@quartzllp.co.uk )

Feckenham Church Bellringing
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Church Announcement from Ian Hunter

The Ac�ng Bishop of Worcester is pleased
to announce the appointment of The
Revd Glenn Reading as Rector of the
Benefice of Church Lench w Rous Lench &
Abbots Morton & Harvington (ARCH
Benefice).
Glenn is currently Team Vicar in the
Benefice of Christ the King, Redditch. He
is married to Helen and they have five
children: Phoebe, Toby, Edward, Henry
and Thomas.
A date for the Licensing will be confirmed
shortly.
Please remember Glenn and Helen and
their family in your prayers at they
prepare to move.
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This year 6 Feckenham ar�st/creators will be taking
part in this event over the weekends of the 16th and
23rd August including the bank holiday on the 25th.
Debbie Wa�on and Jackie Berry will be in the back
room of the village hall, Sara Lightning, Ian Ridley and
Jude Sullivan will be in the main hall and Julian Bull
will be at his house on the Droitwich road. They
represent a wide variety of themes, styles and media
and will be both exhibi�ng and demonstra�ng during
the event.
Debbie is a botanical and bird ar�st working in
professional pencil and graphite, Jackie will be
demonstra�ng her process for making her mohair
crea�ons, Sara’s figura�ve oil pain�ngs use
overlapping textures and pa�erns, Jude Sullivan
paints a variety of subjects using pastel pencils and
so� pastels, Ian Ridley is a landscape/seascape ar�st
in watercolours and acrylics and Julian Bull creates

handmade prints from fallen trees and other wood related products.
Nearly all the work exhibited is new this year and there will be something of interest for
everybody.
There is no entry charge, refreshments will be available and all the details can be found
at www.worcestershireopenstudios.org
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Feckenham Archive - Marion Chute

Thanks to Alan Jones for this interesting postcard of Church Cottages 14 High St,

Originally there were 3 cottages built in the late 18th century by the Anglican Parish Church.

It caused quite a bit of puzzling as here they are classic ‘black and white’ – now brick.
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Village Shop - Alan Slater

Phew what a scorcher!!
Like many others, I've been struggling
with the 30 degree temperatures these
last few days, however, the recent series
of heatwaves are doing wonders for the
Shop sales. Apart from being the coolest
place in the Village, thanks to our
efficient air-con system, it's the only place
in Feckenham to buy an ice cream!
During the last three months our ice
cream sales have increased by almost
200% compared against last year, even
our cafe sales are up by 20%. This all adds
up to a very strong start to our new
financial year. Our first quarter total sales
are up by 15% and even taking into
account infla�on, the Shop is trading well
ahead of last year. This increased trade
does bring addi�onal pressure on our
Volunteers and Buying Team, especially
as we now enter the peak holiday season.
So my hear�elt thanks to all our
Volunteers who are covering extra shi�s
thus ensuring we maintain the high
standard of service that you rightly have
come to expect from us.
Also selling well is our new range of
Feckenham Gree�ngs Cards.

Compe��vely
priced, they offer an
opportunity for you
to send a
personalised
message from our
lovely village to
friends and family. You can find them on
display on the counter next to the �ll.

Although this month is predicted to be
cooler, I'm off to restock the chilled drinks
and ice cream cabinets whilst hopefully
finding �me to water the garden,
hosepipe ban permi�ng.

Keep cool and thanks for your con�nued
support of the Village Shop
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An Organic Allotment by Pete Delaney

August is the month of abundance on the
allotment, when the year’s early sowing,
plan�ng and nurturing rewards the
grower as plants reach maturity and
harvest.

The warmest �me in the year, and l find
myself cooking more than ever as l try to
keep up with the flow of produce coming
out of the plot. The hot weather
experienced in July had me incorpora�ng
most produce into salad meals, cooking
up broad beans and runner beans and
throwing them into salads along with
cucumber, tomatoes, peppers, carrots,
onions, peas and le�uce (green and red).
I have been
par�cularly
pleased with
the Lollo
Rosso le�uces
l grew this
year: large
and tasty with
the bonus of
adding deep
colour to the
plot.
Most of these
salads were
eaten with
potatoes of
which l harvested an abundantly
produc�ve row of morfona 2nd earlies
during the second half of July.
If it's not salad at the moment then it is
something with courge�es, which seem
to grow new ones each �me l turn
around and look at them.

Whilst in the heart of the summer and
harvest, l cast my thoughts ahead to my
winter store to make sure that some of
this season's produce will be available to
me during the winter. With the overflow
of runner beans and courge�es l make
runner bean chutney and start bo�ling a

few tomato + meals to store away.
During July l harvested my onions and
garlic, hanging up the bulbs of both in the
shed to dry and use as l please. Shallots
also joined the onion harvest, those l
pickled in jars and put away for later in
the year.

August is not just about harvests, l also
this month sow and plant certain crops to
harvest during the winter and next
spring. l shall sow winter le�uce, that l
keep warm under cloche cover during the
cold months, Chinese pink radish, that
grow large and are hot to eat and late
chard, that harvests all winter. Winter
cabbages l have raised in trays, l plant out
this month, they will be ready to harvest
in late winter/spring. Then there is my
winter favourite: Jerusalem Ar�chokes.
This month l cut the plants in half so they
give their energy to the tubers.

So, in the heart of harvests, this month
s�ll has plenty to do in prepara�on for
future crops to keep busy with... And
then of course l must men�on the
con�nual plot job.. Weeding.. Good
harvests..
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Rob Cole’s Gardening Tips

Some Gardening Snippets

I have, in my �me, edited a fair number
of garden society newsle�ers and
journals. I very o�en find that an ar�cle
doesn't quite fill a page, so I have
resorted to some 'snippets' to fill the
gaps. So for this month's ar�cle, I offer
you a selec�on :-

'Gardening is not just a hobby, it's the
main way we honour Planet Earth'
(Quote from Panayo� Kelaidis, 2009)

Cu�ng your own firewood warms you
twice.

A seedsman's trade is not in seeds at all -
it is in op�mism. (Geoff Hamilton)

Playwright George Bernard Shaw named
his shed a�er the London capital. When
visitors called whom he did not wish to
see, they could be truthfully told by his
housekeeper that he was away in
London.

'Weeds are found most abundantly
where there is most weeding'.
(Richard Mabey, 'Weeds')

Kniphofia 'Percy's Pride' was named by
Alan Bloom a�er his nursery foreman
Percy Piper, who had worked with him for
more than 40 years.

Phlox subulata 'G. F. Wilson' (correctly
called Phlox subulata 'Lilacina') is named
a�er George Fergusson Wilson
(1822-1902), a successful merchant and
managing director of a candle-making
company. In 1878 he purchased the
Oakwood estate at Wisley, which was
subsequently purchased in 1903 by Sir
Thomas Hanbury for the RHS.

Leucanthemum x superbum 'Esther Read'
is named a�er the daughter of a Norfolk
nurseryman, Horace Read. Travelling by
steam train to Great Yarmouth for the
day, he spo�ed a semi double ox-eye
daisy on an embankment. Intrigued by

what he had seen, on the way back he
pulled the communica�on cord, jumped
off the train, dug up the plant, and
jumped back on! A�er breeding offspring
of this plant with Chrysanthemum
maximum, he eventually introduced
'Esther Read' in 1931.

It is o�en thought that that the apple
named 'Newton Wonder' commemorates
the story of Isaac Newton and his no�ons
about gravity - but not so. The name is
derived from the village of Kings Newton,
near Melbourne in Derbyshire, where the
original tree grew in the area behind 'The
Hardinge Arms' public house where an
orchard had once stood. Accounts of the
discovery vary, but it seems to have come
from a seedling found either on the
thatched roof or in the gu�er of the pub,
and subsequently cul�vated by the then
landlord William Taylor. One account,
however, refers to the finder as Samuel
Taylor.

Paeonia lac�flora 'Sarah Berhardt' is
named a�er a French actress, born in
1844, who began her ac�ng career in
1862. Later in life, she also took up
pain�ng and sculpture, and in 1899 she
founded Theatre Sarah Bernhardt in
Paris. She con�nued her ac�ng career
un�l she died in March 1923.
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Stock and Bradley Gardening Club Report

ANNUALCOACH OUTING – 9th July 2025

Our annual coach outing this year took us to two beautiful gardens, one in Derbyshire and
the other in Staffordshire. Both gardens were exceptional, especially in view of the
prolonged hot and dry weather, and were much appreciated by our 43 members who came
on the trip. Lunch was taken at a nearby garden centre.

NEXT CLUB EVENT –Wednesday 6th August 2025

Our next event is a self-drive evening visit, commencing at 6:30pm, to the garden of our
member Jean Harper near Bromsgrove. Full details will be sent to all members nearer the
time.

Club meetings are normally held on the first Wednesday of each month at the Village Hall,
Church Road, Bradley Green starting at 7.30pm, and are free to members for an annual
subscription of £5.00 for 2025. Visitors are made very welcome and may attend for £3.00
per meeting.
If you require any further information, ring Rob Cole (Chairman) on 07544 832052.
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Feckenham Cricket Club

The Men’s 1st XI
have con�nued to
struggle in Division
3 this season and
remain in the
relega�on
zone. The highlight
has been a win
against Cookley where we posted 282
with 85 from Taz Mirza and 55 from Luke
Jackson and 7-57 from Nasir Mehmood.
Taz Mirza also scored 126 in the drawn
match against Old Elizabethans where
a�er an early collapse 650 runs were
scored on the day.

The 2nd XI remain top of Division 8 East
with recent wins against Five Ways,
Pershore, Harvington and Avoncro�. The
ba�ng has been strong with centuries
from Mark Cull, Ma� Kings and Nick
Fowkes. Will Reynolds has been in great
form with the ball including figures of
6-4-5-3 against Pershore. Finn Davies and
Alex Hardy have been taking regular
wickets for the team.

The 3rd XI have had another good month
& now sit third in Division 9 (North).
There have been key performances from
U15 Sam Drumm with 4-12 against
Cookley, 65 from Nev Drumm against Five
Ways, stunning figures of 6-9 by U15 leg
spinner Will Alekna at Pedmore and Max
Alekna scoring 73 not out against top of
the table Stone.

It’s been a sensa�onal Junior Cricket
season for Feckenham so far. The Under
15 squad has already clinched their
League �tle with three wins in their first
three fixtures. There was a 28 not out
from Moin together with 2-4 fromWill
Reynolds and 2-7 from Sam Drumm in the

latest win against Ombersley.

The Under 14 Pairs team has won their
first 6 matches and sit top of their league
with only two remaining games. The
Under 14 T20 team has struggled more in
the longer format with 2 wins and 2
defeats to date. Key performances
include a 50 not out for Tommy Eost, 50
not out for Rory Gavin and 4-18 by Rory
Freeman against Droitwich in an exci�ng
narrow defeat. Skipper Tommy Eost has
took a hat-trick and Henry Owen 3
wickets in 4 balls against Himbleton.

New members welcome to enjoy the club
surrounds & we hope to have outside
food caterers on Friday nights throughout
August
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