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December

5th Parish Mee�ng

7th Readers Group

S&B Gardening Club

10th That Snow Joke

13th History Society

24th Carols on The Square

26th Boxing Day Walk

27th Feckenodeon

Regular Sessions

Mondays Restora�ve Yoga
Thursdays Bridge; Hatha Yoga; Pilates
First Tuesday of the month:
Feckenham Sessions and
Feckenham Forest History Society
Third Monday of the month: WI

In the Magazine
Look out for some new ar�cles . One
charity bike ride which had already taken
place and a row across the Atlan�c in aid of
Acorns Children’s Hospice which is at the
prepara�on stage, The crossword is back
and there’s a new piece about Pete’s
allotment.
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Editor’s Note
Many people have been
telling me how much
they enjoy the magazine
and it’s very welcome
feedback. Though I write
some of the content, the
magazine is a collec�on
of ar�cles from our
group of contributors who respond to me
each month with their ar�cles, most of
which are sent by the deadline, though
some need a li�le nudge. This month we
have a couple of new contribu�ons. One, a
le�er which came handwri�en and dropped
through my le�er box, and that’s a perfectly
good way to give me copy. I dictate the
words into my phone, and out comes text
which only needs a li�le correc�on perhaps
on account of my Sco�sh accent. The other
ar�cle is about the success of a charity bike
ride in Cyprus. It came with a picture of the
team. As the magazine is for all of us and,
though I’ve lived in Feckenham for nearly 40
years, I don’t know everyone - especially the
newcomers, please don’t be shy. If there’s
something you want to tell us about,
perhaps a success of some kind, a family
announcement, a sugges�on for the
community to support - send me
informa�on or let me know you have
something to say and I’ll write it up for you.
I have never declined an ar�cle though I
may have edited a few. My criteria would be
that we need to be considerate to others
reading - oh, and though I know it’s a
problem, I don’t comment on dog poo!

You may wonder
why there’s a
photo of a humble
savoy cabbage.
Well it’s because,
one of the
allotment
members, Pete
Delaney, has sent
in the first of a series of ar�cles about his
organic veg project. This photo is of this
year’s first cabbage coming ready.

Charlo�e and Paul Styler of Mouch Farm
announce the arrival of Posy, a li�le sister to
Ava & Henry born on the 5th of October.

Newshound

board outside our house and to confirm t
Ann and Jeff Ma�hews write: “Many of you
will have seen the ‘for sale’ board outside
our house and to confirm that we are
planning to leave the village mid – March
having been living on The Square since
2004. Prior to that we lived in Callow Hill
moving there in 1990 and so our move
brings to a pause nearly 25 years of being
involved in Feckenham life. It’s a big wrench,
and we will miss very much everyone we
have got to know over the years. Yes, we
have given of our �me to things but we have
got back 10 fold that investment, so thank
you for your love and kindness, par�cularly
in the rather difficult last couple of years.
We are leaving to be near elder daughter
Emma, down in Surrey. They are expec�ng
their 2nd child in May so we are assuming
serious Grandparen�ng du�es, and making
a new life while we s�ll have our facul�es.
We hope to be able to say cheerio to people
before we go and are sure we will be back
for various events.” – March having been
living on The Square since 2004. Prior to
that we lived in Callow Hill moving there in
1990 and so our move brings to a pause
nearly 25 years of being involved in
Feckenham life. It’s a big wrench, and we
will miss very much everyone we have got to
know over the years. Yes, we have given of
our �me to things but we have got back 10
fold that investment, so thank you for your
love and kindness, par�cularly in the rather
difficult last couple of years. We are leaving
to be near elder daughter Emma, down in
Surrey. They are expec�ng their 2nd child in
May so we are assuming serious
Grandparen�ng du�es, and making a new
life while we s�ll have our facul�es. We
hope to be able to say cheerio to people
before we go and are sure we will be back
for various events.Many of you will have
seen the ‘for sale’ board outside our house
and to confirm that we are planning to leave
the village mid – March having been living
on The Square since 2004. Prior to that we
lived in Callow Hill moving there in 1990 and

Arthur Roger Hind
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Village No�ces and Le�ers

T4U CHRlSTMAS
SHOEBOX APPEAL

2022
Lin Preece

From all of the children and all of
the families that will receive one
of your ‘Special Shoebox Gifts‘, this
Christmas, thank you so much, for your
kindness and generosity !

Many of the children that receive a T4U box
have nothing at all to call their own. Some
children are so in awe at the box alone, that
they need encouragement to open it up to take
a look inside, they simply can’t believe that
someone, somewhere, cares about them ! Your
boxes are going to be so special to them this
Christmas, not only because they contain lots
of lovely goodies for them to enjoy and
treasure, but also because each and every box
contains so much more. In every box there is
love, in every box there is thoughtfulness, and
above all every one of our boxes gives these
children hope for a better and brighter future !

It has been heartwarming to see so many boxes
in Church ready to begin their journey. I will
be able to tell you numbers and destinations in
next months issue.

On behalf of the children and myself we wish
you all a ‘VERY HAPPY CHRISTMAS’.
Thank you, for your continued support. Thank
you for all the lovely boxes, all the generous
donations, and all the beautiful hand knits !

TOGETHER WE CAN CHANGE LIVES
ONE BOX AT A TIME

Hi all,

I thought I would introduce myself and what
I am hoping to do next year. My name is
George Farmiloe and you may have seen me
occasionally propping up the bar in the Rose
and Crown or The Lygon – in equal measure
of course (no pun intended!) - and I have
signed up to row across the Atlan�c Ocean
in November next year.

Together with a school buddy I am doing
this to raise much needed funds for Acorns
Hospice as a good friend of my co-rower
sadly lost his life aged just 17. Throughout
Jack's struggle with cerebral palsy, Acorns
Hospice provided an unbelievable lifeline to
him and his family.

This is not (yet) a plea for fundraising.
Rather I would really like my endeavours to
also be part of the Feckenham and Bradley
Green Community. I thought it would be
encouraging for me, and hopefully for you,
to share my progress, spark an ongoing
interest in how we are ge�ng on and
perhaps give a bit more of an ‘in person’
presenta�on nearer the �me.

So, with the Editor’s blessing, over the next
few months I aim to share my story right up
un�l we hit the High Seas – hopefully not
too literally. I’ll fill in some more blanks
about me, why I’m commi�ng myself to
this, informa�on about the boat and
equipment and of course the lead up to the
start.

Local Communi�es and what people are
doing in their lives are part of the glue that
binds us all together. I really look forward to
taking you on my journey.

George Farmiloe
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Feckenham Parish Council
Allotments and Conserva�on

Garden Society

Interested in having an allotment
to grow your own vegetables and
so� fruit or flowers? We
currently have two half plots
available. Cost - £25 per annum
including access to a polytunnel
for growing seeds, tomatoes, and
other tender plants. Also, a full
range of gardening tools.

Contact: Gay Bligh, Secretary,
m.gbligh49@gmail.com or Paul
Bradley, Treasurer,
paulbradley007@gmail.com

A le�er from Val Neal

Many years ago Gordon and I went on our
first cruise around the Med and one of our
stops was Nice together with a trip to
Monaco. From Casino Square we walked up
the hill passing on the way Prince Caroline’s
mansion and also visited the church, a li�le
further on, where Grace Kelly’s tomb lies.
We con�nued on to the palace at the top, at
which point Gordon decided he needed to
find a loo as you do!

Whilst he was away I stood with no one else
around and admiring all the fabulous cars
parked on the square adjoining the front of
the palace and to my amazement the palace
gate opened and a black limo drove out and
as it drove towards me I realise Prince
Rainier accompanied by a very official
looking lady was si�ng in the back. I
couldn’t believe my eyes they came so close
to me standing aghast at what I’m seeing. A
wonderful memory I shall never forget. It’s a
pity Gordon missed out. Perhaps I should
have waved but I didn’t.



and golf. The list becomes a li�le more
random. Captain Jack Sparrow was a great
favourite – he would only wear a face mask
if it was made of Jack Sparrow fabric. Double
double Baileys became a tradi�on. Dave and
Arthur would drink whiskey and Baileys
together and he would always share his
Baileys with the dog!

Arthur bought Billy a Christmas jumper for
the Christmas jumper night. Regulars will
remember this.

He loved building small boats from kits , and
he had a collec�on of flags for all special
occasions which we could see in the small
flagpole at his gate.

Jokes – he was a terrible teller of jokes. He
would tell you the beginning of the joke the
end of the joke go back to the beginning
forget the end and then he come to the
middle of the joke.

A visual memory is of Arthur in his black
BMW wearing his shades, elbow out of the
window, cigar in hand, waving at friends

One year he came for Christmas. A�er the
meal, Arthur was le� in the room with the
par�ally consumed goose and Gracie the
dog. Great commo�on was heard from the
kitchen and, when Jackie came through she
found Gracie running round the room with
the goose in her mouth and Arthur in fits of
laughter. This has become the stuff of family
legend and never fails to bring a smile.

Arthur was a dear friend who will be very
sadly missed by so many in the village, not
least Jackie and Dave.
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Village No�ces

Arthur became a
firm friend as
soon as Jackie and
Dave moved to
the village about
5 years ago. They
met at the Rose
and Crown, and
from the
beginning sat with
him most nights.
They would give
Arthur a call to
say they were on
their way and
many pleasant
evenings were
had together. People thought that Arthur
was Jackie’s dad and truth be told he was
about the same age as her dad. Others
thought that they had moved to the village
because he was a close rela�ve but that was
wrong too.

They went to lots of events together from
shows in the village hall and, sadly some
funerals. When Dave was away Jackie and
Arthur would have what became known as
“date nights”. Arthur even muscled in on
their wedding anniversary dinner at the pub.
They asked him kindly to leave them alone
but he simply bought another drink and
rejoined them. Dave and Arthur spent hours
talking about photography with Arthur
helping Dave out photographing items he
had for sale and giving him help and advice
so he could do all this himself.

When Arthur became ill Jackie and Gracie
the dog visited almost every day. Gracie had
a special place in his heart she was allowed
on his bed and he kept her supplied with
toys and treats. The other joy Arthur had at
this �me was the visits from Nola Jackie and
Dave’s granddaughter she always managed
to get him laughing he got great pleasure
from their �me together.

Funny things they remember: Arthur loved
many things with including skiing, sailing

Memories of Arthur Hind
Jackie and Dave Berry
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UHCW Robo�c Surgery Appeal, Kingsbury
SEN Academy, Birmingham Irish Demen�a
Care Centre, Ladies Figh�ng Breast Cancer,
Teenage Cancer Trust, Craniaa Neuro Rehab/
Newry, and Sinead O'Meara. The
Birmingham Irish Cycle Appeal has been
raising money for 21 years and hopes to
break over the 1 million pound marker this
year. To achieve this each of the 20 cyclists
needs to raise a minimum of £1000.

To be able to cycle around a country like
Cyprus with my Father(Bre�),
Brother(Robbie), and Sister (Kivah) was an
amazing, once-in-a-life�me experience.
However, the ride wouldn't have been
possible without the support from my
Mother Sharon, my Nanny Annie and the
rest of the wonderful backup team who kept
us fueled throughout the ride.

I have a�ached our Facebook page so that
you can view our progress throughout the
ride (h�ps://www.facebook.com/BICAIrish/)

I have also a�ached our giving page to view
our campaign. Any dona�ons would be
greatly appreciated. (h�ps://
donate.giveasyoulive.com/fundraising/
bica-2022-cyprus-
lavins?�clid=IwAR1oa3KmBgD3hWo6V1saH
XLSg1Aj66RnmeQE7YO7sTIhXOG5Qbd9Mz7
2hiY).

Aidan Lavin

We recently returned from an exci�ng 365
mile bike ride around Cyprus and up the
Troodos Mountains, where we were over
6200� above sea level, with the Birmingham
Irish Cycle Appeal (BICA). The bike ride
consisted of 5 days of cycling through
rugged terrain and in high temperatures. We
began the ride in Paphos and cycled through
several towns and ci�es including Limassol,
Nicosia, Troodos, and Kato Pyrgos un�l we
finally reached Paphos on the fi�h day to
complete the ride.

The Purpose of the bike ride was to raise as
much money as possible for many fantas�c
chari�es. This year we are raising money for

Charity Bike Ride
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CHURCH SERVICES

FECKENHAM ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
St John Fisher & Thomas More

Due to illness, Mass will not be held at St John Fisher and Thomas More un�l further no�ce.

Mount Carmel 6 pm Sunday Mass is now the Live Streamed Mass.
Link: www.eventcast.uk/live (Type the link into the browser)

Fr. Anthony Rohan, The Presbytery, Redditch. Tel 63096
Local contact: Phylis Mo�, Feckenham. Tel 893898

PARISH CHURCH of ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST

Priest-in-charge: Fr Glenn Reading 01527 894436

Church Warden: Ann Mathews 892180

Please contact Ann for Weddings at ann@the-madison-group.co.uk

Glen for Bap�sms & Funerals at glenn.reading@googlemail.com

Website: h�p://feckenhamchurch.org.uk/

Email: info@feckenhamchurch.org.uk

Services for December 2022
4th December 10.30am Eucharist Revd B. Wheatley

11th December 9.00am BCP Eucharist Revd B. Wheatley

18th December 6.30pm Lessons and Carols Fr Glenn Reading

24th December 4.00pm Crib Service Fr Glenn Reading
11.00pm Midnight Eucharist Fr Glenn Reading

25th December 10.30am Christmas DayEucharist Fr Glenn Reading
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As I sit in my study in the middle of a very
wet and windy November I know that
Christmas is coming and here at church
we are making our Christmas plans

Christmas is a time of joy and
celebration, although I appreciate that for
some it is a hard time of year for many
different reasons. Christmas is a time of
joy and celebration as we look to
celebrate the goodness of God and his
giving of the greatest gift, the birth of his
Son and our Saviour Jesus. The birth of
Jesus heralds a new chapter in the
history of the world, a time of expectation
and joy, and a time of hope.

The Christmas story is a magical story of
journeys. Mary and Joseph had to travel
to Bethlehem to register for a census and
on the way both Mary and Joseph were
on a spiritual journey, discerning God’s
plans for them. The young girl Mary
pondered on what the angel Gabriel had
told her regarding what was going to
happen. Joseph pondered on what he
saw and heard in a dream and the
enormity of the responsibility he had
been given; to care for God’s Son! Then
we have the journeys of the Shepherds
and Kings, the lowliest and most
magnificent men who would come to
worship and pay homage to this baby
which they knew to be special and
destined to change the world.

As we continued to prepare for Christmas
and all the celebrations, it is my prayer
that you will also be on your own journey
to re-live the Christmas story in a new
way and allow God to be a part of your
celebrations this Christmas. And

remember that we will be re-telling and
celebrating God’s greatest gift to us in
church this year. Our celebrations will
start on Sunday 18th December at
6.30pm with our service of Lessons and
Carols. Then on Christmas Eve there will
be two services: at 4pm there will be the
Crib Service and then there will be a
service of Holy Communion at 11pm. You
are most welcome to all these services.

Whatever your plans, may I wish you and
your loved ones a happy Christmas and
may you know the peace of the Christ
child in your homes and hearts this
Christmas tide.

Fr Glen writes
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Church Clock

Many readers will be aware that the
church clock has been out of action for
some time now. The mechanism is
currently being repaired in the
workshops of Cumbria Clocks. On
Monday, 7th November an engineer
arrived to work on the clock face and the
machinery that links the face and the
clock mechanism. John Eaton writes:
“Monday was interesting… having
managed to organise the cherry picker
and the Clock Engineer from Cumbria
Clocks to arrive at the same time, I had
not realised that in order to remove and
clean the linkage inside the tower you
have first to remove the hands that are
attached to the ends of the linkage that
protrudes from the clock face. The
hands were indeed bent and obviously
something hard had hit them but that
was easily remedied with tools that beat
them back into shape.
The opportunity was then taken to
remove and clean the linkage that is
inside the tower before re assembly and
replacing the hands. There is a rod
inside a tube, and both rod and tube
revolve to operate the hands. Inside the
tube there was a lot of sticky stuff that
Feckenham beekeeper Paul Furey
identified as black honey. There was
also some hard substance probably the
work of the bees. There was no other
evidence of a bees’ nest. It is thought
that this could all have contributed to the
clock’s irregular performance.
We are expecting the clock to be
returned later in December. We are still
about £1500 short in our fund raising for
the clock repair”.
If you’d like to contribute to the repair
fund or would like further information,
you can contact John Eaton on 01527
89427
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There can’t be any villagers who haven’t
paused outside the window at 45 High
Street to admire the series of displays. I
was curious to find out what the
mo�va�on was for making something
which brings such pleasure. Off I went to
find out over a pleasant glass of wine one
evening.

Philip and his partner Annie have lived in
Feckenham since 2011 and in their current
house since 2013. They chose Feckenham
as it was equidistant from their workplaces
at the �me. Annie, originally from Coventry
works for Age UK in Solihull while Philip
now works for Cransley Hospice Trust in
Ke�ering.

Philip has many talents: a sportsman all his
life with a cabinet full of his trophies, he
now umpires hockey around the West
Midlands.

What else do they do in the village? They
run the Duck race at the Wake each year.
Another example of bringing some
happiness to children and those adults in
touch with their inner child.

Philip, from a young age has loved the
magic of shop windows, recalling
Christmas displays at Binns, a department
store in Newcastle. He also loves dioramas
which are scenes with three-dimensional
figures, either in miniature or as large-scale
museum exhibits. His inspira�on comes
from a desire to “spread niceness,
encourage children to use their
imagina�on and to be impressionist” as he
told me.

He began the displays about 6 years ago in
order to amuse his grandchildren when
they came to visit. The first used his
father’s collec�on of sports �es. They were
enjoyed so much that he con�nued to
develop more and more scenes - usually
following the calendar.

Each display takes weeks of planning and a

couple of days to set up. During lockdown,
Finn, from further up the High Street
would come to see the window. He was
�ny then - just learning to talk. He became
a regular visitor. The children from the
nursery group would be brought along to
see his window during their term �me.

As people pause to see the display Annie
and Philip listen for the ‘wow’ factor. The
house, which used to be to a sweet shop,
(and Philip has been told by those in the
know, that a cat always used to sit on the
sweets in those days), is single-glazed so
comments can be heard indoors. It seems
the favourite is his Christmas scene -
highlights also include the jigsaws displayed
during lockdown. and anything with a train.
He has stores in the cellar of items collected
for the window and is now looking for a
smaller gauge railway which will fit more
easily.
Philip comments that the display never
comes out as he expects saying, “It’s even a
surprise to me.” Well, it certainly gives
surprise and joy to all of the passersby.
Thank you, Philip and Annie.

Introducing… Philip and his Window
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Wedding Bells…Feckenham Archive - Marion Chute

Having been unable to find a suitably seasonal photo from the archive this month, here is a photo
(courtesy of Cyril Warrilow) of the original saddlers which was demolished to make way for what
is now Winfields store on Astwood Lane. I certainly remember coming out to the saddlers from
Birmingham in about 1962 and I think the demoli�on took place in 1963.
Remember that we are always on the lookout for old photos and documents that relate to life in
Feckenham.
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FeckenCrossword
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From the sublime to the ridiculous…
First – a superb rainbow from 21st

October.

Kathy’s Collec�on

To what is growing on it. “Dog vomit
slime mould [which] moves about like
an amoeba, slithering slowly at night
so that on any given morning it’s
never quite where it was the day
before, nor is it in exactly the same
shape” (The Laid Back Gardener)

Crossword Solu�on

Second, from the beau�fully, newly cleared
bank of the earthwork
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In the spring of 2020, as lockdown began,
unsure as to how it would all turn out, I decided
I ought to learn about growing our own
vegetables. Being vegetarians and
environmentalists, my wife, Rachel and myself
decided we would try to be organic growers.
Having acquired an allotment we began our
organic veg project.

Last year we specifically targeted winter
produce with some reasonable success that I
have con�nued and expanded on this autumn.
This November I’m pleased to see that we are
s�ll ea�ng and growing 17 different items of
produce from our plot. 12 of which are s�ll
growing in the ground with the rest in storage.

In store we have garlic: dried and hanging in the
shed; courge�e: okay to grow many as they
store very well; runner beans: keep the beans
from the last ones growing dry them, and use
them to add to stews and as seed for next year.
Squashes: this year, we grew pumpkins, Turkish
Turbans and bu�ernut squash, cured in a dry
light environment to keep for a good �me. We
also make a courge�e chutney (It is a delight to
eat your summer produce in midwinter) along
with pickled beetroot and shallot onions.
Potatoes: we grew plenty this year but are
nearing the bo�om of the sack now.

S�ll growing: we have salad that we sowed in
cloches, le�uce, rocket and mustard. We are
now ea�ng the thinnings, leaving the rest to
grow on harves�ng outside leaves as we need
them. Radicchio that has grown into nice �ght
heads and chard which goes on and on. It’s
great to be picking fresh leaves in mid winter
and is really good for you. Winter cabbages:
plant them in June/July to be ready in winter,
cabbages do you the favour of not all coming
ready at the same �me. They build heads slow,
but are �ght and as big as a football. I also
sowed some spring cabbage at the same �me, a
fast grower called Greyhound that we are
already ea�ng now.

Most green leaf veg needs protec�on from
slugs who love a cabbage or a le�uce to hide in
for the winter. I use a product called Slug Gone
which is natural pellets, which slugs hate
crawling over, although the best slug stop is to
search the plants for slugs and remove them. I
place them on a large leaf that I throw into the
compost heap.

Also s�ll in the ground are are carrots, parsnips
and winter radish. I harvest all a root veg as we
need them, but again, so go on a slug patrol as
o�en as possible. Leeks, we sowed autumn and
winter types that are building nicely to be
ready in January/February, they must be
planted early in the year.

We are also s�ll harves�ng three banana
pepper plants that we grew in a poly tunnel,
they produce a good 15 or so peppers each,
that keep well on the plant or in store. Also out
of the poly tunnel we are s�ll harves�ng the
last few tomatoes.

At this �me of year, we plant out garlic for next
year and broad beans for an early summer crop.

During the winter months, I start feeding the
ground in our plot. In recent �mes, there is a
trend towards ‘no dig’ methods. I prefer to
create our own compost and fork it into the
exis�ng earth. Vegetable peelings and greenery
from the plot transforming over a few months
into lovely compost/soil has been as much of a
revela�on as growing veg. I regularly add horse
muck and ashes to the compost heap. I believe
a good balance compost is the organic growers
most important tool.

All green leaf veg, I feed every couple of weeks
or so with comfy water. This has proved
through all seasons to be an excellent feed. I
make it by steeping the comfrey plant in half a
barrel of water to stop it from s�nking you off
the plot. You must let air get to it to oxidise it.
Once it has turned from a dirty purple to clean
brown colour, it s�nks much less and is ready to
use. Poor the liquid feed into a watering can to
about the fi�h and then fill up with clear water
to dilute.

Targe�ng this season with well �med plan�ng
and a good storage, along with chutneys and
pickles helped us to keep ea�ng our own
organic vegetables throughout last winter, and
it’s looking good so far for this one.

I hope our allotment experiences help and
inform anyone who grows or is thinking of
growing their own organic, veg. The reward of
taste, health and sa�sfac�on opens a door to a
very fulfilling dimen�on in life.

An Organic Allotment: Winter Plo�ng by Pete Delaney
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Rob Cole’s
Gardening Tips

Composting in a Small
Garden

It is now two years since we left Meadow
Farm in Feckenham and moved to Priors
Crescent in Salford Priors. The move
has been very successful and rewarding,
and we are enjoying the many
advantages of a much smaller garden.

There is a downside, however, when it
comes to building a compost heap. At
Meadow Farm there was a constant
supply of material from the one acre
garden, all of which was supplemented
by the waste material from the nursery.
As a result we were able to fill and
empty three large compost bays with
ease and they yielded useable compost
in about three months. Now that we
have a small garden and no nursery,
finding enough material to fill our two
compost bays is a constant challenge.
We have risen to the challenge,
however, and are again producing good
compost.

The lawn at Meadow Farm took one and
a half hours to cut and yielded lots of
clippings. The lawn at Priors Crescent
takes five minutes and yields very little.
Our next door neighbours, however,

don't have a compost heap and are
more than happy to give us their
mowings. But it is still not enough!

So we also now add lots of paper and
cardboard to the compost heap. We
have bought an office paper shredder
which cuts up the paper into small
pieces. Every bit of mail and junk mail
gets shredded, along with envelopes,
(remove the cellophane 'window' first),
newspapers, egg boxes, food
packaging, magazines, etc. and it all
gets added to the compost heap where it
rots down very quickly if it is kept moist
(as a compost heap should be kept -
nothing rots if it is dry).

Thick cardboard packaging is much
more of a problem, being too solid to go
through the paper shredder. So for this,
we tear it into small pieces (watching
television at the same time makes it less
boring), soak it in a bucket of water for a
day, and then add the whole lot to the
compost heap. We have been really
surprised at the way in which paper and
cardboard adds effectively to the volume
of the heap - and reduces the content of
our recycling bin. Every bit of
cardboard, from anything, gets used.
We have always kept a bin under the
sink for fruit and vegetable peelings, tea
bags, coffee grounds, used paper towels
etc. and this all gets added to the
mixture too.

In the first year after planting the garden
did not provide much for the compost
heap, but now that the new planting is
getting established, there is also now a
better supply of prunings, deadheadings,
fallen leaves, and the results of Chelsea-
chopping. Come the winter, and the
cutting back of perennials, there will be
plenty to add to the compost heap along
with the grass clippings, paper and
cardboard. All of the green material is
chopped up using our Jakoti shears, and
this helps significantly in speeding up the
rotting process - and all of the woody
prunings go through our Bosch electric
shredder.

The secret to an effective compost heap
is plenty of variety and a good volume of
ingredients - very hard to achieve in a
small garden. We have had to adapt our
methods, but seem to have found a way
to maximise the very real benefits.
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Stock and Bradley Gardening Club Report

Our 2nd of November event was a talk by Nigel Hopes who gave us an
illustrated talk on 'Winter in Bloom'. Nigel is Head Gardener at John
Massey's garden at Ashwood Nurseries, and he showed a wide range of
plants which can be used to enhance the appearance of a garden in winter.

NEXT CLUB EVENT - Wednesday 7th December 2022 at 7:30pm

Following a brief AGM, our speaker for the December meeting is Adrian
James who will give us a talk entitled 'Folklore and More'. Adrian is a skilled
photographer, and with his wife Sheila, he has created a beautiful garden in
Offchurch, packed with interesting and unusual plants.

The subject for the monthly competition is 'Berries' and will be judged by our
speaker.

Membership of the Gardening Club is currently by £5.00 annual subscription
which becomes due on 1st January each year. Please make cheques payable
to 'Stock and Bradley Gardening Club'. We welcome new members to join us
at any time throughout the year.

Club meetings are normally held on the first Wednesday of each month at the
Village Hall, Church Road, Bradley Green starting at 7.30pm, and are free to
members for an annual subscription of £5.00 for 2022. Visitors are made
very welcome and may attend for £3.00 per meeting.
If you require any further information, ring Dinny Pynsent (Secretary) on
01527 821355 or Rob Cole (Chairman) on 07544 832052.



Anyhow
that's for
next year so
let me finish
on a more
upbeat note.
By the �me
you read
this, we will
have the
Shop ready
for
Christmas.
Although I
can't
guarantee any baked beans being in stock
(apparently there is a na�onal shortage) we
will have plenty of cards, wrapping paper,
delicious deli items and of course an
excellent range of alcoholic beverages. We
are finalising our holiday opening hours but
there will be no need for you to make an
emergency dash to the supermarket should
you run out of supplies. Come and see us
first. Alterna�vely escape any unwanted
visitors and join us for a delicious hot
chocolate and a chat with our lovely
Volunteers.
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Feckenham Village Shop - Alan Slater

Let’s start with some seasonal good news.
Within two weeks of our Feckenham
Christmas Card going on sale, we've already
sold well over half of the ini�al stock and we
may have to place another order if demand
con�nues. The card can only be purchased
at the Shop and if you haven't seen it, it
depicts the Village in a lovely fes�ve se�ng
with a view of the High Street and the
Square. It is ideal for sending to distant
friends and rela�ves as it illustrates the
a�rac�veness of our village so I'll be sending
mine to my close family in New York and
Indiana.

Also selling well are the beau�ful hand
kni�ed, hats, socks and gloves made by one
of our Volunteers, Margaret Green. If
kni�ng ever becomes an Olympic Sport
then Margaret would certainly win a gold
medal! Every year she produces an array of
items for sale with all the proceeds being
sent to Project Morogoro in East Africa to
provide children with some of the basics of
life such as clean water and an educa�on.

Although we have enjoyed an excellent half
year of trading (April – October) the Shop is
experiencing some difficul�es with the
availability of product supplies and rising
wholesale costs. We are endeavouring to
absorb the product increases as much as
possible but it is inevitable that some these
increases will have to be passed on if the
Shop is to remain in a profitable and
therefore viable posi�on. You can, however,
be assured that any increases will be kept to
an absolute minimum. The Board is very
aware that your shop exists not only to
provide the Village with a retail facility but
also to act as a social hub that invests
heavily in community events and
organisa�ons. There's no doubt that 2023
will be a challenging year for us as we
an�cipate a massive increase in overheads,
but with your con�nued support and
custom I am confident that we will be able
to successfully manage the twelve months
ahead.
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Feckenham Cricket Club - Bob Gordon

The club was visited by a
representa�ve of the company that
has been selected as the preferred
supplier of twin-lane ar�ficial
prac�ce nets at the top of the field.
Groundworks and security op�ons
were discussed.

An inspec�on by a firm of tree
surgeons has advised that the ash
tree adjacent to the clubhouse on
the car park side has die-back and
should be removed, Redditch
Borough Council has confirmed that
there is no preserva�on order and
that they have no objec�on to this
taking place. Plans are being drawn
up and it is believed that the work
can be largely carried out from the
club's car park area.

On that visit, there was discussion
regarding a large bough from a
second ash tree (by the pedestrian
entrance) which is now crossing Mill
Lane and descending into a
neighbour's garden. It was been
agreed that this should be cut back
and this will take place in the same
day, probably in early December.

The annual Firework Night took
place on November 5th on mild and
dry(ish) condi�ons a�er earlier rain.
A good crowd turned out and
enjoyed both the huge bonfire and

the rather splendid firework display,
which was expertly delivered by a
returning Lewis Stacey and his sons
Sam and Josh.

Thanks are extended to Tom
Edwards for his permission to use an
adjacent field for parking.

New grass is developing well on the
renovated square and it received its
first cut in early November.

The soccer World Cup starts
imminently and the club will be open
for all home na�on matches and for
many others – view our Facebook
page for more informa�on.

Finally, a quiz night is being planned
for January.



26



27




