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Welcome to the August
Feckenham News. It’s a
relatively quiet month as
many are on holiday.

Look out for

Worcestershire Open

Studios featuring some

of our Feckenham

Artisans. See the

information on Page 6 and there’s lots to
look forward to in September.

You may know that Marion Chute, curator
of the Feckenham Archive, has arranged for
the videos of the Feckenham Footpads
Pantomimes to be put on You Tube for all to
see. Those were wonderful times as not
only we were entertained but we built up
relationships which have been long lasting. |
remember Michael Mott describing the
time as the Glory Days. James Butler, who
directed following Frances Andrew’s
retirement has kindly written about the
pantos and | hope for more reflections to
follow from other villagers.

The weather this summer has been a very
strange as we all know and it was very sad
that Fun on the Square had to be cancelled.
That event is the main fundraiser for the
maintenance of the village green and
without it the budget will be very stretched.
| understand that some of the money raised
on the Scarecrow Weekend will go towards
the Square. | hope the weather will be more
settled in early October and the Scarecrows
are a draw to large numbers in support of
the event.

| put a call out for help in getting last
month’s magazine batched and ready for
distribution while | was at Glastonbury - of
which more later. You may not know the
amount of organisation that goes into
getting the magazine out to the whole
parish but it isn’t very simple. We have a
very loyal team of distributors who go out in
all weathers to get each edition to our
readers. Thanks to Jackie Newland, one of
the team, who kindly stepped up.



Annual Rose & Bandit Cup

Competition

2023 sees the Bandit Cup being played at
Droitwich Golf Club, Ford Lane, Droitwich
WR9 0BH

Date — Friday 22nd September 2023

Time — first tee time 12:30

Format - 18 hole Stableford Competition
open to Ladies and Gents.

Prizes for 1st, 2nd and 3rd places plus
nearest the pin, longest drive and the hotly
contested Turkey award.

Cost - £39.00 per person (green fee and
prizes). Buggies to be booked with
Droitwich Golf Club at a cost of £25.00 per

buggy.

Dinner at the Rose & Crown from
7.30pm for meal and prize giving. Partners
welcome.

All golfers and bandits welcome, please let
Steve Dalloway know if you wish to
participate in this year’s event.

RSVP to steve.dalloway@byretech.com by
1st September 2023

Jenny Dalloway

On behalf of the Trustees, we should like to
thank Shirley and Geoff, their helpers and all
who contributed, for all their hard work and
tremendous achievement in raising over a
thousand pounds at their coffee morning
event on the 16 June. The proceeds will go
towards the maintenance of our Historic
Parish Church and Churchyard which is of
such importance to the village.

Andrew Fisher















Feckenham Wake

The Wake was a great success this year as
big crowds turned out to enjoy some fun in
the sun. Our quintessential English event
was made even more eccentric with the
addition of a couple of 7ft tall squirrels and
a procession of over 70 Morris men and
women.

Facilities were enhanced this year with the
inclusion of 6 Wake run card payment
points, printed tickets for children’s
attractions, improved parking and walkie
talkies for the organisers!

In the end we made a surplus which had
funded around 50% of our new investment

in 9 colourful and robust gazebos as well as
repairs to the hog roast and the introduction
of re-usable glasses.

| would like to strongly thank the rest of the
Wake committee; all those that turned out
on Friday and Sunday to help with set up
and take down; plus those who volunteered
on the day.

Like most good events and activities in our
village, they are only possible due to the
hard work of volunteers so if you have yet to
volunteer some help with an event or village
group, please do so soon before that group
winds down as organisers retire.

Julian Bull, Chair Wake Committee
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I was 15 when | directed my first Feckenham
Pantomime. Like most leadership roles in my
life, | had inherited it resentfully and
involuntarily. Since the late 80s Frances
Andrews had pioneered a movement that
lasted over a decade in the village and
became a drunken institution of passion,
fun, or escapism for a disparate group of
villagers. Frances then retired and the reins
had been snatched by some stragglers from
the rear of the stage, who’d decided to meet
at the Crown to brainstorm for the future of
the Feckenham Footpads. After a few
sessions (and | mean drinking sessions) and
some storms of the brain, the group had
been whittled by the winds to the
heartwood of the [jJoak. My family. My Dad
was renowned in the village for his quick
wit, toxic bonfires, and inability for his head
to fit any hat crafted by man. My mother
was a mild mannered deeply rooted
Feckenhamite, with family going back to at
least the 1500s, and whom | still
affectionately call “Sweet”. In her spare
time, she reared snails and arm-wrestled
truck drivers that drove over 30 through the
village. Although there was a lot of support
in particular from Vanda Cookes, Helen
Chambers, Margaret Moyes, and Dai Barrett
Meade. | hope you read this, Dai, and
appreciate that | didn’t spell it “Di”,
although, I think this is a cooler way to spell
it because it infers that you’re a gambler,
chancer, roguish kind of character.

The Panto had fallen into The Butlers’ laps.
My Dad: The Writer. My Mom: Initially
Director, but by means and credit, a
Producer. And Me: The Director. How |

happened on this was being called into help
choreograph a YMCA dance by my Auntie
Helen. From there, it was understood that |
had the confidence and arrogance to steer
the ship from paper to caper.

| spoke to several people from that period
before | wrote this to get some sort of grasp
on the real narrative. But then was ushered
on from the cemetery to the Cricket Club by
Vanda Cookes who’d been stealing flowers
from graves and panicked thinking | was
Jason Mamoa (I get that a lot). | was about
to join the ruddy faced droolers on the
balcony of the Cricket Club and then spotted
Henry Hubball eating worms in the compost.
| hadn’t seen him for a while, so
moonwalked towards making eye-contact
and offered him a natterjack toad. Other
than myself and my brother Pete, he’d been
in almost every Pantomime. He agreed with
me, that although the scripts were great and
each approach was unique, the whole saga
felt homogeneous. Because the experience
is what was important to everyone involved.
There was no sense or sensibility, there was
raw comradery. It was what is at the essence
of a great village and more. People from
towns or cities don’t get to share the
borders of their garden with a labourer, a
farmer, a CEQ, and aristocracy, they become
tribal. And the beauty about the Pantomime
and Feckenham is we were all on the boards
together. This attitude and experience lead a
great number of those from a community of
600 people to go on and pursue their
dreams. | am an actor and writer now in
London and for a time us Feckenhamites
called Lambeth “Little Feckenham”. Because
of the amount of people from this tiny
hamlet who started on a stage in the village
hall and gained that grounded belief that we
can do what we love and make people smile
or purr.
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Taking advantage of the longer days around
mid-Summer, we repeated our air rifle
shooting session as we enjoyed it so much
last year. Huge thanks go to Hugo and Gerri
for being so kind as to host us and lend us a
gun, Paul Furey for once again keeping us safe
as Range Master, and Ben Sinclair for
providing expert tuition. The evening was a
great success and one that epitomised the
core value of the WI - education (closely
followed by the second value of having lots of
fun). Special mention must go to Pauline
Jennings who won our Crack Shot
competition (by miles). We know who to call
for pest control now!

Our July meeting was on the 17th July and we
went for a walk around the village, practising
our map reading skills and doing some litter
picking as we went (and we might have had a
gin and tonic on the top of the hill but | really
couldn't say).

Our August meeting is on Monday 21st at
8pm at Feckenham Village Hall. If it's dry we
will be on the playing field playing French
cricket in between scoffing puddings (the
theory being, have your dinner then come to
WI with your dessert and eat it with
everyone).No experience or equipment is
necessary, but your dessert, chair, utensils,
drink etc. are. Members are free, guests are
£5, payable on the night in either cash or by

transfer. If anyone would like to join, the fee
for the year is £34.50 between July and
September (the membership year running
March to April). Contact Jen Cary for more
details jen@thecarys.co.uk 07773 883 039.
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CHURCH SERVICES

PARISH CHURCH of ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST

Vicar: Fr Glenn Reading 01527 894436
vicar@feckenhamchurch.org.uk
Church Warden: Vacant

For Weddings, Baptisms & Funerals please contact

Fr Glenn
Website: www.feckenhamchurch.org.uk

Services for August 2023

6th August  10.30am Morning Prayer Fiona Carter LLM
13th August To be arranged.

20" August  6.30pm Evensong Fr Glenn Reading
27th August 10.30am Eucharist Fr Glenn Reading

Drop in (in church)
Wednesday at 10.30am - 12.00pm
9+ and 23rd August
All welcome

FECKENHAM ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
St John Fisher & Thomas More

Mass will not be held at St John Fisher and Thomas More until further notice.
Mount Carmel 6 pm Sunday Mass is now the Live Streamed Mass.
Link: www.eventcast.uk/live (Type the link into the browser)

Fr. Anthony Rohan, The Presbytery, Redditch. Tel 63096
Local contact: Phylis Mott, Feckenham. Tel 893898
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Feckenham Archive - Marion Chute

For this month we have a newly added photo for the archive. It’s High Street with the Police

House. During the 1920’s this was where the local policeman lived, very handy for The Eight Bells
pub opposite and the Rose and Crown just up the road. Apparently the son of the policeman was
in the Machine Gun Corps during WW1 and returned home alive after the war. (Thanks to Kathy

Gee for the info).
Readers Group

In an unusual turn of events, the popular
Feckenham Readers Group which has met
every month for over 20 years has a space
for a new member or two. We only have a
couple of rules - no guilt being the main
one. You don’t have to like a book or finish a
book, no pressure. Just enjoy reading a
mixture of books. If you might be interested
message marionchute@me.com or
feckenhamnews@gmail.com.

Next meeting is on Tuesday 8" August when
we’ll be discussing John Boyne’s - Ladder to
the Sky with a theme of deception.
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Since 2014 Feckenham Archaeology Group
has been working closely with Redditch
Borough Council and Historic England to
achieve the aim of getting Feckenham’s
biggest Scheduled Monument off the ‘At
Risk’ register. The work we have done to the
site itself over the years, clearing scrub and
managing the trees, as well as making our
community aware of the site’s character and
significance through things like events and
these signs (with a couple more to come
than are in the photos) mean that Historic
England are satisfied that our nationally
important site is now in a position to be
taken off the ‘At Risk’ register. This is a really
big achievement and I’'m very proud of the
hard work and tenacity of the group over
the years. It’s been a real pleasure and
we’ve had a lot of fun. We are having a
celebratory thank you party at the beginning
of September for all of our supporters,
which will be very kindly hosted by the
Football Club.

One of the main things Historic England
wanted to see before they would take it off
the register, was improved community

information about the site. To this end, we
have commissioned 4 signs to go by the
entrances to the site. Very special thanks
must go to Kathy Gee for leading the design
of these and project managing them, as well
as Judy Underwood and Cate Statham for all
of their support. Many thanks also to David
Rowe who very kindly used his artistic talent
to draw us a representation of what the site
might have looked like before it was levelled
and built on. We hope that the signs, to
soon be supported by information on the
Parish Council website, will help visitors and
residents alike understand the very special
nature of what we have in our village.
Through this knowledge we hope to foster
appreciation, which will then help to protect
this nationally important site for future
generations.

As Chair of the Feckenham Archaeology
Group | would like to say a very big thank
you to all the hard work, expertise and
money, generously given to this specific
project by the following people and
organisations: Kathy Gee, Judy Underwood,
Cate Statham, David Rowe, Chris Bristow,
Jeff Matthews, Alan Jones, The Village Shop,
Stuart Dixon and DPS Building Ltd, RBC,
W(CC, Historic England, Feckenham Charity,
Worcestershire Wildlife Trust, Natural
Networks, The European Union, Feckenham
Parish Council, the Football Club.
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Your editor was away at the end of June at
Glastonbury and, many people have asked
what it was like, so | have taken the liberty
of using these pages to say something about
it.

We were lucky. We were volunteering at
what are called the Lockups. These are large
tents where people can leave stuff securely.
We take anything so long as it’s not alive i.e.
no children or pets, otherwise it can be keys
or ID, to trolleys of beer. We were on duty 4
hours a day and an overnight during the 5
days of the festival. This meant we couldn’t
see all the acts but it gave us a place, with
other volunteers, to put our camper van
and, more importantly, showers and better
loos than on the rest of the site.

We set ourselves up a day before the festival
proper started and the following day, which
included a very heavy downpour - the last
rain till the festival ended - we watched
people their many thousands arrive bearing
huge backpacks, wheeling trolleys or even
wheelbarrows loaded with tents, food, drink
- everything they might need - of course
quite a few brought toddlers. In total | think
there were 250,000 people there.
Apparently for those few days it’s the fourth
largest ‘town’ in the South West. It’s
amazing how the infrastructure is managed -
not least the plumbing - so to speak - water
in - sewage out. Also so many food stalls and
a pop-up Co-op.

Once you have your camp set up, its time to
explore. What | hadn’t realised is that it’s

not just the music which is amazing even if,
like me, you’ve lost track of what’s popular.
There are the big stages and so many
smaller stages and tents - something for
everyone - honestly. In addition, the place is
a feast for the senses - there is a beautiful
woodland walk best seen in the evening
when it’s lit up, street entertainment,
artworks everywhere and spoken word
events which range from poetry to political
discussion - mainly on green issues. | could
go on and on. One day we walked 9 miles,
and that was before the entertainment
really got going.

Everyone asks whether | saw Elton John.
Well, | can’t say | did, except on the big
screens. We were at the very back of the
audience of an estimated 120,000 people.
My favourites were Max Richter playing on a
sunny morning to a crowd of a few
hundred. His guest was Tilda Swinton and
his music, if you don’t know it, might be
described as post-minimalist modern
classical - absolutely mesmeric. The other
big name | loved was Cat Stevens. | used to
listen to him back in the early 1970s and he
partially defined my late teenage years. I'd
never seen him live. This was a real treat.

My lasting thought about Glastonbury is
this: Don’t look down - you don’t need to. At
the toilet blocks in particular you might not
like what you see and there’s so much
around you to be amazed by.

Don’t look down - a response to
Glastonbury and its loos

Look up
Look to the side
Look askance, ahead, around.

Look forward
Look the other way
Look on the bright side

Look at both sides
Look before you leap

Look outwards - see

Don’t look down
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Feckeham Village Shop

The addition of our rather splendid terrace
two years ago , that created such an
attractive outside area for the café has
certainly provided a tremendous boost to
our annual takings. Nearly 30% of our
weekly sales are now taken through the
Shop café. It has not only provided an all
year round attraction for an increasing
number of cyclists and dog walkers but also
doubled the number of customers that we
can accommodate and cater for. However
there is another reason why our café has
become so popular and that is because we

serve excellent coffee and the most fantastic

cakes. A while ago | extolled the quality of
our coffee, so this month I’'m going to do
likewise about our cakes, or should | say
Traceys Cakes as they are known in
Feckenham.

Tracey, who is a volunteer and a member of
our Management Board, began baking for
the Shop nine years ago. Back in 2014 she
was supplying us with approximately 14
cakes a month, now that figure has risen to
almost 50 a month which is quite amazing
and a testament to the quality of her baking
skills. We regularly receive compliments on
social media and in person from customers
about how delicious Tracey’s cakes are and
their popularity has meant that Tracey has
now had to recruit another of our
volunteers, Nancy, to help her keep up with
the café’s increasing demand. Apart from
the quality of the baking, what also appeals
to our customers is the variety of cakes that
are on offer. There are forty different recipes
in Traceys repertoire from which at least
three or four are available for customers to
choose from each day. Victoria Sponge and
Lemon Drizzle are by far the biggest sellers,
however, new additions such as Cornish
Hevva Cake and her amazing Bread Puddin
have also been notable successes. All bake
in Feckenham, we are fortunate to have
such a talented baker in our village. If you
haven’t already sampled Traceys cakes, then
come along this month for afternoon tea or
morning coffee and try them for yourselves.

In other news, we have available again the
Ecover cleaning range of bio detergent and
washinF up liquid, so bring along your
refillable bottles and take advantage of
these excellent value products. As ever
thanks to all our Volunteers who keep the

Shop trading throughout the year, seven
days a week and a personal thanks to Eunice
O'Brien for creating our stunning hanging
baskets and flower troughs. Finally of course
thanks to all of you who support us with
your custom.
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August. | hope this month gives me more

time using my new watering can than July

did, especially during the first half of the

month, when even the usually thirsty runner

beans were getting more than enough to

drink. Still it seems to have worked for their

good,as | have never had such a blooming

wall of red flowers as they have given me

this year. This month | shall enjoy reaping

the resultant

abundant crop of

runner beans. Dwarf

french beans are

going for it as usual,

at this time of the

summer | never go to

my plot and there are

none to pick. In

contrast climbing

french beans have

made for a poor

showing this season.

I had a good few new potatoes and we are

still harvesting second earlies, with three

rows of main crop spuds yet to come, which

I should dig up in the latter half of August

and store away in paper or natural fibre

sacks.

I have grown 3 courgette plants this year

which are giving out courgettes faster than |

can eat them, although there is no rush as

they store well, | just make sure | eat them

in the order | crop them. Also I shall make a

few jars of courgette chutney to put away

for the winter season.

The salad crops have also thrived on July's

regular showers. | have been harvesting
lettuce thinings (red
and butter head all
year) all summer,
during this month |
shall thin them
down to those left
building nice tight
heads. Radicchio is
just coming ready
to crop, | add its
deep red and white
heads chopped into

the salad bowl. Rocket and mustard | have
been harvesting since late spring but that
which is left of them is now growing out to
seed. This month | shall sow more of both of
those alongside of winter lettuce that | shall
keep under cloche protection from
September onwards. | late cropped lettuce
thinings until late December last year, then
left them to slow grow in the cloche until
the spring and they burst forward with new
growth again and | hope to repeat again this
winter, but as we know, nothing in the veg
plot is guaranteed to give the same result
twice. Also at the end of July and the
beginning of August | sow winter raddish,
Chinese' daikon', long and pink with a nice
hot peppery taste that | was cropping until
almost mid winter last year.
Winter cabbage that | sowed at the start of
July and planted out in the second half of
the month are looking healthy in the
brassica net.
Onions are coming ready to crop, | dry them
for a few days laid out in the
polytunnel,then hang them up in strings in
the shed to use as needed.
The end of July saw the end of our peas, the
best of which was a tasty sweet crop of
mange tout.
In the polytunnel red peppers and banana
peppers are just starting to produce. The
tomatoes are doing well but are being out
done by an abundant crop of cucumbers
from 3 large healthy plants, this | am putting
down to my own made compost that | have
grown them in. Last winter | raked up the
leaves (mostly birch) from my parents
garden, put them in my compost bay mixed
up over time with veg peelings, ashes, horse
muck and green waste from the allotment.
The result has been the best compost that |
have so far managed to produce, fluffy black
soil that was nice and warm inside when |
turned it over. It even made enough to put
on the cabbage and courgette beds also,
with plenty left over to use top dressing
crops as the season goes on.

Good August harvesting, now I'm off to
keep up the slug search.
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Rob Cole’s Gardening Tips

Hamamelis x intermedia ‘Diane’

August is probably the wrong time to be
writing about a winter flowering shrub, but |
came across a photograph whilst looking for
something else and it reminded me that it
was one of the plants we left behind when
we moved from Feckenham to Salford
Priors.

Hamamelis x intermedia 'Diane’ is an
elegant shrub that is grown for its clusters of
sweetly scented dark red flowers (left) which
have slender petals that resemble strips of
ribbon. They appear in mid to late winter
on otherwise bare branches and can make
an excellent cut flower.

The leaves are hazel-like, rounded and
bright green until autumn when they
dramatically turn to reds, oranges and
yellows that could match any Japanese
maple.

It makes a splendid specimen plant and will
grow to a height and spread of 4m x 4m in
10-20 years. It is hardy in most places
throughout the UK even in severe winters -
our plant survived -18°C during the severe
2010/2011 winter.

The Royal Horticultural Society has given it
an Award of Garden Merit (AGM).

For best results, all Hamamelis should be
grown in well-drained, slightly acidic soil in
full sun to part shade. Our plant didn’t
know this and was on a sunny bank in clay.
It is said to be deer resistant, and is most
certainly low maintenance except for
pruning to shape in spring after flowering
and removing any suckers from the
rootstock (which is usually Hamamelis
virginiana).

It was raised in 1969 at the Kalmthout
Arboretum in Belgium. The Arboretum was
originally created there in 1858 by Charles
Van Geert, who planted varieties of conifers,
which were the main interest of the
Arboretum at the time. Others eventually
succeeded Mr. Van Geert, but during the
two Wars the site was abandoned.

In 1952, two horticulturists George and
Robert De Belder bought the land. Together
with Robert's wife, the agriculturist Jelena
De Belder, they created the Arboretum of
today, which is now internationally known
and since 2003 has been the International
Cultivar Registration Authority for the genus
Hamamelis. Robert raised ‘Diane’ there,
named after his daughter, as well as ‘Jelena’
named after his wife.
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Stock and Bradley Gardening Club Report

Our July 12th coach outing was to Waterperry Garden in Oxfordshire in the morning,
followed by an afternoon visit to Upton House in Warwickshire. Despite a gloomy weather
forecast, 28 of us enjoyed a sunny day with only a few minor showers. The gardens at
Waterperry were looking very good and we spent our time wandering around the extensive
garden, the plant sales area, the little church and the tea rooms where we took our lunch. In
the afternoon, we moved closer to home and visited Upton House, a National Trust property
near Edghill in Warwickshire. Our time was spent viewing the art collection in the house
and exploring the steeply sloping gardens. All in all, a very successful outing.

NEXT CLUB EVENT - Wednesday 2nd August 2023

Our next event is an evening visit to Jon and Jane Segar's extensive garden at Cookhill from
6:30pm onwards (own transport). The postal address is 'Ridgeway Barn', Evesham Road,
Cookhill, B49 5LJ and the access is on the right hand side of the road as you head towards
Evesham. To ease parking, would you car-share if possible, please.

Membership of the Gardening Club is currently by £5.00 annual subscription which becomes
due on Ist January each year, so please come prepared to renew if you haven't already done
so. Please make cheques payable to 'Stock and Bradley Gardening Club'. We welcome new
members to join us at any time throughout the year.

Club meetings are normally held on the first Wednesday of each month at the Village Hall,
Church Road, Bradley Green starting at 7.30pm, and are free to members for an annual
subscription of £5.00 for 2023. Visitors are made very welcome and may attend for £3.00
per meeting.

If you require any further information, ring Dinny Pynsent (Secretary) on 01527 821355 or
Rob Cole (Chairman) on 07544 832052.
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The 1« XI had a good June, drawing against Belbroughton and Netherton and wins against
Old Vigornians and Brockhampton. The latter was a tight game with Brockhampton making
228 for 8 wickets in the 50 overs, our boys reaching 232 for 9 in 47 overs. Nasir Mehmood
hitting 83 not out.

The 2~ XI had a mixed month, the highlight being a 10-wicket victory at Mill Lane agianst
Alvechurch & Hopwood. The visitors were bowled out for 193 and villagers Mark Cull and
Davey Banks set about the bowlers. On a steamy hot day, they knocked off the runs on 36
overs, with Mark Cull launching the ball into the churchyard to get the six runs needed for
victory and to secure his century. A celebration involving chilled drinks then ensued.

The Junior cricket section has been very busy during June and early July. The U12 team are
top of their Pairs League of ten teams after winning six of their first seven matches. The
team has put in a series of strong collective bowling performances each game and there has
also been some notable batting from Tommy Eost, Moin Sultan, Rory Gavin and Benny
Reynolds.The team is in third place in the T20 league and has had a win against Wightwick
and a narrow defeat to Alvechurch this month.

The U13 T20 team had a tense game against Hagley which finished in a tie with both teams
being dismissed for 58. Will Reynolds excelled with 3 wickets for 5 runs here as the
opposition top order was dismissed cheaply. The team has suffered with some other rain
cancellations.

The U14 squad has now had another two wins. In T20 there was a tense last over win
against Ombersley where Sam Curtis retired 50 not out to guide the side to reaching 122.
There was also a Hundred win against Astwood Bank where Ben Eost (45) and Finn Davies
(20) chased down a total of 115.

Upcoming home fixtures are:

Sat 29/07/23 12:30:00 12:30 1stXl Lye CC- 2nd XI

Sun 30/07/23 10:15:00 10:15 Under 12 Halesowen CC

Sat 05/08/23 12:30:00 12:30 2ndXI Harborne CC - Worcs
Lge 3rd XI

Tue 08/08/23 18:15:00 18:15 Under 13 Barnt Green CC

Sat 12/08/23 12:30:00 12:30 1stXl Himbleton CC - 1st XI
Sat 19/08/23 12:30:00 12:30 1stXl Netherton CC, Worcs
- Saturday 2nd XI

Sat 26/08/23 12:30:00 12:30 2nd Xl Himley CC - 3rd XI
Sun 27/08/23 10:15:00 10:15 Under 12 Alvechurch &
Hopwood CC
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