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An Independent Family Owned Funeral Directors

THOMAS BROTHERS

Family owned fuurma’ homes in Redditch, ermgmlv
'Il)rrfmﬂ & Alvechurch. We provide a friendly,
dignified service paying special attention to detail.

REDDITCH fSALl
@ 01527 547777 B
BROMSGROVE
01527 831700
WYTHALI
01564 822001
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“A famr!‘y concern”

Tapcast.

COMPUTER SERVICES

Tapeast is a family business, based in
Inkherrow, with over 20 years
experience, supporting computer .
systems in businesses and homes b

For: Computers, Laptops, Networking, Broadband, Email,
Upgrades, Repairs, Support and more

web: www.tapeast.couk  tel: 01386 792196
email: jane.neali@tapcast.co.uk

ANDREW SMITH
CHIMNEY SWEEP

Traditional and Power Sweeping
Clean, reliable and fully insured
smoke test, CCTV and certificates.
Evening and weekend appointments

also available Member of the

& Institute of Chimney
Based locally in Inkberrow Sweeps

Phone: 01386 793248
Mobile: 07789 721303

e L. e%ﬂ/éﬁ

! e MEMORIALS -

e Additional Inscriptions
& Renovations

All work is to the Ilighest Standard

Burcot Forge, Unit 4, 338 Alcester Road,
Burcot, Nr Bromsgrove B60 11T
Tel: (01527) 876200 Mobile 07710 976744

As Time Goes By

YOUR LOCAL FAMILY RUN
MEMORIAL SUPPLIER

Head Stones, Cremation Tablets,
Additional Inscriptions and
Renovation Work

Please call 01527 550505

To arrange a home visit or to find out our
opening times

Unit 5, Dunlop Road, Hunt End Industrial Estate
Redditch B97 5XP
“MEMORIALS THAT REFLECT A LIFETIME”

B 4
COLOR CODE MOTORS

ACCIDENT & REPAIR SPECIALIST
COLOUR MATCHING 100% GUARANTEED
LOW BAKE OVEN

FIBREGLASS & RESORATION WORK
FLEET & COMMERCIAL REPAIRS

LEE HALL-ANNISON

UnitA, Green Lane, The Slough, Studley, Warks. B80 7EY

TELEPHONE: 01527 854155

Beaut

by Elizabeth
Skin Therapist

™
<>

Flexible appointment
fimes availoble

Telephone: 01527 822698
Mobile: 07890 978059




Feckenham News in April

Editor's Note

Villagers, | hope that you will bear with me as your

new editor. | want the magazine to be relevant to as
many as possible. You may gradually note a few
changes. This month as we tentatively move from
lockdown, there’s lots to report, many articles have
been sent in, so we have more pages for you to dip
into. We are changing to colour throughout as well as

trying a new printer. | hope this goes smoothly. For

now Sasha Furey is there in the background being
very helpful.

Please contact me if you have anything you'd like to
have included in the magazine the more people that
are involved, the better it will be.

Good luck to all as more are vaccinated and we
begin a look forward to a more normal summer.

Gilly

Dates for your diary

April  8th Book Club
15th  Parish Council Meeting
June 26th Horse Show

August 7-14th“Wake up Feckenham Festival”
More details next month

Production Team

lan Bellion - What's On

whatson@feckenham.f9.co.uk
892130

Jen Cary - Newshound
Jo Warrilow - Distribution
Mary Smith - Advertising fnadvertising@btinternet.com

jen@28highstreet.co.uk
892059

Gilly Cooper - Editor feckenhamnews@gmail.com
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Front Cover

The church seen from
Mill Lane by the editor

Magazine online at
www.feckenham.com

Many articles in
Feckenham News are
contributed by members of
the public. They remain the
responsibility of the writers
and neither the production
team nor the publishers
can be held responsible for
the views and assertions
contained therein.




April Church Services

PARISH CHURCH of ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST

Priest-in-charge: Rev Wyn Beynon 07595313035

Church Warden: Ann Mathews 892180

Please contact Wyn for Weddings, Baptisms & Funerals at wynbeynon@gmail.com or

Ann at ann@the-madison-group.co.uk

Church Website: achurchnearyou.com/church/18729 Email: info@feckenhamchurch.org.uk

Wychbrook Website: http://www.wychebrook.co.uk

*, 0,0
There will be a service on zoom every Sunday at 11.00am. Please oM\ 1/
phone Ann Matthews for details 892180 or e-mail ann@the-madison-
group.co.uk for the link to join.

Due to the ongoing pandemic we are still not able to say whether there
will be any services in church in April. Up-to-date information can be found
on the church noticeboard at the end of Church Walk and on the church
website www.achurchnearyou.com/church/18729

=

If you would like to be kept up to date on events in the church and would 1
like to join our email mailing list please send your details to jeff@the-
madison-group.co.uk

hoPo

FECKENHAM ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
St John Fisher & Thomas More

There is a live-streamed Mass on Sundays at 4.30pm. Fr. —
Tony Rohan will officiate. The link is: www.eventcast.uk/ Q
o 2
Note: Type the link into your browser on your computer.

Fr. Anthony Rohan, The Presbytery, Redditch. Tel 63096
Local contact: Phylis Mott, Feckenham. Tel 893898



Newshound

Jen Cary

Welcoming some more new arrivals
to our village

Chris and Claire Loxton, along with
their trusty Collie, Fly, moved into The
Bird House on the Droitwich Road
back in September. Their tenancy at a
cottage in Tardebigge was coming to an
end and they were thrilled when this
house in Feckenham became available.
They have been overwhelmed by the
friendly welcome they received.

Chris, at 67, is happily retired, having
been gainfully employed since a mere
lad. His big passion is music and he
spends many hours singing and playing
guitar to an imaginary audience in the
kitchen!

Claire, a tad younger at 55, is a
postwoman in Bromsgrove. When not
pounding the streets she can usually be
found pottering around the garden and

is excited about putting her 'stamp' on
their new plot!

Being inherently nosy, Fly likes
watching passersby through the gate
but is equally content inspecting her
eyelids and dreaming of gravy bones!
Some of you regularly see Chris out
and about with Fly though they are both
really looking forward to socialising with

you all at the local hostelries and much
anticipated events.

Emily and Jonathan Peters moved
from Hertfordshire to Berrow Hill Lane
in October.

Emily is a diagnostic medical
professional and Jonathan has worked
in the IT & publishing sectors, taught in
secondary education, and, more
recently, in national politics & chemistry.
Their daughters, Harriet and Eleanor,
work in the veterinary and forensic
sectors. They enter their horses in
competitions and are happy to have
found a home for them on Berrow Hill
Lane.

Sophie & Will, are in their early thirties
and moved into Old Berrowhill Farm
(Stuart and Val Mobberley’s old house)
at the end of last year. Will is originally
from the local area and used to play for
the juniors at Feckenham CC. Sophie is
from North Yorkshire.

They said, "We moved into the village
at the end of last year and we're so
happy to be here! We've spent the last
few years living in the Jewellery Quarter

in Birmingham. It's fantastic to be
surroundedy suchbeautiful
countryside and we can't wait for the
Summer! We look forward to meeting
more people in the village as the
lockdown starts to lift.”



Thought for the Month

Rev. Wyn Beynon

Dear Friends,

Happy Easter! Easter is right at the
start of the month so | can safely start
with that.

Spring has sprung and change is in the
air. Little by little we are edging toward
the Covid end-game, unless something
really catastrophic  happens. But
something catastrophic has happened.
We have damaged the environment of
our planet to point where unless huge
and drastic changes are made the
damage is irreversible.

We cannot return to normal. Normal
has left the building, and we need to be
thinking about what a new normal
might look like in the view of what we
experienced over the past year. We
have worked through a pandemic. But
at the same time we have been
reminded from time time (but not nearly
enough) that climate change is set to
kil human beings in tens of millions
over the next 20 years. It will start
slowly.

The Church of England has set itself
the target of being a net zero carbon
emitter by 2030. It is ambitious, though
for church buildings it is achievable.
But simply being carbon zero is not
nearly enough. We have to change the
whole way we look at the world, what
we expect from life and how we
understand beside things like the
acquisition of material things. At a

recent debate about this | heard older
people say that we need to get young
people to step up. But that’s a cop-out.
Nobody under 25 has any financial
clout at all, as my generation of 60+
has ensured that the financial power
remains with us in our index linked
pension pots. It's up to the oldies to
change, and not think we can leave it
to the next generation.

And it is not just about recycling and
green energy, important as those things
are. It is about a complete change of
mind.

Am | hopeful that we will? No. What
follows from that is unthinkable, but it's
time to think the unthinkable because
those of us who are over 55 have left
our children and grandchildren an earth
sized mess. Are we sorry? No,
because it wasn't our fault. We are the
generation who have never shouldered
the responsibility for anything. That was
the real result of the liberal 1960s and
Thatcherite self interest. They turned
out to have been identical. “Look after
number 1" has been the real national
anthem of the UK for a very long time.
And once again the wheels turn and
Good Friday confronts us with the cost
of walking away from hard choices.
Thankfully the Good News is that God
loves even so. And we start, all over
again, from there.

Best wishes,

Wyn



The Village Shop

Alan Slater

Hurrah!! at last some good lockdown
news.

We are looking forward to the Glorious
Twelfth, no NOT the start of the grouse
shooting season but April 12t when we
can resume our outdoor café service.
So we will soon putting out the tables
and chairs again and hoping for some
decent weather. No doubt there will be
some April showers to contend with but
the new canopy will keep you dry.
Wrap up warm, come along and enjoy
a leisurely cup of freshly ground coffee
and a slice of delicious home made
cake .

We are expecting to be busy during the
next few months so we are on the
lookout for additional help to add to our
existing team of friendly volunteers.
Helping out at the Shop is a great way

to become involved in the Village and
make a positive contribution to our
Community. It's also good fun being
part of a team and takes only two to
three hours of your time each week. If
you would like to know a little more
about what is involved just drop by for

a chat. We would love to see you .

Apart from being an essential amenity ,
the Shop also makes a substantial
contribution towards the continued
enhancement of our village. | recently
reported that as a result of our healthy
balance sheet we were able to commit
a substantial amount towards the
funding of the forthcoming Feckenham
Bio—Diversity Project. This month we

-

have been able to financially assist the
Parish Council with the cost of
replacing three large floral planters at
the junction of the High St and
Droitwich Road. We will also be
providing ongoing sponsorship for their
maintenance to ensure that they
remain an attractive feature that can be
enjoyed by villagers and visitors all
year round .

As you may already be aware, it's the
Board's policy to provide financial
support wherever practically possible
for projects and events that enhance
our village but none of this would be
possible  without your continued
support for the Shop. Hopefully | will be
able to announce more good news
regarding some further developments
next month. In the meantime, however,
don't forget that we have in stock a
range of Easter goodies as well as
everything to meet most of your daily
household needs.

Rememberto Shop Safe by
Supporting your Village Shop .

|
WREN & BRAMBLE
Taking orders for Easter
Arrangements and posies from £15
In The Village Shop from Thursday Ist April
Contact Clare Furey on 07525 986800
Find us on Facebook @wrenandbramble
eco ¥ foraged ¥ handcrafted




Feckenham Village Hall Square Management

lan Bellion Committee

COMING SOON? TREE SAFETY

As we go to press it appears that the Hall ~ Contractors have now completed tree
will remain completely closed until mid- safety works on The Square. Checks
April. At that time it is hoped that the new  were carried out last autumn to identify
Nursery will open on a limited basis. any problems that might have been a
Other activities will not be permitted until threat to public safety. Minor issues
May 17th when limited indoor activities  were found and these have now been
with social distancing may be able to dealt with. The next inspection will take
restart. This all depends on the placeinthree years' time.
Government's “roadmap” remaining on

schedule - things may change at short FREE RIDES

notice. The Square is maintained by
To enquire about activities and booking volunteers. One of the jobs the
at the Hall please contact Liz Teisen, our  volunteers undertake is the mowing of
Booking Secretary, on 01527 891233. the grass during the summer. The
There will also be updated informationon ~ Committee has a snazzy ride-on
the Hall's website at www.feckhall.org mower for the purpose and is happy to
DRAW offer anyone who can spare the time a
The Village Hall's Improvement Fund freeride on thissoupedup
Draw for March 2021 was made at the machine....and the opportunity to keep
meeting of The Trustees on 2nd our village green spruced up as an

February. added bonus. If you'd like to take up
winners: this exceptional offer please contact
183 Penny Swinson £25 lan Ridley on 01527 894010.
154 Mark & Lisa Hackett £15
109 Susan Lisle £10
7 " Book Club
HELP FOR YOU if you are self-<isolating
From Volunteers Co-ordinated by Feckenham Facebook
Group & Parish Council N . N
ree o Gabriel Garcia Marquez's short stories,
R IC LI ESrrRic. ar PO TINC MAIL peking lp LAY Strange Pilgrims, went down pretty well,
SUPPLIES (includin, ications) or just having a FRIENDLY PHOMNE CAL H *
Lih.u"il:g ﬂ{ﬂs Jhlllef\;::ﬁme wh)en rlj\anyr:eogle arelbeingLadvised to self- ' enjoyed Iargely fDr thelr ‘c'i'trangeness and
isolate if they are either vulnerable or ill. prose. Those WhO found lt dldnlt hlt the
Wyou would ke some help then please contact JANE BULL, Clerk to spot were more dissatisfied with short
clerk.feckenhampc@feckenham.com and we will be in touch (& the story form and maybe the strangeness
helpis free!). Any goods will be left on your doorstep. More updates on our . y
local radie: swansbrook.com d|dn t Work.
NOTE Corepavs s oo Pl ke vy o osre eowewras | Neext meeting is 8th April to discuss
\ Waeh your hands regulrly y Sebastian Barry's - Days Without End




Village Notices

Possible Village Tennis Club

| would like to gauge interest in
establishing a tennis club in the village.
If you like the idea please emall
FeckenhamTennis@Gmail.com to
express your interest.
If you could say whether you are
interested in helping set up a club or
simply interested in playing that would
be helpful.
Setting up a club is likely to involve fund
raising (the National Lottery maybe)
and a lot of hard work. It will also be
very rewarding and should be a
wonderful asset to our lovely village.
John O’'Brien

Footpaths

| would like to give a ‘thumbs up’ in
Feckenham News to Lionel Hill for
repairing the frequently used style at
the back of Winfield's between

Winfield’s and Dunstall Court at the end
of the footbridge.

| reported it as extremely dangerous to
Bob Gordon, ex footpath warden (I say
ex because he has sadly recently
resigned as footpath warden after doing
a great job for a number of years). He
dropped Lionel an email and within a
couple of days ‘voil&’

Ivor Mason

World War Il Project

Life in Feckenham during World War
Two

Following on from the history of WW1 in
the village that was done a couple of

years ago, | am gathering information
for a similar history of the village in
WW?2. If you or your family lived here
then - or you have useful information -
please contact me.

Steve Fletcher
01527 271234
steve.fletcher100.sf@gmail.com

Welcome to Birdlife

In the churchyard , if you look carefully
you might see that two owl boxes, a
sparrow terrace, a swift box and several
boxes for smaller birds have been put
up. They were donated by Severn
Waste as part of their environmental
remit. We are hopeful that we may be in
time for this year's nesting season. This
fits in nicely with the wider Biodiversity

project which is ongoing in the
churchyard and elsewhere in the
village.

Introducing...

I hope this will become a regular feature
the magazine. | intend to ask a series of
questions of people who have grown up
in the village or arrived here to find out
about their experience of life in
Feckenham, why they left or why they
came here.

Some of them, like my first introduction,
Imogen Morris - see page 19 - are at
the start of their careers and others may
be much further along their life’s
journey.

If you know someone with an
interesting story to tell, please contact
me, the editor, by email
feckenhamnews@gmail.com



Radio o

www.swansbrook.com

HERE TO HELP

Feckenham's award winning radio
station is soldiering on through
pandemics and lockdowns - perhaps
the only Feckenham entertainment
organisation that has been able to
operate throughout the crisis. Now
there is the prospect of things opening
up again and Swansbrook is ready to
help. If you're in involved in something
or know of an activity that's planning
to restart just let us know and we'll
spread the good news.

Don't forget that we can be heard
anywhere in the world (with the
possible exception of North Korea) so
if you'd like to send messages to
friends or relatives in far flung
outposts of the Empire (or even in
Redditch) all you have to do is drop us
an email.

An email to radio@swansbrook.com
will do the trick.

IT'S YOUR CHOICE

Every month Chris Fletcher presents a
programme of beautiful music in
Classical Swansbrook. April's

selection has been entirely chosen by

listeners. Chris asked people to chose
their favourite pieces of classical
music and she was deluged with

suggestions - sufficient for two
programmes. All of our presenters
would be delighted to play your
requests - however obscure they may

be. We're able to draw upon the
resources of a huge music library so
we're rarely stumped. Just email us at

radio@swansbrook.com and we'll get
searching.

LISTEN TO THE SWANS

Just go to www.swansbrook.com and
follow the instructions you'll find there.
Most programmes are now available
for you to play ON DEMAND - listen
when and where you like - as often as
you like.

FECKENHAM'S OWN Local Radio
www.swansbrook.com

The FeckenOdeon

Cinema Society

PERHAPS....

Last Spring the FeckenOdeon's team
prepared a full programme of films
for its 20th Season - planned to run
from September to April... and we all
know what happened to that! With
the thought that things may just be
creeping back to normal by
September this year, we're very
tentatively looking at a programme

starting in September this year.
Given the chaos that -currently
prevails in the film distribution

industry, this may not be easy - but
we'll have a go.

We'll post any developments on our
website at www.feckenodeon.co.uk




Feckenham Cricket Club
Bob Gordon

As | write, the ground has (mostly)
dried out enough and early March saw
the “square” have its first cut of the
year, with rolling starting a week later.
The outfield was cut for the first time
which saw our “new” Land Rover
towing our refurbished 3-mower “gang”
around the field.

An interesting feature of our wicket
roller is that the front and rear rollers
are hollow and can be filled with water

to add weight as the square dries out
and hardens over the season. So, we
drain the water before its first use.

Junior fixtures are being finalised and
matches will take place early evening
on weekdays and others on Sunday
mornings and afternoons. Wednesday
evening is mostly reserved for the
Feckenham Ramblers, a mix of
Feckenham players and friends who
play friendlies.

Registration for the ECB's “All Stars”
program for 5-8 year olds should now
be open - connect to https://
www.ecb.co.uk/play/all-stars. All Stars
introduces young children to the game

of cricket in a safe and fun way.

The cost is £40 for eight sessions that
will run on Thursday evenings at the
club, starting on May 13th at 6pm.
Every participating child will receive a
backpack, including:

Backpack

Cricket bat

Cricket ball

Personalised t-shirt with your child's
name

Early sign-ups will also receive a cap
(new participants only)

Feckenham Cricket club operates to
ECB safeguarding policies and all
coaches are DBS-checked. If you have
any questions, please email the club at
feckenhamcc@outlook.com.

Upcoming senior fixtures at Mill Lane
(12:30 start):

Sat April 10t - Bromsgrove (Friendly) -
1st team

Sat April 17t - Burghill & Tillington - 1 st
team

Sat April 24t - Cutnall Green ® - 2d
team

Sat May 1st - Coombs Wood - 1stteam

TAYLORS

SOLICITORS

For all your legal needs

* Probate

* Affairs of the Elderly

* Lasting Powers of
Attorney & Deputyships

* Wills, Trusts and
Inheritance Tax matters

¢ Conveyancing
Buying, selling or remortgaging a property

1 Mason Rd, Headless Cross,

Redditch. B97 5DA - Easy Parking

Home visits available

01527 544221

Lexcel faylorssolicitors.com

1“I‘lo 51 5404

Regulcﬂed by the Solidtors Regulation Authority




Feckenham Community

Archaeology Group

MEDIEVAL MOATED SITE — WHAT'S
IT ALL ABOUT?

After the wupdate on the village
archaeology project in last month's
issue, there follows below a brief
“potted history” of.Feckenham's moated
medieval manor.

The site is now the village recreation
ground at the top of The Square and
the moat itself still exists, hidden in the
trees. For most of the year, it is a dry
ditch, but occasionally, after heavy rain,

it does take on the appearance of what
we all imagine a moat should really look
like!

The site is first documented in a land
charter dated AD 802 and then appears
in the Domesday Book as the manor of
Feckenham, continuing to be used by
royalty hunting in the forest until the
building was sold for demolition in 1356.

Thereafter, the site had various uses
including a courthouse, a prison and a
schoolhouse. In 1629 the Royal Forest
of Feckenham was “disafforested”and
little is known of its subsequent history,
although during the reign of Charles Il
tobacco was planted on the former site

of the manor and apparently grew very
well!

The site was listed as a Scheduled
Ancient Monument in 1949, meaning it
is nationally important and is protected
for the benefit of current and future
generations. It is currently described as
“at risk” in Historic England’'s Heritage
at Risk Register which led to the
establishment  of the Community

Archaeology Project and the recent
completion of the Conservation
Management Plan to ensure that the
site is maintained and protected going
forward.

So, what does a Scheduled Ancient
Monument signify? Well, it means that it
is a criminal offence to destroy or
damage it or to carry out any works
without Scheduled Monument Consent.
In addition, the use of metal detecting is
illegal without written consent from
Historic England, as is removal of any
objects found. This is why it may

appear that there are a lot of rules and
regulations around the site, but they are
to protect the archaeology that may be
hidden beneath the ground.

The Archaeology Group hope to carry
on their research about the moated
manor and surrounding areas and to
organise an exhibition to provide
villagers with more information about
the site once Covid 19 restrictions
allow, as the above is just a very brief
outine of what we have already
discovered!



Feckenham Parish Council

Jane Bull

The Parish Council met on 4th March
by video conference.

e CCTV: Rachel Nicholls, Lifeline and
CCTV Manager from the Borough
Council attended the meeting to give
an update. The Lifeline service helps
people to continue living safely and
independently  within their own
homes. Parishioners can enquire
about the service on 01527 534060 or
email contact@newlifeline.org.uk

e Dog Bins: There were requests for
additional dog waste bins possibly
along the Droitwich road. The Clerk
will make a repeat request to the
Borough Council.

e Flooding: The flooding around
Astwood Lane and Swansbrook was
discussed in detail. The Parish
Council has been working with
landowners and other agencies to
find a solution and it is expected that
action will be taken soon.

e Playground: Enquiries have been
made about upgrading the children’s
play area. RBC Leader was looking
into this.

e Footpaths: The appointment of a
Parish Footpath Warden had been
delayed by Covid but it was hoped

that the new Warden would be in post
soon

e Planters: Three new planters to
replace the damaged ones on the
corner of Droitwich Road and High
Street have now been delivered. The
purchase was made possible by a
generous donation from The Village
Shop. The Shop has also offered an
annual donation towards the costs of
new plants. Thanks must also go to
David Rowe who designed the
planters. Thanks also to Scott and
Tracey Cater for providing a skip for
the rubbish and lastly the willing
group of gardeners who have made
them come alive- including J.
Underwood, J. Hooker, D & G Rowe
and J Bull.

e County Councillor: Jane Potter would
not be standing for reelection. The
Parish Council thanked her for all her
help and support.

To read the full minutes of Parish
Council Meetings you can go to
www.feckenham.com and select the
Parish Council tab. Draft minutes are
also posted on the notice board at the
Turton Gardens junction. The next
Meeting of the Council will be on
Thursday, April 15th at 7.30pm.

To contact the Council call the Parish
Clerk, Jane Bull, on 01527 892522 or
email

clerk.feckenhampc@feckenham.com



Feckenham WI

Linda Harris

It is now a year since the last meeting

of Feckenham WI and how times have
changed! During the easing of
restrictions last year we had a garden
meeting for members (social distancing
guidelines adhered to) and all members
enjoyed an afternoon of catching up
with friends. We also organised several
walks of limited numbers for members
to enjoy and we have kept in touch with
members via telephone and email. As a
number of the current members do not
have access to computers, we have not
run virtual meetings during the
pandemic. However, for those with IT
capability, there has been the option to
join virtual events on Zoom organised
by the Worcestershire Federation of
WiIs (WFWI) or to sign up for a
“Denman at Home” courses via Zoom
eg cookery and craft demonstrations
and talks on subjects such as history,
health and fashion.

Sadly the number of members in
Feckenham WI has dwindled over
recent years and numbers have now
reduced to the point where the village
WI is no longer viable. We have lost two
members over the last few months —
Jane and Oliver White who have moved
to be nearer their son and very sadly
Sheena Shale, who passed away very
unexpectedly in January. Both were
active committee members, Jane was
Secretary(Oliveroccasional
photographer) and this key position has
not yet been filled.

We will reach a milestone of 102 years
in April but unless we can attract new

members, the Feckenham WI will have

to close. The WI has been an integral
part of village life since its inception and
to lose a longstanding organisation that

is part of the village would be very sad.
Over the years we have risen to
challenges new and old, being a great
support to country folk during the
Second World War, eg providing
canning facilities, and over the years
running the teas at the Garden and
Flower Festival. WI is not just for
monthly meetings but garden Vvisits,
theatre visits, social outings, seeing
friends and for those who live on their
own, a time to talk — the telephone is a
good communicator but not the same
as talking face to face.

Feckenham WI is part of the National

Federation of Women's Institutes
(NFWI) and the Worcestershire
Federation of WIs. A membership

subscription is paid annually and the
new membership year will start from
April 2021. The subscription fee is set
by the NFWI and is made up of three
parts — this year £12.10 will go to the
NFWI, £10.30 will go to the WFWI and
£21.60 would normally go to the WI
group, making a total of £44.00. As the
NFWI is concerned that some members
have felt a lack of a “full WI experience”
over the last 12 months, a new initiative
has been launched to allow each Wi
greater flexibility over the subscription
to be charged and, in line with this,
Feckenham WI has agreed to waive its
share of the annual subscription fee
and charge just £22.40 to existing
members and any new members who
wish to join — this represents the
amounts to be paid to NFWI and WFWI
and will cover the cost of the services
they provide, The WI Life magazine,
newsletters, etc.



The national organisation - the NFWI - health and ending violence against

is the largest women's organisation imomen. To find out more about the WI,
the UK and prides itself on being please refer to the WI website: https://
a trusted place for women of all www.thewi.org.ukdr the
generations to share experiences andlVorcestershire Federation website:
learn from each otherlts aim is to https://worcestershirewi.org.uk/.
provide women with educational Should anyone be interested in joinir
opportunities and the chance to builBeckenham WI, please phone me on
new skills, to take part in a wide variety01527 892850.

of activities and to campaign on issues

that matter to them and their We have to be optimistic and work on
communities.  Current campaigns the principle that times will get bett
include the importance of cervical and we will be able to meet friends
screening, climate change, work to  again in person in the not too dista
alleviate loneliness, support for mentaiture.

Community First’s oil buying group.
Great value and convenience.

Community First is a long established charity, in Herefordshire and
Worcestershire, with aims to support strong and vibrant rural
communities.

In 2013, we set up a bulk buying group for heating oil for anyone in the
two counties. The scheme keeps money in the local economy, builds
a greater sense of community and cooperation and helps tackle fuel
poverty. Over the years, with hundreds of members, we have saved
many thousands of pounds across both counties.

How does it work?
At the end of each month we collate orders placed by our members

and negotiate with a number of suppliers. Our savings are often
between 2p and 4p a litre against the average English price and can
be much more against local individual quotes. Our prices are the
same for 500 as for 1500 which is good for spreading your costs.
To register your interest or ask a question please contact
info@comfirst.org.uk or ring Richard on 07515 881231.

Membership costs £20 per year. We are very happy to work with
established local groups too for instance by sharing good practice and
energy efficiency tips.

More details can be found at www.comfirst.org.uk




Feckenham C of E Primary School

Jeannette Little

Finally after wishing children and
families ‘Merry Christmas’ back on 17th
December 2020, we have been able to
say, ' Hello and welcome back! to our
whole school family. It has been a
reunion much anticipated and it did not
disappoint! We had a full complement of
pupils and with little, if any persuasion
that it was a good day, a day of joy and
hope.

Like all schools across the country, we
remained open with all staff on site
delivering live teaching for key workers’
children and those that are more
vulnerable whilst also setting home
learning and regularly ‘zooming' with
those at home. It has been a challenge
especially in the first few weeks as no
one expected primary schools to close
but we made it through what became an
organic response to the changing needs
of our families. Now that particular
challenge is over it makes us all the
more appreciative of our classrooms
being full again.

It must be said that all our parents and
carers deserve huge recognition for
coping with home-schooling for such a
long period. Many have juggled working
from home with teaching their child/
children at the same time. This | can
assure you is not an easy ask and we
salute the efforts that families have gone
to maintain a happy home atmosphere
during what has been at times, a very
dark period. We have been touched by
the positive messages sent to staff over
the past few months via our online
learning platform and thank our families
for being just as supportive in lockdown

as they are in regular times.

The next few weeks and months will
allow us to get all our children back on
track with their learning and progress.
Positivity is the key here. Our Christian
values will play a huge part in forging
forward and as our school mission
statement states, ‘with God we grow to
live life in all its fullness’. With prayer,
hope and determination we shall
succeed.

We do send our gratitude to all the NHS
workers who have, and continue to work
tirelessly for us all during this time. Our
prayers are with them.

and 'Pilewort'.

Lesser celandine - this one from Poplars Lane
but they are popping up on verges and lawns all
over the place. As one of the first flowers after
winter, they are important to bees and they may
be named after the Greek word ‘chelidon’ -
swallow - because they flower when swallows
return. The bulbous roots were used to a make
tea which was said to cure haemorrhoids!
Hence the country names 'Spring Messenger'




Pussy Willow found in Poplars Lane in
Late February. Also known as Great
Sallow or Goat Willow. These are the
early male flowers. Mature wood was
used for hurdles and fences and fresh
growth as osiers for basketry.
Apparently, sprays are carried on Palm
Sunday in countries too far north to find
palm fronds, and 'To wear the willow'
traditionally means to go into mourning,
especially for a sweetheart.

A Special Parish Meeting was held on 15th March to allow Parishioners to
ask questions about and pass comment on two matters:

Football: A proposal had been received to allow football matches to be played

until the end of June in order that teams could make up for matches lost due to

the pandemic. There is an agreement in place that means that goalposts are
usually taken down at the end of April. Concerns were expressed about the
impact on residents particularly in relation to traffic, parking and bad language.

The organisers had arranged alternative parking and offered to try to get players
and attendees to tone down their language. It was understood that this year

would be regarded as exceptional and that, if an extension was granted, it would
not establish a precedent for future seasons.

Greener Grid Park: A planning application had been submitted for the
construction for a battery unit to be built on land adjacent to the National G
switching station on Astwood Lane. Parishioners expressed many concerns
including safety, effect on the Green Belt, noise and construction traffic. The
Parish Council would be working with Borough Councillors to clarify many issues.
Parishioners were urged to view the plans on the Borough Council’'s website and
make comments or objections as soon as possible. (Search for "Redditch
Borough Council Planning", select “View and Comment on Planning Applications”
and enter reference number 21/00195).




Introducing...

Imogen Morris

Imogen grew up at Moors Lane in
Feckenham, moving out to study Fine
Arts and Art History at Kingston
University. She returned to her parents
for a while and finally moved out
permanently 3 years ago because she
was then able to rent her own place.
She said that she wanted to live near
her friends close to Birmingham
commenting, “When you get to your
twenties you get the itch to be
elsewhere. Feckenham is lovely but |
felt a real pull to be a part of the hustle
and bustle of Birmingham.”

She has been living in the same flat in
Kings Heath for 3 years now. Asked
about what she's doing she said, “I'm
currently working as an artist. | have
been since January 2021, so I'm in the
early stages of this venture! | make
portraits out of thread and nails,
although | have started branching out to
new subjects like landscapes, and dog
portraits. | quit my job as a Youth
Worker at the end of December, saved
a bit of money, and | am now pursuing

an art career. It's been a bit of an uphill
battle but very exciting and | wouldn't
want to be doing anything else.

| asked her about her favourite
memories of the village. “Living on an
old farm up a lane was really good |
spent my childhood mainly outdoors,
playing on my parents’ land and cycling
up and down Moors Lane. Also working
at the Lygon Arms — it's changed hands
numerous times, but throughout the
years | loved working there. We worked
so hard but also built up a real
community- some of my closest friends
are those that | met through working at
the Lygon.

She has particularly fond memories of
people who supported and were
inclusive of the young people in the
vilage “Mr Mott and Paul Cotton
running Youth Club then Liz Teisen and
Mrs Moyes taking over. Of course her
parents ran Junior Youth Club for a long
time too. The Barratts ran Youth Zone,
Vicky Butler and the pantomimes,
Claire Fury and the choir — there was so
much to do in the village as a kid and
we were really encouraged to be
adventurous, imaginative and creative.”

MTMEEF;EMBQNDERY.CO.UK

/ W.IMBGENEMBRD,IDER‘YART.COM
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Farewell to Jane and Oliver White

As our former editor and her husband
move away, | asked a few villagers,
Phyllis and Michael Mott, Ann
Matthews, Janie Anderson, Jilly and
David Rowe as well as Marion and
Peter Chute for their favourite
memories of the couple. Here are a few
their comments:

“Oliver was a witty and entertaining
neighbour who kept a racing car in his
sitting room. In due course our two boys
went to see him race. The car might
sometimes finish! He was hospitable,
producing an excellent cod Portugaise.
He was an essential part of village
pantomimes in the glory days of
Frances Andrews and the Butler family:
but his finest performance was as one
of the sinister hooded priests in
Frances’ unforgettable production of
T.S.Elliot's Murder in the Cathedral.”

“Jane, a domestic genius who could
cook, make marmalade, sew and
arrange flowers like few other people, a
member of Feckenham WI for about 40
years joining when it was in danger of
folding. The rest is history. Over the
years Jane held various roles including
President, Vice President and
Secretary.A greatcook and
craftswoman: there are several items in
the church that she had a hand in
making.

She was a founder member of the
Lunch Club which met monthly to serve
a hot lunch to older residents of the
village. Her puddings and casseroles
always went down well. Oliver
particularly enjoyed puddings with
custard as Jane wasn't in the habit of
making custard at home. She offered
her skills as a school cook in 1984

when Feckenham Primary ceased to
provide cooked meals.

Numerous charity banquets were held
in the school hall where Jane would
cook and Oliver be one of the waiters -
dressed appropriately in white bow tie
and tails!”

“Oliver was one of the founders of
Feckenham Readers Group which has
been around for over 20 years. He was
a regular and his often controversial
opinions always meant that the group
had lively and animated evenings. He'll
certainly be much missed and his ‘worst
month of my life’ will resound into the
future! Also a member of the team that
put the FeckenOdeon Cinema together.
Memories of those early days include
all the hard work that we had to do to
build the infrastructure of the Cinema.
It was a hit of a slog at times but we'll
never forget him sawing some wood in
the Village Hall, complaining how hard it
was and triumphantly finishing only to
find that he had sawed off the corner of
the table! It made our day.”

“Described as a perfectionist in
everything she did: needlepoint, flower
arranging so beautifully done, time no
object. Cooked to perfection. The coat
hangers she did for The WI Christmas
sale....was on the doorstep otherwise
they would disappear in a trice; on top

of that a really good brain, and an
interesting lady. Oliver, a real village
man. Loved his Swansbrook interview
with Paul Furey...who never got a word
in edgeways! Again a character.

Frankly | can’t think how the village will
manage without them...how we will
miss them.”



Bell Ringing, Sir Tom and the
Clock

Angela Fletcher and John Eaton

For those who heard and wondered why a
solitary bell rang out for several minutes at

12 noon on Saturday 27 February, it was
the day of Captain Sir Tom Moore’s funeral.
Ringers in many towers around the country
tolled a bell 100 times to honour his life and
the amazing fund-raising he did for the
NHS in the run up to his 100 th birthday last
year. Tolling is ringing a single bell slowly
and historically has been associated with
funerals. This was allowed under the Covid
restrictions as only one person was needed
to ring and a Feckenham ringer was very
happy to join in with marking the occasion.

In total some 350 towers around the
country tolled a bell on the day of his
funeral. Other towers in the Worcestershire
included Bretforton, Bromsgrove,
ChaddesleyCorbett,Eckington,

Kidderminster, Stoulton, Worcester
Cathedral, Worcester All Saints and
Wychbold.

Bell ringing is usually a very social activity
with each bell needing a person to ring it.
The layout of the ringing chamber and how
the bell ropes hang down from the bells
makes social distancing in most towers an
impossibility. Therefore, tower ringing has
been on hold since the start of the
pandemic. Ringers all around the country
are very much hoping they will soon be
able to get back into towers to ring the bells
in a more joyful way, although it will
probably not be before all the restrictions
are (hopefully) lifted in June.

When ringing does resume, we would
welcome anybody that would like the
chance to try a new hobby.

You may have noticed the church clock has
not been working for the past 3 months. On
Tuesday 10" February the Cumbria Clock
engineer was able to visit the Tower and
inspect the clock. There was no apparent
reason for the clock stopping however we
noticed that it had stopped at 05.25. A
closer inspection of the hands showed that
the minute hand fouled the hour hand each
hour.

The hands have now been disconnected,
parked at 12.00 and the clock left running

so that it will chime the hours.

We are awaiting quotes for the next stage

of the repair.”

48 High Street
Feckenham

B96 6HS

w—()]1527 892188

A traditional freehouse village pub
with Food - owned and run by the
Clarke famil

Proper Pub }xood
at Proper Prices

Special Dishes - every day

Quality locally sourced meat

We're pleased to announce that, subject to
Government confirmation, we shall reopen on
13th April with a full food and drinks service

in the outdoor areas of the pub only.
Ample outdoor seating and improved access.
Table service only - the rule of six applies
Other restrictions are yet to be confirmed.
Opening Hours :
Mondays CLOSED (while in Step 1)
Tuesdays - Fridays 12 -3 & 6 - 11
Saturdays 12—-11: Sundays 12 -8
Times may vary - please call to check
Takeaway Service still available
Place your orders by calling
01527 892188

www.roseandcrownfeckenham.co.uk




Feckenham Conservation and Biodiversity Project

Update from Jeff Matthews

We continue to make steady progress
in creating increased bio-diversity
around the Ancient Monument that is
King John’s Hunting Lodge, the
Cricket Pitch and the Churchyard.

In the Churchyard, we can report that
several new nesting boxes have been
put up. Donated by the RSPB to
churches throughout Britain, we were
able to claim several which Alan Moore
has successfully installed. We have a
new owl box, several smaller boxes (for
tits, sparrows and the like) and some
boxes placed under the eaves of the
church for swallows and swifts. See if
you can spot them.

The precise detail of the project is now
being worked up particularly the seed
planting for the flower meadow and the
maintenance plan tree by tree so
permissions can be applied for.

We are hoping to start the tree work
once the nesting season is over and the
bulk of the flower meadow preparation
will be later in the year for next spring —
in time for the Flower Festival, all being
well.

We aim to create a website to show the
exact detail very soon, so you can see
the plans.

In the short to medium term, we are
adopting a policy that every tree
removed (we have five that need cutting
down) will be replaced by a new one.
Piles of wood will be created as ‘bug
hotels’ to support insect and wildlife.
Wherever possible we are going to
replace non-native trees with native
species and the largest specimens of
the chosen types we can find, so that
the wooded feel of the Churchyard won't

be lost but habitats for native species
will be created. Worcestershire Wildlife
trust are suggesting the following types
to choose from:

Holly llex aquifolium — evergreen, can
be easily pruned if required, wildtype not
variegated.

English yew Taxus baccata — evergreen,
traditional for churchyards, medium-
large tree, very long-lived.

English oak Quercus robur — supports a
huge number of species, large tree, very
long-lived, needs plenty of space.

Crab apple Malus sylvestris — small/
medium sized tree with blossom and
fruit, plant a few different varieties.

Field maple Acer campestre — medium
sized tree, nice colour in autumn.
Spindle Euonymus europaeus - brightly
coloured small tree/shrub, bushy, better
amongst other trees/in hedges.

Midland hawthorn Crataegus laevigata —
lots of fruit and flowers, forms large
shrub or small tree.

Wild cherry Prunus avium — fruits and
flowers, medium/large tree.

Daffodils by Alan Jones’ garden.
Photo from lan Bellion



HARDWOOD

LOGS

" FOR SALE

NO DEI IVERY CHARGE
TREE TOPPING
HEDGE CUTTING
GARDEN CLEARANCE
Telephone anylime:

01905 620934

Coot

Climate

Air Conditioning Systems
for your Home, Office or Business
Mr Simon Baker
Tel.: 01527 892823 or 07736 447705

E-mail: simon@coolclimate.co.uk
Web: http://www.coolclimate.co.uk

G Let me help!

1
v

Can’t think what to do with your garden?
A [ !

4 Claire Ellis =
Complete Gardens

Design & Planting
Maintenance & Rejuvenation
Consultancy
% 07773 101750 or 01527 894745

FECKEN

GARAGE

MOT Testing Station

Servicing & Repair to all makes

Tel: 01527 892483

_\

:=/ Inkberrow

Physiotherapy & Acupuncture

THE IRONING CENTRE

16 Feckenham Road
Astwood Bank

«{Next to Astwood Smiles Nursery
The Old Coach House)

all aspects of plastering and decoration undertaken
,

Jor a free estimate call

07909 911833
01905 772890

4 realistic prices

IRONING

CLINICAL SPECIALIST PHYSIOTHERAPIST LAUNDERING

EXPERIENCED ACUPUNCTURIST DRY CLEANING
INDIVIDUALLY TAILORED TREATMENT PLANS REPAIRS & ALTERATIONS

FLEXIBLE APPOINTMENTS TO SUIT YOU SHOE REPAIRS
RECOGNISED BY MOST HEALTHCARE INSURERS COLLECTION & DELIVERY

www.inkberrowphysioacupuncture.co.uk 01527 894040

T: 01386 792126 M:07801 993125
L.E. Plasterer & Decorator Fencing

Groundworks — Foundations

Equestrian — Agricultural — Domestic
Free estimates — over 25y experience

Based locally in Bradley Green

WD & NM Willison Ltd

Mob: 07825034320 Tel : 01527 821589

Email : wwdandnmltd@gmail.com




JW & AJ BARRETT LTD

Craftsmen in Metal
Traditional Blacksmithing
Restoration/repair
Metal work for home & garden
Mobile Welding

www.artmetal.co uk
Tel/lFax 01527 821500
Mobile 07973 517781

g o “"‘o ]

“g: Direct floors
e Home service

( Carpets + Vinyls* Wood-floors Laminaies)

1 Mobile showroom to your home
Save up to 30% on shop prices
1 Over 3000 samples on our van

B 01527-894777
n www.direct—ﬂoorsAco.uif, oy

Furniture moved & carpets uplifted
\ for OAP'S & disabled free of charge #//

Landscaping
Jeff Annand Contracting Ltd.

Blockpaving - Ponds - Patios - Groundwork
& General Property Maintenance

Free Quotes
References available
Fully Insured

Tel: 07968 668906
or 01527 894745

powbrook Gardeng

Imaginative high quality landscaping
Patios & garden walls
Ponds & water features
Swimming pool & ponds fibreglassed
Also Pond & Patio cleaning
Fencing & Hedge cutting
Local, friendly service, references available
Call Glenn - 01905 937852
Mobile 07792613020

CORNELL

' 7\ Established Over 40 Years
ol Chimney Sweep

Clean & Efficient - Brush & Vacuum

Competitive Prices - Cowl Fitting

Graeme Buthn
O121 445 5913
0754 587 6475
46 Oxford Road, Moseley, Birmingham B13 9ER

Bennett Decoration
Painting & Decorating

Interior & Exterior
® First Class Work
=~ "Tel: 01527 893162

~- Mob: 0797 3627269
Free Estimates

img 16 (bl
| £ it

I
SERNCES

@ )\

PADDY'S PAWSS

|PROFESSIONAL DOG WALKING & PET SERVICES |

Dog walking, puppy visits, small pet care, poultry and equine care
Fully insured / DBS chacked

Competitive rates, Redditch and surrounding areas.

Call Clare on 07711 052561 Email paddyspaws@outiock.com

Building, Roofing,

Mdintenance & Repair

Venables
Property Services



EE SLIREECINS

TREE SURGERY -~ HEDGE TRIMMING :
LOPPING, PRUNING - STUMP REMOVAL

TEL: 01527 892828

MaoBILE: O7970 263779 i
184 THE RIDGEWAY, ASTWODD BANK FULLY INSURED - NPTC CERT.

RAY B R 0
BRAY BE

FECKENHAMVILLAGE SHOP

Support the Shdp
that Supports o
THE VILLAGE ¢

N\ .
. vV 'S S « Coffee Shop e
" DAILY DELIVERIES TO YOUR AREA - * Wide Variety of Products

CAN BE DELIVERED LOOSE OR IN BULK BAGS
LR T e Improved Range of

Beers & Wines
* Deli & Cakes

: ! #q } & L Y S
=Fa 3% o Weekdays 8am - 5pm
COMPLETE RANGE OF SAND & GRAVELS, ROCKERY STONE, e Sl - -
WATER FEATURES, DECORATIVE CHIPPINGS, RECYCLED & Saturd By 9am 4pm
QUARRIED STONE, TOP SOIL, TURF, BARK & CEMENT. 1day 10am - | pm ®

Sunday

READY MIX CONCRETE & CPCS TRAINING
ALSO AVAILABLE ON SITE W feckenhamshop.co.uk situn

Sandhills Farm, Edgicake Lane, Astwood Bank, B9 6BG
01527 893343 « www.sedavis.co.uk T 01527 894475

JONATHAN SPROULE DEVELOPMENTS
(MASTER BUILDERS)

SPECIALISTS IN INDIVIDUAL, CHARACTER,
__TIMBER FRAME & PERIOD PROPERTIES

30 Years Experfence
BESPOKE & INDIVIDUAL NEW BUILDS
RENOVATIONS AND CONVERSIONS
EXTENSIONS AND ALTERATIONS
TIMBER/OAK FRAME OUTBUILDINGS/GARAGES
BARN CONVERSIONS

Mcrc Green Cottage, Hanbury, Droitwich, Worcs. WR9 7DZ
Tel: 07973 445048  Email: sarah@jonathansproulebuilders.co.uk

www.jonathansproulebuilders.co.uk

© 2021. Published by Feckenham PCC
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